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PREFAGE. 

)  H  E  de/tre  of  hafpne/s  Ufb 
coejjentialwith  oar  natuxejb 
interwoven  and  incorporate 
with  it  ;.  that  nothing  but 
sthe  diffblution  of  the  whole  frame  Can 
lextingmfh  it.  This  runs  thro  the 
^whole  race  of  mankind ,  and  amidft 
'  the  infinit  "variety  of  other  inclina- 
itions,  fteferves  its  felfs  entire.  The 
•  moft  various  contradiBorj  tempers  dd 


The  Preface. 

JW  conjfire  in  thif ,  rf;^^  men  of  the 
mofi unequal  fortunes ,  are  yet  equal 
in  their  wijh^s  of  being  haffy. 

But  this  concurrence  06  to  tfie  ^nd  y 
if  not  more  univerfil  then  the  difor 
gfeement  about  the  way.   E-verj  man 
would  have  happinefi ,  but  wherein 
thaf  confifs  f  or  bciw  it  is  to  be  at- 
tain d  has  bin  very  diverfljo find. 
Indeed  the  ultimate  fufreme  hap  fir 
nefi  as  it  i$  originally  inherent  in 
Qcd  yfb  it  is  wraft  up  in  thojfe  clouds 
and  darkjnefs ,  which ,  oi  the  Pfidtmji 
fates ,  are  round  about  him  PfiL  1 8, 
1 1 ,  u4nd  we  can  fee  nothing  of  itj  but 
in  jhofe   gleams  and  raies  he  is 
fleas d  to  dart  out  upon  us:  fo  that 
'all  pur  efiimates  as  to  our  final  feli^ 
citjy  mufi'be  mefurd  by  %hofe  revela- 
tions he  has  made  of  it. 

But 


i. 
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But  one  'would  thinks  our  temporal 
happnefs  were  as  much  d  myfiery  as 
our  eternal ,  to  fee  what'  'variety  of 
blind  purfitits^  are  made  after  it.  One 
man  thinks' tts  fe  ate d  on  the  top  pin- 
nacle of  honor  ,  and  dimhs  till  per- 
haps he  falls  headJong.     Another  ^ 
thinks  it  a  mineral ,  that  muft  be 
digd  out  of  the  earth,  and  toils  to  lade 
himfelf  with  thick  clay,'  Hab.  2. 6. 
and  at  laft  finds  a  grave  ,  where  he 
fought  his  trefure.  A  third  fuppofis 
it  confifts  in  the  variety  ofplefures^ 
and  wearies  himfelf  in  that  purfuit , 
which  only  cloies  y  and  difappoints. 
Tet  every  one  of  thefe  can  feadyom 
leBures  of  the  grofs  miftake  andfoUj 
of  the  of  her  t  whilfi  himfelf  is  ecfud^ 

ly  4eMed. 

Thus  do  men  chafe  an  imaginary 

good^ 
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good,  till  they  meet  with  veal  evils  j 
herein  exfofingthemfihes  to  the  fame 
cheat  Laban  fut  upon  Jacob  ,  the^ 
firve  for  Rachel ,  and  are  rewarded 
wHth  Leah ,  court  fancied  beauty ,  and 
marrji  loath' ddeformitj^. Such  delufi've 
felicities  as  thefe  are  the  largejjes  of 
the  Prince  of  the  uiir ,  who  once  at- 
temted  to  have  enveigled  eyen  Chrift 
himfelf ,  Mat.  4. 

But  Gods  frofofals  are  more  fin- 
cere :  he  knows  how  fandy ,  how  fdfe 
a  foundation  all  thefe  external  things 
muft  make^and  therefore  warns  us  not 
to  huild  fo  much  as.our  frefentfaiisfa- 
Bionufonthem,  hut  Jhewsus  a  more 
certain ,  a  more  compendious  way  to 
acquire  what  we  gaff  after ,  hy  tel- 
ling m  that  as  Godlinefs  in  refpeB 
of  the  next ,  fi  contentment /or  this 

world 


The  Preftce. 

wovld  is  great  gaiti.  i  Tww.  6. 6,  It 
is  indeed  the  unum  oecefTarium ,  the 
one  faint  in  which  all  the  lines  of 
vfordty  haffinefs  are  concentred ,  and 
to  complete  its  excellence ^  'tis  to  be  bad 
at  home  *  nay  indeed  only  there.  We 
need  not  ramble  in  mid  furfiiits  after 
it ,  »e  may  form  it  within  our  own 
brealis :  no  man  wants  materials  for 
it ,  that  kffows  but  how  to  fut  them 
together. 

And  the  direBing  to  that  skill 
is  the  only  dejign  oftheenfuing  ^raB^ 
which  coming  ufon  fi  kjnd  an  er^ 
rand ,  may  at  leaB  hofefor  an  unpre- 
judicd  reception.  Contentment  is  Ot 
thing  we  all  pro fefs  to  ajpire  to,  and 
therefore  it  cannot  be  thought  an  un- 
friendly office  to  endeavor  to  conduB 
meyi  to  it.   How  far  the  enfuing  con- 

-  Jtde-. 
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fiderations  may  tend  to  that  end,  t 
rnttB  leave  to  the  judgment  i  and  ex-, 
ferience  of  the  Reader ,  only  defiring 
him  that  he  will  weigh  them  with 
that  ferioufitefi  which  befits  a  thing 
wherein  both  his  haffinefs  and  duty 
are  concern  d  ;  for  in  this  (as in  ma- 
ny other  infiances  )  God  has  Jo  twiJL 
ed  them  together ,  that  we  cannot  be 
innocently  mifirable.  The  frefent  in^ 
felicities  of  our  murmurs  and  {mfa^ 
tiencies  ,  have  an  appendant  guilt , 
which  will  confign  m  to  a  more  irre- 
verfible  Bate  of  diffatisfaBion  here-^ 
after. 
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.    Sect.     I. 

Of  the'mcejptry  Connexion  he-  ■ 
tween  Happineft  and  Con- 
tentment. 

O  D  who  is  eflentially  kap' 
py  in  himielf,  can  rcceivfi 
k  no  acceHion  to  his  felicity 
'  by  the  poor  contribjitions 
-i^-"-  of  men.  He  cannot  there- 
fore be  fupposM  to  have  Qiade  them  .upr 
on  intuidon  of  increaling,':bu^  commu' 
nicatlnghis  happinefsi.  .And  this  lijsori- 
A    '  ijinal 
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ginal  defign  is  very  vifible  in  ail  the  parts 
of  his  Economy  cowards  them.    Wheii 
lapfed  man  had  counterplotted  againil 
himfelf ,  defeated,  the  purpofe  of  the  Di* 
vine  goodnefs ,  and  plunged  his  whole  ha« 
tare  into  the  oppofite  (late  ofendlefs  mi- 
fery ;  he  yetreinfbrc'd  his  firft  defign ,  and 
by  an  expedient  as  full  of  wonder  as  mer- 
cy ,  the  death  of  his  Son ,  recovers  him  to 
his  former  capacity  of  blifs.     And  that  ic 
mi^ht  not  only  be  a  bare  capacity ,  he  has 
adaed  all  other  methods  proper  to  work 
upon  a  rational  creature.    He  has  fhew- 
ed  him  his  danger,  fet  before  him  in 
perfpeftive  that  eternal  Tophet ,  which 
ne  is  advis'd  to  fliun.  On  the  other  fide  he 
has  no  lefs  lively  defcrib'd  tlie  heavenly 
Jerujalem ,  the  celeftial  Country  to  which 
he  is  to  afpire  :  nay  farther  his  leveird 
his  road  to  it ,  leads  him'  hot  as  he  did  the 
Ifraelites  thro  the  wildernefs ,  thro  intri- 
tate  mazes  to  piSzU  his  tmderftahding  j 
thto  a  land  of  drtmght  wherein  were  fiery 
Serpents  and  Scorpions  ^  Deut.  ^.  rj*.  to 
difcourage  and  amright  him  ,  but  has  in 
the  Gofpel  chalkt  out  a  plain ,  a  fafe ,  nay 
aplefatit  path;  as  much  fupetior  both  in 
the  eafe  of  the  way,  and  iii  die  end  to 
which  it  leads  >  as  heaven  is  to  Canaan. 

%.  By 
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X.  By  doing  this,  hchas  notqnly fe- 

cured  pur  grand  and  ultimate  happinefs^^ 

but  provided  for  our  intermedial  s^Ifo. 

Thole  Chriftian  duties  which  are  ta  carry 

us  to  heayen ,  are  our  refrefhment ,  our 

ylaucm^  in.  our  journy ;  his  yoke  is  not 

to  gall  and  fret  us ,  hut  an  engine  by  which 

we  rojiy  with  eafe  (  and  almpft  infenfibly  )' 

draw  ^1  tli«  clogs  and  incumbrances  ot, 

human  l|fe.     For  whether  wc  take  Chri-^ 

fUariity  in  its  whole,  complex ,  or  in  its 

teyeraf  ^nd  diftin A  branches ,  'tis  certaia-^ 

ly.the  mofi  excellent,  the  moft  com-* 

j;^ndioiisj4:t  o£  happy  living  :  its  very- 

tasks  are  rew^ds ,  and  |ts  precepts  are 

rioching  ()uc  adivinefprtofvAlchymy ,  to' 

iu|)lime  at  pnce  our  natures  and  our  ple- 

3.  This  maybe  evidenced  in  every 
particular  o«f  the  Evangelical  Law  :  bvit 
aaying  formerly  made  foqie  attemttp- 
Mfards  it  in  anodic  *  traft ,  \  fliall  ♦  ^^^  ^ 
not  here  reaflumc  the  whole  fub-  cbripimpi^ 
jeft,  I4hall  only  fingle  out  one  ^• 
particular  precept ,  wherein  happinefs  is 
npt  (  as  tHe  others  )  only  iniplied ,  aiid 
Ijjuft  be  catcht  at  the  rebound  bycpnfc^ 
guence  and  event ;  but  is  Ijterally  expreft^ 
aiuj  is  tte  very  matter  of  the  duty  j  1 
•..r  Ax  meaff 
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mean  the  precept  of  acquiefcence  and 
Contentment ;  Happinefs  and  this  true  gc^ 
liuine  Contentment ,  Seing  terms  fo  con- 
vertible, tharto  bid  us  be  content,  is  but 
another  phrafe  for  bidding  us  be  happy. 

4.  Temporal  enjoiments  ,  luch  as 
itc  plefure ,  wealth ,  honor  ,'and  the  reft, 
dip  they  make  fpecious  pretences  to  be 
the  melure  of  human  happinefs ,  aite  all  of 
them  juftly  difcirded  by  the  Philofophef 
in  his  Ethics,upQn  this  one  confideration'; 
that  coming  from  abroad  they  may  be 
with-held  or  taken  from  us;  and  our  tenure 
being  precarious ,  we  evenfor that  reafon 
j^re  unhappy  in  btir  nfoft  defirablc  poffef- 
fipiis;  becatife  weftill  areliat)le  to  befo.' 
And  therefore  he  concludes ,  that  felicity 
muft  be  placed  in  the  mind  and  foul,  which 
ftands  vvithout'the  reach  of  fortune ;  and 
iri  th6  praftifce  of  vertue  ,  which  in  its 
own  nature ,  and  not  in  its  contingent  vXt 
is  truly  good,,  arid  therefore  certainly  ren- 
ders the  pofleflbrs  fuch. 

f.  But  this  praftice  being  diffufedt 
^hrp  the  whole iextent of Mofal duty,  E- 
pi0etm  thought  he  had  deff rved  well  of 
human  nature ,  when  he  drew  it  up  in  two 
jpiort  words ,  tpjiiftain  and  abjfain :  thar 
i§  to  bes^r  with'Conftancy  adverfe  evenft,* 
'    ^^        .  '  and 
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and  with  moderation  enjoy  thdfc  that  ^M^ 
profperous.  *  WhSch"  complexure^f  Fhi-* 
lofophy  is  yet  mote  fully ,  as  well  as  more: 
compcndioufly^expreft  irt  the  Angle  no- 
tion of  C^^^^^^i^wie^^^  :'  which  ifivcilves  the 
patient  bearing  of  all  mifadventtifes ,  and 
generous  contemt  offt^nfual*  ille<ftives. 
This  ijjate  of  mih^^tlic  Greeks  exprefs  by 
calling  it  etim^md^  Or  felf-fiimciency , 
wHiclr,  we  know  ptopfetf  y  fpeiafkihg,  is  one 
of  tTie  iiicommumcable  attributes  of  the 
dtvlrie  "nature ,  "and  the  StoicS  es^prefly 
pretend,  that  by  it  mortal  meii  are  ehabled 
to  riyal  their  GbdS;  tn  SenecW^^tiSt^ 
to  make  %  controverfywithjfii^iV^hiift- 

ftE  fiiit  abatb^theifrfolentblafob 
of  ai^  independent  felicity ,  Chridiatiity . 
ackh6\vl(Bdges  i  material  truth  in  thfcat-- 
fertion  •  and  S;1^4^/  declire§  of  hlmfelf . 
that  having  tedr0h&iatowant^ndhowto 
dhimnd,  am  in  whit^  ever fiduheidff  ens  u'- 
bem^^  therewfi4ito  be  content  rhi^is  able  t^ 
db  dll  things  thri^Chf iff  that  fkUmgtbens 
Mm\  Phil.  4. 1 1  V'r^'i  13C  d^dhiwf^g  nth 
tiling  topojpifsattthif^ ,  %  Cofei  6Plb:  £ 

6.  WHicri  grtafev^ntcdhfies-irtwut, 
,  ilot  only  becauf^  illlj^bod  thiii^*«c  emi- 
nently in  the  dh/^ihe  hattuife.  ttfidiiewho' 
by  Vertue  and  Kyf|idn  p<:^«fib' Him , : 

thereby 
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ther^byr  in  .z  full  equiv^^liMic?  hfks  every 
cbtog ;  but aifp  upoin  human  imefuVes ,  and 
principles;  ol  Philojfbphy  :  the  conwen* 

ciious  addi^  (p  wc^F'l^  *  :>  ^^  ^^t^  ^|g^^y 
obfery'd)  being  not  |:aeiKreafe  pofleuians^ 
but  lefftn  4«rires.   And  if  f^ » 'twill  follow 
that  the  contented  man  muft  be  abundant- 
ly prpv4<kd  for,  being;f9  entirely  fatisfied 
With  wlut  he  has ,  as  to  have  no  de fires  ar 
all.  Indei^d  'ti$  truly  faid  of  covetous.men, 
and  is  equally  v^^rifted  of  all  who  h^ve  ^y 
defire  tO;  gradfy ,  that  they  want,  no  Xoxs 
what  th^y  jbiave ,  dieiv  what  they  have  not: 
bun  the  reverie  of  t^hat  Paradox  is  res^ly 
madi8  goodby^^^^^/^i^,  which  beilows 
on  m4n  the  enjpifiient  of  whatever  they 
hxit ,  i»R4  alio  whajtcsver  they  have  not ;; 
andbyiWJi^hiftg  ^9  Wjint  nothing,  ?^un; 
dandy;  fftcur^^iiot  to  w^ntl^appinef^. 

7.  ON^-tbe  other  fti^leth^  gtace- 

bcing  abafe«: ,  it  is  no|  in  the  power  of  any 
iuccefs  (pr  aiHuence  to  make  life  a  tokw, 
rable  thing:  Let  all  the  materials  of  earth- 
ly hf jiptn6f$.be  amaft^together  ^nd  fliing 
upon  pne.:|XKiifi:^  they  will  without  con- 
tptttmtenijbfi-bttt  l|^i?.tiM^  fatal  pri;ze  of 
Tar^^t^peaSp^,  wljp  was^prcft  to  deatli 
M»d»  ttet  )»«^igbt  ^lif «;  bopty.  He  that 
haft  thcridSilWSs  9f:  fcJiqty ,  and  yet  cai^^ 

•    .^^  tl/TT 
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not  forhi  themiiito  f^tisfa^i^^ii;  ista}Ot< 
defperately  liiifersdbli&th^ia  be  that  wants 
them  :  for  hfc  who  wants  th^m  hs^$  yw 
fonithing  to  ho|>e.fc]:,.  and  thinks  if  he  had 
them  he  might  b^  haippy ;  but  he  who  ill- 
iighiBcantly  pbiTefles  them ,  has  no  ti6r 
ferve  ^  has  not  ib  much  as.  the  Flattery  oiF 
an  expe^tion  \  for  h^  ^i'ii!^  nothing  left  to 
defire ,  and  yet  icail  1^  as  little  iaid  to  enr 

joy.,  .  ■;:  ^   .  . 

8  •  H  B  therefoJte  llhiat  \lrould  JMvfe  the 
extraA»tlie  quinteflcnce.of  hft^piijcfahQinft 
feekit  fnConrent;  All;^tWaid  sctjeiUons 
lare  butthedtctfs  &  earthy  part ;  this  <rl0ne 
is  thefpiat ,  which  when  'tBOficeic|)arated 
depends  not  ypoit  the.fate  of  the  other; 
but  pceferves  its  vigor  when  tfaw  ife  de- 
ft roi'd-St.'P^^/wh^rii  J  b^or^ndenfipn'd, 
isaready inftapcfeof  it,  who  (irofeiS^sto 
be  ctmttnt  mni)hattoerfiaUi  Cbnt^ti^efit 
beingrhot  io  infeparately  link'd  to  eternal 
things ;  but  that  they  may  fubilft  i^Mtf , 
That  thbfe  are  often  witnout  it  we  ate 
too  fure ,  aud  that  it  niay  be  withoutjcbem 
is  as  certainly  true  ;  dbo  by  otu;  ^wnde- 
fault  we  have  notfo  aii^y  eximt'ies^^f 
it.  A  h^art  that  rightly  comp«ites  the 
difFerencx  between  temporals  and  eter- 
mXsi  may  refolye  .\dth  the  Erqdict  k  .J^k- 
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tho  Wefig^ft€€jhalli¥>t  bhffm,neithirJhaU 
fruit f' be  ifi  the  vines  ^  tl^e  labor  of  the  olive 
Jhallfail  i  and  the  fields Jbatlyield  nomeat  y 
thejhcksjhallbe  cut fromthe fold Andthere 
jhdUbe  no  herds  inthefiaU,yet  Iwillre/oice 
in  theL^rd ,  TwUljfoy  in  the  God  of  my  SaU 
vatton ,  Hab*  3  •  17  >  t8.  He  that  has  God 
neol '  lid  t  much  deplore  the  want  of  any- 
thing €lle  r  nor  can  he  that  confiders  the 
plenty  and  glory  of  his  future  ftate ,  be 
mudh  dicjeaed  with  the  want  or  abjed- 
iiefe  of  hift  prefent. 

9;  Y  E  T  fo  indulgent  is  God  to  our 
Infirmities ,  that  knowing  how  unapt  oat 
iihpaitient  natures  are  to  walk  only  hy 
faith ,  And  not  at  allby fights  ±  Cor.  j.  7.  he 
is  plWs^'dito  give  us  fait  antepafls  of  fa* 
tisfadion  here,  difpeiifes  his  temporal 
bleiSDgs  tho  not  equally ,  yet  founiver- 
falty  V"iat  he  that  has  lead,  has  enough  to 
dblig^  ndt  only  his  atquiefcence ,  but  his 
thaokfalnef^.  Tho  every  man  has  not  all 
he  Wiibes ,  yet  he  has  that  which  is  more 
Valuable  then  that  he  complains  to  want  \ 
tiay  which  heiiimfelf  could  worfe  fparc 
werii  it  put  to  his  option. 
'  lo./A^JB  now  from  fuch  adifpofureof 
things  who  would  not  expeft  that  niaa- 
kind  ^ould  be  the  chearfuUefi^part of  che 
^  creation  ? 
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creation^ ?^^  diiiadMhjG./mJbMid  not  more i 
r^oice  to  ru^lhis  cwrfe.  ii^\  ^.    thcnr 
iTian  flioalii  ta  finifh  His  f  that  a  jourity^^ 
which  Ms  forblefTed  ahlcnd,  and  facn 
goodacCQDimo^ionbytheway,  iboold; 
bfLpaft  withtail  m^ginable.alacrity ,  iuid  i 
that  we  &6uldslive  heulb  ptadicers  aikd  i 
learners  :o(  itbe  ftate  of  unmix'd  inter- 
liiinablc  rjoibsr  to  which  wc^  afpire.  But  ^ 
alas ,  if  we  looHupon  theruniveriality  of' 
men,  we  lllaU^lindit  notlting  fo,  but: 
while  alibdier  creatures  i^adibmly  folv/ 
low  the  order  of  their  creamc^ ,  take  jjle-^^ 
fiire  in  riiofe  things  God  .has  aifign-d*  fori 
them ,  we  ia?ith  a  fullenu perverfnefs  quar^ . 
rel  at  what  we  ihould  enjoy !,  and  in  eve-: 
ry  thing,  liiakc  it  our  bufihefs ,  riot  to  fit' 
it  for  our  ufe,  but  to.  find  but  ibme  coflhi 
celed  quality  which  nmy>  render  it  unfit.: 
We  look  infidibufly  upon  lour  bleffings»: 
like  men  that  defign'd  only  to  pick  a  quar- 
rel ,  and  ilart  !a  pretence  fbr  mutining.; 
From  hente  it  is  that  .niaa who  was  de;-' 
fign'd.  the  Lord  of  the  wcurld ,  to  whofe? 
£sitisfa^ba  all  inferibr  beings  were:  to/ 
contribute » is  now  theunhappieft  of  thef 
creatures :  nay  as  if  diQfwihoie  order  of 
the univerfe  were  inverted i'he becomtfs 
jflave  to  his  own  vaflala  ^Mcourts  al^tbtfei 
*  ;  B  little 
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little  fabluhary  things  witkfoch:  paffion^ 
that  if  they  prove  coy  and  fly  his  embra-  ^ 
(xs^  hei&madanddefperate;  if  they  fling 
themfeivesihtahis  Arms,  he  is  then^lut-. 
t4d:ai)d  fatiated;  iil^e  Amitofi  he  bates  more 
tbenhehved ,  x  Salm.  13.15'.  and  is  ficker 
o£his  paflefiioa^tiien  he  was  of  his  deiire. 
-.iKx.'A  N  j>  thus  will  it  ereric  till  we 
caitt.  jceep  oiur  deflres  more  at  hoine ,  and 
not  Umtt  them^tb  ramble  after  things . 
veiihout  reach;    That  hdtiell  Roman,: 
who  from  his  extraordinary  ihduftry  up* 
o^l^is  little  %or  of  ground  received  fiich 
an  increafea&  brought  him  under  fufpi-"^ 
cionpf  witchcraft,  is  a  good  example 
for  ns« .  God  has  placed  none  of  us  in  fo  * 
harreaa  foil,  infb  forlorn  a  flate,  but 
thece  is  £bmthing  in  it  which  may  afford 
US:  comfort ;  let  ushusband  that  to  the  ut- 
mplb ,  and  'tisfcarce  imaginable  what  im- 
pixi\?^ent^  pveo  he  that  appears  the  moil 
nji&cabk  may  make  of  his   condition. 
Bttt  if  in  a  fulien  humor  we  will  not  cul- 
ti^tatie  our  ciAi^  field,  becaufe  we  have 
perhaps  more  mind  to  our  neighbors ,  wet 
mdy  thaiak  oqr  fclves  if  we  ftarve.    The. 
defpi&im  of  wliatGod  has  alreacfy  given» 
ii&,::is:rare  buti.cold  invitationto  farther 
hiMiiuty^:  Menjare  indeed  &)r<!«d  £bmtimeft: 
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ta  reward'ffai  miitmous  ;  but  God  is  li<$t 
;to  be  fo  ^taqued ,  nor  ii  it  that  fort  of  vid- 
b:nce  which  can  ever  force  heaven.  The 
Heathen  could,  fay  that  Jupiter  fent  his 
plagues  among  the  poorer  fort  of  men , 
Secaufe  they  were  alwaies  repiining  %  atid 
indeed  there  is  fo  muohof  truth  m  thb 
obfervatioii ,  thit  our  impatience  and  dif- 
content  at.  oiir  prefent  condition ,  is  the 
greateft  provocation  co=  God  tb  make  Jt 
worfe.  » 

II.  It  muftthetefore;betefolv'dtobe 
vtxy  contrary  to  our  ihteKft',  and  farely 
'tis  no  lefstooUrduty.  It  is  fo  if  we  dobUPC 
own  our  felves  men ,  for  in  that  is  impli'd 
a  fubordination  and  fubmilHon  to  that 
power  which  made  us  fo;  and  to  difpute 
nis  managery  of  the  world ,  to  make  other 
diilributions  of  it  then  he  has  don ,  is  tb 
renounce  our  fubjeftion ,  and  fet  up  fot 
dominion.  But  this  is  yet  more  intole- 
rable as  we  are  Chriflians,  itbeingaipe* 
cial  part  of  the  Evangelical  difciplincv 
cherefuUy  to  conform  to  any  condition:  to 
knowhowtobeabafid^  and  bow  to  abound^ 
to  be  fultand  to  be  hunffry ,  phil .  4,  i  x.  to  bg 
tarefidfor  nothing  itt.6.  Nay  fo  little  do'S 
Chrift  give  countenance  to  our  peeviik 
diicontents^  bur  wanton  ovt^  cries  When 
v^  B  X  we 
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we  are  not  hint;  that  he  requires  more 
.then  a  contentment,  airacxidtancy  and 
tranfport  of  joy  under  the.heisivieft  prcf- 
fure$ ,  und^  rpproches  and  perfecutioii^ 
,Rejoiceyemih0t:day,  and  leap  far  joy X^^6. 
X3.  And  fare. nothing  can  be  more  con^ 
trary tothis,-  theato  be  alwaies' whining 
and  cQmpiainingv  crying  in  the 'Prophets 
iphrafe ,  n^.  kmnsfs  toy  ImnwfsL  f  wo  is  wei 
Ifa.  14.  1^.  when*  perhaps  Mofqs^s  fimiie 
do*s  better  fit  our  ^zte,je/urun  waxed  fat 
'atuiJl^kid'^J^e\xti'iz:ij;\  V.'  r   1 

V IX-  A  N  -P;  as:  ifcis  qneruloinj  huraaris 
againll  our  interift  and  duty^To  isit vi^ 
fibly  againflfxxiir  eafe.  'Tis ^a  fickncfs  of 
the  mind , :  aipefpbtual.  gnawing  and  cra^ 
ning  of  tlie  appetite  wicliouianypoffibt* 
lity  of  fatisfa(^i6n:and  indeed  iB  the  fame 
an  the  heart  which  the  Cdwittit  affetiius 
is  in  the  ftomachv  to  wKichwe  may  aptly 
.enough  apply  that  defer iption. we  find iti 
the  Prophet,  be Jhall fitatth  on  thri^bt 
hand  and  be  hungry ,  jandkiBiJhaileatenthe 
kftandnotbefattified^  Efay.9.  %6.  Wheic 
this  iharp ,  this  fretting  humor  abounds  t 
nothing  converts  into  nurifhment :  ^v^eiy 
new  acceffion  do*s  but  excite  fome  new 
defire:and  as  'tis  obferv'd  of  a  trencher-fed 
.^Pg ,  that  he  taib  not  one  bit  forthe  gree-» 
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jdy  •  e5t^e<ftdtion  of  the  next  •  -fo  a  dtfcon- 
tefttedmind  is  fo  intent  upon  his{arrfuits , 
that  li€  has  no  Jrelifli  of  liisacqueli     So 
that  what  the  Prophet  fpeaks  of  the  Co- 
vetous ,•  is  equally  appliable  to  all  other 
•  forts  of  Male-contencs :  he  enlarges  hu 
:defir£  M  helly  and  is  as  death  ^  and  cannot 
-b^famfied^  ttatb^x'.  ^5.    And  fure  if  the 
dejme  accofnfHshedhtj  as  Solomon  iaies , 
-Jyuest  ito  the  f6ul\  Prov.  13 .  '19.  it  muft 
W'  exceedingly  bitter,  ito  berhtts  con- 
:<ienmal  to  enmbfsjunacconipiiflikbk  dew 
iires;  and  yet  this  is  the  torture  which  e^ 
cveVy  irepintng' 'Uncontented-  rfpiril  p|;ovi- 
'desforfitsfelf;  >    '  i^'  ,  j  oj  r.       > 

:   :i^/vW  H  A  T  a  Aiadhefs  is  ii  dien  for 
men  to  be  fo  ^elpecatiy  bent  againft  their 
intercft'  and  dilty ,  as  to  renouhcfc  even 
^hek  eafe  too  for  company  ?dtte,woul4 
^rinlbthis  age  were  fenfual- enough  to  be 
:at  deffaflce  wtrbtheleaftihadowofunea^ 
fiiiels.    It  is  ib  I  am  fure  whereitoiight 
iaj:^z  r -every  thing  is  laborious  whisn  'tis  ill 
comphance  with  their  du  ty  :a  few  minutes 
fpeiit  in  praier;  Oh  what  a  t^earinefs  is  it! 
MaJ.  at.  13.    If  they  chaficc  but  to  mifs  a 
mcaivthey  are  ready  to  cry  ontf^iitJknees 
are  weak  tlirdfafimg.    Pfa;  - 1&):%  5 .  yet 
they  can  without  regret^or  anyifelf-cam- 
^      ;  paflion 
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pafllk)!! ,.  macerate  and  cruciate  themiel  ves 
with  anxioas  cares  and.  vexations,  and 
asthe  Appftle  fpeaks,  i  Tim.  6.  xo /fierce 
themfili)es  thro  with  maw^firrwo^.  Thac 
prcmofftl  therefore  which  was  very  rafhly 
made  by  St.  Teter  to  our  Saviour ,  MaSier 
jpftyttjyjilf^  Watitf.ix.whichwerehdar 
i^e  it  far  fi^om  thee ,  would  here  be  an  ad- 
yifed  motion  to  the  generality  of  man* 
jkind  y  who  are  conimohly  made  unhap- 
py not  by  any  thing  without  them »:  but 
y  xhtit  teftlefs  impatiencies  that  are 
withifitbem. 

14..  it  ikiay  therefore  be  a  feafonable 
office^  to  endevor  the  appealing  the& 
ildrmsV  by  itecallihg  ehem  to  thole  fober 
rational  confederations ,  which  may  ihew 
as  well  theifoUy,  as  uneafmefs  of  wis  re- 
fining un&tisflable  humor.  Tis  certain 
that  in  true  reafoning,  we  can  find  no- 
thing wherjeon  to  found  it ,  but  a  great 
deal  to  en6)rce  the  contrary .  Indeed  'tis 
fo  ttfuch  againft  the  didate  of  ceaCona^ 
ble  nature  to  aifed  damage,  fin,  and 
tMfhent,  that  were  there  nothing  elfe  to 
be  fatd  but  'it^hat  I  have  already  menti- 
oned, itimght  competently  difcover  the 
great  un£eak)iidbleneis  of  this  fin  * 
If.  But  we  need  not  cojafine  our  ap^* 
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peid;  tp  teafoii,  as  itisoftly  a  judg  <^u*- 
rility^  and  advaafage ;  but  enlarge  it  to  a-; 
nother  notion ;  asitisjudgof  equity  and 
right:  in  which  ref{>oft  aifo  it  gives  as 
dear  and  peremtory  a  ienteiiise  ^ainft' 
all  murmuring  impatience.  'Td  eVtiice 
this!  ihall  innft  up<m.  thefe  p^rtieuta^^ 
I.  i^ait  God  is-  deWor  to  no  man,  and 
thetefoi^e  whatever  he  a^rds  to.  any,  iv 
is*  liport  bounty  Hot  of  right ,  a  bctaevo- 
leacenot  a  dttei  %^  That  this  bounty  is 
not  ifl^^i^hr  or  narrow,  cont'd  tofome 
fi^w'pardcuki^beribitii^,,  and whi&Hy over- 
skipping  the  rett ,  but  more  orlefe  unlvei^ 
ik%  dlttufed  to  0.  $d  that  he  Who  has 
the  ii^aft ,  cannot  }\i9^  fay  but  he  has  bin 
liberally  dealt  with.  3  *  that  tf  wecompare 
cur  bklfings  wiih  our  allaies,  our  goodi' 
things  with  our  evil,  we  fhall  find  our 
good  far  furmounting.  4^^  That  we  fliall 
ifind  them  yet  more  fo ,  if  more  fo  compare 
them  with  the  good  we  have  don ,  as  on 
the  contrary  we  ihall  find  our  afflidions 
fca^jTCC'  difcernible  if  balanced  with  our 
fms.  5^^  That  as  God  is  Reftor  of  the  uni- 
verfe ,  fo  it  appertains  to  him  to  make  fuch 
allotments,  fuch  diftributions,  as  may  beft 
preferve  the  ftate  of  the  whole.  6'^  That 
God  notwithftanding  that  univerfal  care , 
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has  alfo  a  peculiar  afp^e^  qti  everfyrpatti^; 
cular  PeriQn ,  and  difgofes  to  him  what, 
he  difcerns  bcft.for  him  in  (pecial.  7!^  If: 
we  compare  our  ad^^^ftti^s  whith  thofc 
of  other  men ,  we  |h^i  all  wales  find  fomt- . 
thing  tha(  pquals  if  not  exceeds  ourpwii^; 
All  thefe a?e  certaii^irrefragable  tSniths, : 
and  there^is'noneof  t;h^ni/mgleb)itjQM   ,t 
if  \yeil  preft  upon  tlic,  niind  ,  cbatm  itti 
into  a  calmnefs  and  cefignation ;  but- 
when  thc^ejs  fuch  ^  confpirationof  argur  ■ 
mentSfit  muft  be  a  vf ry  opftinate  pprverf- 
nefs  that  can  teCtti  th^ti^x  or  fhould  they 
fail  to  enforce  a  full  conyijftion ,  will  yet 
introduce  thofe  fubfidiaty  proofs ,  whicli 
I  have,  to  alledg ,  io  adva^tagioufly V  as 
will  being  put  altogether  ^  amount  unto 
perfe<^  dm  uncontroulable  Evidence, 
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Of  Gods  Ahfolute  Sovereignty. 

I.  ^TP*  H  E  firfl:  propoiicion  that  God  is 
X.  debtor  to  no  m  an ,  is  too  clear  and 
apparent  to  require  much  of  illuftration : 
for  as  he  is  a  tree  agent  and  may  aft  as 
he  pleafes ,  fo  he  is  the  fole  proprietary 
and  can  wrongfully  detain  from  none , 
becaufe  all  original  right  is  in  himfelf. 
This  has  bin  fo  much  acknowledged  by 
the  blindell  Heathens ,  that  none  of  them 
durft  make  infolent  addrefTes  to  their 
Gods ,  challenge  any  thing  of  them  as  of 
debt ,  but  by  facrifices  and  praiers  own'd 
their  dependance  and  wants,  and  implor'd 
,  fupplies.  And  fure  Chriftianity  teaches 
us  not  to  be  more  fawcy.  If  thofe  Dei- 
ties who  ow'd  their  very  being  to  their 
votaries ,  were  yet  acknowleged  to  be'the 
Ipring  and  fource  of  all ,  we  can  with  no 
pretence  deny  it  to  that  fupreme  power 
\ti  whom  we  live  ^  move^  andhave  our  be- 
ing ,  Afts.  1 7.  x8.  For  if  it  were  merely  an 
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ad  of  his  choice  to  give  us  a  being ,  all 
his  fubfequent  bounties  can  haye  no  other 
original  then  hisowngoodpiefure.     We 
could  put  no  obligation  upon  God  before 
we  were :  and  when  we  began  to  be ,  we 
were  his  creatures ,  and  fo  by  the  mod  in- 
difputable  right  owe  our  felves  to  him,  but 
can  have  no  antecedent  title  on  which 
to  clame  any  thing  from  him :  fo  that  the 
ApofUe  might  well  make  the  challenge 
which  he  doth  on  Gods  behalf,  ff^ho  hath 
given  any  thing  unto  him ,  anditJhaUbe  re^ 
compenc'd  to  him  again  ?  Rom  .11.35*. 

X.  Now  ordinary  difcretion  teaches  us 
not  to  be^oo  bold  in  our  expedation  from 
one  to  whom  we  can  plead  no  right.  It  has 
as  little  of  prudence  as.modefty ,  to  prefs 
impudently  upon  the  bounty  of  a  Patron  ♦ 
and  do's  but  givehimtemtation(atleaft 
pretence  )  to  deny.  And  if  it  be  thus  with 
men,  whopoffiblemayfomtimeshaveati 
intereft ,  fomtimes  a  vanity  to  oblige ;  it 
muft  be  much  more  fo  towards  God ,  who 
cannot  be  in  want  of  us ,  &  therefore  need 
not  buy  ms. our  good ^zs  thePfalmift  fpeaks, 
extends  not  to  him.  Pfal.  16.  x.  He  has  a 
fundamental  right  in  that  little  we  are , 
which  will  (land  good  tho  it  ihould  ne^    . 
ver  be  corroborated  by  greater  benefits. 

With 
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With  what  an  humble  bafhfulnefs  ihould 
we  then  fue  for  any  thing ,  who  have  no 
argument  to  invite  the  lead  donation, 
being  already  fo  preingag'd ,  that  we  can- 
not  mortgage  fo  much  as  our  felves  in 
confideration  of  any  new  favor?    and 
furely  extravagant  hopes  do  very  ill  befit 
people  in  this  condition.  We  fee  the  mo^ 
defty  of  good  Mephibofheth  ^  tho  he  was 
by  a  flanderous  accufation  outed  of  half 
the  eftate  David  had  given  him ,  yet  upon 
a  reflexion  that  he  derived  it  all  from  his 
good  plefure ,  difputed  not  the  fentence , 
but  cherefuUy  refign^  the  whole  to  the 
fame  di^ofure ,  from  which  he  received 
it ,  faying ,  Tea  let  him  take  all ,  x  Sam.  1 9. 
3  o.  A  rare  example  dnd  fit  for  imitation , 
as  being  adapted  to  the  prefent  cafe ,  not 
only  in  that  one  circumftance  of  his  ha- 
ving received  all  from  the  King  ^  but  alio 
in  that  of  the  attainder  of  his  blood, 
which  he  confefles  \n  the  former  part  of 
the  verfe ,  for  all  of  rny  fathers  houfewere 
hut  dead  men  before  my  Lord.  And  alas  may 
we  not  fay  the  very  fame  ?  Was  not  our 
whole  race  tainted  in  our  firft  Parent? 
So  that  if  God  had  not  the  primary  title 
of  vaiTalage ,  hc^  would  in  our  fall  have 
acquir  d  that  of  confifcation  andefchcat. 
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And  can  we  think  our  felves  then  in  terms 
to  capitulate  and  make  our  own  condi- 
tions ,  and  exped  God  ihould  humor  us 
in  all  our  wild  demands  ? 

3 .  This  is  indeed  to  keep  up  that  old 
rebellion  of  our  Progenitor ,  for  that  con- 
fided in  a'  difcontent  with  that  portion 
Xjod  had  aflign'd  him ,  and  coveting  what 
he  had  reflrain'd  him.  Nay  indeed  it 
comes  up  to  the  height  of  the  Devils  pro- 
pofal ,  tlie  attemting  to  be  as  God  Gen, 
3 .  f.  For  'tis  an  endevor  to  wreft  the  ma- 
nagery  out  of  his  hands ,  to  fuperfede  his 
Autority  of  difpenfing  to  us  and  to  carve 
for  our  felves.  This  is  fo  mad  an  infolence » 
that  were  it  poifible  to  ftate  a  cafe  exadly 
parallel  between  man  and  man ,  it  would 
raife  the  indignation  of  any  that  but  pre- 
tended to  ingenuity.  Yet  this  is ,  without 
liyperbolc,tne  true  meaningof  every  mur* 
muring  repining  thought  we  entertain. 

4.  But  as  bad  as  it  is,  who  is  there 
of  us,  that  can  in  this  particular  fay ,  we 
have  made  our  heart  clean  ?  Prov.ip  .9.  Tis 
true  we  make  fome  formal  ackowledg- 
ment  fomtimes  that  we  receive  all  from 
Gods  gift :  cuftom  teaches  us  from  our  in- 
fancy after  every  meal  we  eat  to  give  him 
thanks  ( tho.  even  that  is  now  thought  too 
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much  refpeft ,  and  begins  to  be  difcarded 
as  unfafhionable :  )  yet  fure  he  cannot  be 
thought  to  do  that  in  earned ,  tliat  has  all 
rhe  time  of  his  eating  bin  grumbling  that 
his  table  abounds  not  with  luch  delicacies 
as  his  neighbors.  And  yet  at  this  rate 
God  knows  are  moft  of  our  thankfeive- 
i  ngs:  Indeed  we  have  not  fo  much  oraina* 
ry  civility  to  God,  as  we  have  to  men.  Th« 
common  proverb  teaches  us  not  too  curi- 
ouily  to  pry  into  the  blemiihes  of  what 
is  given  us : .  but  on  Gods  gifts  wc  fit  as 
Cenfors,  nicely  examine  every  thing 
which  is  any  way  difagreable  to  our 
fancies ,  and  as  if  we  dealt  with  him  under 
the  notion  of  chapmen,  difparageit,  as 
Solomon  faies  buiers  ufe  to  do,  it  is 
naught ,  it  is  naught ,  faith  the  buier^  Prov. 
ao.  14.  Nay  we  feem  yet  more  abfurdly 
to  change  the  fcene ,  and  as  if  God  were 
to  make  oblations  to  us ,  we  as  critically 
obfcrve  the  defe<fts  of  his  benefaftions, 
as  the  Levitical  priefls  were  to  do  thofe 
of  the  facrifice ,  and  ( like  angry  Dei- 
ties )  fcornfully  rejeft ,  what  ever  do's  not 
perfe<flly  anfwer  our  wanton  appetites. 

5.  A  N  D  now  fhould  God  take  us  at 

out  words ,  withdraw  all  thofe  bleiiings 

,  which  wc  fo  faftidioully  dcfpife,  what  a 

con- 
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condition  were  we  in?  Tis  fure  we  have 
nothing  to  plead  in  reverfe  of  that  judg- 
ment. There  is  nothing  initagainfl  ju* 
ilicc :  for  he  takes  but.  his  own.  This  he 
intimates  to  Ifrael ,  Hof.  x.  9.  I  will  re- 
turn and  take  away  n^  corn  in  the  time 
thereof^  and  my  wine  in  the  Jeafin  thereof^ 
and  will  recover  my  wool  and  m^  flax :  in 
which  he  aflerts  his  own  propriety ,  m)f 
com  ^Pfywine ,  Sec.  and  recalls  them  to  the 
remembrance  that  they  were  put  ufufru- 
Varies:  and  'tis  as  evident  that  our 
tenure  is  but  the  fame  Nay  this  pra- 
ceeding  would  not  be  repi^nant  even  to 
mercy ,  for  even  that  is  not  obliged 
ftill  to  proftitute  its  felf  to  our  contemt. 
I  am  fure  fuch  a  tolerance  is  beyond  all 
the  mefures  of  humane  lenity.  Should 
any  of  us  offer  an  alms  to  an  indigent 
wretch ,  and  he  when  he  fees  'tis  Silver , 
fhould  murmur  and  exclame  that  it  is 
not  Gold,  would  we  not  draw  back  our 
hand  and  referve  our  charity  for  a  more 
worthy  objeft?  Tis  true  indeed  Gods 
thoughts  are  not  as  our  thoughts ,  nor 
our  narrow  bowels  equal  mefures  for  the 
divine  companions »  and  we  experimen- 
tally find  that  hislong-fufJeringinfinitly 
exceeds  ours ;  yet  we  know  he  do*s  in  the 

para- 
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parable  of  the  Lord  and  the  fervant ,  Mat. 
18.  declare,  that  he  will  proportion  his 
mercy  by  ours ,  in  that  inuance ;  and  we 
have  no  promife  that  he  will  not  do  ic 
in  this :  nay  we  have  all  reafon  to  expcft 
h^  ihould ;  for  fince  his  wifdom  promts 
him  to  do  nothing  in  vain ,  arid  all  his 
bounty  to  us  is  deiign'd  to  make  us  hap- 
py , '  when  he  fees  thac  end  utterly  fru- 
iUratcd  by  our  difcont^nts ,  to  whatpur- 
pofe  fhould  he  continue  thatto  us  which 
we  will  be  never  the  better  for  ? 

6.  B£S];i>£S  tho  he  be  exceedingly 
patient ,  yet  he  is  not  negligent  or  in- 
fenfible:  he  takes  particular  notice ,  not 
only  with  what  diligence  we  iemploy , 
but  with  what  affeftions  we  refent  eve- 
ry of  his  bleffings.  And  as  ingratitude  is 
a  vice  odious  to  men,  fo  it  is exdremely 
provoking  to  God ;  fo  that  in  this  fenfc 
alfb ,  the  words  of  our  Savior  arc  wioft 
true ,  from  himtbat  hath  not  (  i.  e.J  that 
hath  not  a  grateful  fenfe  and  value ,  ./^iz// 
be  taken  away  even  that  be  haph ,  Mat.  x^r* 
X9.  But  we  may  find  a  threatning  of  this 
kind  yet  more  exprefs  to  Ilirael ,  becaufe 
thou  Jervedft  not  the  Lord  thy  God  with 
giadnefs  and  with  joifulnefs  of  heart  for 
the  abundaiue  of  all  things ,  thereforejhak 
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thou  ferve  thine  enemies ,  whom  the  Lard 
God  will  fend  amongthe  J  in  hunger  andim 
thirfi  ^  andinnakednejs  ^  and  in  want  of  all 
things  y  Deut.  28. 17, 18.  a  fad  and  difmal. 
ittVerfion,  yet  founded  wholly  in  the  want 
of  that  cheerful  recognition  which  God 
cxpeifted  from  them.  And  if  Ifrael ,  the 
lot  of  his  own  inheritance ,  that  people 
whom  he  had  (iiided  out  from  all  the  na- 
tions of  the  world ,  could  thus  forfeit  his 
favor  by  unthankfulnefs ,  fure  none  of  us 
can  fuppofe  we  have  any  furer  entail  of 
it.    In  a  word  as  God  loves  a  cheerful 
giver ,  fo  he  alfo  loves  a  cheerful  receiver » 
one  that  complies  with  his  end  in  be- 
£towing ,  by  taking  a  juft  complacence  in 
his  gifts.    But  the  querulous  and  unfa- 
tisfied ,  reproch  his  bounty :  accufe  him  of 
illiberality  and  narrownefs  of  mind.    So 
that  he  feems  even  in  his  honor  eoga^'d 
to  bring^them  to  a  tighter  apprehennon 
of  him,  and  by  a  deprivation  teach  them 
the  value  of  thofe  good  things,  which 
they  could  not  learn  by  the  enjoiment. 

7.  I  F  therefore  ingenuity  and  grati- 
tude cannot,  yet  at  leaft  let  prudence 
and  felf-love  engage  us  againft  this  fin 
of  Murmuring ,  which  we  fee  do's  abun- 
dantly juftify  the  charafter  the  Wife  man 

gives 
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gives  when  he  tells  US  -t is  unprofitable,  VfiC 
I.  II.  he  might  have  faid pernicious  alio , 
for  fo  it  evidendy  is  in  its  effefts.  Let  us 
then  arm  our  felves  againft  it ,  and  to  that 
pufpofe  imprcfs  deeply  upon  our  minds 
the  prefent  confideration ,  that  God  bws! 
us  nothing ,  and  that  whatever  we  receive 
is  an  alms ,  and  not  a  tribute.  Diogenes  be- 
ing asked  what  wine  drank  themoftple- 
fant ,  anfwercd;  that  which  is  drunk  at  an- 
others  coft.  And  this  circumftance  we 
can  never  mifs  of  to  recommend  our 
good  things  to  us :  for  be  they  little  or 
much ,  they  cpmc gratis.  When  therefore 
in  a  pettifh  mpod  we  find  our  felves  apt 
to  charge  God  foolifhly ;  and  to  think  him 
ftrait-handed  towards  us,  let  us  ima- 
gine we  hear  God  expoftulating  with 
us,  as  the  houfholder  in  the  parable,f5r/w^ 
/  iio  the  no  wrong :  is  it  not  lawful  forme 
to  do  what  I^^ill  with  mine  own  ?  Mat.  xo. 
1 5r.  If  God  have  not  the  right  of  dilpo- 
iing,  let  us  find  out  thofe  that  have ,  and 
fee  how  much  better  we  ihall  foeed :  but 
if  he  hath,  let  us  take  heed  of  difputing 
with  him :  we  that  fubfift  merely  by  his 
favor ,  had  need  court  and  cheriih  it  by 
all  the  arts  of  humble  bbfervance.  E- 
very  man  is  ready  to  fay  how  ill  beggary 
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and  pride  do  agree.  The  firft  qualification 
we  cannot  put  off;  O  let  us!  not  provide 
ti  of  the  other  fo  inconvenient ,  fo  odious 
an  adjunct.  Let  us  leave  ofTprefcribin] 
to  God  (  which  no  ingenuous  man  wouL 
do  to  an  earthly  benefactor )  and  let  us 
betake  our  felves  to  a  more  holy  and  fuc- 
cefsful  policy ,  the  acknowledgment  of 
pad:  mercies ,  and  our  own  unworthincfs. 
This  was  Jacobs  metliod ,  /  amnotwor-- 
thyof  the  kaft  of  all  the  mercies ,  and  of  all 
the  truth  which  thouhajl  Jhewd  unto  tljy 
fervant :  for  with  n^jlafflfajfedover  this 
Jordzn^andnow  lam  become't wo  bands ^nd 
with  this  humble  preface  he  introduces 
his  petition  for  refcue  in  his  prefent  di- 
fittky^eliver  me  I  pray  thee  from  the  hand 
of  my  brother.  Sec.  Gen.  3x.1p.11.  An 
excellent  patern  of  Divine  Rhetoric, 
which  the  fuccefs  demonftrates  to  have 
bin  very  prevalent.  And  we  cannot  tran* 
fcribe  a  better  copy ,  to  render  our  de- 
fires  as  fuccefsful.  Indeed  we  are  fo  ut- 
terly deftitute  of  all  arguments  from  our 
felves,  that  we  can  make  no  reafonable 
form  of  addrefs  ,  if  we  found  it  not  in 
Ibmthihg  of  God :  and  there  is  nothing 
even  in  nim  adapted  to  our  purpofe,  but 
his  mercy;  noxcan  that  be  fo  advan- 
tage- 
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tagcoufly  urged  by  any  thing ,  as  by  the 
former  inflances  it  has  given  of  it  felf : 
for  as  God  only  is  fit  to  be  a  precedent  to 
himfelf ,  fo  he  loves  to  he  fo.  Thus  wc 
find,  not  only  Mofes ,  but  God  often  re- 
cblledibg  his  miraculous  fayors  towards 
^/rael ,  a$  an  ai^gument  to  do  more :  let  us 
therefore:  accoil  him  in  his  dWn  way ,  and 
by  a  frequent  and  grateful  recounting  of 
his  formei:  mercies ,  engage  him  to  future.. 
Nor  need;  we  be  at  a  io&  for  matter  o£ 
fuch  recolle(5^ion ,  if  we  will  hut  ferioufLy: 
confider  whal:  wc  have  already  received ,: 
which  is  cherfulucft  of  the  next  Se  AioAi. 


i  1 


t    •        t 


» •       #•■ 


*    •  * 


•     t  1  •  t 


'    >      » 


*    *  * 


I    . 


I  •    r 


D  X 


SitT.: 


is        The  Art.  of  Contentment. 


•  S  ECT.      II   I. 

•  f 

Of  Gods  unlimited  Bottntj^. 

li  TT  is  the  krtdwn  chars^Aer  of  anun* 
A  worthy  nature,  to  write  injuries  in 
Marble^  and  benefits  in  duft:  and  how- 
ever fome  (  as  Seneca  well  obferves  )  may 
at:quit  themfelves  of  this  imputation  as 
to  man ,  yet  icarce  any  do  fo  in  relation 
to  God.  Tis  true  indeed  the  charge  mud 
be  a  little  varied ;  for  God  neither  will 
nor  can  do  us  injury :  yet  we  receive  a- 
ny  thing  that  is  adverfe  with  fuch  a  re- 
ientment  as  if  it  were »  and  engrave  that  in 
our  memories  with  indelible  charafters , 
whilft  his  great  and  real  benefits  are  either 
not  at  all  obferv'd ,  ot  with  fo  tranfient  an 
advertence ,  that  the  comparifon  of  duft 
is  beyond  our  pitch ,  and  we  may  be  more 
properly  faia  to  write  them  in  water. 
Nav  fo  far  are  we  from  keeping  records 
and  regiflers  of  his  favors,  that  even  thofe 
(landing  and  fit  ones  which  fenfe  can 
promt  us  to  (without  the  aid  of  our  me- 
mories  )  cannot  obtain  our  notice. 

X.  Were  it  not  thus,  it  were  impof- 
iible  for  men  to  be  fo  perpetually  in  the 

com- 
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complaining  Key ,  as  if  their  voices  were 
capable  of  no  others  found.  One  wants 
this,  and  another  that,<  and  a  third  fom- 
thing  beyond  them  both,  and  fo  on  ^i/ 
infinitum  i  when  all  this  while  every  one 
of  them  enjoies  a  multitude  of  good 
things  without  any  remark.  That  very 
breath  wherewith:  tjhicy  utter  their  com- 
plaitits ,  is  a  bklHttg ,  and  a  fundamental 
one  too :.  for  if  God  Siould  withdrawihat , 
they :  were  incapable  of.  whatfocver  elfe 
they  eitlier  have ,  or  dcfire..  'Tis  true  that 
ibme  mens  impatiencies  have  rifen  fa 
high,  as  to  call  away  life ,  becaufekwas 
not  clothed  with  all  circumftances.they 
wiliit./ :  Yet  thefq  ate  rare  inftances ,  and 
do  only  fliew  fuch  nEicns  depraved  judg- 
ment of  things.  A  rich  Jewel  is  not  the 
lefs  valuable ,  be^aufe  a  mad  man  in  his 
raving  fit  flings  it  into  the  fire:  but  as  to 
the  generality  of  men,  the  Devil  ( thoa 
liar  )  save  a  true  account  of  tlieir  {tnl[t , 
when,n0faid ,  Skin  for  skin ,  and  4U  that  a 
man  hath  will  he  give  for  his  life ,  Job.  x.  4. 
And  tho  perhaps  in  an  angry  fit  many 
men  have  with  Jonas ,  Chap.  4.  i.wijht  to 
die, yttten  to  oneihould  death  then  come; 
they  would  be  as  willing  to  divert  it ,  as 
wa$  the  man  iit  die  Apologue ,  who  wj»n- 
r  '  ed 
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ed  with  his  burden  of  ftkks ,  flung  it  down 
and  call'd  for  death,  but  whennecanie, 
owtt'd  ^  other  occafion  for  hinl,  but  to 
be  heipt  up  again  with  his  bundle.  I  dare 
in  this  appeal  to  the  experience  of  thofe , 
who  haveieemed  very  weary  of  life ,  whe- 
ther wheti  any  fuddain  danger  has  furpri- 
fed  themv  it  has  nor  as  fuddenly  altered 
their  mind ,  and  made  them  nior^defire 
life  i  then  before  they  abhorr'd  it. :  'Ti^  the 
common  faying,  as  long  as  there  is  life 
there  is  hope :  ther^  is  fo  as  to  fecular  con*- 
cerns  ^  for  what  ftrange  revolutions  do  we 
often  fee  in  the  age  of  man?  from  what 
defpicabie  beginnings  have  manyarriv'd 
to  the  moft  fpleiMid  conditions?  Of 
<  which  we  have  divers  modem  as  well  as 
suiciem:  ihftances*  And  indeed  •  tis  admi- 
rable to  fee  what  time  and  jnduftry  will 
(with  Gods  bleiring)effea:.  Buemreis 

dominihe^avi  ^^CA):t6.v9t  can  improve 
no  more  when  we  are;  once  tratifplanted 
thither.    / 

5;  Bttf  this  is  yet  much  moreconfi- 
derabte  itk  refpeft  of  our  fpiritual  ftate^ 
Our  life  is  the  di^  wherein  we  are  to  workj 
Joh.9.4.  (  yea  to  work  cJiit  our  Salvation : ) 
but  fidfen  the  night  fomes  (whendekbo- 

ver- 
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vertakes )  m  man  can  workJNaw  ^as  when 
'tis  confider'd  ho\v  much  of  this  day  the 
moft  of  us  have  loiter'd  away »  how  many 
of  us  have  flood  idle  till  the  (Ixtii  or  ninth 
hour,  it  will  be  our  concern  not  to  have 
bur  day  clofe  before  the  eleventh.  Nay 
alas  'tis  yet  worfe  with  us-.we  have  not  on- 
ly bin  idle ,  but  very  often  ill  bufied ;  fo 
that  we  have  a  great  part  of  our  time  to 
unravel ,  and  that  is  not  to  be  don  in  a  mo« 
ment.  For  tho  our  works  may  fitly  e- 
nough  be  reprcfented  by  the  Prophets 
comparifon  of  a  Jfiders  web ,  Ifay  59.5* 
yet  they  want  the  beft  property  even  of 
that;  they  cannot  be  fo  foon  undon* 
Vices  that  af  e  radicated  by  tim?  and  cH* 
ftom ,  lie  too  deep  to  be  lightly  fveept  a* 
way.  Tis  na  ealy  thing  to  perlwade  ouc 
felves  to  the  will  of  parting  with  them. 
Many  viol,erice§  we  muft  offer  to  ouc 
felves  I  a  lone  and  drift  courfe  of  morti* 
fi cation  muft  be  gon  thro ,  ere  we  can  find 
in  our  heart$  to  bid  f  hem  be  gon :  and  yet 
when  we  do  fo  ^  they  are  not  fo  tfrajftable 
as  the  Centurions  fervants.  They  will  in* 
deed  come  when  ever  we  bid  them,  but 
they  will  fear ce,  go  fo :  they  muft  beex- 
peird  by  force  and  by  flow  degrees ;  wc 
muft  fight  for  every  inch  of  ground  we 

gain 
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g^Ati  from  them :  and  as  God  would  not 
aiHfl:  the  Ifraelites  to  fubdue  the  Canaa* 
nites  at  once ,  Deut.  7.  xx.  fo  neither  ordi- 
aarily  do's  he  us  to  ma^er  perfeftly  our 
corruptions.  Now  a  procefs  of  thisdiffi- 

V  culty  is  not  to  be  difpatcht  on  afudden. 

V  And  yet  this  is  not  all  our  pask,  for  we 
have  not  only  ill  habits  to  extirpate ,  but 
we  have  alfo  good  ones  to  acquire:  'tis, 
not  a  mere  negative  vertue  will  ferve  our 
turns »  nor  will  emty  lamps  enter  us  into 
the  marriage  chamber ,  Mat-xy.  10.  Pff^e 
muff  add  to  our  faith  vertue ,  and  to  vertue 
knowledg^andtokmwledg  temperance  ^  &c. 
X  Pet.  1.5,  No  link  muft  be  wanting  of 
that  facred  chain,  but  we  muft  (as  the 
fame  Apoftle  advifes  )  be  holy  in  aUmanner 
of  converfation ,  i  Pet.  i .  1 5^. 

4.  A  N  D  now  I  would  defire  the  Rea- 
der ferioufly  to  confider ,  whether  he  can 
upon  good  grounds  tell  himfelf  that  this 
fo  difficult  (and  yet  fo  neceflary  )  a  work 
is  efFeftually  wrought  in  him.  If  it  be » 
he  is  a  happy  man ,  and  can  with  no  pre- 
tence complain  of  any  external  want :  (  he 
that  is  fed  with  Manna ,  muft  be  ftrangely 
perverfe  if  he  murmure  for  a  belly-full  of 
ieeks  and  onions ,  Num.  1 1 . 1 5  • )  But  on  the 
contrary  he  owes  infinite  thanks  to  God , 

that 
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that  has  fpared  him  time  for  this  impor- 
tant buiinefs ,  and  did  not  put  a  period  to 
his  nattirilhfe ,  before  he  had  begtm  a  fpi- 
titual.  For  I  fear  there  are  among  the  bei!b 
of  us  few  of  fo  entire  an  innocence  j  buij 
they  may  remember  fomeiCither  habits  or 
afts  of  fm ,  in  which  it  would  have  biri 
dreadful  for  them  to  have  bin  fnatcht  a- 
way.  And  then  how  comprehenfive ,  how 
prolific  a  mercy  has  lire  bin  to  chem^ 
when  it  has  carried  eternity  in  ifis  womb  ; 
and  their  continuance  on  earth  has  <vlir 
lified  them  for  heaven  ?  Neither  are  luch 
perfons  only  to  look  on  it  asableilingiti 
the  retrofpeft ,  as  it  relates  to  the  paft,  but 
^Ifo  in  the  prefent  and  future :  which  if 
they  continue  to  employ  well ,  do's  not 
only  confirm ,  but  aavarlde  their  reward; 
Beudes  God  may  pleafe  by  them  toglo-^ 
rify  himfelf  j  make  them  inftrumental  t6 . 
his  fervice ;  which  as  it  is  the  gteateft  ho- 
nor, fo  it  is  alfo  the  greatefl  latisfaftion 
to  a  good  heart.  He  fliews  himfelf  ro'ff 
mercenary  that  fo  longs  for  his  rfewatd^  as 
togrow  impatient  of  his  attendances :  he' 
that  loves  God,  thinks  himfelf  bleft  in  thd 
opportunity  of  doing  work ,  as  wfcU  as  iii 
receiviilg  wages.  Thus  we  fee  how  life  isi 
ttnder  aU  thefe  dfpeAsaiiicrcy^tbapiou^ 

E  liiari^ 
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man »  and  fuch  as  not  only  obliges  him  to 
contwtment ,  but  gratitude. 

5.  But  fuppofing  a  man  cannot  give 
this  comfortable  accountpf  his  life ,  but 
IS  confcious  that  he  has  (pent  it  to  a  very 
different  purpofe,  yet  do's  not  that  at  all 
kifen  his  obligations  to  God ,  who  meant 
he  ihould  have  emploi'd  it  better ,  and 
that  he  has  not  don  fo  is  merely  his  own 
fault.  Nay  indeed  the  worfe  nis  ftate  is 
the  greater  mercy  it  is ,  that  God  has  not 
made  it  irreverfible ,  that  he  has  not  cut 
him  off  at  once  from  the  earth  and  the 
poifibility  of  heaven  too ,  but  afibrds  him 
yetzXongtt  day  ^fytihe  will  bearhUvoke^ 
Pfal.95'.7.  This  long-fuflering  is  one  of 
the||mo(t  tranfcendent  a<^  of  divine  good- 
oefs ,  and  therefore  the  Apoflle  rightly 
ftiles  it  the  rkhes  of  his  goodnefi  ana  Img^ 

Juffhringandfcrbearance ^^om.  x.  4.  and  to 
at  laft  we  commonly  acknowledg  it,  whea 
we  have  worn  it  out ,  and  can  no  longer 
receive  advantage  by  it.  What  a  value 
do's  a  gafping  defpairing  foul  put  upon  a 
fmall  parcel  of  that  time ,  which  before 
he  knew  not  how  fall  enough  to  fquan- 
der  ?  Oh  that  men  would  fet  the  fame  e- 
ftimate  on  it  before :  and  then  certainly  aa 
it  would  naoke  them  better  husbands  of 

it. 
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it,  fo  it  wcnild  alfo  render  them  more 
diankfulforit,  Accomting  that  the  iong- 
faffering  of  cur  Lord  is  Salvation^  xPct. 
3.1s. 

6.  Ikd££d  did  men  but  rightly  ccmi- 
pute  the  benefit. of  life  upon  this  (core, 
all  fecukt  encumbrances  and  uneafinefles 
of  it  would,  be  over- whelmed ,  and  ftand 
only  as  Cyphers  in  the  account.  What  a 
fhame  is  it  then  that  we  fhould  fpend  our 
breath  in  fighs  and  ouc-cries  ?  which  if 
we  would  employ  to  thofe  nobler  ends 
for  which  'twas  given ,  would  iuperfede 
our  complaints ,  and  make  us  Confefs  we 
were  well  deadt  with ,  that  our  life  ( thb 
bare  and  flript  of  all  outward  acceflaries  ) 
is  ff^venrnforafrey^  j€r.45'.y.  And  in- 
deed he  that  has  yet  the  great  Work  of  life 
to  do  ^  can  very  ill  fpare  time  or  forrow  to 
.  beflow  upon  the  regretting  any  temporal 
lidiftrefs,  ,fince  his  whole  ftock  is  little  c- 
nough  to  bewail  and  repair  his  negle^fls 
of  his  eternal,  concerns.  Were  oiir  livfis 
therefore  deftitute  of  all  outward  com- 
£(^rt,  nay  were  they  nothing  butafeene 
of  perpetual  difafters ,  yet  this  one  advan- 
tage of  life  would  inftnitly  out-weigh 
^em  ail ,  and  raider  our  ipurmuring  vt- 

ry  in^coilablef 

E  X  7- Bur 
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7.  B  u  T  God  has  not  put  this  to  tJie 
utmoft  trial ,  has  never  plac'd  any  man 
.  in  fuch  a  (late  of  unmixt  calamity ,  but 
that  he  (till  affords  many  andgreatallaies: 
he  finds  it  fit  fomtimes  todefalkfomeof 
.  our  outward  comforts ,  and  perhaps  im- 
bitter  others ,  but  he  never  takesall  away. 
.This  muft  be  acknowledged ,  if  we  do  but 
confider  how  many  things  there  are  in 
which  the  whole  race  of  mankind  do 
in  common  partake.  The  four  Elements , 
,  fire  and  water ,  air  and  earth ,  do  not  more    I 
make  up  every  manscompontion,  then 
they  fupply  his  needs :  the  whf  le  hoft  of 
heaven ,  the  Sun ,  Moon,  and  Stafs,  Mofes, 
\vill  tell  us ,  are  by  God  divided  to  ailna- 
tions  under  the  whole  heaven^  peut.4. 19. 
Thofe  refplendent  bodies ,  equally  afford    : 
their  light  and  influence  taall.    Thefun    ' 
ihines  as  bright  on  the  poor  Cottage,  as  on    1 
the  molt  magnificent  Palace;  and  the    j 
.  ftars  have  their  benign  AfpeftSias  well  for 
.  him  that  is  behind  the.  Mill,  ias  for  htm  that 
JktethontheThrone ,  Ex.ii.j.  Propriety 
,  ( the  great  incendiary  below  )  breeds  no 
•  confufion  in  thoie  celeftial  Orbs,  but  they 
'  are  every  mans  trefure,  yet  no  mans  pecu- 
-liAf  (  as  if  they  meant  to  teach  us,  that  our 
love  of  appropriation  de^jends.mt  fr&m 
v. .' . ;  ^bove 
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above ,  Jam.  3 .1  $.  is  no  heavenly  quality. ) 

8.  And  as  they  make  no  diitindion 
of  the  ranks  anddegreesof  men^,  fo  nei- 
ther do  they  of  their  vermes.  Oar  Sa- 
vior tells  us ,  God  caufes  his  Sun  ta  rife  m 
the  good  and  on  the  efvil ,  andjendeth  ruin  on 
thejujiandon  the  unjufi ,  Mat.  5*.  45*.  If  now 
we  defcend  lower  to  the  fublunary  crea- 
tures, they  equally  pay  their  homage  to 
man ,  do  not  difdain  the  dominion  of  the 
poor ,  and  fubmit  to  that  of  the  rich ,  but 
ihew  us  that  their  inflinc^  extends  to 
the  whole  nature.  An  horfe  draws  the 
poor  mans  plough ,  as  tamely  as  the  Prin- 
ces chariot ,  and  the  beggars  hungry  cur 
follows  him  with  as  much  obfequioufneis 
and^i^if&dion  as  thepamper  d lap-dogs  of 
the  niceft  Ladies.  The  ffieep  obey  a  poor 
merceqary  ihepherdas  well  as  the^  did  the 
Daughters  of  the  wealthy  iMbanyGtn.'t^. 
^.orofyethrozFhtict ,  £xod.x.x6..and as 
willingly  yield  their  fleece  to  clothe  L^^- 
ziorus.as  to  make  purple  {ox^ives^nd  as 
animals ,  fo  vegetables  are  as  con^munica- 
tive  of  their  qualities  to  one  man  as  ano- 
ther^ The  corn  nuriflies ,  the  fruits  refreih, 
the  flowers  delight,  the  (implescif  re  the 
poor  man  as  well  as  the  rich. 

9.  ]^UT  I  forefee  it  will  bcofajeiRied., 

that 
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that  thefe  natural  priviledges  are  infigni* 
ficant,  becaufe  they  are  evacuated  by 
thofe  pofitive  laws  which  bound  pro- 
priety >  and  that  therefore  tho  one  man 
could  ufe  thexreatures  as  well  as  anocl^r, 
yet  every  man  has  them  not  to  ufe.  I  an- 
iwer ,  that  for  fome  of  the  thif^s Ihave 
mentioned,  they«are  ftill  in  their  native 
latitude »  cannot  beinclofcdor  monopo- 
lix'd.  The  moft  ravenous  oppreilbt  could 
never  yet  lock  up  the  fim  in  his  cheft :  be 
Hyat  laies  baufi  to  bwftsmdkmdtclandjtiU 
there  be  no  place ,  Efay  5*.  8.  cannot  indofe 
the  common  air :  and  the  like  may  he 
faidofdiversoftherefl:  fo  that  diere  are 
fome  (and  thofe  no  mean)  ble(fings,which 
continue  ftill  the  itklefeifibie  riehit  of 
-mankind  in  general.  ^ 

10.  As  for  thofe  other  things  which  are 
liable  to  die  reflri<^tve  tetms  of  metm  and 
tmmiy  'tis  not  to  he  denied  but  there  is 
y  aft  diiSetence  in  the  difpeniing  them ;  as 
great  as  Nathans  parable^defcribes ,  when 
he.fpeaks  of  the  numerous  flacks  of  the 
rich  man ,  and  the  Jingle  ewe  lavAtftbe 
foor , .  2; Sara.  ix.  z.  yd:  there  is  fcaifceany 
fo  deplocaUy  indigent ,  but  that  hy  one 
means  or  other ,  he  ^has  or  may  have  the 
nece^iy  fiipportsiof  ^.    iPorhapsthev 
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^1  not  into  his  lap  by  birth-right  and 

inheritance,  yet  they  are  acquirable  by 

labor  and  induftry ,  which  is  perhaps  the 

better  tenure.    They  cannot  it  may  be 

arrive  to  Sodoms  fnlnefs  of  breads  yet  if 

they  have  not  h^t  almndance  ofldknefs^ 

Ez;  i&  40.  they  commonly  need  not  Want 

that ,  which  was  the  hight  oiJgurs  wiih , 

food convenietU ,  Pro.3o.8,  Tis  true  indeed^ 

if  they  will  fold  their  hands  in  their  bo«- 

fomjitmi^olomws  Skiggard^theywiUnot 

fUmSiyreafofi  of  the  cola,  they  mud  take 

his  Tate  in  the  fummer ,  as  they  have  his 

cafe  in  the  winter ,  tbey  may  beg  tn  barveft , 

andhan>e  nothing ,  Prov.  %o.  4.  But  then  'tis 

viiible  they  are  the  Authors  of  their  own 

Aeceffities*    And  indeed  to  men  of  fuch 

lazy  carelefs  natures,  'tis  hard  to  fay » what 

degree  of  Gods  bounty  can  kciep  them 

from  want,  fince  we  otten  fee  the  iaireft 

fortunes  diilipated  as  well  by  the  fupine 

negligence ,  as  the  riotous  prodigality  of 

the  owners .  And  therefore  if  men  will  be 

idle,  they  are  not  to  accufe  God,but  thein- 

felves  it  they  be  indigent. 

II.  B-u  T  then  there  is  one  cafe  where- 
in men  feem  more  jjpieviciblyexpos'd,  and 
that  is  when  by  age,  iicknefs,  ordecre- 
pitnefs,  they  are  dibbled  from  work » 

or 
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or  when  their  family  is  too  numerous  fot 
their  work  to  maintain.  And  this  indeed 
feems  the  moft  forlbrn  ftate  of  poverty : 
yet  God  has  provided  for  them  alfo ,  by 
aligning  fuch  perfons  to  the  care  of  the 
richmay  he  has  put  an  extraordinary  mark 
6f  favor  on  them ,  givett  them  the  honot 
of  being  his  proxieis  and  reprefentatives^ 
made  them  letters  of  Attorny  (  as  it  were) 
to  dematld  relief  in  his  name,  and  upon  his 
accoiidt^  And  thb  *tis  too  true ,  that  even 
that  Autdrity  will  not  prevail  with  many 
of  the  rich  .to  open  their  purfes,yet  eveh  itt 
this  Age  of  frozen  charity ,  there  are  ftill 
fome  who  remember  upon  what  terms 
they  received  their  wealth  <  and  employ 
it  accordingly.  And  tho  the  number  of 
them  is  not  fo  great  as  were  to  be  wilht  i 
yet  tl^ere  are  in  all  parts  fome  fcattered 
here  and  there  like  Cities  of  refuge  inthc 
Land ,  Deut  19.  ±.  to  which  th^fe  poor 
diftreffed  creatures  may  flee  for  fuecour; 
And  I  think  I  may  fay ,  that  between 
the  legal  provifions  that  are  made  in  this 
cafe ,  and  voluntary  contributions ,  there: 
are  not  Very  many  that  want  the  things 
that  are  of  abfolute  neceflity :  and  we 
know  St.Taul  compriies  thofeinafmall 
compafs ,  foodandraiment ,  and  propofej 

thcni 
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them  as  fufficient  inaterials  of  Content^ 
I  Tim.  6.  8.    I  fay  not  this  to  contra^ 
.  any  mans  bowels ,  or  leflen  his  compani- 
ons to  fuch  poor  wretches.  For  how  much 
Ibevfer  they  lend ,  I  wifli  as  Jodb  did  in  anr 
other  cafe  to  T>avtd ,  the  Lord  increafe  it 
a  hundredfold,  2  Sam.  2.4.  3 .  I  only  urge 
.it  as  an  evidence  of  the  aflertion  I  am  to 
prove ,  that  no  man  \s  fo  pretermitted  by 
God ,   or  his  difpofal  of  temporals ,  but 
that  even  he  that  feems  the  mod  aban,- 
dQni'd  has  a  fliare  in  his  Providence,  and 
confcquently  cannot  juftly  murmur,  {incf 
even  this  ftate  which  is  jhe  higheft  iii- 
.flance  of  human  indigence,  is.not  with- 
out its  receits  from  God.  '  '  !"'• 
,  IX.  But  the  number  in  this  form  art 
but  few ,  compared  ta  thofe  in  a  higher"; 
for  between  this  &  the  higheft  affluence'^ 
how  many  intermedial  degrees  are  ther6\ 
in  which  njen  partake  not  only  of  the  ne- 
.ccflarics,  tutcpmfortsbflife;  that  have 
pot  only  food  and  raiment,  but  their  di- 
'iiinftion  of  Holy  day  and  Working  day^ 
*fare  and  apparel?  He  that  is  but  one  ftep 
advanced  from  beggery  has  fo  much,  he 
•that  has  got  to  a  fecond  has  more  then  is 
heccffary,  and  fo  every  degree  rifes  in 
plenty  till  it  comes  to  vanity  and  cxceft. 

F  And 
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'and  even  there  too  there  arc  gradual  ri- 
'iihgs,  fome  having  fo  much  fewel  for 
luxury ,  that  they  are  at  as  great  a  lofs  for 
inv  ention ,  as  others  can  be  for  materials, 
and  complain  that  there  are  no  farther 
Riots  left  for  them  to  effay.  How  many 
are  there  who  have  fo  cloi'd  and  glutted 
iheir  fenfes ,  that  they  want  fome  other 
inlets  for  plcfure,  and  with  the  rich  man 
in  the  Gofpel ,  are  in  diftrefs  where  to  be- 
llow their  abundance  ? 

13,  And  fute  fuch  asthefc  ciinnot  de- 
ny that  they  have  received  good  things, 
yet  generally  there)  are  none  lefs  conten- 
ted ;  which  is  a  clear  demonftration  that 
cur  repinings  proceed  riot  from  any  ae- 
felft  of  bounjty  in  God ,  but  from  the  ma- 
lignant tamper  of  our  own  hearts.  And  as 
lit  is  an  eafier  thing  to  fatisfy  the  cravings 
pjf  an  hungry ,  then  to  cure  the  naufeous 
fecoilings  of  a  furfeited  ftomach ;  fo  cer- 
tainly tne  difcontents  of  the  poor,  are 
mucn  eafier  allai'd  then  thofe  of  the  rich. 
The  indigence  of  the  one  has  contrafl:ed 
1iis'defires,and  has  taught  him  not  to  look 
farther  then  a  little  beyond  bare  necefla- 
ries,  fo  that  a  moderate  Alms  fatisfies,  and 
a  liberal  tranfports  him:  but  he  who  by  a 
jper|)etual  repletion  has  his  defires  flcetcht 

and 
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and  extended ,  is  capable  of  no  fuch  fatii^, 
fadlion.  When  liis  enjoiments  foreftall  all 
particular  purfuits,  and  he  knows  not  up-r 
onwhattofaftenhisncxtwiih  ;.  yetev^iflj 
(hen  he  has  fome  confus'd  unformed  ap^ 
petites ,  and  thinks  himfclf  miferable  be- 
caufe  he  cannot  tell  what  would  make, 
him  niore  happy.  And  yet  this  is  that  eti- 
vi'd  ftate  which  men  with  fomuch  gree- 
dinefs  afpire  to.  Everyman  looks  on  it  as 
the  top  of  felicity,  to  have  nothing  more 
to  wiih  in  the  World.  And  yet  alas  even 
that  when  attained ,  would  be  their  tor-i 
ment.  Let  men  never  think  then  that  coon 
tentement  is  to  be  caught  by  long  and  £6^ 
reign  chaces ;  he  is  likelieft  to  find  it  who 
fits  at  home ,  and  dulv  contemplates  thofe 
Bleifings  which  Goa  has  brought  within 
his  reach ,  of  which  every  man  has  a  £lic 
proportion,  if  he  will  advert  to  it. 

14.  For  befides  thefe  external  accel^ 
fions  (of  which  themeaneft  have  fomi$«r 
the  middle  fort  a  great  deal ,  and  the  u{h 
permoft  rather  too  much  )  man  is  a  prin- 
cipality within  himfelf ,  and  has  in  his 
Gompofure  fo  many  excellent  impreflfes  of 
bis  Makers  power  and  goodnefs ,  that  he 
need  not  ask  leave  of  any  exterior  thiitg 
tabe  happy «  if  he  knoW'  but  aright  how 

F  X  to 
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to  value  himfelf :  the  very  trfeaneftpart 
of  him,  his  body,  is  a  piece  of  admirable 
workmanfhip,  of  amoftintdmprehenfi- 
ble  contrivance ,  as  the  Pfalmift  faies ,  he 
u  fearfully  and  wonderfully  made ;  and  'tis 
aftonifliing  to  think  of  what  a  fy mmctry 
of  parts  this  beautiful  Fabric  is  made  up. 
Nor  are  they  only  for  fliew ,  but  ufe :  eve- 
ry member ,  every  limb  is  endowed  with 
a  particular  faculty  to  make  it  ferviceable 
to  the  whole ;   and  that  admirable  con- 
texture of  veins  and  arteries ,  (inews  and 
mafcles ,  nerves  and  tendons ,  lione  are  fu* 
*  perflubus ,  but  fome  way  or  other  contri- 
bute to  vegetation ,  fenfe ,  or  motion.  Nay 
the  mod:  noble  and  moft  ufeful  parts  are 
all  of  them  double ,  not  only  as  a  refervc 
in  cafe  of  mifad  venture  of  one  part ;  but 
alfo  as  an  inftance  of  the  bounty  of  the 
Donor.     And  indeed  it  is  obfervable  of 
Galen  in  his  Writings,  that  after  he  had 
taken  great  care  toexemthimfelf  and  alt 
of  his  Profeffion  from  taking  notice  of 
the  Deity ,  by  faying ,  That  to  difcourfe 
concerning  the  Gods ,  was  the  task  of  fpe- 
culative  Philofophers ;    yet  coming  to 
write  de  uju  fartium ,  and  confidering  the  * 
frame  of  humane  Bodies ,  and  therein  dif- 
covering  the  wonderful  contrivance  of  e- 

very 
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very  part  in  reference  to  its  felf ,  and  alfo 
to  the  whole ,  their  ftfength ,  agility ,  and 
various  movement,  inhnitly  furpafling 
the  powers  of  all  Mechanic  Engines ,  he 
ieems  to  have  had  the  fate  we  read  oiSaul 
in  holy  Scripture ,  and  againft  his  genius 
and  purpofe,  to  become  a  Prophet,  break-* 
ing  frequently  out  into  Hymns  and  facred 
raptures;  faying,  thefe  Myfteries  are  more 
Divine  then  tht^Satnothracian  or  Eleujm^ 
an  i  and  confefling  they  both  ftriftly  re-  \ 

quire ,  and  iniinitly  excel  the  low  returns 
of  human  praife.  But  beyond  the  fabric 
of  parts  as  organic ,  what  an  extrad  of 
wonder  are  our  fenfes ,  ihokfive  i^erati- 
6ns  of  the  Lord,2s  the  fon  oiSyrach  rightly 
(  and  by  way  of  eminence  )  ftiles  them,£r. 
17.5?  By  theie  Vv=e  draw  all  outward  ob- 
jefts  to  ourfelves.  What  were  the  beauties 
of  the  Univerfc  to  us ,  if  we  had  not  fight 
to  behold  them ,  or  the  moil  melodious 
founds ,  if  we  had  not  hearing  ?  and  io  of 
the  reft-  And  yet  thefe  are  not  only  gene- 
rally given,  but  alfo  preferv'd  to  the 
greater  part  of  men :  and  perhaps  would 
be  to  more ,  did  not  our  bafe  undervaluing 
of  common  mercies ,  force  God  fomtimes 
to  inftruft  us  in  their  worth,  bymaking 
us  feel  what  it  is  to  want  them. 

■I J'.  MuL- 


46        The  Art  of  Concentmtnt. 

15*.  Mux-TixuDE  of  refrefliments  alfo 
God  has  provided  for  our  Bodies ,  parti-* 
euiarly  that  of  deep ,  of  which  he  has 
bin  fo  confiderate »  as  in  his  diftribudons 
of  time  ,^  CO  make  a  folemn  allotment  for 
it :  yet  who  almoft  when  he  lies  down  con- 
fiders  the  mercy, or  when  he  rifes  refreiht, 
rifes  thaokful  alfo  ?  But  if  our  reft  at  any 
time  be  interrupted  by  the  cares  of  our 
mind,  or  pains  of  our  bodies,  then,  (and 
not  till  then)  we  confider,  that  'tis  God 
nn^ gives  his  behvedjleep ,  Pial.  1x7.  %.  and 
^ink  it  a  bleifing  worth  our  efteem.  Thus 
ii:  is  with  health,ftreiigth,and  every  thin] 
elfe ,  we  defpife  it  whilft  we  have  it ,  ant 
impatiently  defire  it  whilft  we  have  it 
oot ;  but  in  the  interim  fure  we  cannot 
complain ,  chat  Gods  hand  is  ihortned  to- 
wards us ,  when  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of 
his  Providence  we  CQmmonly  enjoy  thefe 
Mercies  many  years ,  which  we  6nd  fo 
muchmifsof ,  it  they  be  withdrawn  but 
for  a  few  hours.  And  indeed,  there  is 
noc  a  greater  inftance  of  human  jpravi- 
or  then  our  fenfeleis  concemc  otBlef- 
iings ,  merely  becaufe  they  are  cuftoma^ 
ry ;  which  in  true  reaibn  is  an  argument 
V9hf  we  fliQuld  prize  them  the  more 
When  we  deal  wijth  men ,  we  difcerti  it 

well 
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well  enough^  he  thatgiyesmeonceioo 
pounds,  I  account  not  fo  much  my  Be- 
nefador,  as  if  he  made  it  my  annual  re- 
venue ;  yet  God  muft  lofe  his  thatiks ,  by 
multiplying  his  favors;  and  his benefitls 
grow,  more  invifible  by  their  being  al- 
waics  before  us. 

16.  But  the  Body  (with  its  enjoi- 
ment )  is ,  but  the  loweft  inftance  of  Gods 
bounty ,  *tis  but  a  decent  cafe  for  that 
ineftimable  Jewel  he  has  put  In  it :  the 
Soul ,  iikt  the  Arf^ » is  the  tiling  for  which 
this  whole  Tabetnacle  was  framed,  and 
that  is  a  Ipafjk  of  Divinity  in  which  alone 
it  is  that  God  accompliihed  his  defign  of 
'making  man  in  his  wnM  image ,  Gen.  i .  x(J. 
'Twould  be  too  lone  to  attemt  an  exad 
ftirvey  of  its  particular  Excellcficies.  The 
mere  intelkaual  powers  wherewith  it  is 
indued ,  have  e jcercifed  the  curiofity  and 
raifed  the  admiration  of  the  great  con- 
templations of  Nature  in  all  Ages  ;•  yet  af- 
ter all  ,  ofib  fubtiie  compofure  is  the  foul , 
that  it  is  infcrutable  even  to  itfelf :  and 
tho  the  fimpleft  ftian  knows  he  has  the 
faculties  of  Imagination ,  Appreheinfion , 
Memory ,  Refleding ;  yet  the  lesurnedll 
cannot  aflign  tvhete  they  atefeated ,  or  by 
what  means  they  operate.    Tis  effi&ugn 

to 
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to  us  tbat  we  have  then),  and  many  ex- 
cellent ufes  for  them  4  one  whereof  (  and 
a  moll  neceflary  one  )  is  a  thankful  re- 
flexion onthegoodnefs  of  God  who  gave 
them.  He  might  have  made  us  in  the 
very  loweft  form  of  Creatures ,  infenfible 
flocks  or  ftones ;  or  if  he  had  advanced  us 
.a  flep higheri  he  might  have  fixt  us  among 
mere  Animals ,  made  us  perhaps,  of  the 
noxious^at  beft  of  the  tamer  fort  of  beads; 
but  he  has  placM  us  in  the  highefl;  r^k  of 
vifible  creatures ,  ^nd  npt  only  given  us 
!!Dommon  over  the  works  of  his  hands  Pfal. 
,8.6.  but  has  given  usReafon  wherewith 
to  manage  that  Soveraignty,  without 
which  weliadonly  bintlVemoremailerlers 
fort  of  brutes. 

17.  Yet  flill  the  Soul  is  to  beconfi- 
derM  in  a  higher  notion,  that  of  its  Im- 
mortality and  capacity  of  endlefs  Blifs  ; 
and  here  indeed  it  owns  its  extra<Aion , 
and  is  an  Image  of  the  firll  Being ,  whoie 
felicity  is  coexiftent  with  himfelf ;  this , 
as  it. is  the  moft  tranfcendent  accompliihr 
.ment  of  our  Nature^foitismoftuniverr- 
fftl.  Whatever  difp^rity  there  may  be- 
.itween  man  and  mati  in  other  rcfpefts, 
yet  in  this  all  are  equal  The  poor  beg^ 
get  at  the  gate  has  a  Soul  as  capacious  oJF 
.  "  '        '  Eter- 
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btemal  happindTs ,  as  he  whojfe  erupts  h^ 
be^  for  (hay  fomtimfcs  better  prepared 
for:  it ,  ais  that  parable  Ihews ,  Luke  1 6  j  i . ) 
And  tho  the  dignities  of  eartti  arc  the 
jpiri^e  pf  thi^  rich  and  noble ,  the  fubtle  and 
aeiighing;yiBt  heaven  i^  as  eafily  mounted 
^bni  mp  djing-hill  as  the  throne ,  and  aii 
Tibn^ft  {implicity  will  Ibpriei:  bring  us  thi- 
ther,  then  all  the  MachiaYfliari  policy. 
Nay  God  has  not  only  defign^d  iis  to  ib 
glorious  ah  end ,  but  has  dpii.  all  on  his 
jpart  tofecure  us  of  it ,  fent  kis  Son  to  lead 
us  the  ,way  ♦  his  foirit  to  quicken  iis  id 
it.     We  heed  not  ctifpute  how  uiiiveifal 
this  is;  'tis  fute  it  cdncerns  all  towhoni 
I  am  how  Jbeaking ,  thofe  that  are  within 
the  pale  of  the  Church:  and  if  it  ihduld 
prove  confin'd  only  to  them,  the  t}fibr6 
pecuUar  is  thei^  obfigatioh ,  that  are  thus 
iingled  out  frttm  the  reft,  of  the  world  i 
iand  the  greater  ought  to  be  their  tliahk- 
fulhefsl    The  heathen  Philofopher  madd 
it  matter  of  his  folemnacknowledgmeat 
to  fortune,  that  he  was  born  a  Grecian  and 
not  a  Barbarian:  and  fure  the  advantages 
tof  our  Cliriftianity  jire  of  a  ihuch  higjtie^ 
.ftraiii,  and  pught  tp  hii  iijfinjtly  more 
.  iielebratod^  The  Apoftli?  we  find  bttcn  a^- 
.^lauding  this  giorioii^  privilege , '  as  that 
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which  makes  \is  fellow  citizens  ^tWthe 
Saints ,  and  of  the  housholdofGody  Epifef.  3. 
I Q.  nay  which  elevates  us  to  a  higher  ^^'te, 
the  adoption  ofpfns ,  0aL'  -^  ^. :  Mot  oiiiy 
Sons ,  but  Heirs  al/i  cifGodJinajoird^ 
withChri/i  ,Kotn^%.  17. .  And>*?)^^ 
tion  is  there  fo  greedy  whi^ch  jdiis*  >^ifi 
notiatisfy  ?  yet  this  is  our  ;cor^tti^  A  ftatc , 
the  birth-rWht  of  our  rcgiineratipn ,   tf 
we  do  not  degrade  bur  felVes  ,'^  and  with 
^«bafelyfqlioHrtitle-      '  ^''*  T 
r8.  And  nbW  methioks  eveiy  man 

jnay  interrogate  hi d[ifeif  i*  theiamfi  jTorni, 
wherein  Jomtdah  did  Aainonl  z  Skni  13  ^. 
'^i6y  4^r/  thoii^betng  the  Kings fiji ,  thus  lean 
from  day  to  ^-fl^K?'V^y  ft^  who 

ii  adopted  by  the  ;King  of  'Kih^s ,  •  thus 
langurlh  and  piiie  1  Whatiyidiert^elow 
thelun  worthy  his  notice,niuc!H  lel$hjs  da^ 
fires,  thatliath  a  Kingdom  abbv^  Cet- 
tainly  did  we  but  know  hbW^d  cftim^te 
pur  (elves  upon  this  account,  'twere  ini- 
,po(fible  for  us  with  fuch  fordid  coijdc- 
fcenfions  to  court  every  petty  wojjdly  in- 
tereft  \  and  fo  impatiently  vex  our  felvtt 
when  we  cannot  ^attain  it.  Alas  how  uri- 
wbrthily  do  we  bpar  the  h^me  of  Chri- 
ftians ,  when  that  >vhich  jcarrj^dthe  Fore- 
fathers of  our  Faith  thro  the  mbft  fiery  tri^ 
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a}%,  ca^npc  Xupport  us  under  the  dtfap^ 
ppintmenr'  of  any  extravagant  dei^re  ? 
They  had  i^chrej^e^  to  the  recommence  of 
the  rewar4^  Heb.li.  26.  as  maoe  them 
cheerfully  expofe  their  F^me  to  ignomi- 
ny, their  Goods  to  rapine ,  their  Bodies  to 
the  nipft  exquifite  tottures,  and  their 
Lives  to4eath.  Yet  the  fame  hopes  can- 
not work  \:is.tp  any  tolerable  degree  of  pa- 
tience, wJbtn  we  fufTer  but  the  fmallefl: 
diminution  in  any  of  thefe*  What  fhall; 
we  fay  ?  is  Heaven  grown  Icfs  valuable 
or  Eartji^  more  then  it  was  then  ?  -  No  fure- 
ly ,  but  xye  are  more  infatuated  in  our  efti- 
mates «  we  have  fo.long  gbetted  the  rival- 
ry bf  thei  faand^maid ,  that  the  Miftreis  ,^ 
like  ;$*4r^^;>appears  defpicable.  Yflkt  Jonah 
we  fit  down  fuUen  upon  the  withering  of' 
a'gourd^  never  confid^ing  that  God  has 
provided  us  a  better  ihelter ,  a  building  of 
G^deternalin  the  Heavens y  %Cot.  j.  i.  In- 
deed there  can  be  no  temporal  deftitution 
fo  great,  which  fuch  an  expectation  can- 
not make  fupportablc-  Were  we  in  Jobs 
conditioni^tting  upon  a  dunghill  and 
fcraping  our  felves with  a  piotiheard,  yet 
as  long  as.  we  fay  "^ixhhim  our  Redeemer 
livetb  y  Job.  19. 25,  we  have  all  reafpn  to 
fay  with  him  alfo ,  blejfidhe  the  name  of  the 
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I^rd ,  Gh .  1 . 4 1 .  What  a  madhds  is  it  then* 
for  ijfs  to  expofe  our  felvcs  td  be  pierc'd 
and  wounded  by  every  temporal  advcrii- 
ty ,  who  have  fo  impenetrablean  armour? 
liay  what  an  ungrateful  contumely  is  it 
to  that  gpodnefs  of  God ,  to  fliew  that  we 
cannot  make  him  a  cotmterpoifb  to  the 
pioii  trivial  fecular  fatisfac^ion  ?  on  which 
account  fure  he  may  again  take  up  that 
exprpbratins  complaint  we  find  in  the 
Prophet ,  A  goodly  frice  that  I  was  valued 
at  them ,  Zac.  u.  13 . 

19.  But  how  mean  foever  he  is  in  our 
pips ,  tho  ChriB  feem  the  fame  to  us  in  his 
glory  which  he  did  in  his  abje6Vion,  to 
have  no  bej^uty  that  we  fliould  defire  him ; 
yet  he  puts  another  rate  upon  himfelf , 
and  tells  us  that  he  that  loves  Father  or 
Mother ,  Son  or  daughter  more  then  me , 
is  npt  worthy  of  me  ^  Mat.ioisj.  Now  our 
love  and  our  joy  are  paflions  coincident , 
and  therefore  whatever  we  joy  more  in 
then  we  do  in  him,  wemaybeprefum'd 
^o  love  better ;  and  if  he  cannot  endure 
the  competition  oFthofe  more  ingenuous 
objefts  of  our  love  he  there  mentions, how 
will  he  fufFer  that  of  our  vanities ,  our 
cHddifh  wanton  ^petites  ?  Andyetthofc 
^re  ^1^9  things  after  which  we  fo  impati- 
ently 
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cntly  rave.  For  I  believe  I  may  truly 
affirm  ,  that  if  there  were  a  fcrutihy  made 
iQto  all  the  difcoittents  of  mankind,  £ot 
one  that  wpre  faftned  upon  any  great  con- 
iiderable  calamity ,  there  are  many  that 
are  founded  only  in  the  irregularity  of 
our  own  defires* 

ao.  By  what  has  bin  faidwemay  juft- 
hr  conclude  in  the  Prophets  phrafe ,  God 
bath  not  bin  to  us  a  wtUernefs^  a  land  of 
Harknejs^  Jer.  x.  31.  but  has  gracioufly 
difpenc*d  to  us  in  all  our  interifts.  Yet  the 
inftanqes  here  given  are  only  common » 
iuch  a$  relate  to  sill .  or  at  leaft  the  far 
greater  part  of  mahkind :  but  what  vo* 
lums  itiight  be  *miB^de ,  fliould  every  man 
fet  down  his  own  particular  experiences 
of  mercy?  In  that  cafe 'twould  be  no  ex* 
travagartt  Hyperbole  we  find ;  Joh^xx.i  ji 
That  even  the  world  itfelf  could  not  contain 
the  Books  which  Jhould  be  written  J  God 
knows  our  memories  are  very  frail,  and 
our  obie^ations  flight  in  this  point:  yet 
abftraftiiig  froni  all  the  forgotten  or  neg- 
lefted  favors ,  what  vaft  Catalogues  may 
every  man  niakte  to  himfelf ,  if  he  would 
but  yet  recoiled ,  what  effefts  he  has  had 
of  Gods  bounty  in  giying,  of  his  provi- 
dence in  proteaing ;   of  his  grace  in  re^ 
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ftraining  and  exciting  of  hts  patience  i|i 
ibrbeanog  ?  And  c^ttainiy  all  thefe  pro- 
duAions  oi  the  diyinetgpodnefs  were  ne- 
ver defionUto  die  in  tiie;  birth.  The  Pfal- 
miftwilltQltus^  TheIj»^4^atbfo  donhis 
marveWmworks ,  thai  th^  ought  to  be  had 
inremembrance  yVi.111. 3.  Let  every  man 
th^n  make  it  his  daily  care  to  recount  to 
himielfthe  wonders  God  hath  don  ^  as  for 
the  children  of  men  in  general,  fo  for  him* 
felf  in  particular.  When  the  Ifraelites 
murmured  under  their  bondj^^/,^  Tha- 
raob  imputes  it  to  their  idlenefst  and 
prelctibes  them  more  WQi;k»  ^^  :^^^  r^^^ 
dieil  cu#e :  a  Ple^e'  indeed  of  jjtuiumatii 
Tyf^nny  in  him'j  but  n^y  with  equity 
and  Aicceis  be  prai^iced  by  us  Upon  our 
felves.  when  weiindoiii:  appetites  mu- 
tinous ,  complaining  o£  our  piseftnt  con- 
dition, letusfetourfelvestowork  ,  im^ 
pofe  it  as  a  task  upon  our  felves  to  re- 
collet  the  many  inuances  of  God^  mer- 
cies.; And  furely  if  v^e  do  it  ilncerely , 
and  with  intention «  vfC:  cannot  have  padb 
thro  half  our  ibag^s^  before  our  fullen 
murmurs  will  be  be^t  out  of  counte- 
nance ,  and  retire  withfhame ,  when  they 
are  confronted  with  fudti:  a  cloud  of  wit- 
adies  »  filch  iigti^  teflimonies  of  Gods 

good- 
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goodnefs  to  us :  for  when  we  have  mu- 
(ter  d  up  all  our  little  grievances ,  moft 
critically  examfnH  alt'oui: 'Wants,  we  ihall 
find  them  very  onproportionable  to  our 
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i.  ^Tp  O  regulate  oiir  eflimate  of  thofe 
''X  things  which  we  either  enjdy  ot 
fuffer,there  are  three  precedent  queries  to 
be  made :  the  firft  of  their  number  or  plen- 
ty, the  Second  of  their  weight,  the  third 
of  their  conftahcy  and  continuance ;  for 
according  as  they  partake  mote  of  thefe 
properties  every  good  is  more  good,  and 
every  evil  is  more  evil.  It  wifi  therefore 
be  our  beft  method  of  trial  in  the  pre- 
fent  cafe ,  to  compare  dur  bleifings  and 
our  calamities  in  thefe  three  reibefb. 

X.  A  N  D  firft  in  that  of  plenty ,  thd 
mercies  of  God  are  the  fource  of  all  our 
good ,  are  fet  oiit  to  us  in  holy  fctipture 
in  the  mod  Juperlative  ftrcin.  They  arc 
multitude^  viz.io%.xofPlenteousredemti(mi 
Pfal.  130.  7-  as  high  as  the  heaven  ^  Plah 
.103.^11.  He  fills  all  things  living  with 
flentemfnefs ,  Pfal.i45'.i(J.  His  inercies  iii- 
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deed  are  fuch  as  come  not  within  th« 
compais  of  number »  bur  ftretch  them*" 
felves  to  infinity,  and  are  beft  reprefent- 
ed  by  fuch  a  calculation  as  God  made  to 
Abraham ,  when  he  fhew'd  him  the  nu-* 
meroufnefs  of  his  pofterity  by  the  innu-* 
merablenefs  of  the  ftars ,  Gen.  1 5*.  j.  Were. 
rhere  but  a  fingle  mercy  apportioned  to 
each  minute  of  our  hves ,  tne  fum  would 
arife  very  high :  but  how  is  our  Arithme* 
tic  confounded ,  when  every  minute  has 
nfore  then  we  can  diftini^ly  number? 
For  beddes  the  original  flock  mentioned 
in  the  laft  fedion ,  and  the  acceflion  of 
new  bounty,  the  giving  us  fomewhat 
which  we  had  not  before;  whatanactu^ 
mutative  mercy  is  it ,  the  preferving  what 
we  have  ?  We  are  made  up  of  fo  many 
pieces ,  have  fuch  varieties  of  interefts » 
spiritual,  temporal,  public,and  private;for 
our  felves,for  our  friends,and  dependants; 
that  it  is  not  a  confufed  general  regard 
that  will  keep  all  thefe  in  fecurity  one  mo- 
ment. We  arc  like  a  vaft  building ,  which 
cods  as  much  to  maintain,  as  to  ered.And 
indeed  confidering  the  corruptiblenefs  of 
our  materials ,  ^ur  prefervation  is  no  lefs 
a  work  of  omnipotence,  then  our  firft 
for mifig  :.nay  porhaps  'tis  rather  a  greater* 
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Our  Original  clay  tho  it  had  no  aptnefs  , 
yet  it  had  no  averfions  to  the  receiving 
a  human  form ;  but  was  in  the  hand  of  the 
potter  tamake  it  what  he  pleafed ;  but  we 
now  have  principles  of  decay  within  us » 
which  vehemently  tend  to  diflblution ; 
we  want  the  fupplies  of  feveral  things 
without  us ,  the  tailing  whereof  return  us 
again  to  our  duft.  Nay  we  do  not  only 
need  the  aid,  but  wefearthehoftilityof 
outward  things.  That  very  air  which  fom- 
{times  refreihes  us ,  may  at  another  ftarve 
and  freeze  us  t  that  which  warms  and 
cotnfbrts,  has  alfo  a  power  of  confu* 
mittg  us^  Yea  that  very  meat  which  nu* 
fifties  r  may  choak  ana  flifle  us.  In  a 
word,  there  is  no  creature  fo  de^icable^fo 
^iconftderabte ,  which  may  notfomtimes 
iWe  us ,  and  which  may  not  at  any  time 
(if  God  permit)  ruine  us.  Now  whence 
is  it  that  wefo  conftantly ,  fo  frequently 
find  the  good ,  the  benign  efficacy  of  thefe 
things ,  and  fo  ieldom ,  fo  rarely  the  evil  ? 
whence  I  fay  is  it,  but  from  the  aiftive. 
unwearied  providence,which  draws  forth 
the  better  properties  of  the  creatures  for 
out  ufe,  and  ceftrains  the  worferfor  our 
ftcurtcy?  which  with  a  particular  ad ver* 
(ea€9  watches  not  only  over  every  Per- 
'■     '  fon. 
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fon ,  but  over  every  feveral  concern  o£ 
that  perfon.  And  how  aftoni(hing  a  con- 
templation is  this  ?  If  the  mere  ebbing  and 
flowing  of  the  fea,  put  the  Philofopher 
into  fuch  an  extafy ,  that  h0;iilung  himr 
felf  into  it  becaule  he  could  Qot  com* 
prehend  the  infcrutable  caufe  dfriC;  in 
what  perpetual  raptures  of  adtniration 
may  we  be ,  who  have  every  minute  with- 
in us,  and  about  us,more  and  greater  won- 
ders ,  and  thofe  top  in  our  favor ,  when  v^e 
deferve  rather  the  divine  power  ifaould 
exert  i  t  felf  in  our  deftruAion?     ,    ; 

3 .  B  u  T  alas  our  danger  from  the  vi^ 
fible  creature,   is  little  compared  with 
thofe  from  the  fpirits  of  darknef$-^<^  ix^f^ 
file  not  only  with  fie Jh  and  Uood^  but  with 
Principalities  andTowers ,  withjpiritua^ 
wickeanefs ,  &c.  Eph.  6.  ix.  So  inveterate 
is  the  enmity  between  the  Serpent  and  the 
feed  of  the  Woman  in  general ,  that  h^ 
watches  all  advantages  againfl  us ,  not  on- 
ly in  our  fouls ,  buteven  our  bodies «  oar 
goods ,  and  in  every  part  of  our  concerns! 
Thus  we  fee  he  not  only  aflaujted  Job4 
foul  by  the  wicked  inunujitions  of  his 
Wife,    (with  more  etfeft  )  his  body 
With  boiles  and  fores ,  his  poffeflions  by 
the  Chaldeans  aAd  Sabeans^  iuid  the  i* 
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mages  of  himfelf ,  his  deareft  Children,'by 
a  wind  from  the  wildernefs.  Job.  i.  And 
can  we  think  his  malice  is  now  worn  out  ? 
Ho  fiireiy  he  ftill  wifhes  as  ill  to  mankind 
as  ever ,  and  we  (hould  foon  fee  the  wpful 
ef{e<^s  of  it ,  did  not  the  fame  power  which 
let  him  loofe  for  Johsttiziy  reftrainhim 
for  our  fafcty.  Nay  had  he  but  powerto 
affright ,  tho  not  to  hurt  us ,  even  that 
would  make  our  lives  very  uncomforta- 
ble. We  cannot  hear  the  relation  of  Spri- 
ghts  or  apparitions ,  but  our  blood  chills 
upon  it  ^  and  a  horror  runs  thro  our  veins  : 
what  ihould  we  then  do  if  he  ihould  make 
his  hight-wailks  thro  our  chambers ,  and 
with  his  illufory  terrors  difturb  our  reft  ? 
Yet  all  this  and  much  more  he  would  do , 
if  God  did  not  chain  uip  this  old ^ragm , 
Rev.  ao.    Nay  if  he  were  not  at  the  ex- 

i)ence  of  a  guard  about  us ,  and  thofe  ho 
efs  theU' Angels.  I  fhall  not  difpute  whe- 
ther every  perfon  hath  not  his  peculiar 
Guardian :  for  tho  many  have  not  impro- 
bably aflerted  it ,  we  have  ground  enough 
of  acquiefcence  in  the  general  affirmation 
of  the  Apoftle ,  that  they  are  allmintftring 
Spirits  ,/ent  forth  to  minifier  for  them  ^who 
JhaU  be  heires  of  Salvation ,  Heb.  i.  14. 
And  now  if  the  Reader  pleafe  to  fum 

up 
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^>  how  many  are  his  concariis,  <  and  how 
inany  are  the  dangers  which  await  him  ia 
them  all »  he  xantiot  fure  tender  the  ac- 
count of  thofe  mercies  which  preferve 
the  oixt,  anddiv^rt  the  other,  in  any  other 
phrafe  thenthiat  of  the  Pfiknift  y-Theyare 
m(h^eJhenIamal^toeKPmft\  Pfa.40,7.  - 
.    4.  W  ;e  may  now  chalkoge  the  mojft 
miferable ,  or  the  moil  querulous  man 
jiving,  to  produce  caufes  of  complaint, 
proportionable  to  thofe  of  thanks-giving. 
rHe  that  has  the  greateft  {lock  of  calami- 
j:ies ,  can  never  vye  with  the  heaps  of  be- 
nefits ;  the  dtiproportion  is  greater  then 
(that,  cif  the  Armies  of  Ahab'  and  Benba- 
\dddy  I  .Kings,  lo.  x^j.  whpredf  the  one 
was  like  two  Uttkfiocks  ofKi'ds^^  the  other 
filled  the  country.    God  ha,S:tdld  us  that 
he  affiiiis  not  wilUngfy,  nor  grieves  thf  cbU- 
tdren  of  men ,  Lam.  3.33.  whereas  on  the 
contrary^,  hcdetighteth  in  mercy.  Mich.7. 
18.    We  may  jtidge  by  out:  &lves which 
fhe  is  likelieft  often  to  repute,  tKofeadts 
which  he  doth  Mth  xcgret  and  rieluiftahcy, 
or  thofe  which  he  dos  with  plefure  and 
.  delight.  But  we  need  no  inferences  where 
we  have  the  ratteftation  of  experience. 
Let  every  man  therefore  make  this  his 
judge  in  thia  «ife ,  let;.hijBi  every  night 

re- 
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i$ecollo^,  how  many  things  within  and 
about  him  he  is  concerned  iii ,  and  con* 
fider  how  many  of  thofe  have  bin  pre- 
ferv'd  jntireto  him  ^  fiiU accounting  every 
thing  fo  continuedas  a  new  donation*  If 
be  begin  witbhis  Spiritual  ft  ate »  'tis  too 

I^oflible  he  mty  fomdmes  find  he  has  loft 
lis  innocence  ^  committed  fome ,  perhaps 
many  finst  but  even  inthefe  he  will  find 
.cauie  to  jafiiify  God ,  if  he  do  but  recoir* 
IcA  with  what  inward  checks  and  admo- 
nitioiis  t  and  outward  reftcaints ,  .God  has 
-endevored  to  bridle  him.  If  he  will  break 
thro  thofe  fences,  that  do's  not  at  all  de- 
-togate  from  the  mercy  of  God  which  fo 
guarded  him ,  but  it  rather  illufixates  his 
goodnefs,,  that  after  fo  many  quenchings 
:of  his  Spirit,!  do's  yet  continue  its  influ* 
ence.  So  thateven  he  that  has  the  moft 
:deplorably  violated  his  integrity,  is  yet  to 
confe(s  that  Gods  pttroofe  was  to  have 
preferv'd  H  imkc:  and  he  might  really  ib 
nave  kept  it ,  had  he  compH'd  with  thoie 
,  aids  which  were  afforded  him.  But  in  tem- 
poral concerns  we  are  notfo  apt  to  under- 
mine our  felves,  and  therefore  ihall  much 
more  rarely  find  we  have  fuflet^d  detri- 
ment in  them ,  then  in  our  fpiritual ;  b^t 
are  there  ordinarily  like^to  mtiet  with  a 

better 
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better  account.  Ltt  a  man  thercfotii  cohr- 
fider  what  is  lacking  to  him  of  all  the  fc- 
cular  good  things  he  had  in  the  morn-' 
ittg,  and  tell  me  whether  £oc  the  mod 
part  he  may^not  give  fbch  an  acoount ,  as 
the  Ifraehttjb  omcers  did  o£  their  men 
after  the  (laughter  of  the  Midioffites ;  tba^ 
be  batb  nothSi  one.  Num.  31.  3^9.  Qr  if 
fomtimes  he  dafotfera  diminution »  yet 
at  the  wocft  he  wiil  find  that;  manj;  more 
good  things  have  bitt  pre&cv'd  to  him » 
thcQ  have  hia  taken:  from;  him.  A  man 
mar^perfaapSTmeet  wJkh  fome  damnugc  in 
his  efiate  ^  yet  'tismantfold  odds  dbtt  that 
dammi^^e  is  bet  partial »  and  tkair  he  has 
ftill  more  left  thea  is  loft.  Or  if  it  bo 
more  intitre ;  yet  if  hehavebishealth ,  his 
limbs^his  fenlesjnis  Adends^smd  all  things 
beiidehiseftate  kftiiim ,.  fo  that  foir  one 
thing  he  hasloft,  ht  ftill  cetainsa.  multi- 
tude y  he  may  fay  q£  it  as  the  Di&iples  of 
the  few  hozveSr'ixihuiiStimsnnMgfom 
Mat.  14. 17.  ^r^;^!;^  being  bemoaa'd  for 
'  the  lols  of  a  Farm,repltd  witkfome  flxarp^ 
nefs  upon  his  Condoler ,.  yoith^iTO  bur  one 
field,  and  I  have  yet  threelefi^  wJxy  ihduld 
I  not  rather  grieve  for  yoi£  ?  intimatihK 
that  a  manls  lotfo.iin»:h  to  eftfmaotwteS 
he  has  loft ,  as  what  lie  has  left.    A  piece 

of 
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of  wifdom  which  if  we  would  tranfcribe » 
we  might  quickly  convince  ourfelves,that 
even  in  our  mod  adverfe  eftate  there  are  as 
Elijah  {pc3ks,mare  with  us  then  againB  us^ 
%  King.  6. 1 6.  that  our  enjoiments  are  more 
then  our  fuf&rings ,  and  God  a6ls  of  grace 
do  far  out-number  thofe  of  his  feverity. 

5*.  And  as  they  do  out-number ,  foalio 
do  they  out-weigh  them.  The  mercies 
we  receive  from  God  are  (  as  the  laft  Se- 
Aion  has  fliew*d  )  of  the  greatell  impor- 
tance ;  the  moft  fubftantial  folid  goods ; 
and  the  greateft  of  all,  I  mean  thofe  which 
concern  our  eternal  date,  are  fo  firmly  fixt 
on  us ,  that  unlefs  we  will  voluntarily  quit 
our  clame ,  'tis  not  in  the  power  01  men 
or  devils  to  defeat  us.  light  bodies  are 
eafily  blown  away  by  every  guft  of  wind  ^ 
but  this  weight  {jfghry^2S  the  ApofUe  calls 
it,  X  Cor.  4. 17.  continues  firm  and  ila* 
ble,  is  proof  againft  all  ilorms ,  like  the 
fbadaw  of  a  great  rockma  weary  Land.  liai. 
3X.X.  Thoiie  dark  adumbrations  we  have 
of  it,  might  have  ferved  to  refreih  and 
deceive  the  tediouihefs  of  our  pilgrimage , 
and  therefore  the  moft  formidable  cala^ 
mi  ties  of  this  life  are  below  all  mefures  of 
comparifon  with  this  hope  of  our  calling, 
this  riches:  of  the  glory  of  our  inheritance. 

Eph- 
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Ebh.  3 . 1  (5.  The  hcavieft  and  irioll  preiUng 
ot  our  afHi  Aions  are  to  that ,  but  like  the 
finall  dufi  (^tbe  balance :  Efa.  40.  15.  fo 
that  if  we  fhould  here  ftop  ourinquifition , 
we  have  a  fufficient  refolution  ot  the  prc- 
ient  queftion,  arid  muft  conclude,  that . 
God  has  given  us  an  abundant  cou^iter- 
pbife  of  all ,  we  either  do  or  can  fufFer 
here. 

6.  1 1  therefore  theire  be  any  fo  fof- 
lorn  as  to  temporals ,  that  he  can  fetch* 
theti<;e  no  evidence  of  Gods  fatherly  care 
df  him ,  yet  thijs  one  confederation  may 
ibiye  his  doubts ,  and  convince  him  that 
he  is  not  abdicated  by  hini.     We  read  of 
no  gifts  i^y3rahamg^\tl/aac,  yet  to  the 
fons  of  the  ^oncubins  'tis  faid  he  did ,  Gen. 
25.  6;  It  1\ad  bin  a  very  fallacious  ihfe-    ' 
rence,   iilfaac  ftiould  have  concluded 
himfelfneglefted ,  becaiife  his  far  greater 
portion  was  but  in  reVerfions.    And  it 
will  be  the  fame  in  any  of  us ,  if  we  argue 
an  unkindnefs  from  any  temporal  wants 
who  have  the  entail  of  an  eternal  inheri- 
tance. But  furely  Goddo^s  nQt  leave  Inmfelf 
without  witnefs ,  Aft.  14.  i  7.  even  in  fccU- 
lat  things ;  there  is  no  man  breathing  but 
has  feme  bleffings  of  his  left  hand ,  as  well 
as  his  right,  as  I  have  already  mention  d  ^ 

I  and 
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and  unlefs  it  be  fome  few  prodigies  of 
Calamity,  in  whofe  puniflhimentor  pati- 
ence God  deHgns  fignally  to  glorify  him- 
felf ,  there  are  none  who  enjoy  not  great- 
er comforts  of  life  then  thofe  they  want , 
I  mean  fuch  as  are  really  greater ,  tho  per- 
haps ,  to  their prejudicate  fancies  they  da 
not  appear  fo.    Thus  in  point  of  health, 
if  a  man  be  difafFefted  in  one  part,  yet 
all  the  reft  of  his  body  may  be  (  and  of- 
ten is)  well ;  or  if  he  have  a  conipHca- 
tioia,  and  have  more  then  one  diteafe, 
yet  there  is  ho  man  that  has  all ,  or  half 
lb  many  as  are  incident  to  human  bo- 
dies, fo  that  he  is  comparatively  more 
healthy  then  fick.    So  again  it  is  not  ve- 
ry common  for  a  man  to  lofea  limb,  or 
Knfe ;  the  generality  of  mein  keep  them 
totheirlaft ;  and  they  who  do ,  have  in 
that  an   overbalance  to .  raoft  outward 
adverfities;  and  even  they  who  are  fo 
unhappy  to  lofe  one ,   yet  commonly 
keep  the  reft ;  at  leaft  the  Major  part :  or  if 
at  any  time  any  man  is  left  a  mere  breath* 
ing  trunk ,   yet  it  is  by  fuch  ftupifying 
difeafes  as  dead  the  fenfe ,  or  fuch  mor- 
tal ones  as  foon  take  them  away ;  and  fo 
the  remedy  overtakes  the  Malady,    Be- 
fides  it  pleafes  God  very  often,  to  make 

com.- 
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compenfation  for  the  want  of  one  mem^ 
ber  or  faculty  *by  improving  the  ufe  of 
another.  We  have  feen  feet  fupply  all 
.  the  neceflary  ufes  of  hands  to  thole  who 
have  had  none;  and  it  is  a  thing  of  daily 
obfervation  that  men  that  are  blind ,  have 
the  greater  internal  light :  have  their  in- 
tellefts  more  vigorous  ahd  aftiv^,  by  their 
abitraftions  from  vifibleobjeds. 

7.  Thus  alfoit  is  in  the  matter  of 
wealth ;  lie  that  is  forced  to  get  his  bread 
by  the  fweat  of  his  browes ,  'tis  true  he 
cannot  have  thofe  delicacies  wherewith 
rich  men  abound ,  yet  hi^  labor  helps  him 
tea  mbre  poignant  ^  more  favory  faucc 
then  a  whole  Colledg  of  epicures  can 
compound,     Jiis  hunger  gives  a  higher 
guft  to  his  dry  cruft ,  then  the  furfeited 
ftomachcanfindinthemoftcoflly,  mod: 
elaborate  mixtures:  fo  verifying  the ob- 
icrvapon  oiJSokmon ,  the  full  foul  loatheth 
the  hmy  comb  y  but  to  the  hungry  fout  ^. 
v£ry  bitter  thing  is  Jw€et ,  Prov;27. 7.  He 
cannot  indeed  fir  etch  himfelfupon  his  bed  of 
Ivory  ^  Am.  6.4.  yet  his  fleeps  are  foun- 
der then  thofe  that  can.  .  The.  Wife  man 
tells  us ,  and  experience  do's  fo  too ,  that 
the  Jleep  of  a  laboring  ntan  is fweety  Ecclef. 
5.  IX.    He  is  not  clothed  Gorgeoufly^ 

I  X  has 
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has  not  the  fplendor  of  glittering  appa- 
"  rel ,  fo  neither  has  he  the  care  of  con- 
triving it  ,  the  fe^rs  of  being  fore-ftal'd 
in  a  new  invention ,  or  any  of  thofe  un- 
manly folicitudes  which  attend  that  va- 
nity. He  has  the  proper  genuine  ufe  of 
clothing ;  the  preventing  fhame  and  cold, 
and  is  happily  determin'd  to  that  which 
.]the  wifer  men  of  the  world  have  volun- 
tarily chofen.  To  conclude  ;  he  has  one 
advantage  beyond  all  thefe ;  his  necefli- 
ties  refcue  him  from  idlenefs ,  and  all  its 
confequent  temtations ;  which  is  fo  great 
a  benefit ,  that  if  rich  men  be  not  their 
own  task-mafters  as  his  wants  are  his ,  if 
they  do  not  provide  themfelves  of  bufi- 
iiefs ,  that  one  want  of  theirs  is  infinitly 
njore  deplorable  then  all  his  :  and  he  is 
hot  only  happy  comparatively  with  him- 
felf,  in  having  better  things  then  he  wants, 
but  with  them  alfo. 

8.  If  we  come  now  to  reputation 
and  fame,  the  account  will  be  much  the 
fame ,  he  that  is  eminent  in  the  world  for 
fome  great  atchievement ,  is  fet  up  as  an 
ob)eft  of  every  mans  remark ;  whcmashis 
excellencies  on  the  one  hkndare  vifible, 
fo  his  faults  and  blemifhes  are  on  the  o- 
|h?r.     And  as  human  frailty  makes  it  too 

pro- 
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probable;  thcfe  later  will  be  really  more,fo 
human  envy  makes  it  fure  that  they  fliali 
be  more  precifely ,  more  curioufly  bbfet- 
ved ,  and  more  loudly  blazon  d.  So  that 
upon  the  whole ,  a  good  quiet  fecurity , 
tbo  it  be  not  the  road  to  glory ,  yet  is  the 
likelieft  fence  againft  infamy.  And  in- 
deed he  that  can  keep  up  the  repute  of 
a  fober  integrity  witl^iin  his  own  pri* 
vate  fphere ,  need  not  envy  the  trium- 
phant falhes  of  others ,  which  often  meet 
with  a  fatal  turn  at  the  later  end  of  the 
day.  But  'twill  be  faid  that  even  that 
more  moderate  fort  of  reputation  is  not 
every  mans  portion,  but  that  many  lie  un- 
der great  ignominy  and  fcandals.  I^all, 
here  ask  whether  thefe  be  juft  or  unjuft : 
If  they  be  juft  they  belong  not  to  our 
prefent  fubjeft  ,  which  relates  only  to 
rhofe  infliftions  which  ace  the  effefts  of 
Gods  irfimediate  providence  not  of  our 
own  crimes:  for  I  never  doubted  but  that 
by  thofewemay  diveft  our  felvfes  of  any, 
nay  of  all  the  good  things  God  has  de- 
sign d  us.  But  if  the  obloquy  be  unjuft, 
'tis  probable  that 'tis  taken  up  only  by  ill 
men ,  and  that  the  good  pafs  a  more  e- 
quitable  fentence ;  and  then  furcly  the  at- 
teftationof  a  few  fuch,  is  able  to  out- 
weigh 
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weigh  a  multitude  of  the  others.  And  in 
this  cafe  a  man  may  not  only  find  pa^ 
tience  but  plefure  in  reproches.  Socrates 
lookt  with  trouble  and  jealouft^  on  him- 
felf  when  ill  mea  commended  him ,  fay- 
ing ,  What  ill  have  I  don  ?  and  fure  a  Chri- 
ftian  has  a  farther  reafon  to  be  pleas'd 
with  their  revilings ,  they  being  his  fecu- 
rity  againft  the  w^^  pronouncd  to  thofe 
whom  all  menjjfeak  well  of ,  Luke  6.  a6. 
Butfomtimesit  happens,  that  even  good 
men  arc  feduc*d ,  and  either  by  the  artifi- 
tes  of  the  wicked,  or  their  own  too  hal!ty 
credulity ,  give  credit  to  unjuft  reports. 
And  this  I  confefs  is  a  fliarp  trial  to  the  in- 
jured perfon ,  yet  even  this  cannot  often  be' 
uhiverfal ;  there  can  fcarce  be  any  inno- 
cence fo  forlorn  but  that  there  may  be 
opportunities  of  clearing  it  to  fome  or  o- 
•  ther,  and  by  them  propagating  it  to  more , 
and  if  tlie  cloud  ever  come  to  be  dif- 
pers'd  their  fame  will  appear  with  the 
brighter  hiftcr.  But  if  none  of  this  hap- 
pen ,  they  have  yet  a  certain  and  more 
blefled  retreat,  even  an  appeal  to  the  un- 
erring judg,  who  never  beholds  us  with 
more  approbation ,  then  when  we  are  un- 
der the  unjuft  condemnation  of  men.  In- 
deed we  have  then  a  double  tie  upon  him , 


not 
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not  only  hisjuftice  but  his  pity  is  concerned 
in  our  caufe.  God  particularly  owns  him-- 
felJF  as  the  refuge  of  the  opprefled ,  and 
there  is  fcarce  a  iharperand  more  fenfible 
oppreffion  then  this  of  Calumny  :  yet  c- 
ven  this  proves  advantage »  whilft  it  pro- 
cures Gods  immediate  patronage ,  makes 
us  the  objeds  of  h^  more  peculiar  care 
and  compaiiion ,  who  can  make  (Mr  righu-^ 
auJnefsM  clear  as  the  light ,  Pia:37.  t5.  if  he 
fee  it  fit;  but  if  in  his  wifdom  he  chufc 
not  that  for  u$,  'tis  comfort  enough  for  us 
that  we  have  approv'd  it  to  him.  'Twas 
Eikanabs  queftion  to  Hannah  in  heir  dif- 
confolation ,  Ammt  I  better  to  thee  then 
ten  Sons?  1  Sam,  i.  8.  And  fure  we  may 
fay  the  like  of  Gods  approbatiQii,tfaat 'tis 
better  to  us ,  I  fay  not  then  ten ,  but  ten 
thaufand  £uk>gies  of  men.  The  very  E- 
cho  of  it  in  the  teftimony  of  a  good  con- 
fcience  is  an  unfpeakable  cofmort  y  and 
this  voice  founds  mote  audibly,  more 
fweetly ,  among  the  loudeft ,  thehariheit 
accufations  of  men.  So  that  we  fee  even 
this  ailault  too  is  not  without  its  guard ,  & 
thefe  waters  of  Marah^iao.  \  y.x3 .  may  be 
rendered  not  only  wholefom  but  plel&iit. 

9*  I  have  now  infianced  m  the  three 
mod:  general  concerns^  of  human  life ,  the 

Body, 
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Body ,  Goods ,  and  Fame ,  to  which  heads 
may  be  reduced  mod  of  the  afili<%ions 
incident  to  oifr  out- ward  ftate,  as  far  as 
immediately  concerns  our  felves.  But 
there  is  no  man  ftands  fo  (ingle  in  the 
world,buthe  has  fojne  relations  or  friends 
4n  which  he  thinks  himfelf  interened ,  and 
many  times  thofe  oblique  flrokes  which 
wound  us  thro  them ,  are  as  painful  as 
the  more  direft :  yet  here  aUo  God  is 
ordinarily  pleas'd  to  provide  fome  allaies , 
if  wc  would  but  take  notide  of  them*  He 
who  has  had  one  friend  die^  has  ordina- 
rily diycrs  others  furviving ;  or  if  he  have 
not  that^uiually  God  raifes  him  up  others. 
Tis  true  we  cannot  have  a  fucceifion  of 
Fathers  and  Mothers ,  yet  we  often  have 
of  other  friends  that  are  no  leis  helpful 
.  to  us :  and  indeed  there  are  fcarce  in  a- 
ny  thing  more  remarkable  evidences  of 
Providence,  then  in  this  particular.  He 
that  is,  able  out  of  ftanes  toraife  up  cbil- 
dreh  to  Abraham  ^  Mat.  3.  9.  do's  many 
times  by  as  uncxpeAedaproduftionfup- 
ply  friends  to  the  delblate.  But  we  do  fom- 
times  lofe  our  friends  while  they  are  li- 
ving ,  they  withdraw  their  kindnds  which 
is  the  foul  of  friendihip :  and  if  this  hap- 
pen by  our  own  demerit,  we  canac^ufe 
-  '  net-' 
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jicither  God  nor  them  forit:  nor  can  we 
rationally  expert  that  God  ihall  provide 
fupphes ,  when  we  wilfully  defpoile  our 
felves.  But  when  they  ^re  unkind  with- 
out provocation ,  then  is  the  feafbn  for 
his  interpofition,  who  ufes  to  take  up  tho/e 
whomFather  and  Mother  for JTlke^i.xy .  lo. 
and  we  frequently  fee  fignal  proofs  of  his 
car^  in  exciting  the  companions  of  other 
friends  and  relatives ,  or  perhaps  of  mere 
flrangers.  Nay  fbmtimes  God  makes  the 
inhumanity  ot  a  mans  relations ,  the  oc- 
cafion  of  nis  advantage.  Thus  the  bar- 
barous malice  oijofefhs  brethren  was  the 
jfirft  flep  to  his  Dominion  over  Egypt. 
And  it  is  a  common  obfervation  in  Fami- 
lies, that  tlie  mod  difcountenanc'd  child 
oft  makes  better  proof,  then  the  dearl- 
ing. 

lo.  We  are  yet  liable  to  a  third  affli- 
ftion  by  the  calamity  of  our  friends, 
which  by  the  Sympathy  of  Kindnefs  pref- 
fes  us  no  lefs  (perhaps  more)fenfib]y 
then  our  own:  but  then  'tis  to  be  confi- 
der'd  chat  theirs  are  capable  of  the  fame 
allaying  circumftances  that  ours  are ,  and 
God  has  the  fame  arts  of  alleviating  their 
burdens;  fo  that  we  have  the  fame  argu- 
ments for  *  acquiefcence  in  their  fuffering$ 

K  that 
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that  we  have  in  our  own ,  and  ihall  do  a 
niore  friendly  office  in  impreffing  thofe 
upon  them ,  then  in  the  mod:  pailionate 
adopting  their  iprrows. 

II.  The  laft  and  greateft  difcomfort 
from  friends,  is  that  of  their  own :  and  if 
ever  we  may  be  allow'd  that  difconfolatc 
ftrein  of  the  Prophet ,  Efa.  ix.  4.  Turn 
away  from  me ,  I  will  weep  bitter^ ,  labor 
not  to  comfort  me  ;  this  feems  to  be  the 
time :  yet  even  this  vally  of  Ach&r  is  not 
without /i door  ofhofe^  Hof.x.  ly.  Avici- 
ous  perfon  may  be  recalled ,  multitudes 
have  bin;  fo  that  as  long  as  God  conti- 
nues life ,  we  ought  no  more  to  depofite 
our  hope,  then  to  quit  our  endevor.  Be- 
fides  there  are  few  that  make  this  com- 
plaint that  have  not  fomthins  to  balance , 
or  at  lead  to  lighten  it.  I  mall  inftance 
in  that  relation  which  is  the  neareft  arid 
moft  tender ,  that  of  a  Parent.  He  that 
has  one  bad  child  may  hsive  divers  good. 
If  he  have  but  one  virtuous  'tis  a  very  great 
mercy ,  and  'tis  another  that  he  may  be 
the  better  taught  to  value  it  by  the  op- 
pofition  of  the  contrary.  But  if  any  be 
to  unhappy  as. to  have  many  children ,  and 
all  to  confume  his  eie  sand  grieve  his  heart , 
.1  Sam.x.3  3  .it  may  be  a  feaibnable  reflexion 
'    ^  '  for 
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for  him  to  examin  how  far  he  has  contri- 
buted to  it  either  by  Elies  fond  indul- 
gence y  or  by  a  reoiifs  and  carelefs  educa- 
tion :  or  which  is  word  of  all ,  by  his  moft 
impious  example.  If  any ,  or  aUof  thofe  be 
found  the  caule  ^  he  is  not  fo  much  to  feek 
for  allaies  to  his  grief,  as  for  pardon  of  his 
fin :  and  when  he  has  penitently  retraced 
his  own  fault,  he  may  then  have  better 
ground  of  hope  that  God  may  reform 
thofe  of  his  children.  In  the  mean  time  he 
may  look  on  his  own  afflidion  in  them  as 
Gods  difcipline  on  him ,  and  gather  at 
leafl  this  comfort  from  it ,  that  his  hea- 
venly Father  has  more  care  of  him ,  then 
he  had  of  his ;  and  do's  not  leave  him 
uncorrefted* 

IX.  Thus  we  fee  in  all  the  concerns 
{which  are  the  moft  common  and  im- 
portant of  human  life  \  and  wherein  the 
jufteft.  of  our  complaints  are  ufually 
founded  )  there  is  fucli  a  temperature  and 
mixture ,  that  the  good  do's  more  then 
equal  the  ill ,  an4  not  only  in  the  groiTer 
bulk ,    when  our  whole,  ftate  is  weighed 
together ,    but  in  every  fingle  branch  of 
it;  God  having  herein  dealt  with  thii 
little  world  Man ,  as  he  has  don  with  the 
greater,  wherein  he  is  obferv'd  to  have 
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furniihed  eve^y  country  with  Specific  re- 
medies for  their  pecuUardifeales.  I  have 
only  given  thefe  Ihort  hints  by  way  of 
eflay  and  pattern  for  the  Readers  con- 
templation ,  which  when  he  ihall  have  ex^ 
tended  to  all  thofe  more  minute  particu^ 
lars  wherein  he  is  efpecially  conc(H*n'd  i 
more  curioufly  compar  d  his  fufferings 
with  his  allaies  and'  comforts ;  I  cannot 
doubt  but  he  will  Own  himfelf  an  in- 
ftance  of  the  truth  of  the  prefentThefis , 
and  confefs ,  that  he  has  much  more  caufe 
of  thankfulnefs  then  complaint. 
.  13.  This  I  fay  fuppofing  his  afili(fi:i- 
pns  to  be  of  thofe  more  foil d  and  confide- 
rable.  forts  I  have  before  mencion'd.  But 
how  many  are  there  who  have  few  or 
none  of  fuch ,  Who  feem  to  be  feated  in  the 
land  of  Gojhen ,  in  a  place  exemt  from  all 
the  plagues  that  infeft  their  Neighbors  ? 
And  thofe  one  would  thinK  fliould  give  a 
ready  fuffirage  to  this  conclufion,  ashai- 
ving  no  temtation  to  oppugn  it;yet  I  doubt 
'tis  far  otherwife ,  and  that  fuch  men  are 
of  all  the  Smoft  unfatisfied.  For  tho  they 
have  no  erodes  of  Gods  impofmg ,  they 
ufually  create  a  multitude  to  themfelves. 
And  here  we  may  fay  with  T)a^id^  it  is 
hetter  to  fall  into  the  hand  of  God,  thenin- 

to 


S^cr.YW.Enjoiments  above  Sufferings.  77 

I  I  ■  '■■  ■ 1 r. r- — ' —  

tojthe  band  of  man  ,<z  Sam.  ^4. 14.  'tis  eailer  - 
to  bear  the  afflictions  God  fends ,  then 
thofe  we  make  to  our  felves.  His  are  li- 
mited both,  for  quantity  and  quality ,  but 
our  own  are  as  boundlefs  as  thofe  extra- 
vagant defires  from  which,  they  fpring. 

14.  And  this  is  tlie  true  caufe  why  con- 
tentment is  fo  much  a  ftranger  to  thofc 
who  have  all  the  outward  caufes  of  it , 
they  liave  no  definitie  mefure  of  thdr  dc- 
iires ;  'tis  not  the  fupply  of  all  thdr  real 
wants  wiU  ferve  their  turn,  their  appe- 
tites are  precarious  and  depend  upon  con-  * 
tingencies.  They  hunger  not  becaufe 
they  are  emty ,  but  becaufe  others  afe  full. 
Many  a  man  could  have  liked  his  own 
portion  well  enough ,  had  he  not  feen  an- 
other have  fomthing  he  liked  better.  Nay 
even  the  moll  inconfiderable  things  ac- 
quire a,  value  by  being  anothcrs ,  when 
wc  delpife  much  greater  of  our  own.  A- 
hab  might  \vell  have  fatisfied  himfelf  with 
the  Kingdom  of //?/?f/,  liadnotiV^/i^^/^' 
poor ,  plot  lain  in  his  eie :  but  {o  raving 
were  his  defires  after  it ,  that  he  diireliihes 
all  the  pomps  of  a  Crown ,  yea^the  ordi- 
nary refreihment  of  Nature ,  can  eat  no 
bread  till  he  have  that  to  furnifli  him  with 
ballads,  X  King.  zi.  z.   And  how  many 
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are  there  now  adaies  whofe  clothes  fit  un- 
cafy ,  if  they  fee  another  have  had  but  the 
luck  to  be  a  little  more  ingehioufly  vain ; 
whofe  meat  is  unfavory  itthey  have  feen 
but  a  greater  rarity ,  a  newer  cookery  at 
anothers  Table ;  in  a  word  who  make  o- 
ther  peoples  excefles  the  flandard  of  their 
own  felicities. 

'  If.  Nor  are  our  appetites  only  exci- 
ted thus  by  our  outward  objeAs ,  but 
precipitated  and  hurried  on  by  our  in- 
ward lufts.  The  proud  man  fo  longs  for 
homage  and  adoration ,  that  nothing  can 
pleafe  him  if  that  be  wanting.  Haman 
can  find  no  guft  in  all  the  fenfualities  of 
the  Perfian  Court ,  becaufe  a  poor  defpi- 
cable  Jew  denies  his  abaifance ,  Eft.  15.13. 
Th6  luftfui  fo  impatiently  purfues  his  im- 
pure defigns ,  that  any  difficulty  he  meets 
in  them,  makes  him  pine  and  languifii  like 
Ammn ,  who  could  no  way  recover  his 
own  health  but  by  violating  his  fifters  ho- 
nor ,  X  Sam.  13.14.  The  revengeful  labors 
under  an  Hydropic  thirft  till  he  have  the 
bloud  of  his  enemy:  ail  the  liquor  of  j^(6- 
fekms  (hieep-iheering  could  not  quench 
his ,  Wfthouc the  daughter  of  his  brother , 
1  Sam.i.  19.  And  thus  every  one  of  our  paf- 
fions  keeps  us  upon  the  rack  till  they  have 

ob- 
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obtained  their  defigns.  Nay  when  they 
have,  the  very  emtinefs  ot  thofc  acqui- 
fitions  \%  a  new  torment ,  and  puts  us  up- 
on frelh  purfuits.  Thus  between  the  im- 
petuoufnefs  of  our  defires ,  and  the  emtr* 
neis  of  our  enjoiments ,  we  ftill  difquiet 
our  felves  invain y  Pfa.  39.7.  Andwhilft 
we  have  fuch  cruel  task- mafters,  'tis  not 
ftrange  to  find  us  groaning  under  our  bur- 
dens.    If  we  will  indulge  to  all  our  vi- 
cious or  foolilh  appetites ,  think  6ur  lives 
bound  up  with  them ,   and  folicite  the 
fatisfa(5):ion  of  them  with  as  impatient  a 
vehemence ,  ^s  Rachel  did  for  children , 
Gen.  30.1  .give  me  them  or  I  die :  no  won- 
der that  we  are  alwaies  complaining  of 
difappointments ,  fince  in.  thefe  the  very 
fuccefs  is  a  defeat,  and  is  but  the  exchange* 
ing  the  pain  of  a  craving  ravenous  (to- 
mach ,  for  that  of  a  cloi'dandnaufeated. 
Indeed  men  of  this  temper  condemn 
themfelves  to  a  perpetual  reftlefsnefs  ,they 
are  like  phantaflic  mutineers,  who  when 
their  fuperiors  fend  them  blanks  to  write 
their  own  conditions,  khow  not  what  will 
pleafe  them :   and  even  Omnipotence  it 
felf  cannot  fatisfy  thefe  till  it  have  new 
moulded  them ,  and  reduced  their  defires 
to  a  certainty. 

16.  But 
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16.  But  in  the  mean  time  how  un* 
juftly  do  theyaccufeGodof  illibcrality, 
becaufe  every  thing  anfwers  not  their  hu- 
mor ?  He  has  made  them  reafonable  crea- 
tures,and  has  provided  them  fatisfadions 
proportionable  to  their  nature;  but  if 
they  will  have  wild  irrational  expefta- 
tions,  neither  his  wifdom,  nor  his  good- 
ntfs  is  concerned  to  fatisfy  thpfe.    His 
fupplies  are  real  and  folid'^  and  therefore 
have  no  correfpondence  to  imaginary 
wants.  If  we  will  create  fuch  to  our  felves , 
why  do  we  not  create  an  imaginary  fatis- 
faAion  to  them  ?  Twere  the  merrier  fren- 
zy of  the  two,  to  be  like  the  m^dy^tbe- 
man  that  thought  all  the  ihips  that  came 
into  the  harbor  his  own :  and  'twere  bet- 
ter Ixion  like  to  have  our  Arms  fiU'd  with 
a  cloud ,  then  to  have  them  perpetually 
beating  our  own  brbafts ,  and  be  flill  tor- 
menting our  felves  with  unfatisfiable  de- 
fires.     Yet  this  is  the  ftate  to  which  men 
voluntarily  fubjeft  themfelves ,  and  then 
quarrel  at  God  becaufe  they  will  not  let 
themfelves  be  happy.     But  fure  their  ve'- 
ry  complaints  juftify  God ,  and  argue  that 
he  has  dealt  very  kindly  with  them ,  and 
afforded  them  all  the  neceflary  accommo- 
dations of  life :  for  did  they  want  them , 

they 
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they  would  not  beibfenfibieof  the  want 
of  the  other.  He  that  is  at  perfeifl  eafe  may 
feel  with  fome  vexation  the  biting  of  a 
flea  or  gnat ,  which  would  not  be  at  all  ob* 
fervable  if  he  were  upon  the  rack.  And 
fhould  God  change  thefcene',  and  make 
theie  nice  people  feel  the  deftitution  of 
neceffaries;  all  thefe  regrets  about  fuper-^ 
fluities  would  be  over-whelmed.  In  th^ 
mean  time  how  deplorable  a  thing  is  it  ^ 
that  we  kre  ftill  the  poorer  for  Gods  boun- 
ty ,  that  thofe  to  whom  he  has  opened  his 
hand  widefl,  ihould  open  their  mouth  fo 
toOt  in  out-cries  and  murmurs  ?  Fori 
think  I  may  fay  that  generally ,  thofe  that 
are  the  fartheft  remdv'd  from  want,  are 
fo  from  content  too ;  they  take  no  notice 
of  all  the  real  fubflantial  bleflings  they 
enjoy,  leave  thcfe  (like  the  ninety  nin^ 
iheep  in  the  wildernefs )  forgotten  and 
Qegl€;d:ed,  to  go  in  queft  after  fonie  fu- 

§itive  fatisfaAion ,  which  like  a  ihadpw 
ies  {till  fafter  in  jproportion  to  their  pur*^ 
fuit. 

tj.  Akd  now  would  God  theyeould 
be  recalled  from  this  unprofitable  chace  ^ 
andinfteadof  the  Horfleeches  note,  Give^ 
give^  Proy.30.i5.  take  up  that  of  the 
Pialmift ,  what  Jhall  I  renaer  to  the  L&rd 

L  for 
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far  all  the  benefits  he  hath  dori  unto  me  ?  Pfa. 
n6.  IX.  Let  them  count  how  many  va- 
luable or  rather  inellimable  things ,  th^y 
hav6  received  from  his  mercy,  and  then 
Confront  them  with  thofe  corireftions 
they  have  foun4*  fr^™  ^^'^  juftice  ;  and  if 
they  do  this  kitpartially ,  I  doubt  hot  they 
will  iind  wherewithal!  to  theck  their 
faigheft  mutinies;  and  will  joirt  withme 
in  confefling  ^  that  their  good  things  a- 
bundantly  out-weigh  their  ill.  - 

1 8.  If  now  we  carry  on  the^eonipari* 
Ion  to  the  laft  cir<iUmftance ,  and  confider 
the  conftancy,  we  fhall  find  as  Wide  a  diffe- 
rence. Let  us  take  the  Pfaltnffts  tefti- 
mony,  andlhere  will  appear  averyxliftant 
date  of  his  mercies  andpunifliments.  His 
fnercies  endure  for  ever ,  Pfal.  14^.  whereas 
his  wrath  endures  but  tl>e  twinkling  of  an 
eie^  P(al.  3  o.  f.  And  accordingly  God  owns 
his  afts  of  feverity  as  his firahge  wi^k ,  Ila. 
xS.xi.  that  which  he  reforts  to ^nly  up- 
on fpecial  emergencies ;  but  his  'mercies 
are  renewed  every  morning  ^  Lam.  3:  ^5^. 
and  doubtlefs  we  may  all  upon  trial  affirm 
the  fame.  There  are  many  of  the  mbft  ne- 
ceflfary  comforts  of  life  which  do  not  on- 
ly fomtimes  vifitus  asgueffs,  but  dwell 
with  us  as  inmates  and  domeflics.    How 

many 
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many  x&  ^fe  who  have  lived  iii:  arbcr^ 
petual  affluence  from  their  cradles  to  mcir 
graves ,  have  never. known  whatric  is  to 
want  ?  And  tho  the  goods  of  fortune  are 
perhaps  lefs  conftant  to  feme ,  yet  the  rc?- 
tre/hments  of  nature  are  ufually  ^  to 
us  all.   We  eat  and  drink ,  we  fleep ,  we 
recrieate  ,  weconverfe  in  a  continued  cir*^ 
cle ,  and  go  our  round  almoft  as  conftant^- 
k:  as  the  fun  do's  his-    Or  if  God  dos 
loiiitinies  a  little  interrupt  us  in  it ,  put 
fome  ihort  reftraint  upon  our  re£refh^ 
ments ,  yet  that  comparatively  to  the 
time  we  enjoy  them ,  is  but{>roportiona- 
ble  td  the  ftop  he  has  fomtimes  made  of 
the  Sun,  Jof.10.j3,  2  Kings  ao- 8.  or  of 
thefca^Exod.14.  XI.  which  as  they  were 
no  fubverfions  of  the  courfe  of  nature, 
fo  neither  are  thofe  fhoft.paufes  he  fom- 
times makes ,  a  repeal  of  thofe  fixt  and 
cuftomary  benefits  his  providedce  ufual*- 
ly  allots  us.    But  who  is  there  can  lay  that 
any  one  of  his  afHi Aions  has  bin  of  equal 
continuance ,  or  has  preft  him  with  fo  few 
inter miffions?  Perhaps  he  may  have  mift 
feme  few  nights  fleep  t  but  what  is  that  to 
a  twelve-months ,  or  perhaps  a  whole  live^ 
enjoying  it  ?  Tis  poffible  his  ftomach  a^d 
his  meat  have  not  alwaies  bin  ready  to* 
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getfacr ;  but  how  much  oftner  have  they 
met  to  his  delight  ?  and  generally  tho^ 
things  that  are  moft  ufeful ,  are  but  rarely 
interrupted.  Nay  to  a  great  many  even 
the  delicacies  of  life  are  no  lefs  conftant , 
and  tdieir  luxuries  are  as  quotidian  as  their 
bread :  whereas  unlefs  their  vices  or  their 
fancies  create  uneafinefles  to  them ,  thole 
that  come  immediately  from  Gods  hand » 
make  long  intermiflions  and  ihort  (taies. 
Yet  for  all  this  they  that  fhould  mefure 
by  the  unceffantnefs  of  mens  complaints , 
would  judg  that  the  fcene  was  quite  rer 
verft ,  and  that  our  good  things  are  as 
Job  fyc2ks,Jwifter  then  a  watversjhuttle^ 
Job.  7'.  6.  whilft  our  ill ,  like  Gehazies 
Leprt^Iy^  cleave inf^arahly  tons ^  xKing, 
J- 10. 

19.  The  truth  is  we  will  not  let  our 
feives  enjoy  thofe  intervals  God  allowes 
us,  but* when  a  calamity  do's  retire  we 
will  (till  keep  it  in  ^Qiion  and  imagina- 
tion; revolve  it  in  our  minds,  and  be 
caufe  it  ispoffible  itmay  return ,  look  up- 
on it  as  not  gon.  Like  Aguifji,  patients 
we  count  our  feives  fick  on  our  well-day , 
becaufe  we  expeft  a  fit  the  next.  A  ftrange 
ftttpid  folly  thus  to  court  vexation ,  and 
be.  miferable  in  Chimera.  Do's  any  man 

or 
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or  indeed  any  bead:  defire  to  keep  adis- 
taftful  relilh  flill  in  his  mouth ;  to  chew 
the  cud  upon  gall  and  wormwood  ?  yet 
certainly  there  are  a  multitude  of  people 
X^hofc  lives  are  imbitter'd  to  them  merely 
by  thefe^fantallic  imaginary  fufferings. 
Nor  do  we  only  fifight  our  felves  with 
images  and  Ideas  of  pait  calamities ,  but 
we  drel$  up  new  bugbears  and  mormoes , 
are  Poetic  and  aerial  in  our  inventions ,  . 
and  lay  Romantic  fcenes  of  diftreflcs. 
This  is  a  thing  very  incident  to  jealous 
natures ,  who  are  alwaies  raifing  alarms 
to  themfclves.    A  fulpicious  man  looks 
on  every  body  with  dread.    One  man  he 
fears  has  deugns  upon  his  fortune ,  an- 
other on  his  reputation,  perhapi^  a  third 
upon  his  life:  wHilft  in  the  mean  time, 
the  only  ill  defign  againft  him  is  ma- 
naged by  himfelf ;  his  own  caufelefs  fears 
and  jeafoufies  which  put  him  in  a  (late 
of  hoftility  with  all  the  world ;   and  do 
often  betray  him  to  the  very  things  he 
;roundlcfly  fufpe<fted.    For  it  is  not  fel- 
lom  leen  that  men  have  incurred  real 
mifchiefs    by    a    fond  folicitude  of  a- 
voiding  imaginary  ones.    I  do  not  que- 
ilion  but  this  is  a  (late  calamitous  e- 
nough ,    and^  ihall  acknowledg  it  very 
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likely  that  fuch  peribns  ihalliiave  little 
or  no  truce  from  their  troubles,  who 
have  fuch  an  exhaufted  ipring  within 
themfelves ;  yet  w^  may  fay  to  them  as 
the  Prophet  did  to  the  home  of  Jacoif , 
Is  the  J^lrit  of  the  Lardjlraitned?  are 
tbefe  his  doings%  Mich.  x.y.  Such  men 
muft  not  cry  out  that  Gojds  hand  lies 
heavy  upon  them ,  but  their  own ;  and 
fo  can  be  no  impeachment  to  the  truth 
of  our  oblervation,  that  Gods  bleflings 
are  of  a  longer  duration ,  keep  a  more 
fixt  fteddy  courfe  then  his  punifhments. 
The  refult  of  all  is,  that  thq  generality 
of  mankind  have  good  things  (even  as 
to  temporals)  which  dp  in  the  three  re- 
ipeds  tore-mention'd  exceed  the  ilt  I 
mean  the  true  and  real  ills  which  God 
fends  ,  tho  not  thofe  fanciful  ones  they 
raife  to  themfelves  • 

xo.  And  now  why  ihould  it  not  ap- 
pear a  reafonable  propofition  that  men 
ihould  entertain  themlelves  with  the  pie- 
fanter  parts  of  Gods  difpenlations  to 
them,  and  not  alwaies  pore  upon  the 
hariher :  efpecially  fince  the  former  are 
fo  niuch  a  fairer  objeA  and  perpetual- 
ly in  their  eie ,  why  ihould  we  look  on 

the 
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thei  more  fadnihg  ^e^^cles  bf'iiumA 
frailty  dr  misfortune ,  thro  sdl  themag^ 
nifyitig  optics  6m  hncie&  iSh^t^^ 
and  pe#^erfly  ^  tu^ti  ^way  our  cfies  r  froift 
the  chcarfuUer  ?  Yet  4^is Xjrdd  knows  is 
too  much  the  cafe  withmoftofus.  How 
nicely  and  critically  do  we  obferve  eve- 
ry little  adverfe  accident  of  our  lives  ? 
what  tragical  iiories  of  them  do  our  me* 
mories  preient  us  with?  When  alas  a 
whole  current  of  profperity  glides  by 
without  our  notice.  Like  little  children 
our  fingers  are  never  off  the  fore  place » 
till  we  have  pickt  every  light  fcratch  in- 
to an  Ulcer.  Nay  like  the  leuder  fort 
bfbeggers,  we  make  artificial  fores  to 
give  us  a  pretence  of  complaint.  And 
can  we  then  exped  God  ihould  concern 
Iiimfelfin  the  cure?  Indeed  in  the  courfc 
of  his  ordinary  providence  there  is  no 
cure  for  fuch  people ,  unlefs  it  be  by  re- 
vulfion,  the  making  them  feel  thefmart 
of  fome  very  great  and  prefling  affli- 
ftion.  They  therefore  put  themfelves  un- 
der an  unhappy  dilemma ,  either  to  con- 
tinue their  own  tormentors ,  or  to  en- 
dure the  fevereft  coyrfe  of  Gods  difci- 
pl  ine.    'Tis  true  the  laft  is  the  more 
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eligible,  but  I  am  fare  the  bed  way  is  to 
prevent  both,  by  ajuft  and  grateful  fenic 
of  Gods  mercies ,  which  will  be  yet  far^ 
ther  illuitrated  if  we  compare  them  with 
bur  own  demerits. 
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I.  TT  is  the  common  fault  of  our  na- 
X  ture ,  that  we  are  very  apt  tol)e  par- 
ti al  to  our  felves ,  and  to  fquare  our  expc- 
ftations  more  by  what  we  wifli ,  then  by 
what  we  deferve.  Somthing  of  this  is  vi- 
fible  in  our  dealings  with  men.    Wcoft 
look  to  reap  where  we  have  mtfowed ,  Mat. 
xj.  zy.  expeft  benefits  where  we  do  none : 
ycit  in  civil  tranfadions  there  arc  ftill  re- 
maining fuch  footfteps  of  natural  juftice , 
that  we  are  not  univerfally  fo  unreafon- 
able:  all  traffic  and  commerce  fobfifting 
upon  the  principle  of  equal  retribution, 
giving  one  good  thing  for  another  equi- 
valent; fo  that  no  man  expefts  to  buy  corn 
with  chafF,  or  Gold  with  drofs^  But  in  our 
dealings  with  God,  we  put  off  even  this 
common  equity ;  are  vaft  in  our  expefta- 
tions,  but  penurious  and  bafe  in  our  re- 
turns ;  and  as  if  God  were  our  fteward  not 
our  Lord ,  we  require  of  him  with  a  con- 
fidence pfoper  only  to  thofe  who  ask  their 
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own:  whilft  in  the  interim,  what  we  of- 
fer to  him  is  withfachadifdainfulflight- 
nefs  ,  as  if  we  meant  it  rathei:  an  alms  then 
an  homage. 

z.  God  indeed  is  fo  munificent ,  that  he 
prevents m with  his  byjfings^  Pfal.  xi.  3, 
;ives  us  many  things  before  we  ask ;  had 
ic  ,not  don  fo  we  could  not  have  bin  fa 
much  as  in  a  capacity  of  asking.  But  tho 
the  fibril:  &  fundamental  mercies  are  abfb* 
(ure  and  free ,  yet  the  fubfequent  are  con- 
diicional ;  and  accordingly  we  find  in  fcri^ 
pture ,  that  God  makes  no  promife  either 
concerning  this  life  or  a  better,but  on  con^ 
dition  of  Obedience.  The  Jews  who  had 
iuuch  larger  propofals  of  temporal  hap* 
pinefs  then  Cnriuians  have,  yet  never  had 
tlipm  upon  other  terms.  God  exprefly 
articled  for  the  performance  of  his  com^ 
mands,and  made  ail  their  enjoiments  for- 
feitable upon  the  failure ,  as  we  may  fee  at 
iarce  in  the  book  of  Deuteronomy.  And 
iinaer  the  Gofpcl ,  St.  ^aul  appropriates 
Hjsxtpromfes  as  well  of  this  life  as  of  that  to 
came  mio  go4linefs ,  1.  Tim.  4.  8.  It  will 
therefore  be  a  material  inquiry  for  every 
man » whether  he  have  kept  his  title  entire 
aad  have  not  by  breach  of  the  conc^on 
{brfeieed  his  cl^me,  ev^n  to  the  mpft  com- 
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mon  ordinary  bleflings ;  for  jf  he  have , 
common  reafon  will  tell  htm  h^' can  chal-^ 
lenge  none :  and  that  the  uthioft  he  cah 
hope  for ,  nnift  be  only  upon  a  tiew  f^ofie 
of  unmerited  favor. 

3.  And  here  certainly  fx^^;«^r^iy^ 
be  flopped,  and  all  the  world  become  guilty 
before  Gad,  Roiii.  3. 19.  For  alas  who  is 
there  that  can  fay  his  obedience  has  bin 
in  any  degree  proporddnable  to  his  obli- 
gation ?  Tis  manifeft  we  have  all  received 
abundantly  from  Gods,  hand ,   but  what 
has  he  hadf  from  ours?  I  may  challenge  the 
be/1:  man,  to  call  up  the  account  of  his 
befl  day ,  and  tell  me  whether  his  receits 
have  not  infinitly  exceeded  hi$  disburf- 
ments :  whether  for  any  one  good  thing 
he  has  don ,  he  has  not  received  many. 
Nor  is  the  difparity  only  in  number ,  but 
much  more  in  value.  Gods  Works  are  per* 
fe<% ,  all  he  do's  for  us  like  the  firft  6  daie^ 
predudions ,  are  all  very  good,  Gen.  i.  but 
alas  omYetyrigbteoufhefslsasflltbyr^s, 
Efa.  64 .6.  We  offer  him  the  blind  and  t hi 
lame ,  Mai.  i  ,9.  a  few  yawning  drowfy  prai- 
crs  perhaps,wherein  he  has  the  lead  iharei 
the  fuller  current  of  our  thoughts  i*Un- 
ning.  towards  oilr  feeular  or  finful  con- 
cerns. We  drop  it.mayl3«aic^nt!y  Alnis  ^ 
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wherein  'eis  odds  oui;  vain-glory  fcxam- 
bles  for  a  fhare  with  him ,  if  it  do  not  whol- 
ly ingrofs  it.  We  fitanhouratafermon, 
but  'tis  ra,ther  to  hear  the  wit  or  eloquence 
of  the  preacher ,  then  the  word  of  God. 
Like  the  duller  fort  of  animals ,  we  like 
well  to  have  our  itching  ears  fcratcht , 
but  grow  fturdy  and  reftive  when  wc 
ihould  do  what  we  are  tliere  taught.  In 
a  word  all  our  fervices  at  the  bed  are  mi- 
ferable  maim'd  and  imperfeA ;  and  too  of- 
ten corrupt  and  unfound.  So  that  Gqd 
may  well  upbraid  us  as  he  did  i/r^f/.  Of- 
fer it  now  to  thy  governor ,  will  he  he f leased 
with  it  ?  Mai.  i .  i .  Thefe  very  iniquities  of 
our  holy  things ,  are  enough  to  defeat  all 
our  pretences  to  any  good  from  Gods 
hand.  Yet  God  knows  this  is  much  tlie  beft 
fide  of  us :  *tis  not  every  one  that  can 
.  make  fo  fair  an  appearance  as  this  amounts 
to.  With  many ,  there  is  no  place  to  com- 
plain of  the  blemifhes  of  their  facrifices , 
for  they  offer  none ;  of  whom  we  may  fay 
in  the  words  of  the  Pfalmift ,  God  is  not  in 
all  their  thoughts ,  Pfal.  lo.  4. 1  fear  there 
want  not  thofe  who  drive  away  the  day , 
the  week ,  nay  the  year ,  without  remem- 
bring  in  whote  hand  their  time  is ,  Pfal. 
31. 18.  or  paying  him  any  folemn  tribute 
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of  it ;  who  enjoy  the  fervices  of  all  infe* 
rior  creatures «  without  confidering  that 
theirs  are  more  due  to  the  fupreme  Lord: 
in  a  word  ^  who  live  as  if  they  were  abfo* 
lutely  independent ;  had  their  exiftenct 
purely  from  themfelves,  and  had  no  Crea- 
tor to  whom  they  owed  their  beiqg ,  or 
any  confequent  duty .  Andfuremenwho 
thus  difcard  themfelves  from  Gods  fami- 
ly ,  have  very  little  reaibn  to  exped  the 
provisions  ot  it :  yet  even  fuch  as  thefe 
have  the  impudence  to  complain ,  if  any 
thing  be  wanting  to  tHeir  needs  (fhall  I 
lay)  or  to  their luits ;  can  ravingly pro- 
fane Gods  name  in  their  impatiencies » 
which  they  know  not  how  to  ufe  in  their 
praiers :  as  if  the  Deity  were  confiderable 
in  no  other  notion ,  then  that  of  their  ca- 
terer or  fteward* 

^  4,  I F  now  we  ferioufly  refleft ,  what 
can  be  more  admirable  tnen  that  infinit 
patience  of  God  ;  who  notwithfjtanding 
the  miferable  infirmities  of  the  pious ,  and 
the  leud  contemt  of  the  impious,ftill  goes 
on  reiblutly  in  his  bounty »  and  conti- 
nues to  all  mankind  fome ,  land  to  fomc 
all  his  temporal  bleflings  ?  He  lias  no  ob- 
ligation of  juftice  to  do  fo  ,  for  it  is  no 
partofhis  compai^;  he  has  none  of|;ra- 
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titude »  for  he  is  perpetuially  af&onted  and 
difobliged.  Surely  we  may  well  fay  with 
^avid^  Is  this  after  the  manner  of  men  ^ 
O  Lard?  i  Chro.  17.  17.  Can  the  high- 
eft  human  indulgence  bear  any  proportion 
with  this  divine  Clemency  ?  no  certainly  * 
no  finite  patience  but  would  be  exhaufted 
with  the  thoufanddi  part  of  our  provo- 
cations. 

5.  But  is  not  our  dealing  too  as  lit-^ 
tie  after  the  manner  of  men;.  I  mean  of 
realbnable  creatures  ?  For  us  who  have 
forfeited  our  right  to  all  ♦  arid  ytt  by  mere 
favor  are  (till  kept  in  the  poflemon  of 
many  great  bleffings :  for  us  to  grow  mu- 
tinous ,  becaufe  there  is  perhaps  lomthing 
more  trifling  which  is  deni'd  us ,  is  fiich 
a  ftupid  ingratitude,  as  one  would  think 
impoflible  to  human  nature.  Should  a  Te^ 
nant  with  us  have  at  once  forfeited  his 
leafe ,  and  malicioufly  affifonted  his  Land- 
lord, he  would  fure  think  himfelf  very 
gently  dealt  with ,  if  he  were  lufFer'd  to 
enjoy  but  a  part  of  his  firft  eftate ;  but 
we  ihbuld  think  him  not  only  infolent , 
but  mad ,  who  when  the  whole  were  left 
hirti » '  Ihould  quarrel  &  clamor  if  he  might 
not  hive  hisCottage  adornM  with  marble 
fldors ,  aiid  guilded  roofs.  Yet  at  this  wild 
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rate  we  behave  our  felves  to  our  great 
Landlord,  grow  pettiih  and  angry  if  avc 
have  not  every  thing  we  can  fancy ,  the 
we  enjoy  many  more  ufeful,.  merely  by 
his  indulgence.    And  can  there  be  any 
thing  imagined  more  unreafonable  ?  Let  us 
therefore  if  not  for  piety,  yetatleaftto 
juftify  our  clame  to  rationality,  be  more 
ingenuous;  let  iis  not  confult  only  with 
our  fond  appetites ,  and  be  thus  perpetu- 
ally foliciting  thi$  fatisfa^ion ;  but  ra- 
ther refled  on  what  tenure  we  hold 
what  we  already  have ,  even  that  of  fu- 
perabundant  mercy ;  and  fear ,  leail  like 
infolent  beggers  by  the  impudence  of  our 
demands  we  divert  even  that  charity 
which  was  defign'd  us .    In  ihort  let  every 
man  when  he  computes  what  he  wants 
of  his  deiires,  reckon  as  exajflly  how  much 
he  is  ihort  of  hisrduty ;  and  when  he  has 
duly ,  ponder'd  both ,  he  will  think  it  a 
very  gentle  compofi^ion  to  have  the  one 
uniupplied ,  fo  he  may  have  the  other  re- 
mitted ;  and  will  fee  cauie  contentedly  to 
fit  down  and  fay  with  honeft  Mephihojheth , 
What  right  have  I  to  cry  anymore  unto  the 
Kingi  Sam.  19.  x8.  But  if  it  be  thus  with  us 
upon  the  mere  fcoreofourimperfeftions 
or  omiffions ,  what  an  obnoxious  fiate  do 
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our  innqmerable  a<^al  fios  put  us  in  ?  If 
the  fpots  of  our  facrifices  are  provoking , 
what  are  our  facrileges  and  bold  profana- 
tions ?  If  thofe  who  negieA  or  forget  God 
are  lifted  among  his  enemies ,  what  are 
thofe  who  avowedly  defy  him  ?  Indeed 
he  that  foberly  conliders  the  world ,  and 
fees  how  daringly  the  divine  Majefty  is 
daily  affronted,  cannot  but  wonder  that 
the  perverfions  of  our  manners ,  thofe 
prodiges  in  morality ,  jfhould  not  be  an- 
fwerd  with  as  great  prodiges  in  calamity 
too ;  that  we  mould'  ever  have  other  ruin 
then  that  of  Sodom ,  or  the  earth  ferve  us 
for  any  other  purpofe  then  to  be ,  as  it  was 
to Korah^  Num.  i&.  our  living fepulcher. 
6.  N  o  R  is  this  longanimity  of  God 
obfervable  only  towards  the  mafs  and  col* 
ledlive  body  of  mankind ,  but  to  every 
man  in  particular.  Who  is  there  that  if 
|ie  ranfack  his  confcience ,  ihall  not  find 
guilts  enow  to  juftify  God  in  the  utmoft 
leverities  towards  him?  fo  that  how  much 
foeverhispunilhments  are  fhort  of  that, 
fo  riiuch  he  evidently  owes  to  the  lenity 
and  compafHon  of  God.  And  who  is 
there  that  fuflfers  in  this  world  the  utmoft 
that  God  can  inflift  ?  We  have  a  great 
many  fufFering  capacities ,  and  if  thofe 

were 
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^crc  all  fiU'd  up  totheheight^^durcOfi-^ 

ditidft  Wtfid  fcairce  "dtf^r  from  that  0? 

the  damtfe4<  in  any-  ehing  but  diimtoifi    ,: 

But  Gdd  is  More  mcrdfiti ,  and  nev*r  tn-^. 

fliifts^tthat  tare  on  us  h«te*    ETetynSahi* 

experience  can  tell  him ,  that  God  di/^bar^i 

gi^d<^-iioc  hli-  whole  quiver  at  onc6  upon 

flAi(«  iur^i^tAts^hiin'in  man^  moT&fKirti-f 

^utats'  tiife^bd4ffli(^s  IHm  ;  iSs  yet  die  fam^ 

ixpebfiftce  "Wiil  p^rohabi^  tell  mofl  of  his  i 

that  ^i^isdi^  £>  mo&eft  intiurailiKiltB 

tipon^God ;  We  ateadquo  hitn  in  all  his^coiii 

ceittis  '  (^as^i  far  id  outv  feeble  malite  tfah 

reach  )  iii:?his lSi)vvraigm:/  \  in  His  <lioliot  ^ 

in  h^t^latives ,  nay  fomtlmbs  iti  \mjntf 

eflentgt  '4&id  being;    ^iid  as  tltey  jire  dni^ 

ftitfaliii  Yefped  of  him ,'  foualfoln  r^ard 

of  out  idvcsr  we  engage  all  our  j«>wers 

in  thik  war ,  do  not  ottlyjv^^/^(  as  theA- 

unrigbtBtn^Bp  $  Rom:&  i8.  but  weprof% 
diem  upon  the  fereiceof  fenfoatiittQ  viio 
lufts,€y^n  beyond  ourflatiye  propenfioibi 
Nor  are  only  the  meriibers  of  our  body^ 
but  the  faculties  d  our  fouls  alfo  th us  em*  . 
ploied ;  our  under ftandingi  stt  bufied  firil 
in  tontriyiti(g^  fins ,'  and  men  excufes  and 
difguifes  for  them ;  boi:  Wills  are  yet  more 

*  N  ing 
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ifM-is  Jbeat  out  of  aU  ks  ovg;^ wpt&s »  ^'cf 
f»lk«4r  Ic^ep  didc  bold  In^i^igln  of  i^U 
ffonri^OQ ;  ind  oAr  afFci^i^n&madly  rtUh 

dff  fiesredbjr  notbiog  0f  danger  ^  jfocfacr^  b^ 
Intt  0IA  cooOghin  daeattcmfc  : :  «  ; 
f  7.  r  Aj«  D  noHF  vVddi  wJbit/ffttri  oaikpc^ 
pk  that  thus  pw^Qan.hQftUi!!^«i(t:i^IM^ 
fim  k  fltoiild :  «M)ic:  be.tiet^cflTdi  1(^.  th«Ai!^ 
doV  aay  man  d^rioUno^  itvar»  ^fiwid  jfi^t 
eidpcft  Irom  bisia^Y^fffa^  j^yi  chchcaiciR^iir 
the  DQ^fi^^omentd  \  of  iricnd^ip  ?  :  dilf <dei 
f(Emco:3A?m  ()i!fitttt:;tvcn£hemc^^ 
to  deipoite  his  entiiny^^de&ft.ot  thofe 
dungs  which  hcc:uires  tp  iiis  4inima0ice ; 
aiidr  if  God  ihould  ^ivc  way  iyejiio.thac 
loYt^  die^ree  ^f  atigjfer'i  ^wherc  i«*  ^liaf 
wecewc?  for  fincc wc  smpi^^iiF wfeplo 
ielves;  i^isiinil:  IiiAdv  nothing  ^  d^UH 
'^iod 'can  avmbwr  injuries.  .  J8«t  tisliaf^ 
py  for  us.  we  ha^ertco  '^q  ^ith  <wic  wb<i 
eaiuiot  fdar  tis  v  who  j;no\^s  the  impD^^ce 
of  otir  wild  attemcs ,  ahdfaaUai!s  hi^x^ 
fe^tmbnt  of  o«r  ibfolence ,  wkh  his  pi  t^ 
of  our  follies.  Were  it  not  for  this ,  we 
ftould  not  be  kft  in  a  pofiibility  fo  oft  to 
iterate  our  provocations;  ev^y  wicked 
hnagination  and  black  defign ,  would  be 
at  once  defeat0daiid.piiittihtby  infajt^ 

•r     - 


ifticai  fpewli  wwld  wiAw  the  t<M)gvie^ 

iikq  th^  arm  6i  Jeroboam  which  bc  i&eti: J^t 

ragainft  the  Prppbet ,  ^  King.  1:3 ..  4,  an4 
'*«^rr  ijupious  aft  wowld  like, the  pro^- 
bitied  retrofpeft  of  Ij>U  Wife,fii:  u$pe^- 
tual  monuments  of  divide  ychgeance. 

8.  A  K  D  then  how  much  do  we  owe 
.tojtb^ mercy  and  coi^miferation  of .  oiir 
God ,  that  hefuffers  p^  bis  whole  di/pU'^ 
Jure  t^  arije  ,  Pfa.  j%.  39.  that  he  ftb^tes 
^ny  thing  of  tbac  j^feYWity  bg  i^iglhfc 
^U  tqvvard  us  ?  .He  that  is  coml^infledwp 
the  Gidlqwes  ♦  woyld  tbink  it  a  niprfiy  tp 
fcape  wit;b  any  inferioi:  peni^ty:  why  hkv^ 
we  tbeo  fuf  b  meantboughi;s  of  Qods  Cl<^ 
mchcy ,  when  he  defcends  to  fy^h  Ipw 
compofitrons  with  i|s?cQt^e<^s  us  f^  Jjishth 
ly  as  if  'twere  only  matter  pfcercmaoy  & 
pun^ilio,  thereg^cdofbi^honQf  ,ratber 
then  theeijecvtionof  bis  wrath*  For  alas 
let  hm  amofYg  lis  that  js  the  mpft  inno- 
cent ,  &  uiidef«rvedlya0lifted ,  mvfter  up 
bis  fm?  ;if>d  fufFerM)gs,and  bfP  will  fee  a ya v 
inequality :  and  (  had  b^  Q<ot  other  groiin4^ 
of  aHurance  )  would  be  ^mof^  tpmxipd  cp 
think  tbo£s  were  not  the  provoking  cayle , 
they  ate  {q^  unproportionably  ^nfwf re4 
He  rin$  in  innumerable  jnftance^ ,  gndii 
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punifiit  in  few ;  hefmshabitu^ly^clpcr- 
'petuaHy ,  and  fuffers  rarely  ana  feldom ; 
hay  perhaps  he  has  fom times  finn*d  with 
greedinef^,  and  yet  God  has  puniflitwith 
regret  and  reluftancy.  Hew  fhdUIgfife 
theeif  ,0  Efhraim?}:\o{.  ii.  8.  And  when 
all  the  difparities  are  confider'd ,  we  muft 
certainly  join  heartily  in  Ezrasconfcf- 
fibn ,  Thpu  O  God  has  ^unijh$uslefsthen 
our  iniquities  deferve\  Ezra.  9. 13.   »   ^ 

9.  N A  Y  befides allour antecedent ,  W€ 
have^  after  guilts  no  lefs  provoking ,  I 
mean  bur  ungracious  repinings  at  the 
h'ght  chaftifements  of  our  former  fins  \ 
<)fur  oyt-cries  uppn  every  little  uneafinefs , 
which  may  juftly  caufe  God  to  turn  pur 
whips  ihto  fcorpions ;  and  according  as 
hetnreatnedJ^/yf/,  Lty.x6.ii.to^ni/h 
its  jet  feven  times  more.  And  yet  even 
this  do'is  npt  immediately  exafperate  him. 
triie  Jews  wt^r6  an  inftance  liow  long  he 
could  bear 'with  a  murmuring  generati- 
on; but  certainly  we  of  this  nation  are  a 
greater :  j^^^  let  w  not  be  high  minded  but 
fear ^'Kom.  liiao.  for  we  lee  at  laft  the 
doom  fell  heavy  tho  it  was  protrafted : 
a  focceffion  of  miraculous  judgments  pur- 
fued  thofe  murmurers ,  fo  that  not  one 
pf  theni  enter  d  Canaan.    And  its  very 

ob- 
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oblarvsbk  ^  diaf  jwker^lis  to  other  fins  Gods 
aenudGi^lons  a^  iii  fdripturt  condttio- 
hal  and  xeverfibk^  thi^  was  abfotut^sand 
bound  with  an  oikih^,H&Jb;arikihii  wrath 
tbdt^ti^'^hmfdmtvnihr''$^^  Pfal. 

^5.  II.  And  yet  4f  we  c&mpare  the  hard* 
ihips^-of  the  Ifraelites  in  the  SVildeniefs 
with  fndft  of  our  fuilerings ,  we  Ihall^e 
fojrced  to  confefs-ouf  mutinies  have  lefs 
temt^tion ,  and  confequently  lefs  excufe ; 
frorti  whence  'tis  very  reafonable  to  infer , 
as  the\^reatneis  qf  our  dang^  if  wcpcr- 
iift ,  "fo  the  greathefs  o£  Gods  long  futer- 
ing  towards  us ,  who  yet  allows  us  fpace 
toreforiri :  andfarbnew  complaints  found 
very  ill  from  us  y '  Who  arc  liable  to  fo  fe- 
vcre  an  account  for  our  old  <>ile^.  I  fear 
the  moil  refign^d  |>ttibiis  of  us  will  upr 
on  recoUei^ion  findv  they  have  upon 
one  octafion  or  other  out-vied  the  num* 
bee  of  the  Ifraelites  murmurs ,  therefore 
uniefs  we  will  emulate  them  m  their 
plagues  y  ;lec  us  fear  to  add  one  more  left 
that  make  up  the  fatal  fum ,  and  render 
our  deftruftion  irrevocable. 

10.  Upon  all tliefe  cotiAderatiofis  it 
appears  how  little  reafon  any  of  us  have 
to  repine  at  our  heavieftlpreflures.  But 
there  is  yet  a  farther  circumftance  to  be 

^adverted 


•'**';;. 


loa        The  Aft  of  Cootentmeik.. 


■I«*«IPHM^ 


a|di»«rced  to«  aind  is  too  ap|»licabl6  to.  mkiiy 
of  u$ ,  that  is»  that  our  fias  at^  not  only  the 
jconibittt  neritof io^s  caufc  of  qiv  fuffcr- 
ings«  bile  they  ate  alfo  very  often  the  in- 
ftmmental  caufe  aUo ;  andpro^^ce^diem 
not  only  by  way  of  r^t^ation  from  God , 
but  by  a  hatnral  efficacy .  Sohmon  tells  us 
he  t\izx,lo^esfleJure\  IkMkeApwirman^ 
and  that  a  whwish  v^OMom  wiU  Ariffjg  ^ 
fnan  to  a  piece  of  bread ,  Prov.  9.  %^.  wi^ 
he  that  fits  Img  at  the  wine  /haU  have twd- 
nefs  6f  fies\  Chap,  xj,  %^.  ^q.  tbaf  tAe 
Jbth/klJmUbaliJkj^^  19.  i^  and 

all  theifc  not  by  trnmedlate  fopetnatund 
infliction  ftom  G6d«  but  as  thepjrt^r 
genuine  efTedla  of  thof?  refpe^ive  vice*. 
Indeed  God  in  hia  original  eftabUiOmient 
of  things,  has  made  io.ciofe a  connexioii 
between  fm  and  py tiiihrn^nt ,  that  he  is 
not  often  put  to  exei^t  his  power  in  any 
extraordinary  way,  bujc  may  tntift  us  to 
be  our  o wn  Lii^orsi  ^  QS^tQ^nbflckJIidmgs 
reprwe  ns ,  Jer.  %.  19.  m4  our  if^H^t^arf 
of  themfclves  cndxx^tokecffnem^rime^ 
Exod.  18.38. 

II.  It  may  therefore  be  a  ieafonable 
queilion  for  every  man  to  put  tobimfelf » 
whether. the  troubles  b^  labors  under  be 
not  of  this  fort ;  whetbec  the  poverty  he 

com- 
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tofi^^fts  of , .  be  not  the  ej9^  of,  \h^  dot 
and  pFoiTuiloii^  his  I9k>tb^dli«e£ligelkce.? 
whether  when  ,he cTiies  aut ^^Msfctf^ti^ 

ipny  snot  aafiHCftHi*MEyf  W  that  they  ace 
hi^^nriiQts  CO  tki?  bar^Q^hoiifetvhi^hfaaii^ 
rhu^  «iade  mtt^efi(\  ^ter  mfif  hii  ImM , 

H^3  •  *^'  wJh^tfof r  whfft  heisi>€Sfei;witii 
^<MA%atioiid ,  and  l^ftsiwdjtin^^  wic|inu; 

^v^i3K>tl>yibn)«^r»r.£i^^  £ccL 

s,%^>it,  |br<^  him  to  depart :  im  when 
be  if«s  jmder  ittitmft  wbetb^  it  If e  not 
Wy  11^  £chQ  6f  i»i$  owa  ^ao4^m 
tintttes*  ifh^ftftlit^httsw^hVi^tti  <««> 
luiil^r  h^  iraioKtih  >is  ^c|K:  r  idd  he«iutnoc 

c<>Mit>l3^ni  of  any  tmt  (h^mfeli  rHecOvhi 
not  be  ignoiraiit^jlt^ch  eflct^s  didnatv^ 
t^y  attend  fudii  ^2^9^ ,  and  itherefote  if 
ht  wjofild  take  the  one;,:  hemufttaKethe 
oth^  t^y  :No  man  fure  canb^iomad» 
as  'to  think  Ood  fhould  work  inimdea 
(  diibiiite  thofe  things  which  tiaturefaath 
ocmloiii'd  )  only  that  he  may  £n  at  es^e , 
have  ali  the  befttatl  ^fuf es  he  can  pfo- 
jt^  t  and  nidn^e  of  the  eoi^equent  fmart. 
Wc  x«adindfedGod4iyidediaiefea»  bue 

It 
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it  was  to  make  thewt^f^r  theRanfimed 
0fthe  Lofi^U  fafiirvir,  Ifa.  51;  10.  thofe 
who  wete  his  <>^h  peopliSs  aiid  went  i  11  at 
fcis  xommanH ;  but  wKeri  they  were  fectt-^ 
red  ^  yft^^nii  the-^t^rSimmediallv  tii- 
tum'd  to  their  cHaiieJI ,  and  overwhelhied 
the  Egyt)tianS ,    WJid  V6iitfflr6d  without 
the fime Varrant.    Ah^ftut  thfc  cafe ci 
ftlHie  h^r^r' w^n  anyiman  can  jptodti^e 
06\te;mandj|re  fot  him  tbntnintoaiieK- 
t^^ft<>]prio'r;  to^^oci^ate  bh^  tempi^  «C«fa« 
holy  Ghbft V  /f »i  tnake  his hod^trimber^ 
an  hdfUx ,  -I  Cor. 6. 1 5' .In  a  word  when  God 
bids^him  do  any  of  th'ofe  things;  3<^liieh 
God  and  good  mefi' abhor,  thefiahd«)t 
before*  hft  may  hope  be  may  fever  liidi 
ads'  ftt>rti  ^heir  Ujitite  pcmt  «ff^<Jts ;  fo* 
tiU^<hfciP(  bbvy  *rolS^  f<»wr  fotoe:  Le- 
geridary/ftories  repreferit  him)  be  will 
c^rrilnly  neJver  (o- beftow  'his  miracles. 
^    i^^^Bu^-lifoir  tU^o*Pfci!uti!W^ 
tfrp§ai-  k  ^yeft  farther  di?cumftahce  upon 
which  <6  arraign  bufmiftinics ;  fotfcho'lt 
be  uiireftfenable  eiibiigk  t6  chaise  God 
with  the-iUcffeft  df  dtii?  owii  leudnefs , 
yet  ^tis  abigher  Hep  to  -murmur  becaufe 
we  have  not  materials  •  to  bei  wiaked  e- 
nOtigh.    Arid  this  I  iTcar  is  thei<raifewith 
many  of  us  ,*  who  clio^  they:  ate  not 

fo 
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fo  difpoird  by  their  fins,  but  that  they 
can  keep  up  tlieir  round  of  vicious  pie- 
fures ,  yet  are  difcontented  becaufe  tbcy 
think  {om  others  have  them  moreexqui* 
iite,  think  their  vices  are  notGenrilee-^ 
nough ,  uniefs  they  be  very  expenfive,  and 
are  covetous  only  that  they  may  be  more 
luxurious.  Thefe  aresfucb  as  St,  James 
fpeaks  of,  who  ask  amifs^  that  weymaj^ 
con/ume  it  tipon  their  lu^h  J  Jam/4>3-.and 
fure  to  be  mutinous  on  this  account  is  one 
of  thfe  bigheft  pieces  of  frenzy.  Woul4 
any  man  in  )^\s  wits  tell  another  he  will 
cur  his  throat ,  and  then  expert  he  fliould 
furniih  him  with  a  knife  for  it  ?  And  yet  to 
thi^  amount  pur  murmurs  againft  God;for 
his  not  giving  us  thofe  things  wherewith 
we  only  deAgn  to  wage  war  with  him. 
For  furely  if  the  difcontcnts  of  mankind 
were  clotely  infpefted,  I  doubt  a  great 
many  would  be  found  of  this  kind.  It 
concerns  the  Reader  therefore  to  n>ake 
the  inquidtion  in  hisownbreaft,  both  in 
this  and  all  the  former  particulars,  and 
1  doubt  not,  if  he  do  it  with  any  in- 
genuity and  uprightnefs,  he  will  be 
abundantly,  convinced  that  for  his  few 
niites  of  obedience  he  paies  to  God ,  he 
.  receives  talents  of  mercies  (even  tempo- 
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tH )  from  him :  an4  that  on  the  other 
fide,  that  God  as  much  underpaies  his 
{iiis,as  he  overpaies  hisfervices:  by  which 
God  do's  fuffieiently  ^tteft  how  little  he 
detights  in  our  aiAidion  ,  how  gladly  he 
takes  any  light  occafion  of  careffing  an<l 
ibhclrifhing ,  and  overskips  thofc  of  pu- 
Aifhing  us.  Which  fure  ought  to  makeus 
eonvert  all  our  difplefures  againft  our 
ifins ,  which  extort  thofe  afts  of  feverity 
from  him ,  to  which  his  nature  is  moft  a- 
verfe.  And  here  indeed  our  refentments 
tannotbetoofharp,  puttowardsGodour 
iittc&  addrefs  will  be  in  the  penitential 
form  of  the  Prophet  Daniel ,  O  Lord^  to  us 
hlongeth  confiijton  efface^  but  to  the  Lord 
Airr  viod  belong  n^erctes  and  forgiveneJs\ 
tho  we  have  rebelled  againft  him ,  Dan.  9 . 
8, 9*  And  as  bis  juflice  is  to  be  reverecl 
in  his  inflidirions ,  fo  is  his  wifdom  alfo » 
in  fo  difpofing  of  events  to  particular  per- 
fons,as  may  beft  confift  with  the  univerfal 
Oeconomy  -and  managery  of  the  world , 
the  confideration  whereof  is  the  defigti 
of  the  neitt  Se(%on. 


Sect, 


Sect- VI.  OfGadsgen^alTrcividence.  107 


II     >  I 


Sect.    VI. 


Of  Gods  general  Pro'videpce* 


•  ■ 

1*  XTr^^^  ^^^  made  the  uoivfflfe:* 
VV  he  intended  not  oniy  to  g|oi% 
lmn&\£m  <ine  tfanfient  ad  01  his  :poweir» 
and  then  leave  this  great  and  wondnrful 
produdioii  of  his »  as  the  Ofirkb  her^  ^ff 
in  the  wilderneis,  Lam.4*3«  hut  haying 
drawn  it  out  of  its  firft  Chaos «  he  feeiir'd 
yt  from  dretur nine  thither  ag^ti ,  hy  efta^ 
hliihing  asadnelymmetrf  o£f>arJs  ,:foftlr 
foa  regular  order  of  mofSon  :  henoeiit » 
that  the  heayens  haviedieir  confiant  re- 
volutions ,  the  earth  its  luecefliott  of  de- 
terminate feafons,  animalsctheir  alternate 
C0urieo£,};eiiefiationand:<torrttptimi,  atti 
hycfaiswiieOeconomy,  the  world  after  J&i 
tnany  thouiand  years ,  foMis  fliU  in  its 
ipring  and  £rft  beauty.  But  it  had  hin 
wi  v4n  no  have  thus  fecured  the  dfcfe- 
iftionbf  the  creatures^  ^  man  for  who(e 
fake  they  were  made  (had  bin  lexckided 
ifronijdiis;i:aie.Hts  &cDlty  ofireaibn  \r«i(Hld 
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have  made  htm  but  the  more  fatal  inflru- 
ment  of  confufion ,  and  taught  him  the 
more  compendious  waies  of  diilurbing 
the  world,  y^^  compares  him  ?^  the  wild 
ajfes  colt<,  Job  1 1.  II.  which  takes  its  range 
widtout  diverting  to  any  thing  of  the 
common  good.  God  has  therefore  dou-^ 
biy  hedged  in  this  unruly  creature ,  .made 
a  tenceof  lawsabom him  (boch  natural 
and  pofitive  )  and  befides  has  taken  him 
into  th^  commcm  circle  of  his  pi^vidence, 
fo  that  he ,  aS  well as  the  reft  of  the  crea- 
tion, has  his' particular  j[iatk>n:  a^Hgn'd 
him  ;  and  that  not  bnly  in;  reference  to 
other  creatures',. but  himfelf^  has  put  a 
differeacobetweetioheman  andanother, 
Ordained  feveral  ranks  ai!id  ClalfTesof  men, 
irtd  endowed  them  with  ipecial  45Crtd  .ap* 
propriatequalrft cations  for  thoie^itadons 
wherein  he  hasfet  tiiem ..      ^  ^    v  v 

t.:T H I  s ,  as  itis'a  workof  infibit  wif- 
^om  in  Godi  fci  it  is  of  unfpeakable  ad- 
vantage to  mcnl '  Without  thteieguiar  dif^ 
pofur<t ,  the  world  would  haVe  bin  in  the  ^ 
iame  confufion  which  we  read  of  in^the 
hoft  of  the  Midianites ,  every  rmmijhmrd 
agdinft  his  fellow ,  Jud.  7.  xi.  Mothmg  but 
force  could  determine  who  fhouldido ,  or 
enjoy  any  thing  $  and  9ven  that  decifion 
i  alfo 
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alfo  .would  have  bin  repellabledb^  a.  grea- 
ter force  t  fo  that  we  have  all  tadoxi  to 
confefs  the  utility-Gf.  that  order  God  has 
fet  among  men  :  and  even  lit  that  beabrs 
the  lo  weft  and  moft  defpi  cable  place  in  it  ^ 
is  certainly  infinitlyiiiore  happy  by  coa- 
tributihg  to  that  general  Harfliony  V  then 
hecouldbeihahyibitec^difcbsd.  1 

■"Si  W  E  K  B  .mis  now  wdklrconMet'd, 
niethiiiks  it  ihoiild  iilence  all  eur  com- 
pdaints ,  and  men  ihould-not  be  So  vehfir 
xnendLy  concern'd  m  what  partof  theitiu- 
Amc  it  pieafes  th&great  Ardiite^  to  piit 
them  :  tor  every  man  is  to  look  on  him- 
fclf  only  as  a  fmall  parcel  of  i^}K>fe.mace^ 
rials  which  Ood  is  to  put  into  foi^.  £- 
very  ftone  is  n<»t£t  for  the  cornier »  not 
ev ery  little  rafter  for  the  main  beam :  the 
wifdotn  of  the  Mailer  builder  is  alone  to 
determiri  that<  And  furc  there  cannot 
be  a. more  vile  conteiht  of  th(&  divine  wif- 
donrthento  difputchis  choice.  Had  God 
wifdom  oiough  xo  contrive  this  yaft  and 
beautiful  fabriC)  and  may  he  m>t  be  trufted 
with  one  of  us  poor  worms  ?  Didjbe  by  his 
wifdm  make  the  hf ovens ,  and  iy  hk  un- 
derstanding Rretch  mtt  the  clouds ,  Pro.  3 . 
19.  andihall  henotjcQow  where  topbce 
a  little  lump  of  figur'd  earth  ?  this  is  cer- 
tainly 


V. 
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totoly'the  moft  ^fuid' diifaruft  iinagina- 
bic,  jmd  yet  this  is  really  the  true  mcaiir 
i^  of  ourtepiaiiigatthe  conditioafae  has 
|)laced  ub  in. 

.  4.  The  xarisdi  169  we  areibfbliofxiur 
Ieii9»es ,  thfA:  ^ve  can  fee  notbifig  l>eyx>iul 
it :  jevQiy  »maa  expeiSb  Hod  fliodld  place 
him  whem  he  his  atniindco  be ,  tho  by  it 
h€  AiSlmmp0k  whole  fcheaie  of  nis 
'ptxmdmct.:  Bot  tho  \veace  ib  ienfeMly 
pflUtial  ytti  Gdd^fe  aot  fo :  he  that  com- 
]^rcSienas  at  onoe  diac  whole  xxmasm  trf 
naitikiad,  aM>lite  im^^ 
dacitig  thofe ,  nox  the  hunorhig  anypar^ 
titular  perfen4  He  hasmadetbeff^eatani 
the  fmcdly  ^md  r^etb  fcrnUame ,  Wild. 
^(.j.  lie  (is  die  oaatimcm  JFather  of  main 
icitid:,  .imd  di£pDies  tAwigs  f or  die  public 
ttdvank^  of  this^at  £Mnily,and  'tis  not 
sH  the  Jiapatfieat  jCiaFings  of  a  &owaxd 
<jbtld  tibab  fliaU  inakehim  recede  from  his 
flefigned.  method.  .  IKe  ace  ^t  enoogfa , 
i'^Mi  iibre ,  to  tax  it  ttot  aonly  as  aweak- 
iie(s  y  hirt  ti^iiiidcetDoiina  Prmce,  when 
he  iiiAdy<s  any  thiiig  to  a  private  fav^ 
rite  r6  Jie  vpubUc  disadvantage ;  yet  fo 
utiequal  are  we,  diat  we^mutmurat God 
lbrii0t^ck»iii^vtlfiftv  ^khwemurmurat 
men  ior  idoing.  :>: 
\       '  .     5'.  Be- 
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5'.  Besides  a  man  is  to  confidtr, 
that  other  men  have  the  famt  appetites 
with  himfttf.  Ifhc  diflikc  anitrfeiriof  ftate, 
why  ihould  he  not  thitik  others  do  la  too? 
and  then  as  the  wife  matt  ^e^ks,  whsfi 
vmeJhaU  the  Lord  hear?  Ecclasl  34-^4: 
^i$  fore  great  inlbtence  in  we  to  expcdf 
thit  <ioa  fiiould  be  more  concern'd  to 
humor  mc,then  thole  mttltitude*  of  others 
who  have  the  fame  defires.  And  the  more 
impatient  my  lohginffs  are ,  the  lefs  rnr 
reafon  Ihoula  be  niy  hopes  i  for  mutiny 
is  no  fuch  endearing  cjuality  as  to  render 
any  man  adearlingtoGod^*  Bur  if  all  men 
flipiild  have  equal  latisfaftions ,  we  Ihould 
pnzle  even  OmnipQte|ice  it  felf.  Every 
man  would  be  above  and  foperior,  yer 
thofc  are  comparative  terms ,  and  if  no 
man  were  below,  no  man  couldhie  above. 
So  in  wealth,  moft  men  defire  more ,  but 
every  man  do*s  at  left  defireto  keep  what 
he  has ;  how  then  fliall  one  part  of  the 
world  be  fupplied  mihout  the  diminuti- 
on of  the  other ,  unlefs  there  fliould  be 
is  miraculous  a  multiplication  of  trcafiire 
for  mans  avarice ,  as  there  was  of  Loaves 
for  their  hunger ,  Mat.  t6. 9.  It  was  a  good 
aufwer  which  the  Ambaffadors  of  an  op- 
prcft  Province  made  to  Antmy^    if  (y 

Em- 
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Empctot » |hou  wilt  have  double  taxes  from 
us.,  thou  muft  help  us  to  double  Springs 
and  Harvefts;  And  fure  God  muft  be 
at  theexpence  of  a  new  Creation,  make  us 
a  double  world »  if  he  ihould oblige  him* 
felf  to  fatisfy  all  the  unreafonable  appe- 
tites of  men  :  and  if  he  fatisfy  notall^  why 
ihould  any  particular  perfon  look  that  his 
alone  ihould  be  indulged  to  ? 

6.  Y  £  T  as  unreafonable  as  it  is ,  the 
moft  of  us  do  betray  fuch  a  perfwaiipn. 
No  man  is  difcontented .  that  there  are 
lower ,  as  well  as  higher  degrees  in  the 
world »  that  thece  are  j^oor  as  w  ell  as  rich » 
but  ail  fenfible  men  aflent  to  the  fitnefs 
of  it:  yet  if  themfelves  happen  to  be  fet 
in  tlie  lower  form  >  \hey  exclame  as  if  the 
whole  order  of  the  world  werefubverted ; 
which. is  a  palpable  indication  that  they 
think  that  Providence  which  governs  o* 
thers  ihould  ferve  them  ,  and  diltribute 
to  tliem  not  what  it ,  but  themfelves  think 
good.  This  immoderate  felf-love  is  the 
4>nng  and  root  of  moft  of  our  complaints, 
makes  us  fuch  unequal  judges  in  our  own 
concerns^  and  promts  us  to  put  in  Caveats 
and  exceptions  on  our  own  behalf ,  as 
^avid did  on  his  fons ,  See  that  thou  hurt 
not theyoungmaftKyibfotQml  xSam.  iSi  if. 

as 
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as  if  God  were  td  manage  the  govern-* 
ment  of  th6  Wotld  with  a  particular  re- 
gard to  our  liking ,  and  were  like  the  An* 
gels  at  Sodom »  Gen.  19.  ix.  to  do  nothing 
till  we  had  got  into  Zoar  ^  had  all  our  de- 
mands fecured  to  us. 

7.  1 T  would  indeed  aftonilh  a  confi- 
dering  man  to  Tee  ^  that  altho  the  con- 
cerns  of  men  are  all  difpofed  by  an  uner- 
ring Wifdom^  and  acknowledged  by 
themfelves  to  be  fo ,  ycjt  that  fcarce  any 
maii  is  pleafedi  The  truth  is  ♦  we  have 
generally  in  us  the  worfer  part  of  the  Le-* 
velers  principle ,  and  tho  we  can  very  coi^- 
tentedly  behold  multitudes  below  us »  ytt 
are  impatient  to  fee  any  above  us ;  not 
only  lYitfoot  ( to  ufe  the  Apoftles  fimile  ) 
complains  that  it  is  not  the  hand^  hut  the  ear 
becaufe  it  knot  the  eye ,  i  Cor.  ix.  15,16. 
Not  only  the  lowcrmoft ,  but  the  highet 
ranks  or  men  are  uneafi^ ,  if  there  be  any 
one  ftep  above  them.  Nay  fo  importu* 
nate  is  this  afpiring  humor,  that  wp  fee 
men  are  forced  to  teed  it ,  tho'  but  with 
air  and  ihadows.  -  He  that  cannot;  make 
any  real  advance  iftjiis  quality,  will  yet 
do  it  in  Effigies ,  in  all  litcle  gaieties  ^fd 
pageantries  of  it.  JEvcry  ^fegree  it),  |l:vef« 
refpefts  npt  only  emulates,  btitipftjitatej 

.  P  it* 
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its  fuperior ,  till  at  laft  by  that  impatiente 
of  their  proper  difiance  they  niake  it 
greater ,  &  fink  even  below  their  firft  ftatc 
by  their  ridiculous  profufion.  Indeed  the 
World  feems  to  be  (o  over-run  with  this 
vanity ,  that  there  is  little  vifible  diftind^i- 
on  of  the  degrees ,  and  one  had  need  go  do 
the  Herald  office  to  know  mens  qualities , 
for  neither  their  habit  nor  equipage  do 
now  adaies  inform  us  with  any  certainty. 
8.  But  by  all  this  it  appears  that 
men  look  on  themfelves  only  as  fingle 
perfons,   without  reference  to  the  com- 
munity whereof  they  are  members.   For 
did  they  confider  that ,  they  would  ende- 
vor  rather  to  become  the  places  wherein 
they  were  fet ,  by  doing  the  duties  belong- 
ing to  them ,  then  be  perpetually  projeft- 
ing  for  a  change.  A  tree  that  is  every  year 
tranfplanted  will  never  bear  fruit ,  and  a 
mind  that  is  alwaies  hurried  from  its  pro- 
per ilation ,   will  fcirce  ever  do  good  in 
any.    This  is  excellently  expreft  to  us  by 
Solomon  f  As  a  bird  that  wandereth  jram 
his  neft  ^  fo  is  a  man  that  wander eth  from 
his  place  J  Prov.  x/.S.    Tis  eafy  to  divine 
the  fate  of  thofe  young  ones  from  whom 
the  dam  wanders ,  and  'tis  as  eafie  to  guefs 
how  the  duties  of  that  place  will  be  per- 
formed , 
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formed ,  whofe  owner  is  al  waies  upon  the 
wing,  an4  making  towards  another.  I  wifli 
we  had  not  too  coftly  experiments  both 
in  Church  and  State  of  the  truth  of  this 
pbfervation.  Alas ,  we  forget  that  we  are 
all  fervants  to  the  fame  MaKer ,  and  that 
he  is  to  appoint  in  what  office  we  fhall 
ferve  him .  How  Ihould  we  like  it  in  any 
of  our  own  Families ,  to  have  ah  inferior 
officer  leave  his  work  undon ,  becaufehe 
has  more  mind  to  be  Major-domo  ?  Yet 
this  infolencc  we  every  day  repetc  to-^ 
wards  God ,  fuUenly  difpute  his  order , 
and  unicfs  we  may  chufe  our  ownimploi* 
ments  ,  will  do  nothing. 

9.  *Tis  evident,  this perverfe temper 

of  mankind  breeds  a  £rreat  deal  of  mif^ 

chief  and  difturbance  in  the  World ,  but 

would  rbredd  arrant  confufion  arid  fiibver* 

(ion ,   if  it  were  fuffered  to  have  its  full 

range.     If  God  permit  but  one  ambitious 

foirit  to  break  loofe  in  an  Age ,  asthein>* 

Arument  of  his  wrath ,  what  deftrudjon 

does  it  often  times  make?  How  does  it 

€du/e  the  whale  earth  to  tremble ,  andjbake 

Kmgdan^  ,-^si^  faid  oi  Nebuchadnezzar , 

Ifa.  14. 16.  and  may  be  faid  of  many  others 

of  thofe  whble-fale  Robbers  who  have 

dignified  the  trade?  But  if  every  ^p- 

P  X  -ing 
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ing  humor  ihouldbc  as  profperous,  where 
would  it  &^i  fuel  to  maintain  the  flame  ? 
No  doubt  every  Age  produces  men  of  as 
unbounded  defires  zs  Alexander  or  Cejar , 
but  God  gives  them  not  the  fame  oppor^ 
tunities  to  trouble  the  world.  And  accord- 
ingly in  the  more  petty  ambitions  of  pri- 
vate men  he  often  orders  it  fo ,  that  thofe 
foaring  minds  can  find  no  benign  gale  to 
help  their  mounting.  He  that  fets  bounds 
to  the  Sea ,  faying ,  hither  to Jhaltthm  come 
and  no  farther ,  and  tho  thewtn>es  thereof 
tofi  themjelvesiyet  can  they  not frevail,  tho 
they  roar  ,yet  can  they  not fa/s  over ,  Jer,  $, 
%x.  does  alfo  deprefs  the  fwelling  pride  of 
men ,  hangs  clogs  and  weights  ypqn  them 
that  they  cannot  rife  to  their  afFefted 
height.  For  tho  we  are  all  willing  to  forr 
get  it ,  yet  God  remembers  that  he  is  the 
Reftor  of  the  Univerfe ,  and  will  aflert  his 
Jjlominion.  The  \  fubtilelt  contrivance 
4iixmot  circumvent  him,  thetnoft  daring 
|>retender  cannot  wref^  any  thing  out  of 
Lis  hand ,  the  Lord  wtllftillbe  King ,  he 
tfje people  never  Jo  impatient ,  Pfalm  99.  i, 
'Twill  therefore  fure  be  as  well  our  pru- 
dence as  Qur  duty,  to  beftill^ottdknow  that 
hfis  God,  Pfalm 46.  iq.  with  an  humble 
d&tfilidion  of  imt  own  wills  ac^uiefce  in 
ri     "  -    ;  hiSf 
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his ,  and  not  by  ineffeftive  ftraglinss  pro- 
voke,  whom  we  arc  idirc  never  to  mbdue. 
We  may ,  like  unmanag'd  Horfes ,  fome 
and  fret ,   but  fhll  God  has  the  bridle  in 
our  jaws,  and  w&^canhot  advance  a  ftep 
farther  then  he  permits  us.  Why  ihould 
we  then  create  torment  to  our  klves  by 
our  repinings ,  which  only  fets  us  farther 
from  our  aims.   :  'Xrs  Gods  declared  me- 
thod to  exalt  thq  lowly ,  and 'tis  obferva- 
ble  i ti .  the  firft  two  Kings  of  Ifrael  ♦  who 
were  of  Gods  immediate  eledion  ^  that  he 
furpriz^  them.witfa  that  Dignity,  wlien 
they  were  abou£  mean  and  humble  cm^ 
ploiments ,  the  one  fearching  his  Fathers 
Afles»  the  other is^eeping  his  Fathers  ffaeep; 
and  would  men  honeftly  and  diligently 
exercife  themfdvds  in  the  bufinefa  of 
thei  r  proper  calling  ^  they  might  perhaps 
fiiid  it  a  more  dire(%r<>ad  to  advancement; 
then  alt  the  finifter  Art3  by  which  ambtr 
tious  men  endeavor  to  climb.  tlT^/a^K^  fets 
it  down  as  an  Aphorifm ,  Seefitboui^tnan 
diHgent  in  his  bujmefs ,  he  JhaU  fiand  before 
Ktngt ,  he  Jhall  not  ji and  before  mean  men  \ 
Pro.ix.  xp.  But  whether  it  happen  to  have 
that  efJcA  orho^  :;it  will  have  a  better; 
for  it  will  fwcet'en:  his  prefent  condition  \ 
divjarthis  mitidfrj^m  mutinous  reiledions 

on 


0 


ii8        The  Art  of  Contentment. 


on  other 'mens  height,  and  his  own  Ho  w- 
nefs ;  for  'tis  commonly  men  who  mind 
not  their  work  that  arc  at  fo  much  leafure 
to  gaze..  He  that  carefully phes  his  own 
buhnefs,  will  have  his  thoughts  more  con- 
centred :  and  doubtlefs  'tis  no  fmall  hap- 
pinefs  to  have  them-fo  i  for  'tis  their  gad- 
ding too  much  abroad ,  looking  on  other 
mens  conditions  that  fends  them  back 
( like  T>mah  4eflowred  )  to  jput  all  in  up- 
ro^  at  home.  The  fon  of  Syracb  fpeaks 
with  tranfpbrtation  of  the  (late  even  of 
him  that  labors  and  i$  content ,  and  calls 
xtajweet  life  ^  Eccluf.  40. 18.  And  certain* 
ly  'tis  infinitly  more  io  then  that  of  the 
greateft  Prince  whofe  mind  fwells  be- 
yond his  territories. 

10.  Upon  all  thefe  confiderations  it 
cannot  but  appear  very  reafonabfe  that 
we  fliould  leave  God  to  govern  the  world , 
not  be  putting  in  like  the  fons  of  ^^^^^f, 
for  the  higheft  feats  ^  but  continually  reft 
our  felves  where  lie  hasplaced  us ;  till  his 
Providence  (not  our  own  defigns)  ad- 
vance us.  We  can  no  where  be  fo  obfcure 
as  to  be  hid  from  his  eies ,  whoas  he  va- 
lued the  Widows  mite  above  the  great 
oblations  of  the  Rich ;  fo  he  will  no  leis 
gracioufly  accept  the  humble  endevors 

of 
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of  the  mean ,  then  the  more  eminent  fer- 
vices  of  the  Mighty ;  Himfelf  having  de- 
clared ,  That  he  accepts,  according  to  what 
a  man  hath ,  and  not  according  to  what  he 
hath  not,  xCor.  18,  iz.  So  that  in  what 
rankfoever  a  man  is  fet,  hehasftillthe 
opportunity  of  approving  himfelf  to  God, 
and  tho  in  the  eie  of  the  World  he  be  a 
veilel  of  diflionor,  yet  in  the  day  when 
God  comes  to  make  up  his  Jewels ,  Mai,  y  • 
17.  ther^  will  be  another  eilimate  ifiade 
of  hini  whd  regularly  moves  in  bis  own 
fphere.  And  fure  he  that  fits  down  in  this 
acquiefcence  is  a  happier  man,  then  he 
that  enjoies  the  greatefl  worldly  fplendor; 
but  infinitly  moire  fo  then  he  who  jmpati^ 
entiy  covets  but  cannot  attain  then^ ;  for 
fuch  a  man  puts  himfelf  upon  a  perpetual 
rack , '  keeps  his  appetites  up  at  tne  utmo£k 
ftretch  y  and  yet  has  nothing  whenewith 
tofatisfiethem.  Let  therefore  our  eafe,  if 
not  oyr  duty  promt  us  to  acquiefcence , 
and  a  ready  fubmifOon  to  Gods  difpofals , 
to  which  we  have  yet  a  farther  induce- 
ment from  that  diftin(%  care  he  hath  over 
every  mans  peculiar,  by  which  he  pr opor* 
tions  to  him ,  what  is  really  bcft  for  him ; 
of  which  we  are  farther  to  c9nfider  in  the 
nextSeftion.    \  ,. .         ' 
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Of  Gods  particular  Providence. 


■ 

I.  TT  is  the  irnpetfeftioft  of  our  finite 
X  nature ,  that  we  cannot  at  once  at- 
tend to  divers  things ,  but  the  more  ve^ 
hement  our  intention  is  upon  one ,  the 
greater  is  our  negled  of  the  reft.  But 
Gods  Infinity  cannot  be  fo  bounded ;  his 
Eies  at  once  fee ,  and  his  Providence  at 
once  ordei's  all  the  moft  diftarit  and  dif- 
parate  things  in  the  World*  He  is  not 
fuch  an  Epicurean  Deity  >  astofequeftet 
himfelf  wnoUy  to  the  enjoiment  of  his 
own  felicity ,  and  to  defpife  the  concerns 
of  poor  mortals;  I>ut  tho  he  have  his 
dwelling  Jo  high ,  yet  he  humble  th  himfelf  to 
behold  the  things  in  heaven  and  earth ,  Pfal* 
113  5'.  Nor  does  his  Providence  confine 
it  felf  to  the  more  fplehdid  and  greater 
parts  of  managery ,  the  conduft  of  Em* 

{>ires  and  States ,  but  it  defcends  to  the 
oweft  parts  of  his  Creation ,  to  i\\t  Fowls 
of  the  air ,  to  the  Lilies  6f  the  field ,  and 
'  then 
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StctyihGadf.farticuiarj^ravidencejixM, 

theft  fi^ire  Qvui§styiofs  inference  *s  to  in.4Qr 

JkMi4  is  irrefragable  ^  jirej^  notnmfs  heftpg 

$ke/ithey  ?  M^u6.  %6.  It  :a'Sp,arrpw  :  ( sU 

lie  eif(^whCiriS  «Us  liis  ©jlaples)  caiMK^ 

fall  fp  the  Tground  >yitji<>u!:  Go4s  {)arttr 

iiuiar  iio?i?ei;.:fureIy;  nd  hums^  ctcffjixt 

is Aefs  aon fid^r^We  to  hiitiKJftayif  our/v^}- 

ffV  haifeg^.0rje,numbredj:U!i«.cannot  chjoli 

ta§€x«€feen€eisof  jnrflve.vaiHe  theft  th^ 

ftok,  URtflwft  conclude^  ftj^at'God  wiijji'} 

particul^ir  /axiv^rteftcc  ,if^ch$  *  pyier -t^ 

£:  .:^.  Novr  r^od  bemg  |flfipitl35.^P9^i 
§Bnnot  thwp^ttcnd «s  vip^niginy iflii4i|ftj| 

.dpiigii  Q€4c^i8g,MS  miftliwfi:  te^ 
l>>5er;^S:aft,B^ardjan,  4iq|:^$  3tfpy  •-.  c,9R4 
di^fts  fcj$.  0^ffrvatioa  to.t^^  jnorc  fe^ 
Y^naWe.adapiirtg  his  ^)^ne^^     A^das^^ 

i$  th|i$  gtacioos  in  jlcitgfii^g  .pur.advait 
$^ge ;  fbjie  ,i&  no  lefs  wife  in  contrivi  Ag|& 
All  things^fyicstht  wife  man^^reinotPxi^ 
fit/ibie  fox  aikmen , Ecduf  3 j. %%.  Inqeied 
nothing  i^abfolutly  good  \>vx  God  rj^ij 
cfcated  things  ^re  good  pr  ill  in  reference 
to  that  to  which  they  are  applied,  ft^dt 
is  good ,  but  to  a  furfeicedi  ilQtnach  'ti$  not 
only i  naufeous ;  but  d^t^^rQUS.  Fire*  %% 
good ,  but  if  put  in  our  ];>ofonis ,  not;  ^qn^ 
burns  0^^  cjjwbs  te  ^fle j^ , ;  A«l  ^9 Ailr 
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itian  wifdom  dit:e6ts  the  right  application 
of  thefe  and  the  like ,  fo  thefupreme  an<t 
ckvine  orders  events  according  to  the  difr 
ITdfitidnofthepetfoncancertfd;  heJknops 
pur^frdme;  Pfal.  103.  14.  and  diftcrns 
%hat  <>pef atibn  f^icK  or  foch  things  W*U 
IfiaiVe  upon^iis ,  While  we  Who^now  neither 
dutfelYestiorthem,  can  make  butrando0l 
guefles,  aiid  worfe  choices.  Andfurehe 
that  do's  hut  %hus  in  the  general  acknow*- 
}edg<j6ds|>r€mdence ,  goodnefs  and  mfk 
dom  (which  he  is  no  Cliridiari  ^hbdo's 
not)  has  sifufScitnt  amulet againft  all  his 
li^icitudes  V  mii th  more  his  repinings.  He 
cannot*  tliihk  tie  fu0ibrst|jiw  to  him 
Who  fcc$  all  things.  He' cahttot  think  hi$ 
ftifFcrings  are  delign'd  for  jlttohim',  be^ 
eauie  they  ate  difpos'd  by  hiin  who  intends 
arid^p^r6j6ds:hi!S  good.  Nor  dan  he  feat' 
f!hfi^(e  inte^ions  can  mifcarry ,  which  are 
guided  by  anihfinit  and  unerring  wifdoni , 
audi  backt  by  an  uncontrolable  power^ 
Ahd  fure  this  is  as  tlieApoftlefpeaks;Hek 
f.  18:  JfroHg  cenfilatian ,  if  we  Would  buc 
dutely  apply  it 

-''  3 ;  Y  B  T  1)e<iaufe  general  notions  do  ofv 
ten  make  but  light  impreflions  >on  us. 
If 'Iftay  not  be  amifs  to  make  a  little 
i^i^^^tkfb^iom ,  and  to  bbfervehow  ap^ 
^^^^"  ,!>'.'  pU- 
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plitable  ^ey  ixc  to  the  forer^  Muidst  of , 
our  dif coArenrs.  Now  thofe  may:  be ,  ret 
duced  CO  wo :  for  either  we  ar$  trouble 
at  the^ant  of  fomthiing  we  defire ,  ortit 
thfe  fuffering  of  Ibmthing  we  wojuld  t» 
Ycrr ;  fo  that  the  two  notions  »of  {>rtyar* 
m^  and  pofitive ,  divide  between  chcfli 
all  our  affli£lio2i; 

4.  The  firft  df  thefe  i^ufually  the  moft 
eomprebeiifiye^for  there  are  few  who  have 
not  more  torment  from  the  apprehenfioa 
of  fomwhat  they  want ,  then  from  the 
fmart  of  any  thins  they  feeL  .  And  in^ 
deed  whilft  our  d^Sres  are  fo  vagrant  an^d 
exorbitant ,  they  will  be^  fure  to  futni& 
matter  enoygh  for  our  difcontents.  But 
certainly  there  13  not  in  the  world  fuch 
jk  charm  for  them  i  as  ^e  cQpfideratioii 
that  God  is  mote  wile  to  difcern ,  and 
more  careful  to  provide  what  is  really 
gbpd  for  us  then  we  our  felvcs*  Wepotxt 
purblind  creatures  look  only  on  the  fuc* 
lace  of  things ,  and  if  we  fee  a  beautiful 
{Appearance  4dm what  that  invites  our  feti- 
fes ,  we  court  it  with  the  utmoft  earned* 
iiefs;  butGod  pedetratcsi  deeper,  he  fees  to 
the  bottom  both  of  us  and  thofe  things  we 
deiire ,  and  finds  often  that  tho  they  niay 
pieafe  ouif  appetite »  they  will  hurtodr 
/  Q^x  health: 
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iiealch':  and  \\4ir  no  more  givS  theni  to 
iJS,  tliena  careful  father  will  tfft  his  child 
thofe  gilded  tM:)irons  he  cries  for.     Per- 
haps this  miin  is  taken  with  the  enchanting 
fflufie  of  fame ,  likes  not  his  own  obfcure 
•ftation ,  but  would  fain  prefent  himfelf 
upon  a  nio]?e  public  Theater ,  come  into 
the  eie  arid  croud  of  the  world  ;*but  how 
little  do's  he  know  how  he  lh|ill  aft  his 
part  there :  whether  he  Ihalt  cdnie  ciffwith 
a  plaudite  or  a  hifs  ?  He  may  render  bim- 
ielf  but  the  niore  public  fpedtacle  of  fcorn ; 
-or if  he  do  not  thtit,  he  may  by  abetter 
fucccfs  feed  iip  his  vain  glory  to  fuch  a 
bulk,  as  may  render  him  too  great  weight 
ior  that  tottering  pinnacle  whereon  he 
ifcands  :  and'ib  after  he  has  made  a^tow- 
riiig- circle,  hfe  may  fall  back  with  more 
ignominy  to  hiis  firft  point. '  Another  it 
may  be  no  lefs  eagerly  defires  wealth » 
thinks  (asonce  Cn^y^  did)  that  he  that 
abounds  in  trefurt  cannot  be  epfvty  of  fe- 
licity; but  alas  how  knows  he  Iww  he  (hall 
employ  it?  There  ^re  two  contrary  temta- 
tions  that  attend  riches;  riots ^ and  co- 
vetoufnefs ;  and  he  is  fure  a  little  too  conF- 
fident,  that  dares  promife  himfelf  that 
.when  there  is  fuch  odds  againft  him ,  he 
ihall  certainly  chufe  the  oncjuft  mean  : 

and 
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andb  if  he  do  hot ,  he  do's  only  inflahie  his 
account  at  the  gteat  Audit.  -  Beiide  the 
more  wealth  he  has ,  thefairec  booty  he 
is  to  the  avarice  of  others ;  and  it  has  bin 
ofteiifeen ,  that  many  a  man  had  not  di- 
edfopoor,  ifhe  had  lived  lefs  rich.  Ano- 
ther perhaps  thiiiks  not  himfelf  fo  niuch 
to  wabt  wealth  as  children  to  heir  it, 
and  complains  te;/^^  Abraham ,  Lord  what 
wilt  thmgive  me  feeing  I  go  childkfs  ?  Gen. 
15'.  X.  yet  how  knows  he  whether  that 
child  he  io  much  d^iixtsJhaUbeawife  man 
or  a.  fool,  Eccle.  x.  19-  a  comfort  or  a  ve- 
ma^ion  to  himfelf  if  he  live  to  fee  his  proof? 
and  if  he  do  m)t,  he  do's  but  projeft  for 
anaccefsto  his  dying  icares  in  what  hands 
to  leave  him .  Rachel  foUicited  this  fatis* 
fadHdn  with  the  greateft  impatience^ixa^ 
me,chAliren  or  I  die ,  Gen.  30,1.  and  'tis  ob- 
fefvablc  that  the  gtantof her  wi£h  proved 
the  lo/s^  of  her  life.  v 

f .  Thus  in  thefe  and  innumerable  o- 
ther  InAances  we  drive  on  blindfold ,  and 
very  ofttnimpetuouHypiurfuetliat  which 
would  ruin  us  r"  and  were  God  as  fhort- 
fighted  as  we ,  into  what  precipices  ihould 
we  minutely  hurry  our  felvcs  ?  or  were 
he  fo  unkind  as  to  confider  our  impor- 
tunity more  then  our  intcreft^  we'lhould 

quick- 
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i}ttickly  iiiik  under  thfc  weight  ef  our  owi! 
wifhes;  and  txsjuruenal'in his ttnthSztyt 
excellently  obferves,  pcttifllby  thefucces^ 
and  grant  of  our  Praiers.  t  fuppofe  there 
is  no  man  that  foberly  recolleAs  the  e^^ 
vents  of  his  life ,  but  ean  experimentally 
fay,  he  has  fomdmes  defired  things  V^icn 
would  have  bin  to  his  fflifchief  if  he  had 
had  theni ,  and  that  himfelf  has  after  lookt 
oh  the  denial  as  a  mercy :  as  on  the  o^ 
rher  fide  when  he  lias  profper'd  in  his  aims^ 
and  had  what  his  foul  lulled  after ,  it  has 
bin  but  like  the  quailes  to  the  IJraelkes , 
a  convidion  and  puniihment ,  rather  then 
a  fatisfadidn*  And  naw  furely  God  may 
tompldin  of  us  as  he  did  df  IJraelj.Htmi 
long  will  it^be  ere  ym  believe  me  ?  Num* 
14.11.  After  all  the  attefiations  he  has 
given  of  his  care  and  Providence  over  us  i 
after  all  the  experiments  we  have  had  of 
the  folly  of  our  own  eleftiohs ,  we  can- 
not yet  be  bfought  either  to  diftruft  ou^ 
felves,  or  rely  upon  him.  ♦We  will  ftill 
be  chufing ,  and  look  on  him  as  no  farther 
concern' dE,  then  as  the  executioner  of  our 
defigrts, 

6.  T  H  i  s  is  certainly  a  ftrange  pervetfc- 
nefs ,  and  fuch  ^s  no  fenfible  man  would 
be  guilty  of  Mi  any  other  inftance.  In  all 
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our  fecolar  afiaires  we  truft  thofe  whdm 
^Sat|i  we  have  caufpto  thi^k  utid^rdaQd  theiq 
ifuccfi  better  then  our  felves ,  and  rely  upon  men 
"e  thcK  W  their  own  faculty.  We  p^tour  qftates 
\jje  (  f  n  the  Lawyers  hand ,  our  bodiesittto  th$ 
]Rhyficians ,  andfubmitto  their  advice  tho 
ft  ba  againft  our  humor ,  merely  becaule 
hcbf  ive  account  them  more  competent  judges^ 
jlixif  Yet  this  deference  we  cannot  be  pcrfwa^ 
jjjg  J  ded  to  pay  to  God ,  but  will  ftjll  be  pre- 
jijjj  fcribifig  to  him ,  and  are  verv  angry  it  his 
1^1,1  difpeo^tions  do  not  exa^ly  aSwef  our 
'^^  fand^  And  can  we  ofier  him  a  greater 
^jflj  affirone  then  thus  to  diftrift  |iim  ?  What 
jdiDf  ^  ^^  ^^^  interpretatively  to  deny  .eif hw 
^  faisw^ifdom.,  or  his  goodncfs  »  i^r  bMh.l 
'^Q]t  andfo  dx^rogate  from  him  in  two  of  hia 
jj^jij  eiTcfftiar attributes.  For  there  can Jb<  nQ 
^^jtf  rational  account  given  by  any  who  b<^ 

ftadfi  I'^^^f b^fe  y  why  they  ihould  nat  f eirtil 

^  ^  their  whole  concerns  to  him.    So  tba( 

\^  theihort  account  15  9  tliatinoiurdiftriifU 

II 1^  we  either  deny  him  to  be  God ,  oir  owi 

■afil*  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^  "'^^'^  ♦  ''^y  te/Ifting.  the  moft 
Qi$  ^^^^nc  dilates  of  that  reafon  which  di* 
ftinguiflies  us  from  brutes.  For  certainly 
there; is  not  in  human  difcourfe  v  more 
irrefragable  Maxim ,  then  that  W9  ought 
5  ^P^  ^^^  w^  ^^^  *^Q  refig^i.our  jfelves 
o<   '•'  .to 
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to  him ,  who  we  are  infallibly  furc ,  can; 
and  will  chufe  beccec  for  us  then  we  for 
ourfclves. 

7.  Tft  t's  was  fo  apparent  by  mece;tiaf 
tural  light ,  that  Socrates  adrifed  mdQ  to 

{)ray  only  for  bleffings  in  general,  and 
eave  the  particular  J^ind  of  them  to  .Gods 
elediob,  who  beft  knows  what  is  good 
for  us.  -And  fure  this  is  fuch  a  piece -of 
divinity s  as  extremely  reproches  us  Chri;» 
fiians  ,;who  cannot  match. a  Heathen  iik 
his*  impticit  faith  t:o  God.  Nay  indeed 
'tis  the  viteft  defamation  upohGodhimr 
felf,- that  We  who  pretend  to  know  him 
more',  ^ould  truft  him  lefs.  So  that  w6 
fee  ou^  repinings  do  not  terminate  mthe^it 
own;  projWr iguilt ,  but  do  in  their  co^i^ 
queneesfweii higher ,  andour difcontents 
propa^ate.themlelyies  into  BlafpKemy JxDtr 
while  we  Ihipatientty  complain  of  ovr 
Wants:;"  we  do  tacitly  tax  God  to.  want  ei- 
ther fli4t  w^Idom  ,  power, :or love,  where* 
by  he  fhould  fupply  us.  And  fure  he  muft 
be  very  Aiheifti cat  to  whom  this  will  not 
give  a  competent  prejudice  againA  thid 
fin-    ♦■'^- '^  ••'   •  \     '  ' 

8.  An3>  this  vcry:;confideration  will 
equally  ptejudg  the  other  branch  of  .ouc 
difcoJiteiMs ,  I  mean  thole  which  repine 
^  «  at 
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at  the  ills  we  fuffer.    And  not  only  our 

imvati^e ,  but  our  pofitive  afflidions  may 
>yit  have  their  bitterncfs  taken  off :  for 
the  iamegoodnefs  and  wifdom  which  An- 
nies thofc  things  we  like^,  becaufe  they 
are  hurtful  for  us,  do's  upon  the  very  fame 
reafon  give  us  thofe  diftaftful  things 
which  he  fees  profit jible.  AwifePhyfi- 
cian  do's  not  only  diet ,  but  if  occauoo 
be ,  purge  his  Patient  alfo.  And  furely 
there  is  not  fuch  a  purifier ,  fuch  a  deanfer 
of  the  foul  as  are  afili^ons ,  if  we  do  not 
(like  diforderly  Patients)  frudrate  thcir 
ejflicacy  by  the  irregular  managery  of  our 
fel ves  under  them. 
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Of  th^  advantage  ofyiffiiBiom. 


i.  T  T  Were  the  work  of  a  volume  to  give 
jLskn  exaft  and  minute  account  ot  the 
benefit  of  Afflidions.  I  ihall  only  poiiit 
atfphife  of  the  more  general  and  obvious. 
Ahdl  iSrft ,  it  is  one  otthe  moft  awakening 
ealls  to  repentance ;  and  to  this  tnd  it  is 
that  God  mpft  ufuaily  defigns  it.  We  fee 
the  whole  fcene  of  it,Hof  j.i  ^.Iwlltgo  and 
return  to  myplace^tillthey  acknowledg  their 
offence ,  and  fee k  my  face :  in  their  affii^ion 
they  willfeek  me  early  :  and  in  the  very 
^next  verfe  we  find  this  voice  of  God  e- 
chofei^  forth  by  a  penitential  note ,  Come , 
and  let  us  return  unto  the  Lord ,  for  he  hath 
tern ,  and  he  will  heal  us  ;  he  hathjmitten , 
and  he  wiU bind  us  tip.  Thus  we  find  the 
Brethren  oijofeph ,  tho  there  had  a  long 
interval  pafied  betwixt  their  barbarous  u- 
fage  of  him,and  hi&  feigned  rigor  to  them , 
yet  when  they  fawthemfelves  diftreftby 
the  one,  then  they  begin  to  recoiled  the 

-  other. 
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Other  fay  tug »  fFe  are  veriP^ guilty  concern- 
ing  our  brother^  Gen.  4^^311.  Prjojfper^ty 
is  an  iotoxicatirig  thing ,  and  there  are  few 
brains  ftrong  enough  to  bear  it ;  it  laic? 
Vi%  afleep ,  and  amufes  us  with  Djieafatu: 
dreams ,  whil'd  in  the  mean  time  ii^^^w ri- 
fles our  trefures ,  and  fpoiU  us ,.  by^hexle- 
ceitful  charms  of  fin,  of  our  innocency 
and  re^  happinefs.   And  can  there  be  ^ 
mare  friendly  oSict  do^^  for  ^  nian  in  this 
condition,  then  torpu^him,  and  bring 
faim  to  appnsh^nd  the^cilgQs  that  are  Igi^ 
againft  him  ?  And  tbip  i6  the  errand  on 
which  ^fSidtons  are  feat :  fo  that  we  hay^ 
reafontolook  onth^nasour  friends  arid 
confederates  that  intend  onrrefcue,  axvl 
to  take  die  alarm  they  giy^  us »  find  d^j- 
gcntly  fediL  out  thofe  iatieftioe  eneoji^  ^f 
vV'hich  they  warn  us.    And  he  that  ioftcaa 
of  this  ,  quarrels  at  their  interpQfing , 
thinks  tliem  his  enemies  becaufi  thejfeMhi^ 
ihefrfOj?^  Gil  4. 16.  doies  mife  rably  per- 
vert the  tmnfilefGod^igainfi  himfeif^  Ljik. 
7. 3  o.  andihay  atlaft  v^erify  Ws  ^c^nii?^- 
loufi^ ,  and  by  fo  protoking  m  va%i9i^- 
tude  y  comrert thofe  into  the  w^uiids  pjT^ 
^cnemy,  wto  cb  were  owgilMlSy  flWP^fW:^^^ 
t&ecorwf^ioflSiof  aFa^W.r  ,    ; 
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x.  Akd  as  afflidions  dothusingene- 
rd  adnianifli  us  of  fins ,  fo  it  pleafes  God 
moft  frequently  fo  to  model  and  frame 
them,  that  they  bear  tht  very  image  and 
imprefs  of  thofe  particular  gu^lti  tlky  are 
to  chaftife ,  and  are  the  dark  ihadovvs  that 
attend  our  gay  delights,  or  flagrant  in- 
folencies.  The  Wile  Man  obferves,  that 
the  turning  the  Egyptian  Waters  into 
Biood ,  was  a  manifeft  reproof  of  that  cru- 
el commandment  for  tne  murdering  of 
the  Hebrew  Infants,  Wi/d.  11.  y .  And 
furely  we  might  iirt'  moflr ,  if  not  all  our 
fuflferings ,  fee  fome  foch  correfponding 
circumftances ,  as  may  lead  us  to  the  im- 
mediate provoking  caufe  of  it.  God  who 
does  all  things  in  number ,  weight ,  and 
mefure ,  does  in  puniihments  alio  obfenre 
a  fymmetry  and  proportion ,  and  adapts 
them  not  only  to  the  heinoufnefs ,  ont 
even  the  very  fpecific  kind  of  our  crimes. 
The  only  fixt  immutable  rule  he  has  given 
for  his  Vice-gcrents  pn  earth  to  puniih 

'  fey ,  is  that  in  the  fcafc  of  murder ,  which  is 
we  fee  grounded  on  this  rule  of  propor- 

'  tion ,  He  thatjheddeth  mans  bhod  ^  by'man 

HhaU  his  bhod  bejhed^  Gen.  9,  6.  And 
i^o  he  have  now  f  eibinded  the  inferior 
retaliations  of  the  eie  for  the-  eie ,  the  tooth 

* ''-    -  -  for 
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far  the  tooth ,  £xod.  %i^t^{  prdbajMy  for 
the  hardoefs  of  our  hearts ,  betiauie  he 
faw  our  revengeful  natures  would  betoo 
much  pkafed  with  it )  yet  he  has  not  pre- 
cluded himfelf  from  ading  by  thofe  me- 
fures ,  but  we  fee  it  do's  very  often  fignally 
make  men  feel  the  fmart  of  thofe  violen- 
cies  or  injuftice  they  have  ufed  to  others. 
Of  this  the  Sacred  ftory  affords  feveral 
examples  (  as  y^i^lMii^esM,  Jud.i.6.  and^- 
bab^  I  King.  xi.  19.)  and  profane  many 
more ,  and  clady  >  experience  and  obferva- 
tion  moil  of  all..  And  tho  this  method  of 
retaliation  is  not  aiwaies  fo  evident  and 
apparent  to  the  World,  becauie  mens  fins 
are  not  aiwaies  fp »  yet  I  believe  if  men 
would  duely  recoUetB: ,  it  would  be  for  the 
nioH.  part  difcernable  to  their  own  con- 
fciences ,  ^  and  they  would  apparently  iee » 
that  their  Calamities  did  but  trace  the 
footfteps  of  their  fins. 

3.  N  o  w;  if  we  rightly  weigh  this ,  we 
cannot  but  think  it  a  ver/  ac^antaeeous 
circumftance.  We  are  naturally  olind 
when  we  look  inward ,  and  if  we  have  not 
fome  adventitious  light  to  clear  the  ob- 
jeA ,  wil  be  veiy  apt  to  overlook  it  There- 
fore (ince  the  end  of  all  our  affli  Aions  is 
our  repentance  9.  it  is  a  wife  and  gradoos 

difpofal 
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poM  \  that;  they 40  tjms  point  to  uti^  thafe 

particidar  fins  of  which  ^^  arc  toirepent. 

The  body  4E>f  fin  will  not  be  deftiroied  ip 

the  whole  entire  bulk  ^  but  muCl;  be  drif- 

membt^d.puU'd  ix>pificeslimb  by  limb:He 

that  attaqxies  it  otherwiie^  will  be  like  Ser- 

*  f ^/Ws- foldier ,  whoineffe<ftivelytugg'd 

at  tkit  fferies  tail  to  get  it  off  at  once, 

when  he  thatpulWlthair  by  hair  quickly 

didit/  Therefore  as  ft^a^reatpaet  of  out 

Ipirituial  Wildom  to  know  in  what  efpe- 

cial  parts  the  Sam/^fi»likt  flrengtKc^  our 

cor^ptiOns  lie ,  l(iit4saigreatk%2nceaf 

Gpds  cifee  of  us ;  thu$  hfyhi%  correiSkdns  to 

^ikij^kfkyind  inllru<5fc  us  in  it. 

*'    4.  Ik  all  oih:  A^idlbiis  therefore k is 

^r .concern ,  nicety ahdr cridcaEy toob- 

iervd-rtrtm.-   I  menn  ^lot  iso  enhanoet!>ta: 

muriiyiH^  aad  otMnplaiti^ ,  but  tpiearo  by 

them-wfiatis  God$  |)eculiar  ccmtroverfy 

againft  us.    This  is  indeed  £0 heartAer&d , 

'kmd^^h^hatha^Qifatdit,  Mic.6-9,   Let 

4wm  liieftefofe  that?  fttffers  in  ariy  oaf  bis 

-<50»ccitnS',  examine  whither  be lavenbc 

^hte  <j€>fr«fpond4ng  guite'whidli  awfwtrs 

*Fe  tha8'is4'ftipovetiftqdi(niHsella«c^i^ 
^im^^<^^^^  acquired  it:, 

f#hcfj|;^yi<i]^  ^ete  not  ii»&dusig<|^fraiijd 

/  -:.'•.  ijp  .  ^         .  or 


or  injuftice,  which  like  a  cancmus  hu*- 
mdr^  :mixt  in  its  very  ekmencsa^dcoiir 
ilitution  ^  and  eat.^vt  its  bowels :  or  whe- 
ther feme  faailegious  prize ,;  f^me  coal 
from  the  altar  have  not  fired  hi^  nei\; .  Qr 
if  nothing  can  hi^  changed  upoQ  the  ao- 
queily  let  himconfidei-.how  he  hasufed 
it ;  whether  he.  hay^  not  madeit  the  fuel 
of  his  lufts ,  in  riot  and  exceiles »  or  th^ 
obje A  of  his  adoracion  in  an  inordinate 
value  of  it.  In  like  manner,  h^  who  is 
afHi Aed  in  his  body,,  groinis  under  the  t;orr 
meiit of  fome  grieVoUs  diftafe ,  may  very 
feafonably  interrogate  hirtifelf,  whether  ic 
have  not  bin  contiraft  td  by  his  vice ,  \yhe- 
ther  his  bones  be  not  ( ina  more  literal  fenfc 
then  y^A  meant  it)  fifll  $fthejms  of  his 
youth  y.  Job  2o.  ii.  and  his  furfetui^  and 
drunkennefs  be  not  the  caufe,  th^t  hujiid^ 
as  the  Pfalmiil  fpeaks »  abhors  all  manner 
of  meat ,  and  if,  even,  bardap  deaths  door  ^ 
Pfalnt  1G7. 1 8^  or  at  leaft  whetlier  the  not 
employingliis  health  gnd  ibrengdi  tothoie 
purpotes  for  which  'twas  given ,  fim^i  the 
rcafori  of  its  being  withdrawn,  Hq  alfo 
that  is  invaded  ill  hisrr^^wcation «  that  lies 
under  fome  great  iJi^itiy ,  is  to  coail^er 
whether  it  be  not  defer  ved;  whether,  fome 
part ,  if  not  the  whole  guilt  of  which )» 

IS 
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is  accufcd ,  flick  not  to  him :  or  jf  he  be 
clear  in  that  particular  inftance »  whether 
fome  conceje4  fin  of  his  would  not  if  it 
were  known ,  incur  as  great  fcandal :  for 
in  ^hat  cafe  he  has  in  right  forfeited  his 
reputation ,  and  God  may  make  the  fei- 
zure  as  well  by  an  unjuft,  as  a  juftaccui^ 
fation.    Or  if  his  heart  acculb  him  not 
here,  yet  let  him  farther  refled,  whether 
his  yain-glorious  purfuits  of  prai^  and 
high  conceits  of  himfelf ,  have  not  made 
this  an  apt  and  neceflaty  Humiliation 
for  him.  Orlaftly ,  let  him  recoiled  how 
lie  ha$  behaved  himfeif  towards  others  in 
this  kind:  whether  he  have  had  ajuftten- 
derjiefs  of  his  nei&hbots  fame,  or  have 
not  rather  expofelandproftituted  it.    In 
chefe  and  many  other  inftances  fuch  a 
particular  fcrutiny ,  would  ( in  all  proba- 
bility )  difcovcr  the  affinity  and  cogna- 
cioA  between  our  guilts  and  our  punifh* 
ments ,  and  by  marking  out  the  Spring 
and  Fountain-dead ,  dired  us  how  to  flop 
or  divert  the  Current.    And  he  that 
would  diligently  employ  himfeif  in  this 
Inquifitioti ,  would  find  little  leifure,  and 
lefs  caufe  to  condole  his  Affli>flions ,  but 
would  divert  all  his  complaints  upon  him- 
ieif,  accepoftbej^nyhmentrfhisiniqui^ 


Mkh 
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ty , ,  and  thank  the  Lord  for  thuf  giving  him 

5.  A  'iecond  benefit  wklch  God  d^t 
iigns  us  iti  pur  Afltii^idns «  is  the  wieaniog 
tts  from  the  World  ^  to  difentangle  us  from 
its  letters  ^nd  charms^and  draw  us  to  Him^ 
fclf.  Wc  read  in  the  ftory  of  the  2)^? 
lugi ,  that  io  long  as  tlie  Earth  was  covesr 
eo  with  Waters ,  the  YctyJtaven  was  con- 
tented to  take  ihelter  in  the  Ark  ^  -  but 
V^hen  all  was  fair  and  dry.,  even  theSD^tf 
finally  foribpk it.  Gen.  8.  iz.  And  'tis 
much  fb  with  us :  the  worft  of  men  will 
coinmonly  in  diftrefles  have  i:ecourfe  to 
God  (^thc  very  Heathen  Mariners  in  a 
{JLorm  could  rebuke  ^^»ah  for  not  call(iiig 
Uponhis  Gpd,7w.i.6.)  when  yet  the  verv 
bcil  of  us,  are  apt  to  fdrget  hiihamidft 
the  blandiihments  and  infmuations  of 
profperity.  The  kind  afpefts  of  tha 
World  are  yery  enchanting,-  apt  toih* 
veigle  and  befot  us ;  and  theretbre  it  is 
Gods  carjcoverus,  toletusfomtiinesfee 
her  more  averting  counteuancie  in  he^ 
frowns  and  ftorms;^  that»  as  Children 
jfrighted  by  fome  ugly  ^pearance ,  we 
liiay  run  Into  the  arms  dfour  Father.  A- 
las ,  were  all  things  exa^ly  fitted  to  ouc 

humors  here,  when  ihould  we  think  of ^a 

&  temovet 
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Jfcnfiovc?  ini  hacl  iiot  Death  fome  har- 
bingers to^  prepare  us  for  him ^  'what  a 
fUi^prifing  jgtHitt' would  he  be'i^  Tis 
fttftitd  ovAntigoHui^  that  feeitt^  i  Soldier 
\n  \\\sh  Camp  of  fo  dating  4  courage ,  that 
bt  aiwiies  courted  the  moft  ha^ardou^'at^ 
temt^i  and  Obfcrring  him.alfoof  a  very 
mfiim  fickly  habit/  he  took  ft pitticula^ 
cfife  yf  him  ,;iiridby  Medicines  and  good' 
attendance  recovered  him  ;\  \^hich  1x0 
fi>oher  he  had;dbn!,  but  thft  man  grew 
ftibrfe  cautioi^s ,'  and; would  noibngerex-^ 
jKiie/liimfelf  as  formerly ;  iirid  gaV6  this 
ffcai^h  for  it ,  that  how  he  wis  healthy  his 
fiffe.was  of  fome  viaiucto  hint ;  arid  hot  to 
fee  hoarded  at  that  fame  rat?: ,  is  when  it 
^as  only  a  butderi ;""  and  ihotild;)s6d  ci^rei. 
iii  out  cbmplaifit^  /^tehder  u^^^fefllly  ar 
*iifc,VI  fear  too  many  of  us'wbuWWof 
fhe  Sdldiers  mind,  thiiik  our  lives  t6o 
g6bfl*tb  refigri' to  Kim ,  much  more  to  ha- 
ikrd  for  him ,  as  our  Chriftianity  ilti  many 
feiesbbiiges  ui^  -  Yltefoii  of  S)irdvh' oh^ttl 
vesp,  \ioyN  dreadful ieath  is  to  km^^ 
at  reft  m-hh^ojfejffims^.that  hath  abundance 
Sf  nil  things ,  aftd  hath  nothingibtfek  hmi 
nay  fie  defcends  much  lower ,  and  puts  in: 
hinl  t^^(^  is  yet  able  to  receive  meat,  Ecclus. 
i4ii.    The  truth  is,  we  do  fo  paiBdhate- 
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ly  dote  uponche  world ,  that  like  bejrotte4 
plovers ,  we  can  bear  a  great  deal  of  jjl  itr 
iage,  before  we  quit  our  purfuit.  AnyUtr 
tie  flight  favor  atones  us  after  mulcipl4g4 
afironts,  and  we  muftbe  difcipline4  .^.jT 
repeted  difappQintmentS}iere  we  can  with- 
draw our  confidence.  But  how  fatally 
fccurq  mould  we  he  ^  if  Ood  ftiould  per- 
mit {his  Siren  alwaies  to  entertain  us  with 
her  mufic  ,  and  ihould;  not  by  fomcdif- 
cordant  grating  notes ,  int^rrppt  onr  ra^ 
^tures ,  and  reeall  us  tp  fp^erthpudits  \ 

(J.  I N D EE t>.  *tis  one  of  the  higheft i«T 
ftances  of  Go4s  love ,  and  9f  his  cle/|ieflH 
cy  alfo,  thus  to  prqjed  our  reducempat; 
We  were  all  in  our  fiapci&d  affia;i<;ed  to 
him ,  with  a  particular  abtenunciatipn  i^C 
the  world ,  fo  that  we  <;2^not  without  th$( 
greatcft  difloialty  caft  our  felves  intoirf 
embraces  ;  and  yet  wheA  we  have  thus 
broken  the  covenant  of  our  God ,  Prov .  %  •.  1 7, 
he  does  not  purfue  us  with  a  jealous  i^age.^ 
with  the  feverity  vvl)ich  anabufedriyar4 
kindnefs  would  fugged ;  doth  not giveug 
a  bill  of  divorce  ana  difclame  his  relation ; 
but  contrives  how  he  may  reclame^  and 
bring  us  back  to  himfelf,  The  tranfceri-. 
dency  of  this  iemty  God  excellently  ^t^ 
fcribes  by  the  Prophet  in  thCi^afe  qiJfr^i 


<l     ■ 
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They  fay  ^  ifaman^ut  away  his  wife  ^  and 
jfhe  became  amther  mansi  Jhall  he  return 
untd  her  againl  but  thm  haji  flaied  the 
har/ot  wifhpuiny  lovers ,  yet  return  unt$  me 
faith  the  Lord ,  Jcr.  3.1.  And  this ,  ^0 
a  great  height  of  Indulgence ,  is  no  nioirc? 
then  he  daily  repetes  to  us.  After  we 
have  bafely  adulterated  with  the  World , 
converted  our  aife<ftions  from  Gddtoit , 
he  do's  not  give  us  over .  abandon  us  to 
our  leud  eourfe ,  and  <:onfequent  ruin ; 
bat  dill  invitips  our  return  r  s^hd  leltthat 
"may  not  ferve ,  he  does  with  ji  great  deal 
of  Holy  artifice  eflay  to  break  that  accur- 
fedLeague  into  which  we  are  enter  d,pulls 
of  the  diiguife  in  which  the  wojldcourtr 
ed  us ,  and  makes  us  fee  it  as  it  is  in  it  felf , 
a  fcent  of  vanity  and  vexation  ^fJP^^^  • 
Eccles.  1. 14.     \ 

6.  A  N  D  as  he  docs  this  in  general ,  fq 
alfo  with  a  particular  application  to  thofe 
temporal  fatisfadiohs  whercwit;h  we  were 
moil  tranfported.  The  things  to  which  wc; 
are  more  indifferent  do  not  fb  much  en-r 
danger  us  $  'tis  thofe  upon  which  w^  have 
more  vehemently  fet  our  hearts ,  which 
become  our  fnares ,  and  awake  his  jealou* 
{y ;  and  accordingly  we  frequently  fee  that 
'«s  iQ  thofe  he  chuies  to  crofsus.    How 
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often  does  it  happen  that  thofe  wichare 
enamored  of  themfelves ,  dote  upon  their 
own  Features ,  do  meet  with  feme  difcalc 
or  accident  which  blait$  their  B^ayty ,  wi^ 
rhers  that  fair  Flower ,  and  m^kes  their 
Winter  overtake  their  Spring?  So  in  our 
Friends  and  Relations  'tis  ufually  feen , 
we  fooneft  loofc  thofe  for  whom  wc 
have  the  gres^teft,  the  moft  immoderate 
paffion.  If  there  |?e  one  fondling  a- 
inong  our  Children ,  'tis  odds  but  that  is 
taken  away ,  or  make  as  much  the  obje A 
of  out  grief  and  forrow ,  as  ever  it  was  of 
our  joy  and  love.  When  God  it^s  our 
hearts  fo  excefllvely  cleave  to  any  tranfi- 
tory  thing ,  he  knows  'tis  neceflTary  to  fe- 
ver them ,  for  whil'ft  we  have  fuch  clogs 
upon  us ,  mr  fouls  will  cleave  to  theduji  ^ 
Pf^lm  11^.  I.  \friil  not  be  able  to  foar  up 
to  the  higher  Region  for  whic^i  they  are 
defignd.  ^ 

7.  I N  a  word ,  God  fo  loves  us ,  that  he 
removes  whatever  he  fees  will  obftruft 
that  intimate  union  which  he  deiires  with 
US;  aind  (ure.thisisfoobh'ging,  thaetho 
he  fhould  bid  us  to  our  lofs ,  tho  he  could 
not  recompence  us  for  what  he  takes  froni 
us ,  yet  we  muft  be  very  ill  natur'd  if  w^ 
can  be  angry  at  fo  much  kindnefs.    But 

when 
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when  to  this  is  added ,  that  ail  this  isprin- 
cipaliy ,  nay  folely  defign'd  for  piir  ad-  | 
vantage ,  that  God  takes  from  us  all  thefe 
emty  deliifory  contentments ,  merely  that 
he  may  inflate  us  in  folid  and  durable 
joies ;  we  betray  as  much  ignorance  of 
our  intereft ,  as  infenfibleneis  of  our  ob- 
ligation, if  we  repine  that  God  makes  us 
fo  much  his  care.  'Tistrue  indeed ,  the 
things  to  which  we  have  fo  inordinatly 
adhered,do  ftickfo  clofe,that  they  cannot 
be  puird  away  without  fpme  pain :  yet  for 
pur  corporal  fecurity  we  can  endiite  the 
'  fundring  of  parts  tliat  do  hot  only  cleave , 
but  grow  to  us.  He  tjiat  has  a  gangrend 
member ,  fiiffers  it  to  be  cut  ofTto  favc  his 
whole  body » and  do's  not  revile,  but  thank 
and  reward  the  Chirurgipn,  Yet  where 
our  fouls  are  concerned , '  and  vt^here  the 
things  have  no  nativ.e  iinion  with  us ,  but 
are  only  cemented  by  our  paffions ,  we  are 
Impatient  of  the  method,  and  think  God 
deals  very  hardly  with  us ,  not  to  let  us 
perifh  with  what  we  Ipye.  Thefumof  all 
is  this  ,;God ;  tho  he  be  abundantly  conde- 
{cending,  yp"t  he  will  neypi:  ftooplo  low  as 
to  Ihare  his  intereft  in  us  with  the  world : 
if  we  will  devote  ourielve?  to  it ,  'ti?  not 
all  par  emty  forms  pf  ^feryice  will  latisfy 

him 
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him ;  if  we  cannot  divorce  our  hearts  from 
it ,  he  will  divorce  himielf  eternally  from 
us.  Ahd  the  cafe  being  thus ,  we  ace  fure 
very  ill  advifed  if  we  do  not  contentedly 
refign  our  felves  to  his  methods  ^  &  cheer- 
fully endure  them  how  fliarp  foever.  The 
bftty  expedient  we  have  for  our  own  cafe , 
is  to  ihbtten  the  cure  by  giving  ourafli- 
ftance ,;  and  not  by'flruglings  to  render  it 
more  difficult  and  painful.  Let  us  entirely 
furrpncler  our  wills  to  him ,  and  when  wc 
have  doii  that,  wc  may  without  much  pain 
let  him,  take  any  thir^  elfe.  Butdie  more 
difficult  ^e  find  it  to  tc  difentangled  from 
the  WoJrki ,  the  greater  Ihould  our  caution 
be  agaihftallfuture-ens;agementst:6it.  If 
our  dca^  hathibiivas  tup  Apoftlefaies  ^Jb 
asJ^^Hy  Jude  x3.  with muchfmart and 
hazard ,  let  us  at  leaft  have  fo  much  wit,  as 
the' common  Ptovetb  allows  children,  and 
not  again  expofe.  our  felves :  let  us  never 
gliie  our.hiearts  to  any  external  thing ,  but 
let  all  the  concerns  of  the  World  hang 
loofe  about  us :  by  that  means  we  fliall  be 
able  to  put  them  ofrinTenfibly  when  evef 
God  <aUs  for  them ,  or  perhaps;  we lliall 
prevent  bis  calling  foj- them  at  all ,  it  be- 
ing for  the  mofl:  part  our  too  clofeadhe- 
iion  to  them  which  jproihts  him  to  it. 


•s 


^ 1 

t44        The  Art  of  Contentments 


8*  A  third  advantage  of  afHidions  is  ^ 
that  it  is  a  mark  and  hgnature  of  our  ad- 
option, a  wiCnefs  of  our  legitimatibn. 
Jr  hat  Jon  is  be  (f^th  the  Apoftle)wA^ 
the  Father  chajljfeth  not  Hut  if  ye  be  with- 
out  chajiifenien^,  whereof  all  are fartakers^ 
then  areye  baSiards  andnot  fonsMth.ix.j. 
8.  Jacob  clad  his  darling  Jofeph  in  a 
party- colouried  Coat ,  and  uodslavorites 
do  here  wear  a  Livery  inter-woven  with 
ii  mixture  of  dark  and  glooiiiy  colours ; 
their  long  white  robes  are  laid  up  for  them 
againft  tliey  cOnie  to  the  marriage  of  the 
Lamb  y  Rev.  19. 7.  Indeed  we  much  mis- 
take the  defign  of  Clififtianity  ,  if  we 
think  it  calls  us  to  a  condition  of  eafe  and 
fecurity.  It  might  fuit  well  enough  with 
the  Votaries  of  the  Golden  Calf,  to  Jit 
down  to  eat  and  drink ,  and  rife  up  to  play , 
Exod.  3x.  6.  but  the  Difciples  of  the  cru- 
cified Savior  are  trained  to  another  difci- 
pline ,  our  profeffion  enters  us  into  a  ftate 
of  warfare ,  and  accprdingly  Our  very  Ba- 
ptifmal  engagement  runs  all  in  tnilitary 
terms ,  and  we  are  not  only  Servants  of 
Chrifts  Family ,  but  Soldiers  of  hjs  Camp* 
Now  we  know  in  a ^War  men  muft  not 
expeft  to  pafs  their  time  iii  eafe  and  foft- 
ntk^  but  beddes  all  the  dangers  anddi^ 

ficulties 
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ficulties  of  the  combat ,  have  many  other 
iiardfliips  to  endure ;  hunger  and  thirfl:  ^ 
iieat  and  cold ,  hard  lodgings  and  weary 
marches :  and  he  that  is  too  nice  for  thofc , 
will  not  long  ftick  to  his  colours.     And 
it  is  the  fanie  in  our  fpiritual  warfare :  ma* 
ny  prefTures  and  futferings  are  annexed  to 
,  it ,  and  our  paffivc  valor  is  no  lefs  tried 
then  our  aftive.     in  tefpeft  of  this  it  is 
that  our  Savior  admoniihes  his  Profely  tes 
to  compute  firft  the  difficulties  incident 
^to  .thtir  profeifion ,  and  that  he  may  not 
cnfiiare  us  by  propofing  too  eafy  terms , 
ii0:bids  us  reckon  up  the  worft^    and 
tells,  us,  that  he  that  for  fakes  not  all  that  he 
hath  ^jhallnot  be  his  difciple  ^  Luke  1 4.  ^6. 
and  that  wemuji  thro  much  tribulation  enter 
jnio  the  kingdom  of  God  ^  Afts  1 4.  xi.     In- 
deed ,  'twere  very  abfurd  for  us  toexpe^ 
eaficr  conditions ,  When  thefe  are  the  ^mc 
to  which  our  .Leader  has  fubmitted.  The 
Captain  of  our  Shlvation'Was  perfected  by 
Jujferings  ^  Heb.  2.10*  and  if  it  J^ehooved 
ChriH  to  Juffer  before  he  enter' dintohis glo- 
ry ,  Luke  14. 46.  it  were  infolent  madnefe 
for  us  to  look  to  be  carried  thither  upon 
our  beds  of  Ivory ,   of  from  the  noiie  of* 
our  Harps  and  Viols ,  be  immediatly  rapt 
into  the  Choir  of  Angels. 

T  8.  tHtt 
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8.  This  has  bin  fo  much  confider'd 
by  pious  men ,  that  they  have  lookt  upon 
their  fecularprofperities  with  fear  andjca- 
loufy ,  and  many  nave  folemnly  petitioned 
for  crofles ,  as  thinking  them  the  neceflary 
atteftation  of  their  fon-ihip ,  and  means  of 
aflimuiation  to  their  elder  brother.  Why 
then  ihould  that  which  was  fo  deferable 
to  them,  appear  fo  formidable  to  us  ?  or 
why  ihould  we  fo  vehemently  deprecate , 
what  they  fo  earneftly  invited  ?  If  we  in- 
deed think  it  a  privilege  to  be  the  fons 
of  God,  and  fellow-heirs  with  Chrift,  why 
do  we  grudg  at  the  condition  ?  The  Ro- 
man Captain  tells  St.Taul,  that  he  ob- 
tained the  immunities  of  a  Roman  te;/V6i^ 
great  (km,  Afts  xx.iS.  and  Ihall  we  ex- 
peft  fo  much  a  nobler  and  more  advan- 
tageous adoption  perfeftly  gratis  ?  look 
that  God  fhould  change  his  whole  Oeco- 
nomy  for  our  eafe ,  give  us  an  Eternal  In- 
heritance ,  difcharged  of  thofe  Temporal 
Incumbrances  himfelf  has  annexed  to  it  ? 
This  were  fure  as  unjuft  a  h6pe,as  it  would 
be  a  vain  one.  When  ©^jiwa  had  that  en- 
fnared  propofal  made  him ,  of  being  the 
Kings  ion  in  Law ,  i  Sam.  18.  xi.  h9  fet 
fuch  a  value  upon  the  dignity ,  that  he  de- 
ipifed  the  difficulty  of  the  condition :  and 

furc 
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fure  we  muft  have  very  low abjcft fouls, 
if  when  fo  infinitly  a  higher  advancement 
is  finccrely  offer'd  us,  wc  canfufierany 
apprelienfion  of  hardihip  to  divert  us.  In  a 
word ,  let  us  remember  that  of  the  Apo- 
tdtyifweJuffer.wefhallalforeignwHhhim^ 
zTim.x.  i:^.  And  tho  our  afflidions  be 
inthemfelves  not  joiousbut  grievous  ,jyct 
when  they  are  confider'd  as  the  earneu  of 
our  future  inheritance ,  they  put  on  an- 
other face,  andi^ay  rather enamor then 
fright  us. 

9-  A  fourth  advantage  of  afHi^ions  is , 
that  they  excite  our  compaifions  towards 
others :  there  is  nothing  qualifies  us  fo 
rightly  to  eftimate  the  fu&ring  of  others , 
as  the  having  our  felves  felt  them:  with- 
out this  our  apprehenfions  of  them  are  as 
dull  and  confufed ,  as  a  blind  jman's  of  co- 
lours ,  or  a  deaf  man  of  founds.  They  that 
fir  etch  themfelves  upon  their  couches ,  that 
eat  the  lambs  out  of  the  flock ,  and  the  calves 
out  of  the  midft  of  the  flail:  thatchauntto 
the  found  of  the  viol.drinkwine  in  bowls  ^and 
anoint  themfelves  with  the  chief  pintments , 
will  not  much  be  grieved  with  the  afl[l$&ions 
ofjofeph^  Amos  6. 4.  Nay  fo  ncceflary  is 
our  experience  towards  our  commiferati^^ 
on ,  that  we  fee  'twas  thought  a  requifite 
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accompliihment  of  our  High  Prieft  ( that 
highert  example  of  unbounded  compaf- 
fion)  and  therefore  faith  the  Apoftle, 
It  behooved  him  in  all  things  to  he  made 
like  his  brethren.that  he  might  be  a  merciful 
and  faithful  high  Triefl  in  things  pertaining 
to  God  ^  to  make  reconciliation  for  the  fins 
of  the  people  /  for  in  that  he  himfelfhath 
fuffefd  being  temted ,  he  is  able  alfo  to 
fuccor  them  that  are  temted ,  Heb.  x. 1 7, 1 8, 
But  if  he  wJiofc  mere  fenfe  of  our  mife- 
ries  besought  him  down  to  us ,  chofe  this 
expedient  to  advance  his  pity ,  how  ne- 
ceflary  is  it  to  our  petrifiecl  bowels  ?  And 
fmce  God  has  affign'd  our  mercies  to  our 
Brethren ,  as  the  ftandard  by  which  he 
will  proportion  his  to  us ,  'tis  more  ours 

.  then  their  advantage  to  have  them  enlar- 
ged :  fo  that  when  by  making  us  taft  of 
their  cup ,  acquainting  us  with  the  bitter 
relifti  of  their  fufFerines ;  he  prepares  us 
to  a  Chriftian  fympathy  with  them ,  'tis 
but  a  remoter  way  of  obliging  and  quali- 
fying us  for  a  more  ample  portion  of  his 

'  mercy.  Nay  befides  the  profit ,  there  is 
honor  accrues  to  us  by  it.  Companion  is 
one  of  the  beft  properties  of  our  nature , 
and  we  iinman  our  felves  when  we  put  it 
ofFj.  nay  more ,  'tis  an  attribute  of  the  Di- 
-   •  *  vinity. 
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vinity ,  and  the  more  we  advance  in  it,  the 
clofer  approches  we  .make  to  him.  And 
therefore  we  have  all  reafon  to  blefs  him 
for  that  difcipline  by  which  he  promotes 
us  in  fo  excellent ,  fo  hcceflary  a  grace. 

10.  A  fifth  benefit  of  afflidion ,  is ,  that 
it  is  an  improvement  of  Devotion,  fcts 
us  with  more  heartinefs  to  our  Praiers. 
Whirft  Profperity  flows  in  upon  us ,  we 
bath  our  ftlves  in  its  ftreams,  but  are  very 
apt  to  forget  its  fource ;  fo  that  God  is 
fain  to  flop  the  curretlt  ^  leave  usdry  and 
parched ,  that  our  needs  may  make  us  do 
what  our  gratitude  would  not ,  trace  our 
bleilings  up  to  the  original  fpring ,   and 
both  acknowledg  and  invoke  him  as  the 
Author,  of  all  our  good.    This  eflfeft  of 
affli<^ions  is  obfervd  by  the  Prophet, 
Lord ,  in  trouble  have  they  vijited  thee ,  th^ 
poured  put  a  prater  when  thychaftning  was 
upon  them ,  Ifa.  x6. 1 6.  And  I  believe  I  may 
appeal  to  every  mans  experience ,  whe- 
ther his  Praiers  be  not  more  frequent  and 
more  hearty  too ,  when  he  is  under  Ibnxc 
diftrefs.  Then  how  importunate  are  we  in 
our  Petitions  ?  how  profufe  in  our  Vows 
and  Promifes?  faying  with  7/?^^^/,  deli- 
ver iis  only  we  pray  thee  this  day :  andthey . 

put  away  thefiran^Godsfrcmammg  them , 

and 
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nnd  firved  the  Lord  ^  JuAio.  if,  Icon- 
fcfs,  'tis  no  good  indication  of  our  temper, 
that  we  need  thus  to  be  put  in  the  prefs 
ere  we  will  yield  any  thing,  yet  fince  we 
are  fo  difingenuous ,  'tis  a  mercy  in  God  to 
adapt  his  methods  tous^  to  extort  when 
we  will  not  give ;  and  if  he  can  jiiave  no 
free-will-ofTerings;  yet  at  lead  to  exadhis 
tribute.  Nor  do*s  he  defignthe^fFe^lof 
this  fliottld  ceafe  with  the  calamity  that 
raifd  it ,  but  expe<B:s  our  compel!' d  ad- 
dredes  ihould  hnng  us  into  the  way  of 
voluntary  ones ,  and  happily  enfnare  us 
into  Piety.  And  indeed  herein  we  are 
worfe  then  brutiih  if  it  do  not.  We  think 
it  a  barbarous  rudcnefs  to  engage  a  man  in 
our  affairs ,  and  as  foon  as  we  have  ferved 
our  own  turns ,  never  take  farther  notice 
of  him.  Nay  indeed  the  very  beafts  may 
lefture  us  inthispieceof  Morality,  ma* 
iiy  of  them  paying  a  figtial  gratitude 
where  they  have  received  benents :  and 
ihall  we  not  come  up  at  lead  to  their 
pitch  1  ihall  not  the  endearment  of  our 
deliverance  bring  our  deliverer  into  fome 
repute  &  confideration  with  us ,  and  make 
us  defirie  to  keep  up  an  acquaintance  and 
eritercourfe  witn  him  ?  Yet  if  ingenuity 
work  not  with  us,  let  intereft  at  lead  pre- 
vail. 
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vail,  and  the  remembrance  how  foon 

we  may  need  him  again ,  admenifh  us  not 

to  make  our  felves  ftrangers  to  him.  God 

complains  oiljrael ,  Wherefore  fay  n^feo^ 

fk ,  we  are  Lords  ?  we  willcomeno  nwre  at 

thee,  Jer.  x.  3 1.  A  very  infolent  folly  to 

renounce  that  dependance  by  which  a« 

lone  they  fubfifted ,  and  no  lefs  will  it  be 

in  any  of  us  if  we  flop  our  recourfe  to  him 

becaufe  we  have  had  advantage  by  it*  We 

have  no  afliirance  that  the  fame  occafioa 

ihall  not  recur ,  but  with  what  face  can 

we  then  refume  that  entercoutfe  which 

in  the  interval  we  defpifed  ?  So  that  if 

we  have  but  any  ordinary  Providence 

we  fhall  ftill  fo  celebrate  paft  refcuesi,  as 

to   continue  in  a  capacity  of  begging 

mbre  '\  and  then  we  cannot  but  alfo  con^ 

fefs  the  benefit  of  thofe  fir  ft  calamities 

whibh  inlpirited  our  devotioii,and taught 

us  to  pray  in  earneft ,  and  will  be  afhamed 

that  our  Thanks  ftpuld  be  utter'd  in  a 

fainter  accent  then  our  Petitions ;  or  our 

daily  Spiritual  Concerns  ihould  be  more 

coldly  folicited  then  our  Temporal  ac*- 

cidental  ones. 

1 1 .  Nok  is  it  only  our  devotion  that  is 
thus  improved  by  our  diftreffes,  but  many 
other  Graces;  our  Faith,  our  Hope,  our 

Patience, 
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Patience ,  our  Chriftian  Sufferance  and 
Fortitude.  It  is  no  triumph  of  Faith  to 
trull  God  for  thofe  gooa  things  which 
he  gives  us  in  hand ,  this  is  rather  to  walk 
by  fenfe  then  Faith  ,  but  to  rely  on  him  in 
the  greateft  deflitution,  and againjihofe 
to  believe  in  hope ,  this  is  the  Faith  ot  a  true 
^hild  of  Abraham  *  and  will  be  imputed  to 
us  (  as  it  was  to  him  )  for  righteoujhefs , 
Rom.  4.  xj.  So  alfo  our  Patience  ows 
all  its  opportunities  of  exercife  to  our 
Afflidions ,  and  confequently  owes  alfo  a 
great  part  of  its  being  to  them  *  for  we 
know  defuetude  will  fofe  habits.  What 
imaginable  ufe  is  there  of  Pa^ierice , 
where  there  is  nothing  to  fuffer  ?  In  our 
profperous  ftate ,  we  may  indeed  imploy 
our  Temperance ,  our  Humility,  our  Cau- 
tion ;  but  Patience  feems  then  a  ufelefs 
Vertue :  nay  indeed ,  for  ought  we  know , 
may  be  counterfeit ,  till  adverfity  bring  it 
to  the  teft . ;  And  yet  this  is  the  mdft  glo- 
rious acGompliffamentof  a  Chriftian ,  that 
which  moft  eminently  conforms  him  to 
the  Image  of  his  Savior ,  whofe  whole  life 
was  a  perpetual  exercife  of  this  grace ;  and 
therefore  we  love  our  eafe  too  well  if  we 
are  unwilling  to  biiy  this  Pearl  at  any 
price, 

v%.  Last- 
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*  1 1.  Lastly,  Our  thankfulnefs  is  (at 
leaft  ought  to  be  )  incrtfaft  by  ourdiftref- 
fes.  Tis  very  natural  for  us  to  rcflcft  with 
value  and  efteem  upon  thofe  Bleffings  we 
have  loft ,  and  we  too  often  do  it  to  aggra- 
vate our  difcontent :  but  fure ,  the  more 
rational  ufe  of  it  is  to  raife  our  thankful- 
nefs for  the  time  wherein  we  enjoied 
them.     Nay  not  only  our  former  enjoi- 
ments ,  but  even  our  prefent  deprivations 
deferve  our  gratitude,  if  we  confider  the 
happy  advantages  we  may  reap  from 
them.    If  we  will  perverfly  caft  them  a- 
way  ,^  that  unworthy  contemt  paies  no 
fcoires,  for  we  ftill  ftand  anfwerable  in 
Gods  account  for  the  good  he  defign*d, 
and  we  might  have  hacfby  it ,  and  we  be- 
conie  liable  to  a  new  charge  for  our  ingra- 
titude in  thus  dejpijing  the  chaftifement  cf 
the  Lord  ^  Hcb.ix.j. 

13.  And  now  if  all  thefe  benefits  of 
afflidions  (which  are  yet  but  imperfedly 
recited )  may  be  thought  worth  confi- 
dering  ,  it  cannot  but  reconcile  us  to 
the  iharpeft  of  Gods  methods;  unlefswe 
will  own  our  felves  fuch  mere- Animals , 
as  to  have  no  other  apprehenfions  then 
what  our  bodily  fenfes  convey  to  us.  For 
fure »  he  that  has  reaibn  enough  to  under* 

U  ftand 
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Ikatidi  that  he  has  an  immortal  foul ,  cannot 
but  aflcnt  that  its  intereils  ihouldbefer- 
ved ,  tho  with  th«  difplacency  pf his  flefb. 
Vet  evibn  in  regard  of  that ,  our  murmur- 
iogs  arc?  oft  very  tinjuft ,  for  we  do  many 
ti0ies  ignorantly  prejudg  Gods  defigns 
towards  us  even  in  Temporals ,  who  ire- 
^ttcntly  makes  a  little  tranftent  unead-^ 
niefs  the  paflage  to  fecular  felicities.  Mo/es 
when  he  fled  out  of  £^y^? ,  probably  lit- 
de  thought  that  he  fhould  return  thither  a 
Qadunto  Tharaoh ,  Exod*  4. 1 6.  and  as  lit- 
tle 6\diJofePh  when  he  was  brought  thither 
t  ilave,  that  he  was  to  be  a  Ruler  there; 
yet  as  diftant  as  thofe  dates  were ,  the  Di- 
vine  Providence  had  foconneded them , 
that  the  one  depends  upon  the  other.  And 
certainly  we  may  often  obferve  the  like 
over-ruling  hand  in  our  own  ^iftrelTes » 
that  thofe  events  which  we  have  entertain- 
tA  with  the  greateft  regret,  have  in  the 
cOnfequences  bin  very  beneficial  to  us. 

14.  To  conclude,  we  have  certainly 
both  from  fpeculation  and  experience ,  ai^ 
bundant  matter  to  calm  all  our  difquiets , 
to  fatisfy  our  diftrufts ,  and  to  fix  in  us  an 
entire  tcfignatioti  to  Gods  difpofals ,  who 
has  defigns  which  we  cannot  penetrate , 
bi|t  no»^  which  wc  need  fear »  unlefs  we 

our 
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our  fclvespcr?crt  them.  Wc  have  pur  Sa- 
viotsworaforic,  thu  be  wiU not ^ive  us  a 
ft  (me  when'Oieask  bread ^nor  afcaryttm  ivhen 
we-askafijh^  Matth.7.j>.  Nay  his  lovC 
fecdres  us  yet  farther  from  the  errors  of" 
our  own  wild  choice ,  and  do's  hot  give  u3 
thofe  ftones  and  fcorpions  which  we  im^ 
portunefor.  Let  us  then  leave  our  con-* 
ccrns  to  him  who  beft  knows  them ,  and 
make  it  our  fola  care  to  entertain  his  dif- 
penfations  with  as  much  fubmiflion  and 
duty' ,  as  he  difpences  them  with  love  and 
wifaom.  And  if  we  can  but  do  fo,  wc 
may  dare  ail  the  power  of  Earth  and  Hell 
too ,  to  make  iis  miferable  2  for  be  our  aiP 
fli Aions  what  they  can :  we  are  fure  they 
are  but  what  we  in  fome  refpeft  or  oth« 
need ;  be  they  privative  or  pofitiVe ,  the 
want  of  what  we wifli  ♦  of  the  fufTering  iA 
what  we  wilh  Hot ,  they  are  the  difp<Hals 
of  him  who  cann<^err  ^  and  Ave  ihall  #* 
nally  have  caufeto  fay  with  the  ttalmift'^ 
It  is  good  for  fj^  that  I  have  bin^^iiki^ 
Pralmii9.7i: 
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Sect/     IX. 

Of  our  Jidis fortunes  compared  mth 

other  mem, 

IT  7  E  come  now  to  imprefs  an  equally 
W  juft  and  ufeful  confideration ,  the 
comparing  our  Misfortunes  with  thofe  of 
other  nfens:  and  he  that  does  that, will  cer- 
tainly fee  io  little  caufe  to  think  himfelf 
fingular ,  that  he  will  not  find  hlmfelf  fu- 
perlative  in  calamity ;  for  there  is  no  man 
living  that  can  with  teafofi  affirm  himfelf 
to  be  the  very  unhappiefl  man,there  being 
innumerable  diftreffes  of  others  which  he 
knows  not  of,  and  conlequently  cannot 
bring  them  in  balance  with  his  own.  A 
multitude  of  men  there  arc  whofe  perfons 
Jbe  knows  not ,  and  even  of  thofe  he  does  ^ 
he  may  be  much  a  flranger  to  their  diftrel^ 
fes ;  many  forrows  may  lie  at  the  heart  of 
him  who  carries  a  fmiling  face ,  and  many 
a  man  has  bin  an  objeft  of  envy  to  thofe 
who  look  but  on  the  furface  of  his  (late , 
who  yet  to  thofe  who  know  his  private 
griefs  appears  more  worthy  of  compaf- 
fion.  And  fure  this  confufed  uncer- 
tain 


\  - 
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tain  eftimate  of  other  mens  afflictions , 
may  divert  us  from  all  loud  out-cries  of 
our  own  Solon  feeing  a  friend  much  op- 
prcft  with  grief,  carried  him  up  to  a  Towa 
that  over-lookt  the  City  oiiyithens ,  and 
ihewing  him  all  tlie  Buildings,  faid  to  him » 
Confider  how  many  forrows  have,  do,and 
ihall  in  future  Ages  inhabit  under  all  thofe 
roofs ,  and  do  not  vex  thy  felf  with  thofe 
inconveniencies  which  are  common  to 
mortality,  as  if  they  were  only  yours.  And 
fure  'twas  good  advice  :  for  luiSering  is  al- 
moil  as  infeparabJe  an  adjundof  our  na- 
ture, as  dying  is:  yet  we  do  not  fee  men 
very  apt  to  imbitter  their  whole  lives  by 
the  fore-figjit  that  they  muft  die ,  but  fee- 
ing it  a  thing  as  liniverfal  as  inevitable , 
they  are  more  forward  to  take  up  the  E- 
p  i  cures  refplution.  Let  us  eat  and  drink  ^ 
for  to  morrow  we  die ,  i  Cor.  15.  jx :  And 
why  ihoiild  we  not  look  upon  affli^ions 
alfo  as  the  common  lot  of  humanity ,  and 
as  we  take  the  advantages ,  fo  be  content 
to  bear  the  incumbrances  of  that  date  ? 

X.  But  befidtes  that  implicite  allow- 
ance that  is  thus  to  be  made  for  the  un- 
kncrwn  calamities  of  others ,  if  wc  furvey 
but  thofe  that  lie  open  and  vifible  to  us, 
the  moft  of  us  ihall  find  enough  to  dif- 

coun- 
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countenance  our  complaints.  Who  is 
there  that  when  he  has  moft  ftudioufly  re- 
colledlid  his  mtferies ,  may  not  jfind  lome 
or  other  that  apparently  equals,  if  not 
exceeds  him  ?  He  that  ftomacs  his  own 
bein^  contemn'd  and  flighted ,  may  fee 
another  perfecuted  and  oppreft.  He  that 
groans  under  fome  iharp  pain^  may  fee 
another  afflided  with  fharper  :  and  even 
he  that  has  the  mod  acute  torments  in  his 
bodv ,  m  ay  fee  another  more  fadly  cruci- 
atea  by  the  agonies  of  his  mind.  So  that 
if  we  would  but  look  aboutus ,  we  fhould 
fee  fo  many  foreign  occafions  of  our  pi- 
ty,  that  we  fhould  be  aiham'd  to  confine 
it  wholly  to  our  felves. 

3  •  It  will  perhaps  be  faid ,  that  this  can^ 
not  be  univerfally  true,for  that  t^ere  muft 
in  comparative  degrees  be  fome  lowefl 
ftate  of  mifery  :  I  grant  it,  butflill  that 
ilate  confifts  not  in  fuch  an  indivifible 
point,  that  any  one  perfon  can  have  the 
inclofure ;  or  if  it  do,  'twill  be  fo  hard  for 
any  to  difcern  who  that  one  perfon  is ,  that 
I  need  defire  no  fairer  a  compofition ,  then 
to'have  every  man  fufpendhis  repinings^ 
tilt  he  can  evince  his  title.  But  alas ,  there 
are  but  few  that  can  make  any  approches 
to  fiich  ^  pretence  :  for  tho  if  we  advert 

to 
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to  mens  complaints »  we  ihould  think  all 
degrees  of  comparifon  were  confounded » 
and  every  man  Were  equally  the  greateft 
fuffcrer;  yet  certainly  in  the  truth  of 
things  'tis  nothing  fo ;  for  (  not  to  repete 
what  was  before  mentioned ,  that  proba- 
bly no  man  is  miferable  in  any  jpropor- 
tion  to  the  utmoft  degree  of  pombility  ) 
the  remarkably  unhappy  ate  very  far  the 
lefs  number.    And  how  paflionatly  fo* 
ever  men  exaggerate  their  Calamities,  yet 
perhaps  in  weir  fober  mood ,  they  will 
icarce  change  dates  with  thole  whom 
they  profefs  to  think  more  happy  then 
themlelves.  It  was  the  faying  oi Socrates , 
that  if  there  were  a  common  bank  made 
of  all  mens  troubles ,  moft  men  would  ra-- 
thee  chufe  to  take  thbfe  they  brought  ^i 
then  to  venture  upon  a  new  dividend.  And 
indeed  he  had  reafon  for  his  fuppofition ; 
for  confidering  how  great  a  part  of  many 
mens  afili  Aions  are  of  their  own  making , 
fiftitious  and  imaginary ,.  they  may  jiifUy 
fear  lead  they  ihould  exchange  feathers 
for  lead ,  their  own  emty  fhadows  for  the 
real  and  prefiing  dklamities  of  others ,  and 
cannot  biit  think  it  beft  to  fit  down  with 
their  own ,  which  feryes  their  dedamati-' 

ons  as  well,and  their  cafe  much  better.  We 

oft 
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oft  fee  men  at  a  little  mis-  fhaping  of  a  gar^ 
ment ,  a  icarce  difcernable  error  in  their 
Cook,  or  their  Ihorteft  interruption  ia 
their  fports,  inXuch  tranfports  of  trouble , 
asif  they  were  thefmoft  unfortunate  men 
in  the  World ;  yet  for  all  that  you  fliall 
hardly  perfwadc  them  to  change  with  him 
whole  courfe  clothings  fuperfedes  all 
care  of  the  fafhion ,  whofe  appetite  was  ne- 
ver difappointed  for  want  of  lawce ,  and 
whofe  perpetual  toil  makes  him  infenfi- 
ble  what  the  defeat  of  fport  fignifies. 

4.  Nay  even  where  the  exchange  feem_s 
more  equal ,  where  the  affliAions  arc  on 
both  fides  folid  and  fubftantial,  yet  a 
prudent  man  would  fcarce  venture  upon 
the  barter.  Tis  no'  fmall  advantage  to 
know  what  we  have  to  conteft  with,  to 
have  experimented  the  worft  of  it»^  at- 
taques,  by  which  we  become  better  able 
to  guard  our  felyes :  but  a  new  evil  comes 
with  the  force  of  a  furprife ,  and  finds  us 
open  and  difarmed.  It  is  indeed  almofta 
miraculous  power  that  cuftom  has  in  re- 
conciling us  to  things  othcrwife  difplea- 
fing ;  all  our  fenfes  are  taught  to  remit 
of  their  adverfion  by  familiarity  with  un- 
grateful objefts  :  that  ugly  form  which 
at  firft  makes  us  ftart ,,  by  ufe  devefts  its 

'  tcr- 
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terror .  and  we  reconcile  our  felves  td 

harih  founds  &  ill  reliihes  by  long  cuftbm: 

And  liire  it  has  the  yety  fime  cffeift  tipon 

our  mti^s ,  the  moft  fierce  calamities  do 

by  acquaintance  grow  more  traftable;  {6 

that  he  that  exchanges  an  old  one  for  a 

new;  "He's  but  bring  a  wild  Lion  into  his 

houfe  iniftead  bf  a  tame :  it  may  for  ought 

he  knows  immediatly  tear  him  in  pieces ; 

but  at  leall  muft  coft  him  a  great  deal  of 

pains  to  render  it  gentle  and  familiar.,  and 

certainly  iio  wife  man  would  wiih  to  makb 

fuch  a  bargaJri.  ,      , 

^.  B  Y  all  this  it  appears  that  how  extra- 
vagantly foever  we  aggravate  our  owii. 
calamities  and  extenuate  other  mens  i  we 
dare  not  upon  fecoUe^ion  {lan4  to  our 
owii  efiimate,  and  what  can  be  faid  mofe^^ 
in  prejudice  of  our  difcontents?Tis  a  grati- 
ted  maxim  that  every  man  muft  have  af^ 
fli^ions,  man  that  is  born  of  a  worhdn^Jaies 
Job ,  is  offewyedrs ,  dnd full  of  trouble,  JpB 
13.  4.  and  we  muft  reverfe  Gods  funda-^ 
mental  law ,  before  we  can  hope  for  a  to- 
tal exemtio  ji.  All  that  any  man  can  afpita 
to ,  is  to  hive  but  an  equal  Ihare  with  6- 
tKcrs ,  and  the  generality  of  men  have 
fb  ,  at  leaft  none  can  prove  he  has.  not  fo  % 
^ndi  till  he  can,  hismur/hurs  willfurebft 

%  '  very 
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very  unjuftifiablc ,  efpecially  when  they 
have  this  convincing  circumftance  a-? 
gainft  them ,  that  he  dares  not  upon  fober 
thoughts  change  his  afIli<^ons  with  mof^ 
of  his  neighbors.  He  is  an  ill  member  of 
9,  community ,  who  in  public  aflefment^ 
would  ihuffle  oCall  paiments  :  and  he  is 
fio  better ,  who  in  this  common  tax  God 
^as  laid  upon  our  nature ,  is  not  content 
to  bear  his  fhare^ 

6.  A  N  D  truly  would  we  but  confide? 
that  in  ;ill  our  fiinerings  nothing  befalls  us 
but  what  is  common  to  our  kind  ,  nay 
which  is  extremely  exceeded  by  many 
within  the  verge  of  our  own  obfervation , 
we  mull:  be  fenfelefly  partial  to  beimpar 
tient.  The  Apoflle  thought  it  a  compe- 
tent confolation  for  the  firft  Chriftians , 
that  there  had  no  temtation  bef alien  them 
kut  what  was  common  to  men ,  1  Cor.  10, 
1 3 .  and  we  betray  very  extravagant  opi- 
nions of  our  felves  if  it  be  not  fo  to  us. 
Indeed  'twas  fcarce  poflible  for  us  to  be 
fo  unfatisfied  ,  as  the  greateil  part  of  us 
^rc ,  did  we  in  the  comparing  our  felves 
with  others ,  proceed  with  any  tolerable 
ingenuity. 

7.  But  alas  we  are  very  fallacious  and 
4ec^tful  Iq  ^e  ppint,  we^onot  com- 
pare 
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pare  the  good  of  others  with  our  good^ 
nor  their  evil  with  our  evil ;  bUt  with  an 
envious  curidfity  we  amais  together  ail 
the  de/ireabl6  circumfkances  of  our  neigh^ 
bors  conditioti ,  and  with  a3  prying  dif- 
totixtm  we  ranfack  all  our  grievances  ^ 
and  confront  to  them.    This  is  fo  infin- 
cere  a  way  of  proceeding ,  as  the  pioft  oti^ 
dinary  Underflinding  can  deteft.    If  t 
fhould  wager  that  my  arm  were  ioftgei! 
then  another  mans ,  and  fot  tryal  melure 
my  arm  with  his  finger ,  he  muft  be  fl:u-» 
j>idly  filly ,  that  fhould  award  for  me  % 
and  yet  this  were  not  a  grofler  cheat ,  then 
that  which  we  put  upon  our  felves ,  in  ouif 
comparifons  with  others.  And  'tis  &  little 
ftrange  to  obfervc  unto  what  various  piir- 
^ofes  we  cati  apply  this  one  thin  piece  of 
lophiftry,  for  when  we  compare  ouif 
neighbors  and  our  felves  in  point  of  mo- 
tality ,  we  do  but  reVerfe  the  fallacy ,  ancl 
prefentljrmake  his  vices  as  much  exceed 
Ours,  as biir  calamities  did  his  in  the  Or 
ther  inflance.  They  are  indeed  both  great 
Vibtenccs  to  realbn  arid  juftice ,  yet  the  la- 
ter is  furc  the  pleafanter  kind  of  deceit. 
A  man  has  fdmc  Joy  in  thinking  himfelf 
Jefs  wicked  then  his  neighbor ,  but  what 
imaginable  comfort  can  he  take  inthirikr 

X  i  iiig 
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ing  himfelf  more  mifcrable  ?  certainly  he 
that  would  fubmit  to  3  cpufenage ,  had 
much  better  (hift  the  fcenc,  and  think 
his  fufFerings  lefs  then  they  are ,  rather 
then  more :  for  (ince  opinion  is  the  thing 
that  ufually  fets  an  edg  upon  our  calami- 
ties ,  it  might  be  a  profitable  deceit  that 
could  Ileal  that  from  us. 

8.  B  u  T  we  need  not  blindfold  pur 
felves  if  we  would  but  ufe  our  eies  aright , 
and  fee  things  in  their  true  ihapes;  and  if 
we  did  thus ,  what  a  firange  turn  would 
there  be  in  the  common  eftimates  of  the 
world  ?  How  many  of  the  gilded  troubles 
of  greatnefs ,  which  men  at  a  diftance 
look  on  with  fo  much  admiration  and  de- 
fire  ,  would  then  be  as  much  contemned 
as  now  they  are  courted  ?  A  competency 
would  then  get  the  better  of  abundance , 
and  the  now  envied  pomp  of  princes , 
when  balanced  with  the  cares  and  hazards; 
annext,  would  be  fo  far  from  a  bait,  that 
men  like  4$W«/,  iSam.io.zz.  wo\x\d  hide 
themfelves  {torn  the  preferment;  altid  he 
that  underftood  the  weight ,  would  rather 
choofe  to  weild  a  Flayle  then  a  Scepter : 
yet  fo  childilhly  are  we  befotted  with  the 
glittering  appearance  of  things,  that  we 
conclude  felicity  mud  needs  dwell  where 

there 
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there  is  a  magnificent  Porticp ,  gnd  being 
poflcft  with  this  fancy  we  over-Jook  her  in 
pur  own  huipbier  Cottages ,  where  fhc 
would  more  conftahtly  refide,  if  fhe  could 
burfind  qs  at  home:  but  we  are  commonly 
engaged  in  a  rambling  purfuit  o£hc;p where 
ihe  is  feldomeft  to  be  found ,  aiid  in  the 
interim  mifs  of  her  at  Ijer  own  doors. 

9.  I N  D  E  E  I?  there  is  fcarce  a  greater 
folly  or  unhappinefs  incident  to  mans  na« 
ture ,  then  this  fond  admiration  of  other 
mens  enjoiments,and  contemt  of  our  own. 
And  whilft  we  have  that  humour ,  it  will 
fupplant  not  only  our  prefent ,  but  all  pof- 
fibiiities  of  our  future  content :  for  tho 
We  could  draw  to  our  felves  all  thofc 
things  for  which  we  envy  others,we  fhould 
have  no  fooner  made  them  our  own ,  then 
they  will  grow  defpicable  and  naufeous 
to  lis.  This  is  a  fpeculation  which  has 
bin  attefled  by  innumerable  experiments , 
there  being  nothing  more  frequent,  then 
to  fee  men  with  impatient  eagerneft ,  nay 
often  with  extreme  hazards  purfue  thole 
acquefts,  which  when  they  nave  them , 
they  are  inimediatly  fick  of  There  is 
fcarce  any  man  that  may  not  give  himfelf 
iiiftances  of  this  in  his  own  particular :  and 
yet  fo  fatally  ftupid  are  we ,  that  no  de- 

X  3  feats 
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feats  will  difcipiine  us  or  take  us  off  from 
the  falfe  eftimates  of  other  mens  ha|}- 
pinefles.  And  truly  V/hile  we  ftate  our 
comparifonsfo  unequally,  they  are  as  mif- 
chiey  ous  as  the  common  proverb  fpeaks 
them  odious  :  but  if  we  would  begin  aC 
the  right  end ,  and  look^  with  as  much 
comp wion  on  the  adverfities  of  our  bre^ 
thren,  as  wc  do  with  envy  on  their  profpe- 
rities ,  every  man  would  find  cauie  to  fit  / 
down  contentedly  with  his  own  burden^ 
and  confeis  that  he  bears  but  the  propor- 
tionable fhare  of  his  common  nature ,  un- 
lefs  perhaps  it  be  where  fbme  extraordi- 
''nary  demerits  of  his  own  have  added  td 
the  weight ;  and  in  that  cafe  he  has  mores 
reafon  to  admire  his  affliftions  are  fo  few » 
then  fo  many;  And  certainly  every  tnaii 
knows  fo  many  more  ills  by  himfelf ,  thett 
it  is  poffible  for  him  to  do  by  another,  that 
he  tiiat  realty  fees  himfelf  exceed  others 
in  his  fufferings ,  will  find  caufe  enough  to 
think  he  do's  in  fins  alfo. 

lo.  But  if  we  ftretch  the  comparifoii 
beyon4  our  contemporaries,and  look  back 
to  the  generations  of  old ,  we  fhall  have 
yet  farther  caufe  to  acknowledg  Gods 
sreat  indulgence  to  us.  Abraham  tho  the 
friend  of  God  was  not  exemted  from  fe- 

vere 
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verc  trials ;  he  was  firft  made  to  wandec 
from  his  Country ,  and  betake  himfel^f 
Xo  a  kind  of  vagrant  life ,  was  a  long  time 
fufocnded  from  the  blcfling  of  his  defired 
off-fpring ,  and  when  at  laft  his  beloved 
JJaac  was  obtained,  it  caufedadbmeftic 
^arr,  which  he  was  fain  to  compofeby 
the  expulfion  oUshmael^  tho  his  lonalfo. 
Put  what  a  conteft  may  we  think  there 
<^was  in  his  own  bowels,wnen  that  rigorous 
task  was  impofed  on  him  of  facrificing  his 
I/aac?  and  tho  his  faith  glorioijfly  triumpht 
over  ir^et  fure  there  could  not  pe  agreat- 
er  preflure  upon  human  nature,    ^avid 
the  man  after.  Gods  own  heart  is  no  lefs 
fignai  for  his  afHi^lions  then  for  his  piety , 
he  was  for  a  great  while  an  exile  from  his 
Country ,  and  (  which  he  moft  bewailed  ) 
from  the  Sanftuary  by  the  perfetutions 
of  Saul:  and  after  he  was  fetled  in  that 
throne  to  which  Gods  immediate  affigna- 
tion  had  intitled  him,  what  afuccefiion 
of  calamities  had  he  in  his  own  family  ? 
the  inceftuous  rape  of  his  Daughter ,  the 
retaliation  of  that  by  the  unnatural  mur- 
der of  Ammon ,  and  that  feconded  by  an* 
other  no  lefs  barbarous  confpiracy  of  Ab- 
fblom  againft  himfelf ,  his  expulfion  from 
Jerufalemj  the  bafe  levilings  of  Shitnei , 

and 
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and  finally  the  lofs  of  that  dearling  ion 
in  the  adi:  of  his  fin.  A  duller  of  afr 
fliAions  in  comparifoii  whereof  the  mod: 
of  ours  are  But  like  the  gleanings  (  as  the 
Prophet  fpeaks  )  after  the  vintage  is  don. 
It  were  indeed  ehdlefs  to  Inftahce  in 
all  the  feveral  Fore-fathers  of  our  Faith 
before  Chrifis  Incarnation ,  the  Apoftle 
gives  us  a  brief,  but  very  comprehenfive 
compendium  of  their  fufterings ,  They  had 
trial  of  cruelmockings  and  fcourgings  iyea 
moreover ,  of  bonds  andimprifmments :  thejf 
were  Honed^ere fawn  afUnder^were  temt- 
ed,  were  Jlain  with  the  fwordx  they  wan- 
dred  about  in  fheep-skins ,  and goat-s kins ; 
being  dejiitute  ^  af^i^ed^  tormented:  they 
wandredin  deferts ,  and  in  mountains^  and 
in  dens ,  dndin  caves  of  the  earth ,  Heb.  1 1  i 
36,37,38.  And  if  we  Ibok  oh  the  Pri* 
mitive  ChrilUans,  we  fhali  fee  them  per* 
feftly  the  counterpart  to  them ,  their  pri- 
vileges confifted  not  in  any  immunities 
from  calamities;for  their  whole  lives  were 
fcenes  of  fuflTeringS.  St.  y^«/ gives  us  an 
account  of  his  own,  in  labors  more  dbiin- 
dantMfiripes  above  niejure.inprifonsinore 
frequent  y  in  deaths  oft:  of  the  Jews  five 
times  received  I  forty  Jlripes  fave  one. 
Thrice  was  I  beaten  ^ith  rods ,  once  was  t 
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ftoftedy  thric e I Juffer'djhif wracks  anight 

and  a  day  have  1  bin  in  the  deep  ^  injoumy- 

ing  often,  &c.  x  Cor.  ii.  23.  and  if  his 

fingle  hardfliips  rofe  thus  high ,  what  may 

we  think  the  whole  fum  of  all  his  fellow- 

laborers  amounted  to  together ,  with  that 

noble  Army  of  martyps  who  fealed  their 

faith  with  their  blood ;  of  whofe  fuffer- 

ings  E€cleJiaJtic\i\ik.oty  gives  us  fuch  afto- 

niUiing  relations. 

II.  And  now  being  campajfed  about 
with  Jo  great  a  cloud  ofwitneffes ,  the  Apo- 
ftle$  inference  is  very  irrefragable ,  let  us 
run  with  patience  the  race  which  is  fit  be- 
fore us ,  Heb.  IX.  I ,  a.  But  yet  it  is  more 
fo ,  if  we  proceed  on  to  that  confideration 
he  adjoins ,  Looking  unto  J  ejus  the  Author 
and  Jinijher  of  our  faith ,  who  for  the  joy 
that  was  fit  before  him ,  endured  the  crofs , 
de/pijingthe  Jhame ,  verfes.  Indeed  if  we 
contemplate  him  in  the  whole  courfe  of 
his  life/  we  fliall  find  him  rightly  (tiled 
by  the  Prophet  a  man  offirrows ,  Ifai.  5*1 . 
And  as  if  he  had  charged  himfelf  with 
all  our  griefs  as  well  as  our  fins ,  there  is 
fcarce  any  human  calamity  which  we  may 
not  find  exemplified  in  him.  Do's  any 
complain  of  the  lownefs  and  poverty  of 
his  copditioh  ?  AUs  his  whole  life  was  a 
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ftate  of  indigence :  he  was  forced  to  be  an 
inmate  with  the  beafts ,  he  laid  in  a  (table 
at  his  birch ,  and  after  himfeif  profefTes 
that  he  had  not  where  to  lay  his  head ,  Luk< 
9.  y8.  Is  any  oppreft  with  infamy  and  re- 
proach ?  he  may  fee  his  Savior  accus'd  as 
SigUitton  and  a  wine-bibber  ^  Luke  7.  34* 
a  n/a/phemer,JohAo.^^.  a  Sorcerer  y  Mat. 
ix:%:^.a feruerter of  thenation ^  Luk.x3. 
2.  yea  to  fuch  a  fordid  iownefs  had  they 
funk  his  repute ,  that  a  feditious  thief  and 
murderer  was  thought  the  more  eligible 
perfon,  not  this  man  but  Barabbas  ^  Joh. 
18.40.  And  finally  all  this  fcene  of  indi^ 
gnities  closed  with  the  fpightful  pageantry 
of  mockery  afted  by  the  foldiers ,  Mat.  %j. 
aS.  and  the  yet  more  barbarous  infult-^ 
ings  of  Priefts  and  Scribes ,  verfe  41 .  Is  a- 
ny  man  defpifed  or  deferred  by  his  friends? 
he  was  contemned  by  his  country-men , 
thought  frantic  by  his  friends ,  betraied  by 
one  of  his  difciples ,  abandon'd  by  all,  un- 
lefs  that  one  who  followed  him  longeft , 
to  renonunce  him  the  moll  fhameful^  by 
a  three-fold  abjuration.  Nay  what  is  in- 
finitly  more  then  this ,  he  ieem'd  defert- 
ed  by  God  alfo ,  as  is  witneflcd  by  that 
doleful  exclamapon,  My  God^  tirf  Godj  why 
baft  thou  for faken  me%  Mat  27.64.  Is  a- 

ny 
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ny  difTatisfied  with  his  hard-ihips  or  ia- 
borioufaefs  of  his  life  ?  let  him  remember 
his  Saviors  was  not  a  hfe  of«  delicacy  or 
eafe ;  he  was  never  enter  d  in  thofe  Aca- 
demies of  luxury,  where  men  zttgprgeoujly 
apfaretd  and  live  delicatly ,   Luk.  7.  xj. 
but  he  was  brought  under  the  mean  roof 
of  a  Carpenter ,  and  confequently  fubjc- 
<%ed  to  all,  the  lownefs  of  fuch  an  educa^ 
tion.     His  initiation  to  his  Prophetic  of- 
fice was  with  the  miraculous  feverity  of 
a  40.  daies  fafl: ,  and  in  his  difcharge  of 
it ,  we  find  him  in  perpetual  labors ,  go^ 
ing about  doing  good ,  Ad.  10. 3  8 ,  and  that 
not  in  triumph ,  like  a  prince  bellowing 
his  largefles ,  but  in  weary  peregrinations, 
never  riding  but  once ,  and  that  only  up- 
on a  borrowed  beaft ,   and  to  fulfil  afro- 
fhecy ,    Mat.  X4.    Do's  any  man  groan 
under  iharp  and  acute  pains  ?  let  him  con- 
iider  what  his  redeemer  endured ,  how  in 
his  infancy  at  his  circumcifion  he  offer  d 
the  firft  fruits,  as  an  earneft  of  that  bloody 
vintage  when  he  trod  thewine-frefi  alme 
Ifaiah  <$3 .  3 .    Let  him  attefid  him  thro 
all  the  ftages  of  his  direful  pafiion ,  and 
behold  his  arms  pinion  d  w^^  rough  cords,^ 
his  hea<l  fmote  with  a  reed ,  and  corn  with 
his  crown  of  thorns ,  his  back  ploughed 
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with  thofe  long  furrows  fPhl.  no.  3.^ 
the  fcourges  had  made ;  his  macerated 
feeble  body  oppteft  with  the  weight  of 
his  crofs,  and  at  lafl  rackt  and  extended 
on  it;  his  hands  and  feet,  tiiofe  nervous 
&  confequentiy  moft  fenfible  parts  tranf^ 
fixt  with  nailes ,  his  whole  body  faftned  to 
that  accurfed  tree ,  and  expofed  naked  to 
the  air  in  a  cold  feafon ;  his  throat  par- 
ched with  third ,  and  yet  more  afflided 
with  that  vinegar  and  gall  wherewith 
they  pretended  to  relieve  him ;  and  final- 
ly iiis  life  expiring  amidft  the  full  fenfe 
of  thefe  accurate  torments.    Laflly  do's 
any  man  labor  uqider  the  bitterefl  of  all 
forrows ,  importunate  temtations  to ,  or  a 
wounded  fpirit  for  fin  ?  even  here  alfo  he 
may  find  thsit  he  has  an  high  Trieft  who 
hath  bin  touched  with  the  fenfe  of  his  infir- 
mitieSy  Heb.  4.15',  He  was  violently  af- 
faulted  with  a  fucceflion  of  temtations , 
Mat.  4.   and  we  cannot  doubt  but  Satan 
would  on  him  employ  the  utmofl  of  his 
skill.  Nor  was  he  lefs  oppreft  with  the  bur- 
den of  fin ,  ours  I  mean ,  tho  not  his  own. 
What  may  we  think  were  his  apprehen- 
iions  in  the  Garden,  when  he  fo  earneftly 
deprecated  that  which  was  his  whole  er- 
fand  into  the  world  ?  What  a  dreadful 
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prefTure  was  that  which  wrung  from  him 
that  bloody  fvveat ,  and  cafl  him  into  that 
inexplicable  agony ,  the  horror  whereof 
was  beyond  rhe  comprehenfions  of  any 
but  his  who  felt  it  ?  And  finally  how  a* 
mazing  was  the  itnic  of  divine  wrath , 
which   extorted  that  flupendious  com- 
plaint ,  that  Hrong  cry  on  the  crofs ,  Hcb.5. 
7.  the  (harp  accent  whereof,   if  it  do  a- 
right  founa  on  our  hearts ,  muft  certainly 
quite  overwhelm  our  loudeft  groans?  And 
now  certainly  I  may  fay  with  Pilate ,  Ecce 
homOy  behold  the  man ,  or  rather  with  a 
more  ^vf'm&  Author ,  Behold  if  ever  there 
wereforrowslikeuntohisJdrrimX'^m.x.ix. 
IX.  Akd  fure  it  were  but  a  reafonable 
inference ,   that  which  we  find  made  by 
Chrift  himfelf ,  iftheje  things  be  don  in  a 
green  tree^whatjhallbe  don  in  the  dtyi  Luk. 
a3.  31.  If  an  imputative  guilt  could  nu- 
riih  {o  fcorching  a  flame,   pull  down  io 
fevcre  a  wrath;  what  canweexpedwho 
are  merely  made  up  of  combuflible  mat- 
ter ,   whofe  proper  perfonal  fins  cry  for 
vengeance  ?  Sure  were  we  to  judg  by  hur 
man  mefures ,  we  fhould  reckon  to  have 
more  then  a  double  portion  of  ourlSavidrs 
fuflerings  entail'd  upon  us :  yet  fuch  is  the 
efficacy  of  iiis ,  that  they  have  commuted 

for 
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for  ours ,  &^have  left  usonly  fuch  a  ihare , 
as  may  evidence  our  relation  to  our  cru- 
cified Lord:  fuch  as  may  fervc  only  for 
badges  and  cognizances  to  whom  we  re- 
tain. For  alas,  l^t  themoftafflidedofus 
weigh  our  forrows  with  his ,  how  abfurdly 
unequal  will  the  comparifon  appear  ?  And 
therefore  as  the  beft  expedient  to  baffle 
our  mutinies ,  to  ihame  us  out  of  ourre- 
pinings ,  let  us  often  draw  this  uneven  pa- 
fallel,  confront  our  petty  uneafmefles 
with  his  unfpeakable  torments ;  andfure 
^tis  impoflible  but  our  admiration  and  gra- 
titude muftfupplant  our  impatiencies. 

13.  T  H  I  s  is^  indeed  tnc  method  to 
which  the  ApoMe  direfts  us ,  Confider  him 
that  endured  Juch  cbntradiBim  offinners 
againjl  him/elf,  leHye  he  weary  and  faint  in 
your  minds, ye  have  not  yet  rejiftedunto  bloody 
Heb.  IX.  34.  Was  he  contradiiSred ,  and 
fliall  wc  cxpeft  to  be  humored  and  com- 
plrd  with?  Did  he  rcfift  to  blood  &fhall 
wc  think thofepreflures  intolerable, which 
force  only  a  few  tears  from  us?This  is  fuch 
an  unmanly  nicenefs ,  as  utterly  makes  us 
unfit  to  follow  the  Captain  of  our  Salva- 
tion. What  :a  foldicr  is  he  like  to  make , 
that  will  take  no  ihareof  the  hazards  and 
iiardflripsof  His  General?  HoncftlV//?* 

would 
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would  not  take  the  lawful  folaces  of  his 
osffn  houfe ,  upon  the  confideratipn  that 
his  Lordjoab  ( tho  but  his  fellow  fubjcd  ) 
lay  incam^ed  in  theopen  fields ,  x  Sam.  1 1. 
II.  yea  tho  he  was  fent  by  him  frora  the 
Camp.  And  ihall  we  bafely  forfake  ours 
in  purfuit  of  our  eafe?  He  is  of  a  dege- 
nerous  fpirit,  whom  the  example  of  his 
fupecior  will  tiot  animate.  T kit  arch  tells  us , 
that  Cato  marching  thro  the  defarts ,  was 
fo  diftreft  for  water ,  that  a  fmall  quantity 
was  brought  to  him  in  a  helmet  as  a  great 
prize,  which  he  refufmgbecaufe  he  could 
not  help  his  foldiers  to  the  like ,  they  were 
fo  traniported  with  that  generofity ,  that 
it  extinguifht  the  fenfe  of  their  thir ft ,  and 
they  were  afhamed  to  complain  of  what 
their  Leader  Yoluntarily  endur  d  for  their 
fakes.  And  furely  we  extremely  difcredit 
our  inftitution,  if  we  cannot  equal  their 
ingenuity ;  and  follow  ours  with  as  great 
alacrity  thro  all  the  difficulties  he  has  tra- 
ced before  us »  and  for  us. 

14.  No  R  let  us  think  to  ^xcufe  our 
felves  upon  the  impotency  of  our  flefh , 
which  wants  the  affiftance  which  his  di- 
vinity gave  him :  for  that  plea  is  iiiper- 
feded  by  the  fore-mention'd  examples  of 
the  Saints  r  men  of  likepaffionswithus, 

who 
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who  not  only  patiently ,  but  joifully  en- 
dured all  tribulations ;  by  which  it  appears 
it  is  not  impoflible  to  our  nature ,  with 
thofe  aids  of  grace  which  are  common  to 
us  with  them :  for  certainly  the  difference 
between  them  and  us,  is  not  fo  much  in 
the  degrees  of  the  aids ,  as  in  the  diligence 
of  employing  them.  Let  us  therefore ,  as 
the  Apoftle  zdyiksytiftup  the  hands  which 
'  hangaown, and thefeeA/eknees^Hch.  11.1%. 
and  with  a  noble  emulation  follow  thofe 
heroic  patterns  they  have  fet  us.  And  fince 
we  fee  that  even  thofe  Favorites  of  hea- 
ven ,  have  fmarted  fo  feverely ,  let  us  never 
dream  of  an  immunity ;  but  when  ever  we 
find  our  felves  inclining  to  any  fuch  flat- 
tering hope ,  let  every  one  of  us  upbraid 
our  telves  in  thofe  terms  the  ^^ewj*  did  our 
Savior,-^r^  thm greater  thenAbraham^and 
the^rofhetSy  whim  makefi  thou tfy /elf  ? 
Joh.  8. 5'x.    Nay  we  may  defcend  lower 
and  take  in  not  onlv  all  the  inferior  Saints 
of  former  times ,   out  all  thofe  our  con- 
temporaries in  fufferings ,  which  are  moft 
within  our  view ,  and  may  ask  the  Apo- 
flles  c^d}i\on,what  then? are  we  better  then 
they  ?  Rom.  3.9.  If  we  think  we  are ,  *tis 
certain  we  are  fo  much  worfe  by  that  in- 
folence ;  and  if  we  confefs  we  are  not ,  up- 
on 
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on  what  fcorecanwc  pretend  to  be  better 
treated  ?  To  conclude ,  let  us  not  pore 
only  upon  our  peculiar  evils ,  but  atten- 
tively look  about  us ,  and  confider  what 
others  endure  :  and  fince  in  frolics  we 
c^n  fport  our  felves  witii  many  tineafi- 
nefles  for  company  fake ,  let  us  not  be 
more  pufiUanimous  in  our  foberer  moods , 
but  every  man  cheerfiilly  take  has  turn  in 
bearing  the  common  burden  of  morta- 
lity ,  till  we  put  off  both  it  and  its  appfcn- 
dages  together ,  when  this  mortal  fiiaU 
put  on  immortality ,  i  Cor.  15. 5*4:  . 
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Sect.    X. 


Offarticular  Aids  for  the  gaining 

of  Contentment.  . 


i.  TTTE  have  now  paft  thro  all  thofe 
W  confidcratipns  we  at  firft  pro- 
I)6fed7  arid  may  truft  the  confidering  Rea- 
der to  make  his  own  coUedions :  yet  be- 
caufe  impatience  is  the  vice  that  has  bin 
all  this  while  arraigned  ,1  am  to  fore-fee 
if  poflible  ,  that  thofe  who  hjive  the 
greateft  degree  of  that,  may  be  the  leaft 
willing  to  attend  the  whole  procefs;  and 
therefore  I  think  it  may  not  be  amifs ,  for 
their eafe  to  fuit  and  reduce  all  into  ibme 
jhort  direft ions  and  rules  for  the  acquir- 
ing contentment.  . 

X.  The  firft  and  moft  fundamental  is, 
the  mortifying  our  pride ,  which  as  it  is 
the  feminary  of  moft  fins ,  fo  efpectally 
this  o/repining.  Men  that  are  highly  a- 
pihion'dof  themfelves  are  commonly  un- 
latisfiable :  for  how  well  foever  they  are 
treated ,  they  ftill  think  it  ftiorC  of  their 
merits.  Princes  have  often  experimented 

this 
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this  in  thofc  who  have  don  them  fignal 
fervices ;  but  God  finds  it  in  thofe  who 
have  don  him  none,  and  we  expeA  he  fliall 
difpenfe  to  us  according  to  thofe  falfe 
eftimates  we  put  upon  our  felves.  There- 
fore he  that  afpires  to  Content ,  mull  firft 
take  truer  mefures  of  himfelf ,  aud  confi- 
derthat  ash^  was  nothing  till  God  gave 
him  a  being ,  fo  all  that  he  can  produce 
from  that  being ,  is  Gods  by  original  right, 
and  therefore  can  pretend  to  nothing  of 
reward ;  fo  that  whatever  he  receives ,  is 
ilill  upon  die  account  of  a  new  bounty  ; 
and  to  complain  that  he  has  no  mbre,  is 
like  the  mijrmurs  of  an  unthankful  debtor, 
who  would  (till  encreafe  thofe  fcoros 
which  he  knows  he  can  never  pay. 

3.  In  the  fecond  place,  let  every  man 
confider  how  many  blcffings  (  notwith- 
ftandinghisnoclaimtoany  )  he  daily  en- 
joies ;  and  whether  thofe  he  fo  impatiently 
raves  after  be  not  much  inferior  to  them. 
Nay  let  him  askhis  own  heart ,  whether 
he  would  quit  all  thofe  he  has ,  for  them 
he  wants ;  and  if  he  would  not  (  as  I  fup- 
pofe  no  man  in  his  wits  would ,  thofe  wits 
being  part  of  the  patter)  let  him  then  judg 
how  unreafonable  his  repinings  are,  when 
himfelf  confeffes  he  has  the  better  partdf 

Z  %  world- 
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Avocldly  happiness  ^  and  never,  any  maa 
livinghadall. 

4.  I N  the  third  pjace  tlierefore  let  him 
fccure  his  duty  of  thankfulnefs  for  thofc 
good  things  he  hatb»  and  that  willinfeh- 
fibly  undermine  his  impatiencies  for  the 
reft »  it  being  impoilible  to  be  at  once 
thankfui  and  murmuring-  To  this  pur- 
poff^ic  Were  very  well,  if  he  would  keep 
a  ibkmn  catalogue  of  all  the  bounties-,, 
prote Atons ,.  and  deliverances  he  has  rc*- 
jceiv'd  ftgm  Gods  hand,  and  every  night 
^examin  what  acceiTions  that  day  has  ' 
.brought  to  the  fum :  and  he  that  did  this , 
,Would  undoubtedly  find  ib  many  incit 
,tions  f o  gratkude ,  that  all  thofe  to  dit 
content , would  be  ftifled  in  the  croud. 
fAndfince  acknowledgment  of  Gods  mer- 
cies is  all  the  tribute  lie  exa<5ls  for  them, 
-we  muft  certainly  look  on  that  as  an  in- 
difpenfable  duty;  and  therefore  he  that 
.finds  that  God  iliortens  his  liand ,  flops 
the  efflux  of  his  bounty  towards  him , 
ihould  refled:  onhimfelf,  whether  he  be 
not  behind  in  thafhpmage  by  which  he 
Jbolds ,  and  have  not  by  his  unthankful- 
nefs  turned  away  good  things  from  him ,  Efa. 
59,8.  And  if  he  find  it  fo  (as  who  alas 
isthere  that  may  not  ?  )  be  cannot  fare  fot 

fhame 
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fliame  complain ,  but  muft  in  prudenfce 
reinforce  his  gratitude  for  what  is  left, 
as  the  beft  means  to  recover  what  he  has 

loft. 

5*.  But  his  muriiiufs  will y 6t be mof c 
amazingly  filenc'd ,  if  in  the  fourth  place 
he  compares  the  good  things  he  enjoies 
with  the  ill  he  has  don.  Certainly  this  is  a 
moft  infallible  cure  forourimpatiencies, 
the  hotieft  man  living  being  able  to  ac- 
cufe  himfelf  of  fuch  fins ,  a$  would  ac- 
cording to  all  human  mefures  of  equity 
fof  fcit  all  bleflings ,  &  pull  down  a  greater 
weight  of  judgment  then  the  moft  mife- 
rabie  groan  under.  Therefore  as  before 
I  advifed  to  keep  a  catalogue  of  benefits 
received ,  fo  here  it  would  be  of  ufc  to  draw 
up  one  of  fins  committed.  And  doubtlefs 
he  that  confronts  the  one  with  the  other, 
cannot  but  be  aftoniihed  to  find  them 

r 

both  fo  numerous,  equally  wondring  at 
Gods  mercy  in  continuing  his  blefling? , 
in  defpight  of  all  his  provocations,  and 
at  his  own  bafenefs  in  continuing  his  pro- 
vocations ,  in  defpight  of  all  thofe  blef- 
fings.  Indeed  'tis  nothine  but  our  affe- 
i5ted  ignorance  of  our  own  demerits ,  that 
makes  it  poffible  for  us  to  repine  under 
the  fevereft  of  Gods  difpcnfations.  Would 

wc 


« 


i8x        The  Art  of  Contentment. 


we  but  ranfack  our  hearts ,  and  fee  all  the 
abominations  that  lie  there ,  nay  would 
the  moft  of  us  but  recoUeft  thofe  bare-' 
fac'd  crimes  w*  even  the  world  can  wit^ 
nefs  againft  us ,  we  ihould  find  more  then 
enough  to  balance  the  heavieftof  ourpref- 
fures.  When  therefore  by  our  impatient 
ftijigiings  we  fret  and  gall  out  felves  uq-* 
der  our  burdens «  let  us  interrogate  our 
fouls  in  the  words  of  the  Prophet ,  fFfy 
Joth  a  living  mdncm^lain^  a  man  fir  the 
funijhment  of  his  fin  ?  Let  us  not  fpend  our 
breath  in  murmurs  and  out-cries ,  wliicli 
will  only  Icrve  to  provoke  more  ftripes : 
l^ut  kt  us  fearch  and  try  our  waieSy  and 
turn  again  t$  the  Lfird^  Lam.  3.39.  dili- 
gently feek  out  that accur/ed thin^'which 
has  caufed our  difcomfeiture »  JoiTiS.  and 
by  the  removal  of  that,  prepare  the  way 
for  the  accefs  of  mercy.  But  alas  how 
prepofterous  a  method  do  we  take  in  our 
affliftion^  ?  We  accufe  every  thing  but 
what  we  ought ,  furioufly  fly  at  all  the  fe- 
cond  caufes  of  our  calamity »  n^y  too  of- 
ten at  the  firft  by  ihipious  dilputes  of  pro- 
vidence, and  in  the  mean  time,  as  JoB 
fpeaks ,  the  root  of  the  matter  is  found  in  us , 
Job.  19.  x8.  We  ihelter  and  proteft  in 
our  bofoms  the  real  Author  of  ourmife- 
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ties.  The  true  waythcn  to  allay  the  fenfe 
of  our  fufferings ,  is  to  iharpen  that  of  our 
dns  •  The  prodigal  thought  the  meanefl: 
condition  in  his  fathers  ramily  a  prefer- 
ment ,  Make  me  one  of  thy  hired  Jervants : 
Luk.  1 5. 10.  And  if  we  have  his  penitence ; 
we  ihall  nave  his  fubmiffion  alfo,  and 
calmly  attend  Gods  dilpofals  of  us.        / 

6.  As  every  nianin  hisafHiAionsisto 
look  inward  on  his  own  heart ,  fo  alfb  up* 
ward  and  confider  by  whofe  providence 
all  t\cnts  are  ordered.  Is  there  any  evil 
{i.e.  oi  i^xiniihmtnt)  in  the  city  ^  and  the 
Lard  bath  not  don  it  ?  Am.  3 . 6.  and  what 
are  we  worms  that  we  fhould  difpute  with 
him?  Shall  a  man  contend  with  bisMaker? 
Let  ^tfotjherdfirive  with  the  fotjherds 
of  the  earth ,  Ifa.  45^ .  9 .  And  as  his  power  is 
not  to  be  control'd,  fo  neither  is  hisjQ- 
flice  to  be  impeached.  Shallnot  thejudg  of 
all  the  earth  do  rightl  Gen.  i%.%f.  And 
where  we  can  neither  refift  nor  appeal, 
what  have  we  to  do  but  humbly  to  fnh^ 
mit?  Nor  are  we  only  compelled  to  it  by 
neceflity,  but  induced  and  invited  by  in- 
tereft ,  fmce  his  difpehfations  aredire<fted 
not  barely  to  aflert  his  dominion ,  Jbutto^ 
evidence  his  paternal  care  over  us.  He 
difcerns  our  needs »  and  iaccordingly  ap*' 

plies 
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plies  to  us.  The  benignity  of  his  nature 
permits  him  not  to  take  delight  in  our  di* 
ftrefles ,  he  doth  not  affiiB  wilUngly ,  nor 
grieve  the  children  of  men ,  "^Lam.  3.33.  and 
therefor^  when  ever  he  adminiflers  to  us 
a  bitter  cup,  we  may  be  fure  the  ingredi- 
ents are  medicinal ,  and  fuch  as  our  infir- 
mities require.  He  dares  not  truft  our  in- 
temperate appetites  with  unmixt  profpe- 
riti^s  ^  the  lufliioufnefs  whereot  tho  it 
may  pleafe  our  palats ,  yet  like  St.  Johns 
book.  Rev .10. 9.  that  bony  in  the  mouth 
may  prove gallin  the  bowels ,  ingender  the 
mod  fatal  difeafes.  Let  us  therefore  in 
our  calamities  not,  conjult  with  Jlefh  and 
bloody  Gal.  I.  16  (which  the  more  it  is 
bemoan'd ,  the  more  it  complains )  but 
look  to  the  hand  that^  ftrikes ;  and  affure 
our  felyes ,  that  thp  ilripes  are  tiot  rpore 
fevere ,  then  he  fee's  necefTary  in  order  to 
our  good:  and  fitice  they  are  fo,  they 
ought  in  reafon  to  be  our  choices  as  well 
as  nis;and  not  only  Religion ,  but  felf-love 
will  promt  us  to  fay ,  with  old  jE/y,  it  is  the 
Lord:,  let  him  dawhatfeemeth  him  good. 
I  Sam»3.  II.  Butt  alas  we  do  not  under uand 
what  is  our  interefl: ;  becaufe  we  do  not 
tightly  underftandwhac  we  are  our  felve^. 
Wc  confidei:  our  felves  merely  in  our  ani- 
mal 
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itial  being ,  our  bodies  and  thofe  fenfitive 
faculties  vefted  in  them ,  and  when  we  ard 
invade^  there ,  wfe  think  ivc  are  undoii , 
tho  that  breach  be  made  ofily  to  relieve 
that  dinner  part  within  us ,  befieged  and 
opprefl  with  the  flefh  about  it  (  for  fo  God 
knows  it  too  often  is; )  or  if  we  do  not  tOn- 
fider  it  in  that  notion  of  an  enemy,  yet 
at  the  utmoft  eftimate ,  theJjddy  iS  to  the 
foul  but  as  the  garment  to  the  body,  a 
decent  cafe  to  cover :  now  what  man  (  not 
ftark  frantic  )  would  not  rather  have  his 
clothes  cut  then  his  flefh  ?  and  then  by  thcf 
rate  of  proportion ,  we  may  well  queftion 
our  own  fobriety ,  when  we  rtpihe  that 
our  fouls  arc  fecur'd  at  the  coft  of  Our  bo- 
dies ^  and  that  is  certainly  the  wbrft ,  the 
unkindeft  defign  i  that  God  has  Upon  us  % 
and  our  impatient  refinances  ferve  orily 
to  fruftrate  the  kind ,  and  medecinal  part 
of  affliAions ,  but  will  not  at  all  tefcue  US 
from  the  feverq;    Our  murmurings  miy 
ruine  our  fouls ,  but  will  never  avfert  any 
of  oUir  outward  calamities. 

7;  A  feyenth  help  to  coiiteiitment  is  to 
have  a  right  eftimate  of  the  world ,  &  thfe 
common  ftate  of  huriianity:  td  confide t 
the  world  but  as  a  ftige  and  our  felves  but 
as  aftors ,  and  td  tcfolve  that  \t  is  very  litf- 

A  a  tl« 


i86         The  Ar;  of  Contentment. 

^Ic  material  what  part  wp  play  fq  we  dp 
it  well.  A  Comedian  may  get  as  much  ap- 
plaufe  by  acting  the  flave  as  the  conque- 
rqr,  and  he  that  a(^s  tl^e  one  to  day , may  to 
inqrrow  reyerfe  the  part ,  &  perfon^te  t}\ti 
pther.  So  great  are  the  viciilitudes  of  the 
wqrld,  ths^t  there  is  nq  building  any  firm 
);)qpes  upon  it.  All  the  certainty  we  have 
of  it ,  is ,  that  in  every  conditiqn  it  has  its 
uneafinefTes ;  fo  that  when  we  coiirt  ^ 
change,  we  rather  feek  to  vary  then  end 
pur  miferies.    A<^d  certainly  he  that  has 
well  impreft  upon  his  n^ind  thevaqity^ 
vexation  of  the  world ,  cannot  be  mucH 
furprifed  at  any  thing  that  befalls  him  ii| 
it.    We  expeft  no  more  qJF  any  thing 
but  to  do  its  kind ,  and  we  niay  as  well  be 
angry  th^t  we  cannot  bring  the  lions  to 
pur  cribs ,  or  fix  the  wind  to  a  certain 
point ,  as  that  we  cannot  fecure  pur  felves 
from  dangers  anddifappointmentsihthi^ 
trough  and  mutable  world.  We  arc  therq- 
jFore  tq  lay  it  as  an  infallible  maxim ,  that 
in  this  vale  of  tears  every  man  mull  meet 
with  forrows  and  difafters ;  and  thenfure 
we  may  take  our  peculiar  with  evennefs 
pf  temper ,  as  being  but  the  natural  conr 
fequent  of  our  being  men.  And  tho  pofr 
^bly  we  ipay  every  one  think  himfelf  to 

have 
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kive  a  doubk  {Gordon ,  yet  that  is  ufuall/ 
from  the  deceitful  cdmpairifon  We  make 
6f  out  U\'^t%  with  Others.  We  take  th« 
magnifying  glades  df  difcontent  and  envy 
when  wfe  view  our  own  miferies  h,  others 
felicities,  biit  look  on  our  enjoiments 
and  their  fufferings  thro  the  contraAiiig 
optids  of  ingratitude  dnd  incompaffion  i 
and  wkilft  we  do  thiis ,  ^tis  impolfible  but 
We  tnttft  foment  oUr  own  dillatisfsli^ons. 
He  thdt  will  conipare  to  good  purpblb « 
muft  do  it  hon^llly  and  uneerely »  and 
^iew  his  neighbdrs .  calamities  with  ^t 
fame  attention  he  do*s  his  own »  aftd  his 
dwii  comforts  with  the  fame  he  do's  his 
neighbors ;  dnd  then  maiiy  of  the  great! 
feemin^  ine4ualities  would  itoine  prettj^ 
fieet  i  level. 

8-  But  eVen  whetetheyddnot,  Itlri 
the  ^^  blace  deferves  however  to  be  don- 
lider'd  now  ill  n^ur'd  a  thing  it  is ,  fot^ 
atiy  rapi  ta  think  himfelf  iiidre  niifetable 
becaufe  another  is  happy  f  and  yet  this  Is 
the  vtty  thirig ,  by  whidh  alotie  many  mert 
have  made  themlelves  wtetched :  for  ma-^ 
ny  have  created  wants ,  riierely  from  th<i 
envious  contciliplitidn  df  othet  meris  a-^ 
bunddnce.  And  indeed  there  is  nothing 
More  difingenuous«  or  (go  to  higher)  nioW 
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Piabolical.  Lucifer  was  happy  enough 
in  his  original  (late ,  yet  couldnot  think 
himfelf  fo  becaufe  he  ysfzsvot  like  the  mojl 
high  Ifa.  14. 14.,  And  when  by  that  info- 
lent  ambition  he  had  forfeited  blifs ,  it  has 
ever  fince  bin  »n  aggravation  of  his  tor- 
ment ,  that  mankind  is  afTumed  to  a  capa- 
city .of  it ;  ^nd  accordingly  he  makes  it 
the  defign  of  his  envious  induftry  to  de- 
feat him.  Now  how  perfeftly  are  the  two 
firll  parts  of  this  copy  tranfcriby,by  thofe 
who  firft  cannot  be  fatisfied  with  any  in- 
ferior degree  of  profperity ,  and  then  whet 
;heir  impatiencies  with  other  mens  enjoi- 
irients  of  what  they  cannot  attain?  And 'tis 
much  to  be  doub  ted,that  they  who  go  thus 
far  may  compleat  the  parallel^  and  endea- 
vor when  they  have  opportunity  to  un- 
dermine thit  happinefs  they  ejivy. There- 
fore fincc  Satan  is  fo  apt  to  jmprefs  his 
whole  image,  where  he  has  drawn  any  of 
his  lineaments^  it  concerns  us  warily  to 
guard  our  felves ,  and  by  a  Chri ftian  fym- 
pathy  with  om3tcti\\tQnyrejoice  with  them 
that  dt)  rejoice,  Kom.  ix.  ij.  make  the 
comforts  of  others  a^  allay ,  not  an  im- 
provement of  our  own  mifcries.  Chari- 
ty has  a  fl;rangc  magnetic  power ,  and  at- 
tc^^s  the  concerns  of  our  brethren  to  us , 

and 
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and  he  that  has  that  in  hi$  br^aft  can  never 
want  refreihment ,  whilil  any  about  him 
are  happy ;  for  by  adopting  their  inteireft , 
he  fliares  in  their  joies.  Jethro  tho.  an  a- 
hen  rejoiced  for  all  the  good  God  had  don  to 
IJraeh  Exod.  18.9.  and  why  fhould  not 
we  have  as  fentible  a  concurrence  with 
our  fellow  Chriftians  ?  And  he  that  has  fo , 
will  (till  find  fomthing  tp  balance  his  own 
fufFering. 

.  9.  L  E  T  him  that  afpires  to  content- 
ment fet  bounds  to  his  defire.  Tis  our 
common  fault  in  this  aiSair ,  we  ufually 
begin  at  the  wrong  end ,  we  enlarge  our 
defire s  as  hell ,  and  cannot  befatisfiea.Hzb. 
X.  f .  and  then  think  God  ufes  us  ill ,  if  he 
do  not  fill  our  infatiable  appetites :  where- 
as if  we  would  confine  our  expectations  to 
thofe  things  which  we  need,  or  he  has  pro- 
mis'cl  y  thdre  are  few  of  us  who  would  not 
find  them  abundantly  anfwer'd.  Alas  how 
few  things  are  there  which  our  nature,(  if 
not  ftimulated  by  fancy  aud  luxury  )  re- 
quires ?  And  how  rare  is  it  to  find  them 
who  want  thofe  ?  Nay  who  have  not  many 
additional  for  delignt  &  plefure?  And  yet 
Gods  prpmife  under  the  Gofpel  extends 
only  to  thofe  necefTaries :  for  where  Chriii 
-afr^ires  his  difciples  ^zxthefe things Jhall 

be 
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be  added  unto  them ,  Mat.6. 3  3 .  the  context 
apparently  reftrains  thefi  things  to  meit 
and  drink  and  clothing.  Therefore  takd 
no  thought  for  the  life  uJiat ^ou  Jhall  eat ; 
or  whatyoUJ  hall  drink ,  nor  yet  for  the  body 
whatyOujhallfutoHy  verfeij'.  now  what 
pretence  have  we  to  claim  more  then  oxrt 
Charter  gives  us?  God  never  articled  with 
the  ambitious  to  give  him  honors  ^  or  with 
the  covetous  to  fill  his  bags ,  or  with  the 
voluptuous  to  feed  his  luxuries.  Letus 
therefore,  if  we  expeft  to  be  fatisfied^ 
modeftly  donfine  out  defites  within  thd 
limits  he  has  fet  us :  and  then  every  acceA 
fion  which  he  fuperadds  will  appear  (wha^ 
it  is  )  a  largefs  and  bounty.  But  whrlft  ouif 
appetites  are  bdundlefs ,  i8c  tather  ftretehf 
men  filled  with  our  acquefts ,  what  pofli- 
bility  is  there  of  their  fatisfaftion :  And 
when  we  importune  God  for  it ,  we  do' 
but  aiSgii  him  fuch  a  task  the  Poets  made 
a  reprelehtation  of  theit  Hell  ^  the  filling 
a  fieve  with  water ,  or  the  rdlling  a  iiond 
up  a  precipice. 

10*^  A  great  expedient  for  content- 
ment ,  is  to  confine  our  thoughts  to  the 
prefent,  and  not  to  let  them  loofe  to  fu- 
ture events-  Would  we  but  do  this ,  we 
fnighc  ihake  off  a  great  part  of  our  bur-^ 

deni 
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^pti}  for  we  often  heap.fantaftic  load$ 
upon  our  felyes  by  anxious  prefages  of 
things  which  perhaps  will  neyer  happen , 
^nd  yet  fink  more  under  them ,  then  under 
the  real  weight  that  is  aiftual  open  us. 
j^nd  this  is  certainly  one  of  the  greateii 
lollies  imaginable :  for  either  the  ey  il  will 
(:ome  or  it  will  not;  if  it  will »  *tisfureno 
fuch  defirable  gueft  that  we  ihould  go  out 
to  meet  it ,  we  ihgll  feel  it  time  enough 
when  it  falls  on  us ,  we  need  not  proje<% 
to  anticipate  our  fenfe  of  it :  but  if  it  will 
not ,  what  extreme  madnefs  is  it  fpr  a  man 
to  torment  himfelf  with  that  which  will 
never  be »  to  create  engines  of  tortures » 
and  by  fuch  aerial  afllimons ,  make  him- 
felf as  miferable  as  the  moft  real  ones  could 
do?  And  truly  this  is  all  that  weufually  get 
by  our  fore-fights.Previ{ion  is  one  of  GQd$ 
attributes ,  and  he  mocks  at  all  our  pre- 
tences to  it ,  by  a  freouent  defeating  of 
all  our  fpre-cafts.  He  do  s  it  often  in  our 
hopes :  fome  little  crofs  icircumftance  ma- 
ny times  demoliihes  thpfe  goodly  machins 
we  raife  to  our  fel^ves :  and  he  do's  it  no 
lefs  in  our  fears :  thofe  ills  we  iblemnly 
cxpeded  often  baulk  us ,  and  others  from 
an  unexpeded  coafk  fuddenly  invade  us. 
And  fin^Q  we  are  fo  blind,foihort-fighted, 

let 
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let  us  never  take  upon  us  to  be  fcduts ,  to 
diftover  danger  at  a  diftance(for  'tis  mani^ 
fold  odds  we  fhall  only  bring  home  falfe 
alarms  )  bUt  let  us  reft  our  felves  upon  that 
moft  admirable  Aphorifm  of  our  blefled 
l^oxdi.SufficientuHtothe  day  is  the  evil  there- 
of^ Mat.  (J.  3  4.  apply  our  felves  with  Chri- 
flian  courage  to  bear  the  prefent ,  and 
leave  God  either  to  augment  or  diminifh» 
as  he  fees  fit,  for  the  future*  Or  if  we  will 
needs  be  looking  forward,  let  it  be  in  o- 
bedienc6  riot  contradi dion  to  bur  duty : 
let  us  entertain^^  our  felves  with  thofe  m- 
t!urities  which  vv6  are  fure  are  hot  Chime- 
ra's^ death  and  judgment,  heaven  arid  helL 
The  nearer  we  draw  thefe  things  to-  o\xt 
View ,  the  more  infenfible  will  all  inter- 
medial objefts  be;  they  will  deceive  out 
feiife  of  prefent ,  and  much  more  fore-ftal 
the  apprehcnfion  of  future  evils :  for  'tis 
Our  negleft  of  things  eternal ,  that  leaves 
us  thus  it  leafute  for  the  tranfitory. 

II.  I  N  the  laft  place  let  us  in  allouf 
diftreffes  fuperfede  oiir  anxieties  and  fo- 
licitudes  by  that  moft  efFeftual  remedy 
the  Apoftle  prefcribes,/^  any  manaffllSied^ 
let  him  fray  ^  Jam.  5.  14.  And  this  fure 
is  a  moft  rational  prefcription :  for  alas 
what  eife  can  we  do  towards  the  redrds 
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of  our  griefs.  We  who  are  fo  impotent,  that 
we  have  not  power  over  the  mod  deipi- 
cable  excrefcence  of  our  own  body ,  can* 
not  make  one  hair  white  or  black^zt.^.^  6. 
what  can  we  do  towards  the  new  mould* 
ing  our  condition ,   or  modelling  things 
without  us  ?   Our  folicitudcs  ferve  only 
to  bind  our  burdens  faller  upon  us ,  bu( 
this  expedient  of  Praier  will  certainly  re- 
lieve us.  Call  uptm  me ,  faies  God ,  in  the 
time  of  trouble^  and  I  will  Bear  thee  ^  and 
thou /halt  fraife  me ,  PfaL5'o.i5'.  When- 
ever  therefore  we   are   unking  in  the 
floods  of  afilidion ,  let  us  thus  fupport  ouc 
ielves  by  reprefenting  our  wants  unto  our 

SraciousLord ,  cry  unto  him  as  St.  Teter 
id  y  Mat.  14*  30.  and  he  will  take  us  fy 
the  hand ,  and  be  the  winds  never  fo  boifte-^ 
rousorcontraty.i^tciQtwc  from  finking;  the 
waves  or  billows  of  this  troublefom  world, 
will  ferve  but  to  tofs  us  clofer  into  his 
arms ,  who  can  with  a  word  appeafe  the 
roughed  temped ,  or  refcue  from  it.  O 
let  us  not  then  be  fo  unkind  to  our  felvcs  t 
as  to  ^legledthis  infallible  means  of  our 
deliverance  !  but  with  the  Pialmid  take 
our  refuge  under  the  yA^^iWe;  of  the  divine 
wings  till  the  calamity  be  over-piji.  Pfa, 
5:7. 1.  And  as  this  is  a  fure  expedient  in 
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all  our  real  important  affliflions ,  fo  is  it 
a  good  tcft  by  which  to  try  what  are  fo. 
We  ire  often  pcevilh  and  dilquicted  at 
trifles ,  n^y  we  take  up  the  quarrels  of  our 
lulls  and  vice ,  and  are  difcontended  when 
they  want  their  wiftit  fupplies.     Now  in 
either  of  thefe  cafes ,  no  man  that  at  ill 
confider  who  he  praies  to ,  will  dare  ta 
infert  thefe  in  hispraiers,  it  being  aeon- 
temt  of  God  to  invoke  him  in  things  fa 
flight  as  the  one ,  or  impious  as  the  other. 
It  will  therefore  be  good  for  every  matt 
when  he  goes  to  addrefs  for  relief,  to  con- 
fider  what  of  his  preflures  they  are ,  that 
are  worthy  of  that  folemn  deprecation : 
and  when  he  has  fingled  thofe  out ,  let 
him  reflect,   and  he  will  find  he  has  in 
that  prejudg'd  all  his  other  difcontents 
is  frivolous  or  wicked.     And  then  furc 
he   cannot  think  fit  to  harbour  them, 
but  muft  for  ihame  difmifs  them ,   (incc 
they  are  fuch ,   as  he  dare  not  avow  to 
him,  from  whom  alone  he  can  expeft 
telief.     God  alwaics  pities  our  real  mi- 
feries ,    but  our  imaginary  ones   dare 
not  demand  it.     Let  us  not  then  create 
fuch  difeafes  to  our  felves ,   as  we  can- 
tiot  declare  to  our  Phyfitian :   and  when 
thofe  are- precluded,   for  all  the  reft  St. 

Taut 
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^auls  recipe  is  a  Catholicon ,  Be  care- 
ful for  nothings  but  in  every  thing  6y 
.  praters  and  fupplicaticns ,  with  thanks- 
giving ,  let  your  requefts  be  made  known  to 
God.  Phil.  4.  6. 
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I.  A  N^  ^^w  amidft  fuch  variety  of  re- 
j/xceits,  'twill  be  hard  to  infiance  any 
one  fort  of  calamity  which  can  efcape 
their  efBcacy ,  if  they  be  but  duly  appli'd. 
But  indeed  we  have  gOierally  a  compen- 
dious way  of  fruftrating  all  remedies  by 
never  making  ufe  of  them  :  like  fantaflic 
patients  we  are  well  enough  content  to 
have  our  difeafe  difcourfl: ,  and  medicines 

Erefcrib'd ,  but  when  the  Phyfic  comes , 
ave  dill  fome  pretence  or  other  to  pro* 
trad:  the  taking  it.  Butlihallbefeechthe 
Reader  to  conuder ,  that  counfels  are  not 
charms,  to  work  without  any  cooperation 
of  the  concerned  perfon :  they  mull  be  ad- 
Verted  to  J  they  mud  be  pondered  and  con* 
jGder  4  and  finally  they  mull  be  praftis'd , 
or  elfe  the  utmoit  good  the)^  can  do  us , 
is  to  give  us  a  few  hours  divertifement  in 
the  reading  ,  but  they  do  us  a  mifchief 
that  ihfihitijout-weigh$it:,  for  they  irti- 

prove 
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prove  our  guilts  by  the  incffeftivc  tender 
they  make  of  refcuing  us  from  them ,  and 
leave  us  accountable  not  only  for  the  o- 
riginal  crimes ,  but  for  our  obiiinate  adhe- 
fion  to  them  infpiglit  of  admonition. 

X.  I  fay  this  becaufe  it  is  a  little  too 
notorious ,  that  many  take  up  books  only 
9S  they  do  cards  or  dice ,  as  an  inflrument 
of  diverfion.  Tis  a  good  entertainment 
of  their  curiofity  to  lee  what  can  be  (aid 
upon  any  fubjed ,  and  be  it  well  or  ill 
handled ,  they  can  pleafe  themfelves  e- 
qually  with  the  ingenuity  or  ridiculouf- 
nefs  of  the  compoiure  ,  and  when  they 
have  don'  this ,  they  have  don  all  they  de- 
fign'd.  This  indeed  may  be  tolerable  in 
Romances  and  Play-books ,  but  fure  it  ill 
befits  Divinity.  And  yet  I  fear  it  oftneft 
happens  there :  for  in  the  former  fome  do 
projed  for  fome  trivial  improvements ,  as 
the  embellifhing  of  their  llile ,  the  infpi- 
riting  of  their  fancies ;  and  fome  njen 
would  fcarce  be  able  to  drive  their  ped- 
ling  trade  of  wit ,  did  they  not  thus  fweep 
the  (^ge:  but  alas  how  many  books  of  pie* 
ty  are  read ,  of  which  one  cannot  difcern 
tne  leaft  tindure  in  mens  converfations , 
which  fure  do's  in  a  great  mefure  proceed 
fropt  the  want  of  a  determinate  oefignin 
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their  reading ,  mens  praftice  being  not 
apt  to  be  Icls  rovers  then  their  fpecula- 
tion.  He  that  takes  a  praftical  fubjeft 
in  hand,  mufl  do  it  with  a  defign  to  con- 
form his  praiftice  to  what  he  ihall  there 
be  convinced  to  be  his  duty ,  and  he  that 
comes  not  with  this  probity  of  mind, 
is  not  like  to  be  much  benefited  by  his 
reading. 

3.  B  u  T  one  would  think  this  ihould 
be  an  unneceflary  caution  at  this  time , 
for  fince  the  intent  of  this  traft,  is  only 
to  fhew  men  the  way  to  contentment ,  'tis 
to  be  fuppos'd  the  Readers  will  be  as  much 
in  earnefl:  as  the  writer  can  be ,  it  being 
every  mans  proper  and  moll  important 
intereft,  the  inflating  him  in  thehigheft 
and  mod  fupreme  felicity  that  this  wotld 
can  admit:  y^t  for  all  this  fair  probabili- 
ty,  I  doubt  many  will  in  this  inflance 
have  the  fame  indifference  they  have  in 
their  other  fpiritual  concerns. 

4.  T I  s  true  indeed  that  a  querulous  re- 
pining humor ,  is  one  of  the  moft  per- 
nicious ,  the  moft  ugly  habits  incident  to 
mankind ;  but  yet  as  deformed  people  are 
oft  the  moft  in  love  with  themfelves ,  fo 
this  crooked  piece  of  our  temper  is  of  all 
others  the  moft  indulgent  to  it  fclf.    Me- 

lan- 
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lanchply  is  the  moft  ftubborn  and  untra- 
ftable  of  all  humors ;  and  difcontent  being 
the  offipring  of  that ,  partakes  of  that  in- 
flexibility: and  accordingly  we  fee  how 
impregnable  it  often  is ,  againft  all  affaults 
of  reafon  and  religion  too.  Jonah  in  a 
fuUen  mood  woulojuftify  his  difcontent 
even  to  Godhimfelf ,  and  in  fpight  of  that 
calm  reproof,  doji  thm  well  to  beanffy'i 
Jon.  4.  9.  aver  he  did  well  to  be  angry  e* 
ven  to  the  death.  And  do  we  not  frequent- 
ly fee  men  upon  an  impatience  of  fome 
difappointment ,  grow  angry  even  at  their 
comforts  ?  Their  friends ,  tneir  children , 
their  meat ,  their  drink,  every  thing  grows 
naufeous  to  them ,  and  in  a  kantic  difcon- 
tent, they  often  fling  away  thofe  things 
which  they  moft  value.  Befides ,  thispee- 
viih  impatience  is  of  fo  aerial  a  diet ,  that 
'tis  fcarce  poflible  to  flarve  it.Twill  nurifh 
it  felf  with  Phantafms  and  Chimeras ,  fub- 
orn  a  thoufand  furmifes  &  imaginary  di- 
flreflcs  to  abet  its  pretences:and  tho  every 
one  of  us  can  remonflrate  to  anotMfi: ,  the 
unreafonablenefs  of  this  difcontent ;  yet 
fcarce  any  of  us  will  draw  the  argument 
home ,  or  fuffcr  our  felves  to  be  convinced 
by  what  we  urge  as  irrefragable  to  others* 
Nay '  farther  this  humor  is  impatient  of 

any 
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any  diverfion,loves  to  converfe  only  with 
it  tel£  In  bodily  pains,  men  that  defpair  o£ 
cure  are  yet  glad  of  allaies  &  mitigations , 
and  ftrive  by  all  arts,  to  divert  and  de- 
ceive the  fenfe  of  their  anguifh  ;  but  in 
this  difeafe  of  the  mind ,  men  cheriih  and 
improve  their  torment,  roll  and  chew  the 
bitter  pill  in  their  mouths ,  that  they  may 
be  fure  to  have  its  utmoft  flavor ;  and  by 
devoting  all  their  thoughts  to  die  fubjea 
of  their  grief ,  keep  up  an  uninterrupted 
fenfe  of  it :  as  if  they  had  the  fame  Ty- 
ranny for  themfelves  which  Caligula  had 
for  others ,  and  loved  to  feel  themfelves 
die.  Indeed  there  is  not  a  more  abfurd 
contradidion  in  the  world ,  then  to  hear 
men  cry  out  of  the  weight ,  the  intolera- 
blenefs  of  their  burden ,  and  yet  grafp  it 
asfaftas  if  their  life  were  bound  up  in  it: 
will  not  depodte  it  ^  no  not  for  the  fmall- 
eft  breathing  time.  A  flrange  fafcinati- 
on  fure  , .  and  yet  io'  frequent ,  that  ic 
ought  to  be  the  fundamental  care  of  him 
that  wftiild  cure  men  of  their  difcontents » 
to  bring  them  to  a  hearty  willingnefs  of 
being  cured. 

5".  I T  may  be  this  will  look  like  pa- 
radox ,  and  every  man  will  be  apt  to  fay  he 
wiihes  nothing  more  in  earneft ,  then  to 

be 
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te  cured  of  his  prefcnt  difcontent;.  He  that 
is  pool' would  be  cured  by  wealth ,  he  that 
is  low  and  obiciirc  by  honor  and  gre^t- 
ncfe:  but  fo  an  Hydropic  perfon  may  fay 
hedeiirestohavehistnirft  cur'dby  a  per- 
petual fupply  of  drink  :  yet  ail  fober 
people  know ,  diat  that  is  the  way  only 
to  increafe  it :  but  let  the  whole  habit  of 
the  body  be  reftified,    and  then  the 
thir ft  will  ceafc  of  it  felf.    And  certainly 
'tis  the  yery  fame  in  the  prcfent  cafe :  no 
outward  acceflions  will  ever  fatisfy  our 
cravings,  our  appetites  mull  be  tam'd 
andreduc'd,  and  then  they  will  never  be 
able  to  raife  tumults ,  or  put  us  into  mu- 
tiny and  difcontent:  and  he  (and  none 
but  he)  that  fubmits  to  this  method,  can 
truly  be  faid  to  defire  a  cure. 

6.  B  u  T  be  that  thus  attefts  the  reali- 
ty of  his  defures  /  and  feeks  contentment 
in  its  proper  fphere ,  may  furely  arrive  to 
fome  confider^ble  degrees  of  it.  We  find 
in  all  ages  men,  that  only  by  the  dire- 
Aion  o?  natural  light  have  calmed  their 
difquiets ,  and  reafon'd  thcmfelves  inro 
contentment  even  under  great  and  fen- 
iibleprenniires;  menwho  amidft  theacur^ 
ceft  torments ,  have  ftill  preferv'd  a  fe- 
xcnityof  mind*  and  have iruftrated  con- 

C  c  temts 


^ -^^ — ' — — ^ '  -  -    ■■'■        -^— . ™.»--      I       I  ^^^^^^^^ 

xoz      The  Art  of  Contentment. 

jtemts  &  reprochcs  by  difregarding  them; 
and  furewc  give  a  very  ill  acount  of  our 
Chriftianity  ,if  we  cannot  do  as  much  witl^ 
it,as  they  did  without  it.    - 

7.  I  dfo  riot  here  propofe  fuch  a  Stoical 
infcnfibility  as  makes  no  diftindion  of  e- 
Vents,which,thoithasbinvainlypretend- 
ed  t6  by  many , yet  fure  was  never  attained 
by  any  upon  the  ftrength  of  difcourfe. 
Some  natural  dulnefle  or  cafual  flupefa* 
jftion  mull' concur  to  that,  and  perhaps 
by  doing  fo,  has  had  the  luck  to  be  ca- 
nonized for  vcrtue.  I  mean  only  fuch  a 
fuperiority  of  mind  as  raifes  us  above  our 
fufferings  /  tho  it  exemt  us  not  from  the 
:fenfe  of  theni.  We  cannot  piirpofe  to 
pur  felvcs  a  higher  patern  in  any  vertuc 
then  our  blefledLord  :  yetwefeehe  not 
only  felt  that  load- under  which  he  ky  » 
but  had  the  moll  pungent  and  quick 
fenfeofit,  fuch  as  promtedthofe  earnell 
deprecations  yi^^^^ifr  if  it  be  fofflhle  kt 
thus  cup pafsxytt2L\\  thofe  diiplaceiicie$ 
of  bis  fleffi  were  furmounted  by  the  re- 
*iighation  of  his  fpitit, neverthele/s  not  what 
I  will  but  what  them  wilt^  Luk.xx.  And 
certainly  he  that  in  imitation  of  this  pat- 
fern,  do-s  in(pight  ofallthe  reluftancies 
of  his  fenfi^ ,  thxis  entirely  fubmit  his  will , 

.  '  how- 


ao3 


Sect.  XI.         Of  Refignation. 

■  ■'"■'- 

iiowever  he  itiay  be  fad ,  yet  he  is  not  im- 
patient ;  nor  is  he  like  to  be  fad  long  ^  for 
to  him  that  is  thus  reffgn'd ,  light  will 
Jpring  up\  Pfal,97.  ii.  fome  good  Angel 
will  be  fent  like  that  to  our  Savior  to  re- 
lieve his  difconfolation.  Qod  will  i^i^^^L 
either  fome  outward  allaies ,  or  give  fuch 
interior  comforts, and  fupjports,  jis  Ihall 
counterpoife  tliofeaffliftipns  he  takes  not 
off.  ^ 

8.  Indeed  the  grand  defign  of  God 
in  correfting  us  is  (the  fame  with  that 
of  a  prudent  parent  towards  his  child  )  to 
break  our  wills.  That  ftubborn  faculty  will 
feature  bend  with  eafy  touches ,  and  therer 
fore  do's  require  fome  force  :  and  whert 
by  that  rougher  handling ,  he  has  brought' 
it  to  apUantnefs,  the  work  is  don.  'Tis 
therefore  our  int;ereft  to  (cooperate  with 
this  defign,  to  alfill  as  much  as  we  are  able 
towards  thd  fubjugating  this  unruly  part 
of  our  felves.  This  is  that  Sheba  2Sam.  xo. 
the  furrendrinig  of  whom  is  Gods  expedi- 
tion in  all  the  clofe  fieges  he  laies  to  u^. 
Let  us  then  be  fo  wife ,  as  by  an  early  re- 
figning  it  to  divert  his  farther  hoftilities; 
4nd  buy  our  peace  with  hint.      ^ 

X.  And  truly  this  is  thefwiy  iiot  onlf 
to  gain  peace  with  him^  but  our  felves 
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too  ^  'tis  the  ufurpation  of  our  will  over 
our  reafon  which  breeds  all  the  confu- 
{ton  afid  tumults  within  our  awn  breads » 
and  there  is  no  poffibility  of  curbing  its 
infolence ,  but  by  putting  it  intofafe  cu- 
ftody ,  committing  it  to  him  who  (  as  our 
Church  teaches  us  )  alone  can  order  the 
unruly  wills  of  (inful  men.  Indeed  no- 
thing but  experience  can  fully  inform  us 
**  of  the  ferenity  and  calm  of  that  foul ,  who 
has  refign  d  liis  will  to  God.  All  care  of 
chufing  for  himfelf  is  happily  fuperfed- 
ed,he  is  temted  to  no  anxious  forecails  foe 
future  events ,  for  he  knows  nothing  can 
liappen  in  contradiAioh  of  that  fupreme 
will,  in  which  he  hath  fanftuary:  which 
will  certainly  chufe  for  him  with  that 
tendernefs  and  regard ,  that  a  faithful 
Guardian  would  for  his  pupil :  an  indul- 
gent father  for  Jiis  child  that  calls  its  felf 
into  his  amis.  Certainly  there  is  not  iti 
the  world  fiich  a  holy  fort  of  artifice »  fo 
Divine  a  charm  to  ty  our  God  to  us,  as  this 
of  refigning  our  felves  to  him.  We  find  the 
Gibeonites  by  yielding  themfelves  vaiGTals 
to  the  Ifraelites ,  had  their  whole  army  at 
their  beck  to  refcue  them  in  their  danger 
y^io.(5.and  can  we  think  God  islefs  con- 
fiderate  of  his  homagers  and  dependents  ? 
>    ^         *  No 
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No  certainly , his  iioiior  as  \^ell  as  his  com- 
pafTion  is  concern'd  in  the  relief  of  thofe 
who  havefurrencked  thentfelves  to  him. 

lo.  Farther  yet,  when  by  refie- 
nation  we  have  united  our  wills  to  God » 
we  have  quite  changed  the  fcene ,  ajid 
we  who  when  our  wills  flood  (ingle  were 
liable  to  perpetual  defeats ,  in  thi&hlefled 
combination  can  never  be  croft.  When 
our  will  is  twifted  and  involved  widi 
Gods,  theiame  om;iipotence  whichbacks 
his  willydo's  alfo  attend  ours.Gods  wiil,we 
are  fure ,  admits  of  no  controle ,  can  never 
be  refifted,  and  we  have  the  fame  fecuri- 
ty  for  ours,  fo  lomg  as  it  concurs  with  it. 
By  this  means  all  calamities  are  unftine'd , 
and  even  thofe  things  which  are  mou  re- 
pugnant to  our  fenfitive  natures  •  are  yet 
very  agreeable  to  our  ipirit^ ,  when  we 
confider  they  are  implicidy  our  own 
choice,  iince  they  are  certiainly  his,  whom 
we  have  deputed  to  eleA  for  us.  Indeed 
there  can  be  no  face  of  adverfiwfoaver*^ 
ting  and  formidable ,  which  let  in  this 
light  will  not  look  amiable.  We  fee  daily 
how  many  uneaiineiles  and  prejudices 
men  will  contentedly  fuffer  in  piufuitof 
their  wills ;  an4  if  we  have  really  eibou- 
fed  Gods»  made  his  will  ours,  we  ihaU 

with 
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with  as  great  ( nay  far  greater  )  alacrity 
embract  its  diftributions ,  how  uneafy 
foever  to  our  fenfe ;  our  fouls  will  more 
acquiefcc  in  the  accompliihment  of  the 
Divine  will ,  then  our  flefti  can  reluft  to 
any  fevcrc  efFefts  of  it. 

II.  Here  then  is  that  footing  of 
firm  ground ,  on  which  whofoever  can 
ftand ,  may  indeed  do  that  which  Archi- 
tnedes  boafted ,  move  the  whole  world. 
He  may  as  to  himfelf  fubvert  the  wholes 
courfe  of  fublunary  things,  unvenem all 
thofe  calamities  which  are  to  others  thd 
gall  of  Afps;  and  in  a  farther  fenfe  ve- 
rify that  Evangelical  prophecy ,  of  beat- 
ing Jwords  into  flough-jhares ,  and  /pears 
into  pruning  hooks ,  Efay.  i.  4.  the  moll 
hoftile  weapons,  the  moft  adverfe events , 
ihall  be  by.  him  converted  into  inftru- 
jncnts  of  fcrtihty,  Ihall  only  advance  his 
i^iritual  growth. 

I X .  A  N  D  now  who  can  chufe  but  con- 
fcfs  this  a  much  more  eligible  ftate ,  thert 
to  be  alwaies  harrafled  with  folicitudes 
and  caress  perpetually  either  fearingfu-^ 
rtiri^  defeats',  or  bewaihng  thepaft.  And 
then!  what  can  we  call  it  lefs  then  maid- 
l^tk  6t  enchantment ,  for  pien  to  aft  fd 
contrary  to  their  oWn  diftates ,  yea  td 
^     ''  tlieit 


Sect.  XL  Of  Refignation.  207 

their  very  fenfe  and  experience ,  to  fee 
^nd  acknowiedge  the  inexplicable  felicity 
of  a  refigned  will ,  and  yet  pcrverfcly  to 
hold  out  theirs ,  tho  they  can  get  nothing 
by  it ,  but  the  fullen  pleafure  of  oppofing 
Gody  and  tormenting  themfelyes  ?  Let 
us  therefore  if  not  for  our  duty  or  cafe , 
yet  at  leaft  for  our  reputation ,  the  af- 
letting  our  felves  men  of  fobriety  and 
common  fenfe ,  do  that  which  upon  all 
thefe  interefls  we  are  obliged ; .  let  us  but 
give  up  our  wills ,  and  with  them  we  fhall 
certainly  diveft  our  felves  of  all  our  fruit- 
lefs  anxieties, &  cad  our  burdens  upon  him 
who  invites  us  to  do  fo.  He  who  bears 
all  our  fins ,  will  bear  all  our  forrows, 
our  griefs  too:  if  we  will  but  be  content 
to  depofite  them  ,  he  will  relieve  us  from 
all  thofe  opprefTmg  weights ,  which  make 
our  fouls  cleave  to  the  aitft ,  Pfal.  119, 25'. 
and  will  in  exchange  give  us  only  his  lights 
bis  fleafant  burden ,  Mat.  1 2..  3  3.  In  a 
word  there  will  be  no  care  left  for  us ,  but 
that  of  keeping  our  felves  iii  a  capacity 
of  his :  let  us  but  fecure  our  love  to  him , 
and  wc  ^x^ziztnixvi  di^2X,  all  things  JhaU 
work  together  for  our  good ,  Rom.  8.  x8- 

To  conclude,    Refignation  and  Con- 
t<Bni:ment  are  vertues  not  only  of  a  near 

cogna- 
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cognation  aud  refetnblance  but  they  are 
linked  as  the  Caufe  and  the  ESkdc.  Let 
us  but  make  fure  of  Refignation ,  and 
Content  will  flow  into  us  without  our 
farther  indullry :  as  on  the  contrary  whiift 
our  wills  are  at  defiance  with  Gocjs ,  we 
fhall  alwaies  find  things  at  as  great  defi- 
ance with*ours.  All  our  fubtilties  or  in- 
duftries  will  never  mould  them  to  our  fa- 
tisfadions  ,  till  we  have  moulded  our 
felvesinto  that  plaint  temper  that  we  can 
cordially  fay  ,  It  is  the  Lord^  let  htm  do 
what feemethbim  good.  \  Sam.  3 .  18. 
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I.  np  HIS  fliort  inftitution  of  the  \Art 
JL  of  Contentment  ^  cannot  more  na- 
turally,  or  more  defirably  draw  to  a  con- 
clufion ,  then  in  the  refort  we  have  given 
it ,  in  the  bofome  of  divine  ^Providence. 
The  Roman  conquerors  as  the  laft  pitch 
of  all  their  triumphs,  went  to  the  Capi- 
tol/and  laid  their  Garlands  in  the  lap  of 
yuftter :  but  the  Ghriftian  h^s  an  eafier 
way  to  Triumph,  to  put  his  crbwn  of 
thornes  (for  tliat  is  the  trophy  of  his  vi- 
ftories)  Within  the  arms  of  his  gracious 
God;  there  lodg  his  fears,  his  want^s, 
liis  forrows  ,  and  himfelf  too ,  as  in  the 
beft  tepofitory. 

a.  The  Oofpel  command  of  not  ea- 
ring for  the  morrow ,  Mat.  6. 3  4.  and  beif^g- 
earefiilfor  nothings  Phil:  4.  6.  ntfkedly 
propos'd ,  might  feem  the  abandoning  ef 
us  to  all  the  calamities  of  life:  but  wheii 
we  are  direfted  to  caft  all  our  care  u{)<m 
a  gracious  and  all  powerful  Parent ,  and 
are  aflur'd  that  he  cares  for  us ,  i  Pet.  j !  7. 
that  tho  a  woman  may  forget  her  fucking 
child  ^  that  Jhe  jhouU  net  hcke  cwn^jjim' 
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of  the  fin  of  her  womb  ^  yet  will  he  not  for- 

gep  Ids  children  ,  Ifa,  49.  15-.  this  will 

abundantly  fuperfede  all  cavil  Itnd  obje-r 

ftion.    Whilft  worldly  men  tru{^  in  an 

arm  of  flefh^lay  up  trejure  on  earth ,  a  prey 

iqx  ruB  and  moth ,  Mat.  6. 19.  and  a  tor^ 

mnt  to  thcmfelves ,  Jam.  y.  3  •  thp  Chri- 

itian  has  Omnipotence  for  his  fupport » 

and  a  trejure  in  heaven  ,  where  no  thief 

approches ,  nor  moth  corrupts ,  Mat.  6.  xo. 

Whirft.  bold  inqjiircrs  calT  in  queftion 

Gods  fecrct  will ,  oblige  him  to  their  fub 

or  fupralapfarian  fchemes  /  their  abfolut^ 

or  conditional  decrees ,  their  gra<;e  fore- 

iei^n  Qr  predetermined ;  the  pious  man  with 

aweful  acquiefcence  fubmits  to  th^t  which. 

is  rey^l'd :  refolves  for  ever  to  ohey ,  but 

tievqr  tP  difpute:  as,  knowing  that  the 

belov'd  Difciple  lean'd  on  his  Mj^fters  bo- 

ibme^  but  'tis  thethiefsandtraitorspgrt 

to^go  a|>outt  to  rifle  it.  ^ 

jl ,  :'Ti  s  furely  a  modeft  den^^pd  in  the , 

bfih^f  of  God;  Alipighty ,  rhat  we  ibould 

s|lio\y  him  as  ijwcHp^ivikceinhi&W^ 

as^-?^  Pe W  claiines  i^\%  ^m?%%  s  IP 

l>pl^a5.hothiiiJfe$  b#;^.  p^fiO^sUfhi^pm 

>  '    '  U  'I         '       •         and 
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i2«^  he  doth  it ,  Mat.  8.9.  And  i{  we  would 
.     afford  him  this  liberty  ,  there  would  be 
an  immediate  end  piut  *to  all  clamor  and 
complaint. 

4.  W  E  make  it  our  daily  praier  that 
tjie  Will  of  God  may  be  don  in  earth  as  it  U 
inbean)en\  with  a  ready ,  fwift ,  and  un- 
interrupted conftancy.  As  Ms  Giant-like 
tebellioii  to  fet  up  our  will  againfl:  his, 
^    lb  is  it  mad  pervenenefs ,  to  iet  it  up  a* 
gainffourown;  bedifpleas'd  that  our  re- 
quefts  are  granted ,  and  repine  that  his ,  "^ 
and  therewith  our  will  is- don.    It  were 
ihdeed  riot  only  good  manners ,  but  good 
policy  ,  to  oblerve  the  direction  of  the 
Heathen,  and  follow  God^  not  prejudg 
iris  determination  by  ours ;  but  in  a  mo- 
deft  fufperifiori  of  our  thoughts ,  hearken 
"what  the  Lord  God  will  fay  concerning  us , 
for  he  isjiU/peakfeace  unto  hisf€of>le ,  and 
f  to  his  Saints  thai  they  tuhi  not  again  ^ 
PfaLij.S; 

5'.  Or  however  upon  furprife  we  may 
indulge  to  a  pafHonate  a^ei^ion ,  and  dote 
upbaour  illegitimate  ofF-fpring,our  dearl- 
ing  guilts  or  fbllies  ,  as  ^David  did  upon 
that  Child ,  who  was  the  price  of  ilutder- 
and  adultery:  yet  when  the  brat  is  takerf 
from  us ;  when  the  Chfld  is  defid,  it  will 
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become  us  to  do  as  he  dM ,  rife  from  our 
fullenpofture  on  the  earth,  zndwor/hip 
in  the  houfe  of  the  IsOrd ,  x  Sam.  ix.  xo. 
It  will  behove  us,  as  he  faies  in  another 

,  place,  to  lay  our  hand  upon  our  mduth  ^  be- 
caufe  it  was  his  doing,  Pfal.  30.  io.  and 
with  holy  Job  Chap.  40. 4.  when  charg'd 
witli  his  murmurings ,  Behold  I  am  vile , 
what Jhall  I  anjwer^  Once  have  IJpoken, 
but  I  will  not  anjwer  :yea  twice  y  but  I  will 

.  proceed  n9  farther. 

6.  Socrates  rightly  faid  of  Content- 
ment ,  oppofmg  it  to  the  riches  of  fortune 
and  opinion,  that  'tis  the  wealth  of  nature, 
for  it  gives  every  thing  that  we  have 
learnt  to  want,  and  really  iieed:  buf 
Refignation  is  the  riches  ot  Grace  ,  be- 
ftowing  alt  things  that  a  Chriftian  not 
only  needs,but  can  defire,  even  Almighty 
God  himlel£  He  indeed,  as  theSchole- 
men  teach ,  is  the  obj[e(9:ive  happinefs  of 
the  Creature ;  He  who  is  the  fountain  of 
being ,  muft  be  alfo  of  blefledftefs :  and 
tho  this  be  only  communicable  to  us, 
when  we  havejput  off  xhzzflejh  which  can-- 
not  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God  y  and  laid 
afide  that  corruption  which  cannot  inherit 
incorrupiony  i.  Cor.  \^.  yet  even  in  this 
life ,  we  may  make  approthes  to  that  blef- 

fed 
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(edftaite ,  by  a  As  of  Refignacion  and  de- 
nial oT  our  lelves.    Ic  was  the  generous 
faying  of  iSi^rr^/^x  being  about  to  dieun* 
to  his  friend ;  O  Crlto ,  fince  it  is  the  will 
of  Cod ,  fo  let  it  be :  Anytus  and  Melitus 
may  kill  me ,  but  cannot  hurt  me.   But 
fucn  arefignation  as  'tis  infinitly  a  greater 
duty  to  aChriftian,  fo  it  is  alfo  a  more 
firm  fecurity.    In  that  cafe  'tis  not  the 
Martyr ,  but  Je/us  of  Nazareth  who  is 
thusperfecuted,  and  he  who  attaques  hint 
will  nnd  it  hard  to  Jr id  dgainji  thefricks , 
Aft.  9. 5, 

7.  There  could  not  be  a  greater 
inftance  of  the  profligate  fenfuality  of  the 
IJraelites ,  then  that  they  murmured  for 
want  of  leeks  and  onions  ,  Mumb*  11  •  f, 
when  they  are  Angels  food,  and  had 
bread  rain'd  down  from  heaven.i  Tis  im- 
poffible  for  the  foul  that  is  fenfible  of  God 
Almighties  favor ,  to  repine  at  any  earth- 
ly prcflure.  The  Lord  innyjhepherd ,  faith 
i>avid^  therefore canllacknothing,  PfaL 
13.1.  And' ,  thou  haft  fut  gladnefs  into 
my  heart ,  more  then  when  their  corn ,  and 
wine,  andoilincreafed^iA.^.  7.  &inpaffi- 
onatc  rapture  he  cries  o^Xi^{.'^l.^^.iVhom 
have  I  in  heaven  but  thee :  and  there  is  none 
n^oft  earth  that  Idefiretn  comj^arifon  of  thee? 

tny 
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^fkjbitHdif^  heattfaileth :  but  God  is  the 
fhrti^th  tifiirf  heart ,  and  my  portion  for  e- 
vet.  And  liktwife  Pfal^d.  1 .  God  is  our  hoPe 
dhd  firengthy  a  imyfrefent  help  in,  trouble. 
Therefore  Will  we  not  fear  ^  tho  the  earth 
be  fhoved:  and  thd  the  hill/  be  carried  into 
the  midfi  of  the  fe a.  Tho  the  waters  there- 
of rage  andfwelly  and  tkh  the  mountains 
fhakeattheten^eftof  the  fame.  IfGodhc 
in  the  midfi  of  us ,  wejhallnot  be  removed , 
he  will  help  us ,  and  that  right  earfy.  Let 
us  therefore  poffefe  our  felves  of  this  fup- 
port ,  and  as  the  Prophet  adyifes  Ifa.  8-  ix.^ 
neither  fear  y  nor  be  afraid,  in  any  exigence 
how  great  foever ;  but  beftill  and  quiet  y 
andfanBify  the  Lard  of  hofis  himfelf;  and 
let  him  be  our  feat ,  and  let  hitft  be  our 
dread. 
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PRE  FACE. 

yH  B  Government  of  the 
'fmffte  hat  ever  tin  jufily 
refuted  one  of  the  moU  im- 
fdrtant  farts  of  human  Re-' 
gimeM.  The  Philofopher  and  the 
Divine  equally  atteB  this  j  and  So- 
\om6a :( mho WM both)  gives  his  fuf- 
frage  alp  ;  theferjwafions  to ,  &"  enco- 
tnit^m's  of  it  takirtg  uf  a  confide- 
raUefart  of  his'  book^  of  Proverbs.' 
I /hall  not  therefore  need  to  fay  any 
at  thing. 
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'thing ,  to  JHjttfie  my  chotce  of  t^u 
JffbjeB  9  which  has  fi  much  better 
^Authorities  to  commend  it ;  /  ra-  . 
'  ther  mjb..  ikat  it  had  JWt  the.  (uper^ ' 
addition  of  an  accidental  fitnefi 
grounded  ufon  the  uhiver/al  negleB 
bfit,  it  now  Teeming  to  b^  ati  art 
wholly  out-dated.  For  tho  fime  liheO' 
ments  of  it  mdj  be  met  with  in 
book/ y^t  there  is/carce'ar^f^^ 
Beff  of  it  in  fr^Bice-,  wiherei4loHe 
it  can  be  fignificant\  -l^he  a\ 
therefore  of  revi'ving  it  I  am^'Jkflf 
if  feafonable  j  /  wifh  it  were  half  as 
eajy,  ,    '    •    .       '  •    . 

2.  Indeed  that  sk$ll  wasne^er,rp?ry 
eajy  ,  tt  requiring  the,  greatefi^  vigi^^ 
lance  and  caution  ,  and  therefore  not 
to  be  attain  d  \by\  loop   trming  J^[ 
fits,  the  Tongui  Kfojli^^frjy^.t^^^^ 


k 


V 


TKe  Pcefecc' 

it  ekfydecpaves  a  droujy  or  heedlefi 
guard, .  Nattme  .fiems  to  have  gkjen 
it  Jme  unhaffy  'advantage,  towards 
that.  -Tis  in  its  frame  the  mofi  ready 
for  motion  of  any  member ,  needs  not 
Jo  much  jk  the  flexure  of  a  joints  and 
by  accefs  of  humors  acquires  a  gUbneJs 
too ,  the  more  to.  facilitate  its  moving. 
u4fjd\alas  we  too  much  find  the  effeS 
of  tins  its  eajy  frame :  it  often  goes 
without  giving  us  warning;  and  as 
children  when  they  haffen  ufoft  0 
rolling  engine  ,   can  fet  At  in  facb  a 
carrierey  as  wifir  feofle  cannot  on  a 
fuddenfiop  ;  fo  the  ehildi/h  farts  of 
us ,  our  faffions ,  our  fancies ,  all  our 
mere    animal  faculties  ,  can  thrufi 
our  tongues  into  fitch  dijbrdres^  ^our, 
reajon  -cannot  eafily  reBify.  The  due 
managery   therefore    of  this  unruly 

member  y 
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w^emker  y  may  rightly,  be  efi^m^d  one 
of  the' greateft  myfieries  of  Wifiiom 
and  Verttfe.  This  is  inthnatedr  by  St.  . 
James  ,0  If  ^^Y  man  oBend  hott  in 
word^i .  ik^  fame  is  a.  perfect;  man , 
and  ^le  alfo  to  bridle. the  whole 
bodyi  :Ja.3.  2.  'Tisftoried  of  Bemho 
a  primitive  Chriftian  y  that  coming  to 
a  friend  to  teach  him  a  Ffalnfy  he  be-^ 
gan  to  htm  the  thirty  minth.y  I  feid 
I  will.,  look  to  my  xiraies  >  -that 
I  offend  not  with  my  Toiigne;  upon 
hearing  ofwhichjirfi  verfi  >  heHoft  his 
l^uior.if^ng ,  ThiS'k  enough  for  me^  if 
I  learn  iilM '/  oftght  ;  and  heit^g  af-^ 
ter  fix  months  rebuild  for  no^  conk- 
i*^g  again  i  he  refUed,  that  he  had 
not  yet  learnt  his  fir B  lejjon:  nay  af- 
ter ninteen  years  .he  frofell  ,  thatiti  . 
that  time  he  had  fiarce  learnt  to  fid* 

fit 
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fil  that  one  line,  Igfve  not  this  ith 
fiance  to  difcomage ,  httt  rather  to 
qmckentnen  to  the  ft«dj  ,  for  a  lejfon 
that  requires  fi  much  .time  to  leaffti 
bad  needle  early  begun  with. 

3.  "Bui  ejfeciallj  in  this  age\ 
therein  the.  contrary  liber^  has  got 
Juch  a  prefojfeffion ,  that  men  lo&l^  on 
it  M  a  fart  of  their  birth-right ,  nay 
do  not  only  let  their  tongues  loofe^  but 
ftudioujly  Juggefl  inordinan4es  to 
them ,  and  nfe  the  Jpur  lifhere  they 
Jhould  the  bridle.  By  this  mea^i 
converfationAs  fo  geHeraUy  corrupted , 
that  many  have  had  caufe  to  mfk 
they  had  not  bin  made  fbcuMe  Wea^ 
tures.  A  man  feduded  from  company 
can  have  but  the  Devil  and  hifnfilf 
to  temt  himy  but  he  -that  converfeS  ^ 
has  almofi  as  manyjhares  as  he  has 

h  comfa^^ 
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tompanidns.  Aden  barter  ^k^s:yan({ 
as  if  each  had  not  enough  •>of  his  own, 
growth ,  tran^lant,  out  of  his-nd^bors 
fiil  <,  and  thai  which,  vastntendM 
to  ctfltivate  and'  civili:^e  tbe'^Qkld\ 
bar  turned  it  into  a  ml  Advert  jtnd 
wildernefs.  ^     \   :  '^\\  ;..v./v?? 

j^.  ^^ his  face  of  things ^^l  confefs 
M^ .  not  'Very  -promifing  fo^  p^e  ,iifho 
is. ,  tp  Jblicite  a,  t'eformMidn.,  But, 
whatever  the  hopes  are, \  I.  am  Jure 
thejuifdi  are  great^nough  -to  jujiify 
the  attemt:.  For  as- the  diifedjf  ii^'Efi^ 
4^e:y.fo  a  is  .moi[tak\4^:i  utterly, 
i^POnjifknt  with  ti^M  ^fttre  religion  ^ 
which  leads  to  life.  JVe  jnay  take  Su 
James'j .  word  for  it ,  If.  any  nian, 
feem  to  be  religiQuy  ,  and .  bridleth 
not  .his  tongue  , ,  that  mans  religion 
is  vain  y  Jam.  I.  t6.     God  kffows 

we 


V^' 


\  " 


ykc  Preface. 


r9^^  ff'ak^rkjif  fmch  Relkion  4rHmg'm: 

thelittU\m  have y  tender  that  mter^ 
ly  itifi^ifiCahi\  which  at  the  heB  d^ 
mounts  to.  fa  little.  Let  therefore  thi 
difficulty  and  neceffitj  of  the  task,, 
prevail  ymth  us  to  take  time  be- 
fore fis ,  ""not  to  defer  this  fo  neeeffary 
a  work:  tiUithe  mght  com  ;  or  ima- 
gine thaf.tha\Tongue  wil  he  aUe  to 
expfaie..itr. whole  age  of  guih.  hy  a 
feeble.  Lord  have  mercy  on  mt.  at 
the  laftl  '  Tho  indeed  if  thM  9^re 
/upfofable,  'twere  hut  a.brokjen  reed 
to  truB  to ,  none  kotowing  whether 
he  fhall  ha^e  time  or  grace  for  that. 
Tie  may  be  fkrpri:^d:.mth  an  Oath , 
<*  Blaj^hemy  ,  .a  DetraBion  in  his 
mouth:  utany  have  binfb..  !Tis  Jure 
there  muB  he  a  flying  moment :  and 

how 
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The  Preface. 

I 

'i5o5r  can  any  man  fecure  himfitf ,  k 
(hall  not  he  the  fame  with  that  in 
which  he  utters  thofe  ,  and  his  exfl- 
ringhreathy  he  fo emfloied?  Sarethey 
cannot  think,  that  thofe  incantations 
(tho  hdlijh  enough)  can  make  them 

/hot  free  ,  render  them  invulnerable 
to  deaths  darts  ;  and  if  they  have  not , 
that  or  fome  other  ^s  ftdiculous  re- 
fkrves  ,  ^tis  ftrange  what  Jhotdd 
make  them  run  flfch  a  mad  adven-. 

ture. 

5.  But  I  exfeB  it  fhould  be  oh- 
feBed ,  that  this  littk  defpcaile  TraB 
is  not  proportionable  to  the  encoun- 
ter to  which  it  is  brought  y  thatbepdes 
the.  unskilful  managing  of  ,  thofe . 
poikts  it  dds  touch,  it  wholly  omitr 
many  proper  to  the  fuhjeB  ,  there  be- 
ing faults  of  the  Tongue  which  it 

^  fajfes 


ThcPrcfiicc. 

fojfes  infimce,  T  conftfi  there  k  cd((^ 
enough  for  thu  ohjeBion.  Bm  Ibdie^^ 
if  it  were  fut  to  totes ,  more 
refiive  I  hsd^  /aid  too  muchy  r^tbef 
then  too  little.     Should  I  have  efu. 
larged  to  the  utmoft  eomfafs  of  thir 
*Theme ,  I  Jhould  ha've  made  the  vo- 
lume of  Jo  affrighting  a  hull^ ,  that 
few  would  have  4tteinied  it  y-  and 
6j  faying  much  I  Jhoutd  have  /aid 
nothing  at  all  to  thofe  who  mdfi  heeA 
it*     Mens  florhacs  are  generally  fb 
queajie  in  thefe  cafes  ^   that  'tis  not 
fafe  to  overload  them.   Let  them  try 
how  they  can  digeft  this  ^  if  they  can 
Jo  as  to  turn  it  into  l^indly,  nurifh^ 
ment ,  they  will  he  able  to  faffly 
themfelves  with  the  remainder.    For 
I  thinks  I  may  with  fome  confidence 
affirm  y  that  he  that  tan  confine  his 

Tongue 


fififin  its  othex  yf^curfi^mK  \AU.i.  fyik 

ifcg  pf^  th&  Reader;,  i/,  pffi:.t(f,  Cqmej^M: 
finoere  intentidns^  attdyhi^  $^T^^h 
thejf  few  Stones  4^^  ^^%  f^B.d,^ 
the  name  y  and  withinvmationofthe' 
Lord  of  Hofts ,  may  count^'va^ilthe^ 
malRve  armor  of  the  uncircumciled. 
Philiftin.  ^nd  ma\  thkity  Godovha 
loves  to  magnifie  his  power  in  weakc  - 
ffffi  y  give  it  the  like  fifcaefs. 
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0  F    T*  H ;E 
Government  of  the  Tonguei 


Sect.      1. 


Of  the  Vfi  of  SfeecL 


AN  ar  his  firft  cKatioiiwiiS 
fubltituted  by  God  as  hisi: 
,  Vicegerent  i  to  receive  the- 
J  ht)mage,andcBjoythefer-; 
vices  of  all  inferior  beings  ;  nay  fatthefc 
was  endowed  with  excellencies  fit  to. 
inaintain  the,  port  of  ioyjiSi  an  Empires 
Yet  thofe  very  excellenfiie.s,  as  they  duali-: 
lied  hiA  for^dominipAiT  fo.thcy  unfitted 
A  hini 


X     The  Government  of  the  Tongue* 


lijiflntlEbr  a  fatisCidion  or  acquicfcence  iii 
thofe  his  valfals  :  the  dignity  of  his  na- 
ture fet  hifti  above  the  fociety  or  con^ 
verfc  of  mere  animals :  fo  that  in  all  thd 
poihp  of  his  roialty ,  amidft  all  the  throng 
atid.variety  of  creatures ,  h6  M\iiiem^m!3i 
folitary.  But  God ,  who  knew  what  an 
appetite  of  fboiety  he  had  iiyplanted  in 
him,  judged  this  lio  agreeable  ftate  for 
him  ,  It  is  not  meet  that  man  Jhould  be 
iikmi\  Gen. X.  i;8. :  Afld  asiiJudtCiTmitct? 
fal  frame  of  nature ,  he  ingrafted  fuch  an 
abhorrence  of  vacuity,  that  all  creatures 
do  rather  fubmit  to  a  prseternatural  mo- 
tion then  admicit ;  fp ,  in  this  emty ,  this 
deftiicute  condition  of  man,  he  relieved 
him  by  a  miraculous  expedient ,  divided 
him  that  he  irnightlifaite,  htrti\  and  made 
one  part  of  him  an  aflbciate  for  the  o- 
ther.  r     '  - 

^^i; 'Neither  did  God  take  this  care?: 
Itoj^rdvide  him  a  totapanibn ,  merely  for 
i<he  fefftercourfes  ($f  Senfe  :  .had  that  bin 
the  fbjc  airn ,  t^reneeded  :no  4iew  pro- 
du^^s ,  tibere  were  fenfitit^  Creatures 
eribuf^ :  thfc  d^g^  was  to  ^entertain  his 
fft)i6^r  prthc^l6 ,  his  reafoflf  ,'^ith  a  nfioiti 
e^kt  60iive¥fe  V  a%n  him  ift  ihtimiate  / 
whole  InteUci^  as  miich  correfpond^^ 

with 
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Sect:  X    ,  Of  theVfe  of  Speech. 


widihis  >  ?^s  did  die  outward  form ,;  wljofc 
lieart,  according  to  Solomons  refemBlatice , 
anfwered  his.  As  in  water  face  ainfwer^ 
fMe.  Prov.  x/.  19.  with  whom  he  might 
communicate  minds,  traffic  and  enter- 
change  all  the  notions  and  feiitiments  6f 
a  realonable  foul. 

'3.  But  tho  there  were  this  fympathy 
in  their  fublimer  part  which  difpofed  them 
to  the  mod  intimate  union ;  yet  there  was 
a  cloud  of  flelh  in  the  way  which  inter- 
cepted their  mutua[l  view ,  nay  permitted 
no  intelligence  between  them ,  other  thea 
by  the  mediation  of  fome  Organ  equal- 
ly commenfurate  to  foul  and  body.  An4 
to  this  purpofe  the  infinite  wifdom  of 
God  ordained  Speech ;  which  as  it  is  a 
found  refulting  from  'the  modulation  of 
the  Air  ,  has  moft  affinity  to  the  Ipirit , 
but  as  it  is  uttered  by  the  Tongue  i  has 
immediate  cognation  with  the  body ,  and 
fo  is  the  fitted  inftrument  to  manage  a 
commerce  between  the  rational  yet  in- 
vifible  powers  of  human  fouls  cloathed  ia 
flefli. 

4.  And  as  we  have  reafon  to  admire 
the  excellency  of  this  contrivance ,  fo 
have  we  to  applaud  the  extenfivencf^  of 
the  benefit*  Fron}  this  it  is  we  derive  all 

A  z  the 
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'  the  advantages  qf  fociety  :  without  this 
men  of  the  nearcjft  neigliborhood  would 
Jiavc  fignified  no  more  to  cachi  other  theti 
our  Antt^ddey  npw  do  to  ijs,  All  our 
arts  and  fciences  for  the  accommpdati- 
pn  of  this  life ,  had  remained  only  a  rude 
Ch^os  in  their  firft  ;natter ,  had  not  fpeecli 
fey  a  mutti^l  cqmpariqg  pf  notions  rangr 
cd  them  ^f Q  ord^r,  Qy  this  it  is  w?  can 
give  pnp  ai^pther  nptice  of  our  \yjints , 
^nd  fpllicit  reUef ;  by  this  we  inter changr 
ably  communicate  advifes,  reprpofs,  con- 
folations ,  all  the  neceflary  aids  of  hur 
inanimbecillity.  This  is  t^at  \vhichpof: 
iefles.  us  of  the  mpfl:  valuable  blefling  of 
^uman  life  ,  I  mean  Friendlhip ,  which 
^ould  no  more  have  bin  contrafted  a- 
inongft  di»mb  men ,  then  it  can  between 
|)i(^ure^  aqd  ftatues.  Nay  farther  to  this 
>ve  owe  in  a  great  degree  the  interefts 
pen  pf  pur  fpiritual  being ,  all  the  oral , 
yea  ^nd  writtjS^  revel^tiops  too  of  Gods 
will;  for  had  there  bin  no  language  there 
fiad  bin  no  writing.  And  tho  we  muft  not 
pronounce  hovj^farGod  might  have  evi- 
denced himfclf  to  manl|:ind  By  immediatp 
infpiratipfi  of  every  individual  ,  yet  we 
ijiay  fafeiy  ref^  in  the  Apoftles  inference: 
5^oni/i6.  14.*  Hm  sh^il  they  bettevetH. 
"   '  ^  "    '  him^ 


$  E  cr.  I. '    Of  the  -'Gfi  ofS/>eecB:l^  -^ 

'hifk^whom  they  f^ave  "not  heard ^  aMbow 
'  slfail  they  hear  withmt  ap-eacher  ?   r 

5.  F  R  o  JM.  all  thcfe  excellent  ufes  of  ft 
in  i?eipeft  of  man,  wc  may  coUcft  anothetr 
in'  relatibn  to  Gold ,  that  is ,  thcp'aifim 
znA  ma^ifying  his  gqodnefs ,  a?  for'af 
other  Etteflrs  of  his  Bounty  ,fo  particularly 
that,  he  hath  giyeh  xi*  language ,  ind  all 
the  corffequent  ^dvant^ges  of  it,  Jhis  is 
the  juft  inference  of  the  fon  of  Syrach 
Ecclus,  fi.  ix.  TheLord  hathghuenmea 
tongUe ,  and  t  wHlpraife  him  therewith. 
This  is  the  facrifice  wHich  God  calls  forfp 
pftefi  by  the  Prophets ,  theCaPvesefaur 
lify,  which  anfwers  to  zVLtheotfiations 
put  of  the  herd,  and  which  the  Apoftlc 
makes  equivalent  to  thofe  of  the  J?(W' and 
winefrefs  alfo,  Heb,  13.  is*.  Thiftuitof 
fiur  lips ,  giving  thiinksidhis  name.  To  this 

we  fifcquently  fipd  the  Pfalmift  exciting 
both  iiimfelf  ani  others ,  Awake  up  my 
glory,  I  will  give  thanks  f(nt9  thei  y,  Qpord^ 
among  the  people  y  and  1  will  fingmt$  thee 
among  the  nations.  Pfal.  57.  9,  10.  And 
Opraife  the  Lord  with  me  ^  and  let  us  ma- 
gnifyhis  name  together.  Pfal.  3  4. 3 .  And  in- 
deed'w^io  ever  obferves  that  excellent  ma- 
gazine of  Devotion ,  the  book  of  Pfalms » 
/ball  find  that  the  Lands  makeup  a  very 
great  p^rt  of  it,  6,  B  y 
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6.  By  what  hath  bin  (aid;  wc  i^ay  de^ 
fine  what  are  die  gractd  ufes  qf  i|icech, 
viz.  the.  Glorifyit^  of  (iod ,  and  the  be- 
nefiiinff  of  men.    And  tJus  hclp$  us,  to 
an  iniallible  teft  by  which  to  try  our 
Wo?d$.   Fot  fince  every  thing  is  faiar  ajv 
proTat^le  as  it  anfwers  tlie  end  of  its  ber 
ing ,  what  part  fqeyer  of  our  difeourfes  a- 
grees;  not  with  the  primitive  ends   of 
^j^ch^/  wiJUi  not  hold  weight  in  the, ba- 
lance o^the  £tn(^ary.    It  will  therefore 
nearly . concern  tis  to  ^nter  upoii  this  fcru- 
\iny ,  to  faring  our  words  to  ttas  touch- 
itone :  for  tho  in  our  depraved  eftiraate  thcN 
•Eloquence  of  Language  is  more  regarded 
then  tiie  innocence  ^  tho  we  thii^  our 
wqrdsyaniih  with  the  breath  thit  utters 
diem ,  yet  they  becopie  records  in  Gods 
Court fi  .axe  laid  upri^Jiis  Archives  as  wit- 
nefles  either  for  v  -or  againft  us :  for  he  who 
is  truth  it  fis^  K^^    told,  us ,  that  By  thy 
words^  thodshait  bejufiified^   and  by  thy 
wdrds  tboHshalt  be  condemned ,  Mat.i  z.  3  7. 


Sect^ 


Of  the  JHfig  Speech:  - 


,  _0/  the  tpiamfdd  ^bt^dfi     ■:■ 
_.:.;.::  ■;    S^eeih.  ' ,  ■  ^^'- -'^'  -^ 

i.'^^.Np  now  llhce  the  ordinal  die* 
■  Xiffgns  of  ipeaking  are  io  noble, 
fo  adva'ntageOUS  ,  One  'would  be  apt  to 
cotrdu^e  no  raffoHal  creature  wouin  be 
temt;e^  to  pervert  "i;heih',  fince  'tis  fure  be 
cah^feftitute  npAe'ibr'them  ,  that  can 
equally  t(>nduce ,  kithet  to  bis  honor,  or 

intefeft.' ■;■  ■  .    .    „ 

i.  ^^E  i;  experience  (  that  great  baflElcr 
bf'^jecuiation)  affiwes  us  the  thing  is  too 
pdflfljlfi^-a'ndbtirtgs'in  all  ages  matter  of 
fe<ft  tp  ton'fote  our  fiippofitions.  So  lia- 
ble 'aj'is;  is  Tpeech  to  be  depraved ,  tliat  the 
ScHpft^ii'e  (5cfcrib(S;it  as  the  fource  of  all 
our  btber'ciajravatiPi?.  Original  fm  carrie 
fif^xJilit'at  the  Wib^th  byfpeaking^  before 
it  entredtn  t>y 'eating.  The  firit  ufe  we 
fin3'£^?  to  have  jnade  of  her  language, 
wis  tb  enter  fatly  tvith  the  teniter,  and 
ir6fti^Aat  t6TAco'flri^'a  temtcr  tp'lieriiiif . 
bantf..' Atid  inimed^tty  upon  the  Ml ,  guilty 
J44^itsratts  his^Wfigufe  to  a  ftiV^olis  c*- 
''  '  -  cufc 
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culc  r  wffich  was  much  lefe  able  td  cbver 
his  (in  then  the  ^^g-leaves  wpre  his  naked- 
nefs.  And  as*  in  tlite  infancy  of  the  firft 
world^,  the  tongue  had  licked  up  the  ve- 
ncm  6f^  the  bldJkperitV  fo  hekhcr  could 
the  Deluge  walh  if  off iiithefecond.  No 
fooner  was  that  fmall^  colony  (where- 
with t  the  .depppulaited^.  earth .  was  to  be  re- 
planted )  come  forth  of  the  Ark,  btit  we 
ihcet  with  Cham  a  delator  to  his  own  h- 
thef*,  inyirijiig  his  btethr^n  to  that  execra- 
We  lpe(^clcpf  th^ir  p  jfrehts  hakediiefi.  \ 
;  3VNiQR  did  this  pnly'rvin  in  thchtood 
of  that ,  ac^drfed  Perfen ;  tlie  holy  feed  was 
lidt '  totally  free  from  its'  infeftioh  ^ ,  eveti 
Ac^  Patri^stfchs  thpmf^l^^  were  flot  cx- 
cmt.  \^brdham  lifed  a  repeted  coUuiion 
in  the'  cdc  of  his  wife ,  and  expofed  his 
own  integrity  to  pr^ferve  '  her  chajftity. 
jf/a^r  tbcTieir  of  his  bleriins ,  was  fon  of 
his  ihfirrmty  alio ,  aud  afted  over  die  lame 
fcenc '  up9n  Rebecca's  account/  Jacob 
obtain'il  his  fathers  blefling  by  a  flat  Ik; 
Simeah  ktid  Levi  fpake  not  oiJy  falfly ,  but 
infidioufly,  najdiypdcrirically ,  abufihgat 
once  their  prolq^ytes,  and  tneir  religion , 
for  the  \efrpfting  their  cruel  defignsuppxi 
the  Sicbermtes.  Mofis  tho  a  man  p£,an  un- 
parallcrd  mecknefs^,  iixj^ahunaivij^^^ 


f 


Sec  t.  II.    Of  th  Abufe  of  Speech,       9 

with  his  lifs,  Pfal^  106,  53.  ^aviJut- 

tered  a  bloody  vow  againftiS?i2^^/,  fpakc 

words  Jkoother  then  oil  to  Uriah ,  when  he 

had  don  him  one  injury ,  and  defign'd  him 

another.    Twere  cndlefs  to  reckon  up 

thofe  feveral  inftances,  the  old  Teflament 

gives  iis  of  thefe  iapfes  of  the  tongue: 

neither  want  there  divers  in  the  new; 

tho  there  is  one  of  fo  much  horror ,  as  fu- 

perfedes  the  naming  more ,  I  mean  that 

of  St.  Teter  in  his  reiteratedabjuring  his 

Lord ,  a  crime  which  (  abftracfted  from  the 

intention)reems  worfe  then  that  oijudasi 

that  traitor  owned  his^relation  ^  cried  Ma- 

fter  Mafier  even  when  he  tetraied  him, 

fo  that  had  he  bin  mefured  only  by  his 

tongue ,  he  mig^t  have  pall  for  the  better 

difciple. 

4.  These  are  fad  inftances ,  not  re- 
corded to  patronise  the  fin ,  but  to  ex- 
cite our  caution.  It  was  a  Politic  infe- 
rence of  the  elder  of  Ifracl  in  the  cafe  of 
Jehu  y  Behold  two  Kings  flood  not  before 
him ,  hiyw  then  shallwejiandl  %.  Kings  10. 
And  we  may  well  apply  it  to.  thii ;  if  per- 
fons  of  fo  circumiped  apiety,.havebiA 
thus  overtaken ,  what  fecurity  can  there 
be  for  our  wretchlefs  ofcitancy  ?  If 
tliofe  wjio  b^t  their  mouths  as  it  were 

Bf  with 
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with  a  bridle ,  Pfal.3  94  .could  not  alwaies 
prcfcrve  them  innocent ,  tp  what  guilt? 
may  not  qur  unreftrain^d  licentious 
pongues  hurry  us  ?  Thofe  which ,  as  th? 
JPfaTmift  fpeaketh  Pfalm  73.  9-  go  thrk 
the  wQrld\  are  in  that  unhounged  range 
yery  liJ^ely  tp  meet  with  him  who  walk^^ 
the  fame  round ,  Job.  x.  x.  and  by  him  be 
tuned  and  fet  to  his  key  ^  be  fcrued  an4 
wreftedfrpm  their  prpperufe,  andm^dff 
fubfervient  to  his  yileft  defigns. 

5'.  A  N  D  would  God  this  were  pnly  9 
probably;  fupppfitipn !  but  alas  experiencf^ 
fupplants  the  ufe  of  conjeAure  in  t|ii^ 
point ;  we  do  not  only  pirefume  it  may 
be  fo ,  but  aftually  fipd  it  is  fo.  For  amidft 
tJic  univerfal  depravation  of  our  faculties, 
there  is  none  more  notorious  then  that  of 
^ech.  Whipher  Ihall  we  turn  us  to  find 
it  in  its  prifline. integrity?  Amidft  that 
^finity  of  words  in  wnich  we  exh^uft  our 
bceatfa ,  how  few  are  th|tre  which  do  at 
gll  correfpond  with  the  oi:iginal  defigna^ 
tion  of  fpeech ;  pay  which  do  not  flatly 
pontradici  it?  To  what  unholy,  uncha- 
ritably purpofe$  is  thatufefumcultypetr 
yerted?  That  which  was  meant  toferv^ 
^$  the  perfume  of  the  tabernacle ,  to  fend 
^p  t|i^  ii^cehfcs  ^f  praises  ^d  praiers*. 
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nd^  exhales  in  impious  vajpdrs,  toCdipfc 
if  it  were  poffible  thfc  Father  df  light.' 
That  which  should  be  the  ftbrc-houicof 
telief  aridrefrcihmenttoourtrethrcn,  is 
become  a  magazine  of  all  ofTenfive  wea- 
pons againft  them  ^  /pears  i^nd  arrows  and 
sharj^fw&rds^is^  the  Pfalmift  oftfen  phtafcs 
it  We  do  not  Wy  {ail  by  the  flip- 
periiiefs  of  our  tongues ,  but  we  delibe- 
rately difciplint  and  train  them  to  naif- 
thiet.    We  iend  our  tongues  ai  our  bifwi 

for  His,  is  the  Prophet  Ipeaks,  l6r-9*3  *And 
in  a  word  ^  what  God  affirmed  61  the  old 
world  in  relatioiitd  thoughts ,  istobap- 
pliable  to  our  Words ,  they  are  evil  ana 
that  continual^ ,  Gen.  6. 5".  and  that  which 
1*ras  intehded  for  the  ihftrumerit ,  the.ai^ 
of  human  lbcicty,is  become  the  diflurber^' 
thepeftofit  '     ' 

^  6.  I  fliali  riot  atteiftt  a  particuldt  dif- 
duflioii  of  all  the  vites  of  thetoricue:  \i 
doth  indeed  pals  all  Geography  to  dra^ai^ 
exaft  Map  of  that  world  of  tniquity ,  a4 
St.  Jamis  calls  it,  I  lliall  only  draw  tli^ 
greater  lines,aficl  4iliribute  it  iritb  its  brifi- 
cipal  and  liiore'tminehtpartS,  Vliicha^^ 
^irtiiigUiftiible  as  they  relate  to  God ,  bur 
Neighbor,  land  pur  felyes:  In  each  b| 
Hiicli  I  &a{l'iathct  mWaft 

b  z  way 
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way  ofinftance,  then  attemt  an  exadi:  enu* 
meration  or  furvey* 


SiCT.     III. 

Of  Aiheifiicdl  Difcourfe, 

i.T  Begin  with  thofe  which  relate  to 
f  X  God ,  this  poor  defpicable  member 
the  tongue  beiifg  of  fuch  a  gigantic  info* 
lejFice  tho  not  fize ,  as  even  to  make  war 
with  heaven.  'Tis  true  every  difordered 
fpeech  doth  remotely  fo,as  it  is  a  violation 
of  Gods  law;  but  I  now  fpeak  only  of 
thofe  which  as  it  were  attaque  hisperu>n , 
and  immediatly  fly  in  the  face  oi  Omni- 
potency.  Inthehigheftrankof  thefewe 
njay  well  place  all  Atheiftical  Difcourfe , 
which  is  that  bold  fort  of  rebellion ,  which 
ftrikes  not  only  at  his  Autority ,  but  him- 
felf :  Other  blaiphemies  level  fome  at  one 
Attribute ,  fome  another ;  but  this  by  a 
more  compendious  impiety,  Ihoots  at 
his  very  being ,  and  as  if  it  fcornd  thofe 
peice-male  guilts ;  fets  up  a  Angle  monfter 
pig  enough  to  devour  themall;  for  all  in* 
'  /  ferioc 
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ferior  prafaQenefs  is  as  much  outdated  by 
Atheiim ,  as  i$;re|igion  itfelf. 

z.  T I  ME  was  wiien  tiiie  inveihing  4? 
gainit  this ,  would  have  bin  jdiought  a  very 
impertinent  fubjed  in  a  Chriflian  natiqnf  ^ 
and  men  would  haye  repliQ4:^ppnmea$ 
the  Spartan  Lady  did,  when  ihe  was  ask'4 
V^hat  was  the  punifliment  for  adutrerefles  $ 
Tlfere  are  nf>\Juch  things  het^^X^^^ 
amongft  tl^e  moil  barbarous  people ,  \\ 
could  have  concerned  but  fopie  few 
11  Agle  perfons ;  no  number^  ^^  i^^h  lefs  fon 
fiejciesof  men^  having  ever  €3M?lud^dtb<^  . 
beliefof  a  Beity.  And  perhaps  it  #ay  ^aji^ 
this  day  concern  them  as  little'^^  ey er^  fpi^ 
amjdft  the  various  Deities  at^d  wo^ihig% 
pf  thofe  ECfnoter  Rations ,  we  have  ycj^ 
no  account  of;  any  that  renoyi^ceall.  'Ti^ 
only  ^  our  light  h^ath  fo  blinded  us;  2  fo  th^j| 
God  may  upbraid  us  as  he, /did  lirael;^' 
Ttiat^o  a  natmn  changed  their  gnls  which^ 
yet  are  no  [go/is  ?  but  ^]^,:$foph  havfi^ 
changed  theij[  glory  for  thai,  w^ich  dot^ 
not  profit .  Jer.a.jn,  Thisraa<hi?fsiS:n^ 
the  inclbfurc,  the  peculiarity  of  thp] 
wi^oby  their  name&and  infti^^ipn  ihouL 
be  Chriftiansiasif  tliatnatu^A^^ 
71)at  when  tilings  are  at  the  Jkight  the^^ 
imufi  faU  again ,   had  place  .^ere  aU?^ 


•JM 
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Hf^  odt  being  of  the  moft  eicellent ,  moft 
elevated  religion^ were  biit  the  pitparativci 
to  our  being  of  ndne^^ 
{•^.  T I  s  indeed  deplorable  to  fee ,  hoW^ 
the  profcflbfs  of  no  God  begin  to  vid 
fi^rtioers  with  all  the  differingperfwafions 
ih-teligioh  /  fo  that  Atheifm  feems  tobd 
the  gulph'  that  finally  fwallows  up  aU  ouf 
Affts .  It  has  ftruck  on  a  fuddfe^  idto  fuch 
i'  repUtatiortV  •  ths^t  it  fcorns  aniy  longer  to 
fculk,  but  owii^s  it  felf  more  publicly 
then  moft  men  dare  do  the  contrary.  ^Ti$ 
fet  down  in  the  feat  of  the  fcotner,  andi 
fifhct  it  cannot  argue ,  rcjfolves  tO  laugh  all 
Kety  out  of  countenance;2^nd  haviiigfeiz- 
^*  the  ri}iieki  nothing  ffiatl  pafs  for  wit 
ffiaft  liath  hot  its  ftamp  /^  ahd  with  it  there 
^  ho  meitiloffo  bate  an  alloy;  butfliall 
g^  curreiit.  Every  the  dulleft  creature 
that  can  but  ftoutly  difclaim  his  maker ,' 
has  by  itlSfficiently  fecuredits  title  to  in- 
genuity ;  and  fucn  mefures  being  oncd 
euabltflied,  no  wonder  at  its  (holes  of  pto- 
felytes ,  'witpn  it  eives  on  the  one  hand  li-' 
c^ftc^jto^UTenfualinorditiaftGes,  permits 
dhtcm  to.be  a^  muchbeafts  asthey  will ,  or 
citt ;  and  vet  tdls  them  ontjic  other ,  thit 
tbiry  are  the 'more  men  jTor  it.  Stire  'tis  nof 
ftbttge  Aat  a  hook  thus  doubly  baitedf 
l^r.  fliould 
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fhould  catch  many.  Either  of  thofe  a^ 
}\f  rements  fmgle,  we  fee  has  force  enough. 
The  charms  of  fenfuality- ai^P  fo  fafcina- 
ting ,  that  even  thofc.who  believe  another 
world ,  and  the  fevere  revenges  that  will 
there  attend |heir  luxuries,  yet  chufei;9 
t^e  them  ill  prefen^  with  all  the  difmw 
rcverfions.  And  then  fure  it  cannot  but 
te  very  good  news  to  fuch  a  one  to  b$ 
told,  that  that  after-reckoning  is  but. a 
falfe  alarm »  ^nd  his  great  willingnefs  tp 
have  it  true ,  wiU  eafily  incline  him  to 
believe  it  is  fo.  And  doubtlefs  were  A^ 
theifm  traced  up  to  its  fir  ft  caufes ,  thjis 
would  be  founa  the  moft  operative ;  'tis 
fo  convenient  fo?  a  man  that  will  hav9 
no  God  to  controul  or  reftrain  him  ,  19 
}iave  none  to  punifh  him  neither ;  that 
that  utility/  pafles  into  argument ,  and  ho 
will  rather  put  a  ^heat  upon  his  underftaur 
ding  by  concluding  there  is  no  &Ltur^ 
account,  then  leave  fuch  a  ftingmhis 
plefures ,  as  the  remembrance  of  it  muit 
needs  prove.  This  feeriis  to  be  the  origin 
|ial  ana  firft  rife  of  this  impiety,  it  beings 
impoflible  for  any  man  that  fees  the 
whole ,  nay  but  the  fmalleft  part  of  tho 
Univerfe ,  to  doubt  of  a  firft  and  fuprem^ 
l^eijig  ^  ut^tU  &om  the  cohfcioufnefs  oj 

his 


1 6    The  Government  of  the  Tongue. 

his  provocations,  it  become  his  intereft 
thcte  Ihould  be  none. 
•^  4.  T  H I  s  is  indeed ,  cpnfidering  the  de- 
jpravatiort  of  the  world,  a  pretty  faft  te- 
nure for  Atheifm  to  hold  by ;  yet  it  has 
of  late  twifted  its  cord ,  and  got  that  o- 
ther  firing  to  its  bow  we  before  mention- 
ed.   Its  bold  monopolizing  of  wit  and 
reafon  compells,   as  the  other '  invited 
men.    This  we  may  indeed  call  the  devils 
prefs,by  which  he  hath  filled  up  his  troops; 
hien  are  afraid  of  being  reproched  for  lil- 
Ijr.  and  irrational ,   in  giving  tliemfelves 
to  a  blind  belief  of  what  they  do  not  fee. 
And  this  buebpar  frights  them  from  their 
religion ;  relolving  they  will  be  no  fools  for 
Chrifts  fyke  y  i.  Cor-  4.13. 1  dare  appeal 
to  the  breads  of  many  in  this  age,whethef 
this  have  not  bin  one  of  the  moft  preva*  , 
lent  tcmtations  with  them  to  efpoufe  the 
tenet ;  4nd  tho  perhaps  they  at  firft  took 
it  tip,   only  in  their  own  defence,   for 
fear  of  being  thought  fools,    yet  that 
fear   foon    converts  itito  anlbition  of 
fieing  thought  wits.    They  do  not  fa^ 
tisfy  themfelves  with  deferring  their  re- 
fi^ion ,  untefs  they  revile  it  alfo ;  remem- 
6hhg  how  themfelves  were  laught  out  of 
ft,^tliey  eflay  to  do  the  like  by  others.  Yea 
^   '  fo 


^ 
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fo  zealous  propugners  arc  they  of  their 
negative  Creed ,  that  they  are  impcjrtu- 
nately  diligent  to  inllrud  men  fl(l  it , 
and  in  all  the  little  fophiftries  and  colors 
for  defending  it :  fo  that  he  that  would 
mefure  the  opinions  by  their  induftry,, 
and  the  remiffnefs  of  believers ,  would 
certainly  think  that  the  great  intereft  of 
Eternity  lay  wholly  on  their  fide.  Yet  I " 
take  not  this  for  any  argument  of  the 
confidence  of  this  perfwafion ,  but  the 
contrary;  for  we  know  they  are  not  the 
fecure,  but  the  defperate  undertakings » 
where  men  arc  moft  defirous  of  partners , 
and  there  is  fomewhat  of  horror  in  an 
uncouth  way,which  makes  men  unwilling 
to  travail  it  alone. 

5.  T  H  E  truth  is ,  tho  thefe  men  fpeak 
big,  and  prcfcribe  as  pofitively  to  their 
pupils  >  as  if  they  had  iome  counter  reve- 
lation to  confute  thofe  of  Mofes  and 
Chrifi ,  yet  were  their  fecret  thoughts  laid 
open ,  there  would  fcarce  be  found  the 
like  afliirance  there.  I  will  not  fay  to  what 
reprobate  fenfe  ibme  particular  p^rfons 
may  have  provoked  God  to  deliver  them  ^ 
but  in  the  generality,.  Ibelieveonemay 
affirm,  that  there  is  feldom  an  infidelity 
fo  fanguine  as  to  exclude  all  fears .    Their 

C  moft 
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mod  bold  Thefts ,  That  there  is  no  God » 
no  judgment,  no  hell,  is  often  met  with 
an  inward  tremulous  Hypothecs ,  What 
if  there  be  ?  I  dare  in  this  remit  me  to 
themfeiyes,  ailid  challenge  ( not  their  con- 
feieiices ,  who  ptoFefe  to  have  none ,  but ) 
thpir  natural  ingenuity  to  fay ,  whether 
they  have  not  fometimes  fuch  damps 
andshiverings  within  them.  Ifthey  Ihall 
fay ,  that  thefe  are  but  the  reliqufes  of  t>re*- 
jpolTefilon  and  education ,  which  tneir 
i'talbn  foon  diMpateis ,  Let  me  then  ask 
them  farther,  whether  they  would  not 
giv^  a  confiderable  fum  to  be  infallibly 
afcertained  there  were  no  fuch  things 
ftOw  iio  leil^bie  man  would  give  a  far- 
thing to' be  fecured  frdm  a  thing  which 
lii^  reafon  tells  hi^  is  impoffible ;  there* 
fbte  if  they  W6uld  give  any  thing  (  as  t 
date  fay  they  themfelves  cannot  deny 
that  they  would  )  'tis  a  tacitedemftnftrati- 
ttn  that  they  are  not  fofure  as  they  pretend 
to  be. 

6.  I  might  here  join  iflue  upon  the 
wliole,  and  prcfe  them  with  the  «nre^o* 
nablehefs ,  the  defingenucmfnefs  <^f  em- 
btaeing  a  pmfdilion  td  which  t?heir  own 
liearts  bave  ah  inward  feluftattce,  toy 
the  imprudence  <)f  gbverniiig  their  iive* 

by 
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by  thai:  position ,,  whick  for  ought  they 
kaow  may  be  (  nay  they  aftually  fear  is  ) 
£al£^ ,  and  if  it  be ,  mud  inevitably  imnuecFt 
fe  them  m  endlefs  ruin.  But  I  mud;  re^ 
member  my  defign  limits  me  oidy  to 
the  faults  of  the  Tongue ;  and  there* 
fore  I  mud  not  follow  this  chafe  ber 
yond  thofe  bounds.  I  shall  only  extend 
it  to  my  proper  fubjeft ,"  that  of  Atheit 
ftical  talk  \  wherein  they  make  as  mad  an 
adventure  as  in  any  other  of  their  enor* 
mous  prai^ces ,  nay  perhaps  in  fomece-i 
ipeds  a  worfe. 

7.  I N  the  firU  place  'tis  to  be  confider^ 
ed ,  that  if  there  be  a  God ,  he ,  as  well 
as  men ,  may  be  provoked  by  our  words  as 
well  as  decdb.  Secondly  'tis  polfibiehe 
may  be  more.  Our  ill  d^ods  may  be  don 
upon  a  vehement  impulfe  of  temtation ; 
fbme  profit  or  plefures  may  tranfport  and 
huirry  us ;  and  they  may  at  leaft  have  this 
alleviation ,  that  we  aid  them  to  pleafe 
or  advantage  our  {dvts ,  hot  to  ^igki^ 
Godi  But  Atheiftical  words  cannot  be  fo 
palliated:  tihey  are  arrows  diredly  ihoi^ 
againfk  heaven,  and  can  come  out  of 
no  quiver  but  malice :  ibr  'tis  certain 
there^ever  was  man  that  faid ,  There  was 
no  God,  Bathe wiihed it firft.  Weknow 
t  ^  C  %  '       what 
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what  an  enhancement  our  injuries  to  each 
other  receive  from  their  being  malicious : 
and  fure  they  will  do  fo  much  more  to^ 
Qod ,  whofe  principal  demand  from  us  is» 
that  we  give  him  our  heart.  But  third- 
ly this  implieth  a  maliqe  of  the  higheft 
fort.  Human  fpight  is  ufually  confined 
within  fonie  bounds ,  aims  fometimes  at 
the  goods  y  foretimes  at  the  fame  >  at 
moft  but  at  the  hfe  of  our  neighbor:  but 
here  is  an  accumulation  of  all  tliofe, 
back'd  with  the  moft  prodigious  infolence. 
'Tis  God  only  that  has  power  of  annihi- 
lation ,  and  we  (  vile  worms  )  feek  here 
to  (leal  that  incommunicable  right ,  and 
retort  it  upon  himfelf ,  and  by  an  anti- 
creative  power  would  unniake  him  who 
has  made  us.  Naylaftly,  by  this  we  have 
not  only  the  utmoft  guut  of  fmgle  rebels , 
but  we  become  ring-leaders  alfo ,  draw 
in  others  to  that  accurfedaflbciation :  for. 
'tis  only  this  liberty  of  difcourfe  that  hath 
propagated  Atheilm.  The  Devil  n^ight 
pernaps  by  inward  fucgeftions  have 
drawn  in  here  and  there  a  nngle  Profely  te? 
but  he  couldnever  have  hadiuch  numbers, 
had  he  not  ufed  fbme  as  decoies  to  enfnare 
Dthers. 

8.  And  now  let  the  brisk  Atheift  af 

little 
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little  coiifider,  \vhat  thefc  aggravations 
will  amount  to.  Twas  good  counfel  was 
given  to  the  Athenians ,  to  be  very  fure 
^hilif  was  dead ,  before  they  expreifed 
their  joy  at  his  death ,  left  they  might  find' 
him  alive  to  revenge  that  hafty  tnimiph. 
Aiidthelikelmaygivetothefemen,  Let 
them  be  very  fure  there  is  no  God ,  be- 
fore they  prefume  thus  to  defie  him ,  left 
they  find  him  at  laft  aflert  his  being  in 
their  deftruftion.  Certainly  nothinglefe 
then  a  demonftration  can  juilify  thereafo- 
nablenefs  of  fuch  a  daring.  And  when  they 
can  produce  that » they  have  fo  far  outgoa 
all  the  comprehenfions  of  mankind ,  they 
may  well  challenge  the  liberty  pf  their 
Tongue ,  andfay ;  xAey  are  their  own^  wba 
is  Lord  aver  them ,  Pfalm.  iz.  4. 

9.  B  u  T  till  this  be  don  ,  'twere  well 
they  would  foberly  balance  the  hazards 
of  their  liberty  with  the  gains  of  it.  The 

hazards  are  of  the  moft  dreadful  kind » 
the  gains  of  the  flighteft :  the  moil  is 
but  a  vain  applaufe  of  wit  foe  an  impious 
jeft,  or  of  reafon  for  a  deep  confioerer ; 
and  yet  even  for  that  they  muft  in- 
croach  on  the  Devils  right  to ,  who  i$ 
commonly  the  promter ,  and  therefore 
if  there  be  any  credit  in  it  m^y  juftly 
^.  challenge 
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challenge  it.  Indeed  'tis  >  to  be  feat'd  he 
will  at  laft  prove  the  mailer  wit ,  when 
as  for  thofe  little  loans  he  makes  them  i 
he  gets  their  fouls  in  mc^rg^e.  Would 
God  they  would  confider  betimes,  what'a 
woful  raillery  that  will  be,which  for  ought 
they  know  mtay  end  ingnasbing  of  teeth. 

10.  The  next  impiety  of  the  Tongue 
is  Swearing ,  that  foolifh  fm  wliich  plaies 
die  Platonic  to  damnation ,  and  courts 
It  purely  for  it  felf ;  without  any  of  the 
appendant  allurements  which  other  fins 
liave :  a  vice  which  for  its  guilt  may  juftii- 
£y  the  iharpeft ,  and  for  its  cuftomarine& 
the  frequenteft  invcftives  which  can  be 
made  agaihft  it.  But  it  hists  binafTaulted 
fo  often  by  better  pens<,  and  hasihewed 
it  felf  fo  much  proof  againft  all  Homily » 
that  it  is  needlefs  as  difcouraging  a  task 
for  me  to  attemt  it.  'Tis  indeed  a  thing 
taken  up  fo  perfe<ftly  without  all  ienfe  > 
titat  ^tis  tlie  tefs  wonder  to  find  itmain^ 
tain  its  felf  upon  the  fame  principle  Ms 
founded,  and  continue  in  the  famedefi* 
ance  to  reafowt  wherein  it  began. 

11.  All  therefore  that  I  iliall  fay  con* 
cerningit,  is  to  exprefs  my  Wonder  how 
it  has  made  a  ihift  to  cwillii  felf  with  the 
lormer  fin  of  Atheifm^  by  which  aci- 

cording 
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coirdiiig  to  all  rtilesof  reafoningitfeems 

to  be  fuperfedcd:  and  yet  we  fee  none 

b wa  God  more  in  their  o  atfas ,  then  thofe 

that  difavow  him  in  their  other  difcourfe* 

Nay  fuch  men  fweai:  not  only  to  fwfcll 

their  language,  and  make  it  found  more 

full  and  bluftringi  but  even  when  they 

moft  dcfire  to  he  believed.  What  jm  abfur- 

dity  of  wickedneis  is  this  ?  Is  there  a  God 

to  fwear  by ,  and  \s  there  none  to  believe 

in,  none  to  pray  to?  We  call  it  frenzy 

to  fee  a  man  fisht  wit^i  a  fliadow :  but 

fure  'tis  more  lo ,  to  invoke  it»    Why 

then  do  thefe  men  of  reafon  make  fucn 

folemn  appeals  ( for  fuch  every  oath  is  ) 

to  a  mere  Chimera  and  Phantafm?   It 

would  make  one  think  they  had  fome 

Inward  belief  of  a  Deity  ^  whiph  they 

upon  fiii^rizal  thus  blurt  out :  if  it  argu6 

not  this ,  it  doeis  £>metbing  wocfe  ^  and 

becomes  an  evidence  how  much  the  ap-^ 

pearance  of  a  fin  recommends  it  to  them , 

that  they  tiius  catdi  at  it ,  widiout  exa^ 

mining  how  it  will  coniiil  with  another 

they  like  better,  Thefe  are  indeed  whole** 

faie  Chapmen  to  Satan ,  that  do  not  truck 

and  barter  one  crime  for  another,  but  take 

the  whole  herd :  and  tho  by  reafon  of 

their  dUagreeing  kinds  they  are  apt  to 

gore 
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gore  and  worry  each  other ,  yet  he  fiiil 
keeps  up  his  old  policy,  and  will  not  let 
one  Devil  caft  out  aAotber.  A  league 
ihall  be  made  between  the  moll  difcor* 
dant  fins ,  and  there  ihall  be  a  God ,  or 
there  ihall  be  none,  according  as  opportu* 
nity  ferves  to  provoke  him :  fo  aflfum- 
ing  to  himfelf  a  power  which  eveo 
Omnipotence  difclaims ,  the  reconciling 
contradiAions.  And  he  fucceeds  in  it  as  far 
as  his  concern  reaches :'  for  tho  he  cannot 
folve  the  repugnancies  in  reafon,  yet  as 
long  as  he  can  unite  the  iins  in  mens  pra^ 
dice,  he  has  hisdefign;  nay  has  at  once 
the  gain  and  the  fport  of  tooling  thefc 
great  pretenders  to  ratiocination. 

IX.  A  third  fort  of  impious  difcourfc 
there  is,  which  yet  is  bottomed  on  the  moft 
facred ,  I  mean  thofe  profane  paraphra* 
fes  that  are  uiually  made  upon  the  holy 
Text,  many  making  it  the  fubjeft  of  their 
cavils ,  and  others  ot  their  mirth.  Some  do 
it  out  of  the  former  Atheiftical  principle , 
and  I  cannot  but  confefs  they  aft  confo- 
nantly  to  themfelves  in  it ,  tor  'tis  but  a 
needful  artifice  for  men  to  difparage  thofe 
teftimonies,  which  they  fear  may  be 
brought  againft  them.But  there  are  others 
who  not  only  profcfs  a  God ,  but  alfo  owa 

the 
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the  facred  Scriptufe  for  his  word,  and 
yet  ufe  ic  as  courily-iirS  the  others.  And 
thefe  I  confefs,are  riddles  of  profanenefs , 
that  hang ,  as  fome  iiave  pi(R:ured  Soh- 
tnon^  betw^een  heaven  and  hell,  borrow 
the.  Chriftians  faith/  and  the  Arheifts 
drollery  upbn  it :  lanct^'^fis  hard  to  fay  in 
which  they  are  ludberin  earned:.  It  is 
indeed  fcandllous  th  fee ,  towbat  deipi- 
cable  ufes  thofe  holyOracbs  areput:  fuch 
2S  fhottld  a  Heathen  obferve ,  he  vmuld 
iittle  fu^eA  them  td  be  own'd  by  us  as 
die  rule  of  our  religion  r  and  could  ne-  ' 
ver  think  they  wcre^fevtr  meant  fdr  any 
thing  beyondfa  whiteftone  for  wit.  One 
tries  his  Logic  upion  them ,  and  objefts 
to  the  fenfe ;  another  his  Rhetoric »  and 
quanfels  at  the  phrdfe;  a  third  his  con- 
trivance ,  and  think  he  could  have  wo- 
ven the  parts  with  a  better  contexture, . 
never  ccmfidering ,  thatunlcfs  they  could 
confute  the  Divinity  of  their  original  f^ii 
thefe  accufations  are  nothing  elfe  butdi- 
reft  blafphemy ,  the  making  God  ^cb  a 
one^as  themfelves  ^  Pfal.  50.  xi>  and  char- 
ging him  with  thofe  defefts  which  arc  . 
indeed  their  own.  They  want  l«arhi«g;  ot 
induftf  y  to  foundkhedcpth  of  thp(>fefecred 
trcfurcs,  and  therefore  they. decry  the 
U  D  Scri- 
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Scripture  as  metia:ami  poor;  iand  to  ju- 
fiify  their  own;  wifdoni »  difjpui:? .iOods. 
This  is  as  i£  th«  ufcelc  Ihotrfa  c^japlain 
the  fi«i  is  dark ,  /  fciecwfe  he  dweUsluiwler 
grixiiijd,.and;flBC«  eat  hisi  iplendoe.  ,Mcn 
ai!e  ijiideed  tnj  aU  inftances  ^t  tofpeak 
ill  of  ^  things  idiQyinnderftand  not ,  biu: 
in  none  more  th?$n'db*s.  Their  ignorance 
i)f  locall  cuftontfi  Idioms  of  language, 
sindXereral  other. dj?Qamftances  ^  xenifers 
ttiem  incompeteiib  judges , : (as  has  bin 
jexcdlently  evinced  by  a  late  Author. ) 
'TwillichcrcfQri;  befe  tnem ,  either  to  qua- 
lify thfcmfelves  bptter ,  or  tO:  fpare  their 
Ccitictfms.  ButuponUie whole ,;I think 
I  may  challejtige  any  ii^enious  niianv  to 
jprodjLice;  any  wfijingfOi  tliat  antii^uity), 
whofe^hrafe  and  genras  isfoaccommo^ 
4ated  .t0  all  fucceflions  of  ag^s.  Styles 
^nd  waies  of  addcefs  ive knowgi^w. ob- 
foitcte ,  and  are  almtoft  antiquat^ia^igat^ 
me^ts:  iand  yet  after  fo  long  a  tratft  of 
time;,  the  Scripture/muft  (  by  confidcr- 
jnghien)  be  cojofeft  tQ  ipeafe  not  only 
properly  ,  but  (Jfteti  politely  and.  elcr- 
gftntiy  t<»  the  prefeittige:  a  great  argu- 
jneM  that  it.  is  the  di«atc  ofhiinihat 
is » TMfitmeyefierd(jffi%ad^^  efOMv^ 

.S  ^  Q  13.  But 
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13.  But  befides  thefe  more  foiemln 
traducefs,  there  ate  a  lighter  iudicrous 
fort  of  profatiers ,  who  ule  the  Scripture 
as  they  dp  odd  endsj>f  plaies,  to  fur- 
idih  out  their  jefts  ;  clothe  all  their  lit^ 
tie  impertinent  conceits  in  its  language , 
anddebafe  it  by  die  miscture  of  fuch  mi- 
feraMe  trifles ,  as  themfelves  would  be  a^ 
jhamed  of,  were  they  not  hightned  and 
inipirited  by  that  profanenefs.  A  bible 
phraie  ferves  them  in  difcourfe  as  the 
haxit-gbuft  do's  in  diet ,  to  mve  a  relifh 
to  the moft  infipid  fluff  And  were  it  not 
for  this  Magazine  ,  a  great  many  mens 
raillery  would  want  fuppljes  :  for  there 
wet  divers  who  make  a  great  noife  of  wit , 
that  would  be  very  mwe  if  this  one  To- 
pic were  barr'd  tfiem-  And  indeed  it 
leems  a  tacite  confeffion ,  that  they  have 
little  of  their  own ,  when  they  are  fain 
tlius  to  commit  facrile^  to  drive  on 
the  trade.  But  fiire  'tis  a  pitiful  pre- 
tence to  ingenuity  that  can  be  thuskept 
up ,  there  being  little  need  of  ^aay  other 
faculty  but  memory  to  be  able  to  cap 
Texts.  I  am  fure  fudi  repetitions  out 
of  other  hooks  would  be  ttei^ht  pedan- 
tic and  filly.  How  ridiculous  would  a 
man  be,  thacihouldalwaies  enterlardhis 

D  %  dif- 
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difcourfe  with  fragments  of  Horace ,  or 
Virgil,  or  the  Aphorifms  of  Pythago- 
ras ,  or  Seneca  ?  Now  'tis  too  evident  ^ 
that  it  is  not  from  any  fuperlative  efteem 
of  facred  Writ ,  that  it  i%  fo  often  quo- 
ted :  and  why  fhould  it  then  be  thougnt  a 
specimen  of  wit  to  do  it  there  ^  when  'tis 
folly  in  other  inftances  ?  The  truth  is , 
'tis  fo  much  the  referve  of  thafe  who  can 
give  no  better  Teftimony  of  their  parts* 
that  methinks  upon  that  very  fcore  it 
ihouid  be  given  over  by  thofe  that  can. 
And  fure  were  it  poflible  for  any  thing 
that  is  ib  bad  to  gro  w  unfaihionable ,  the 
world  has  had  enough  of  this  to  be  cloi- 
cd  with  it :  but  how  fondfoever  men  arc 
of  this  divertifement » 'twill  finally  prove 
that  mirth  Sohmm  fpeaks  of,  which  ends 
inheavinefs^  Prov,  14.  13-  for  certainly 
whether  we  eftimate  it  according  to  hu- 
man or  divine  mefures ,  it  mufl  be  a  high 
{)rovocation  of  God. 

14,  L  £  T  any  of  us  but  put  the  cafe  in 
our  own  perfons :  fuppofe  we  had  writ- 
ten to  a  friend ,  to  advertife  him  of  things 
of  the^  greateft  importance  to  himfelT, 
had  given  him  ample  and  exad  inftru- 
iftions :  back'd  them  with  earned  exhorta- 
tions  and  conjurings  not  to  negleA  his 

own 
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own  coftcern,  and  laftiy  enforced  all 
with  the  ihoft  moving  cxpreffions  of  kind- 
nefs  and  tendcrnels  to  him :  fuppofc ,  I 
fay ,  that  after  all  this ,  the  next  news 
we  Ihould  hear  of  that  letter  ^  were  to 
have  it  put  in  doggrel  rime ,  to  he  made 
fport  for  the  rahhie,  or  at  the  beft  have  the 
mod:  eminent  phrafes  of  it  pickt  out  and 
made  a  common  by-word  :  1  would 
fain  know  how  any  of  us  would  refent 
fuch  a  mixture  of  ingratitude  and  contu- 
mely.  I  think  I  need  make  no  minute 
application.  The  whole  defign  of  the 
Bible  do's  fufficiently  anfwer ,  nay  out*- 
go  the  firft  part  of  the  parallel,  and 
God  knows  our  vile  ufage  of  it  do's 
too  much  ( I  fear  too  literally )  ^dapt 
the  latter.  And  if  we  think  the  affront 
to  bafe  for  one  of  us ,  can  we  believe 
God  will  take  it  in  good  part  ?  That  were 
to  make  him  not  only  more  ftupid  then 
any  man  >  but  as  much  fo  as  the  headieii 
Idols ,  that  have  eiesandfeenotx  Pfalm. 
1 1  y-  y.  And  'tis  fure  the  higheft  madnefs 
in  the  world ,  for  any  man  that  believes 
that  there  is  a  God »  to  imagine  he  will  fi^ 
nally  fit  down  by  fuch  ufage. 

1 5-,  But  if  we  weigh  it  in  the  fcale  of 
religion;  the  crime  wul  yet  appear  more 
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heinous.  Mere  natural  Piety  has  taught 
men  to  receive  the  Refponfes  of  tfeir 
Gods  with  all  poffible  veneration.  What 
applications  had  the  Delphic  Orack  from 
ail  parts,  and  from  all  ranks  of  men? 
What  confidence  had  they  in  its  .pre* 
di^ion )   and  what  obedience  did  they 
pay  to  its  advice  ?  If  W6  look  next  into 
the  Mdfaical  Oeconomy,  we  fliall  fee 
with  what  dreadful  folentjtities  that  Law 
was  promulged,   what  an  awful  reve- 
rence was  paid  to  the  mount  whence  k 
iiHied,    how  it  was  fenced  from  any 
f  ude  intxufions  either  of  men  or  beafts : 
and  after  it  was  written  in  tables ,   all 
the  whole  equipjige,  of  the  Tabernftcle , 
was  defigtied  only  (or  its  moK  decent 
repofitofy ,  the  Ark  it  felf  receiving  its 
value  only  from  what  it  had  in  cuftody. 
Yea  fucbi  a  hallowing  infiiuefice  had  it , 
as  transfufed  a  relative  fan^ty  evc^  to 
the  mcaneft  utenfils ,  none  of  which  were 
after  to  he  put  to  common  ufes :  the  very 
perfumre  was  lb  peculiar  and  facred, 
that  it  was  a  capital  crime  to  imitate 
the  cpmc^ofltion.  Afterwards  when  more 
of  the  divine  revelations  were  committed 
TO  writing ,  the  Jews  were  fuch  fcrupu- 
lous  revcrers  of  it » that  'twas  the  bufmefs 

of 
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of  tbe  Maforices;,  to.  number  iidc  only 
tb^  felons  and  Jines,  but  even  dbe 
wotds  and  letters  of  ^e  oldTeilament^ 
that  by  that  exa^xalculafion thqy  might 
the  faettet  fecure  it JErom  any  fujrreptitious 
praiStieeSe 

i9«:  Akd  fuse  due  new  TeHament  is 
not  of  lefs  coneef  n  then  the  old :  nay  the 
AnofUe  jdlerts  it  to  of  far  greater ,  and 
wnich  we  0iall  be  more  accountable  for , 
Ferjtfth^t'mordjpeken  by  Angels  wert  Bed^ 
fafii  and  every  tranfgreffimMd^rifedi^ 
enceff^ctived AJuB  ret^an^'ence  ^  iww  shall 
we  efeafne  if  w^  ne^B  fi  great  Sakiatkm » 
idfUA  at  tbejirjl  began  to  be  Jpakento  us 
by  tbeJLMndy  and  waist  ctmfirmedMntQ  us 
^  thmtbat  beard  i^m?  Hek  i.  %i. 
And  ii  i&iin  another  place  thei  inference 
of  the  £aaxii  Apoftle ,  from  the  excellence 
of  dib  .Gdfpel  above! the  Law,  ditan  we 
ihoiiitd ^;i/2ln;r  God  at:eeptabl)i  wkBirkve. 
r^e  ai^gddly  fear ,  Heb.  i x:  x&.  And 
<:ertaidify  ^'tis  but  aniliieilay  of thatrieTe«* 
rencei  :^ttd-  igodly  fear ,  : to  ufe  that  very 
Gofpei;  foiirrevereiidy  :and  ungodlil^  as 
men  now  do.  If  we'.pa&  from  thoApOi- 
flolicr.tQ^;theL  next  fucceeding  agel  of  the 
Churdh  ;'  we  find:  die  Primitive  Ghrifti- 
Bsis  kraldcr  on.thdtfiiiilies  as  thoir  moft 
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important  ttefure.  Such  was  the  out- 
wiatrd  rcf^cfts  they  paiiTto  them,  (of 
which  the  {landing  up  at  the  reading  of 
the  Gofpel ,  ftiil  in  ufe  among  us ,  is  a ^nt 
memorial )  that  the  heathen  perfecutors 
made  it  one  part  of  their  examination 
of  the  Chriftians  brought  to  their  tribu* 
nals,  ff^Aat  thofe  books  were  .^labich  they 
adored  while  they  read  them?  Such  was 
their  intimate  efteem ,  that  they  expofed 
ail  things  elfe  tathe  rapine  of  their  ene- 
mies, fb  they  might  fecure  thoie  volumes. 
Nor  was  this  only  an  heroic  piece  of 
zeal  in  fome ,  but  indifpenfabiy  requi- 
red of  all :  infomuch  that  when  in  the 
heat  of  perfecution,  they  wete  com- 
manded to  deliver  up  their  Bibles  to  be 
burnt,  the  Church  gdve  no  indulgence 
for  that  neceffity  of  the  times ,  but  exhort- 
ed men  rather  tpo  deliver  up  their  lives : 
and  'thofe  whofe  courage  failed  them  in 
the'  encdunter ;  were  not  only  branded  by 
die  infamous  name  of  Traditors,  hut  fepa^^ 
rated  from  thecommnnion  ofphe  faithful, 
and  not  readmitted  till  after  man  jr  yoars  of 
the  fevereft  penance.  -   ■ 

r  17.  I  have  given  this  brief  baOTation, 
with  a  defire .  that  the  reader  will  com- 
pare the  pradice  jo£  formes  tUie^  with 
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thofe  of  the  prefent »  and  fee  what  hA 
can  find  either  among  Heathens,  jews, 
or  Chriflians ,  that  can  at  all  patronize 
our  pro/anenefs.  There  was  no  refpeft 
thought  too  much  for  the  falfe  Oracles 
of  a  falfer  God :  and  yet  we  think  no  con^ 
temt^s  too  great  for  thofe  of  the  true.  The 
moral  Law.  was  fo  facted  to  the  Jews ,  that 
no  parts  of  its  remoteft  retinUc,  thofe. 
ceremonial  attendants,  were  tobelookt 
on  as  common:  and  we  who  are  equally 
obliged  by  that  Law »  laugh  at  that 
by  which  we  muft  one  day  be  judged. 
The  Ritual,  the  Preceptive,  the  Pro- 
phetic ,  and  all  other  parts  of  facred 
Writ,  were  moft  feduloufly ,  ikioftreli- 
gioufly  guarded  by  them :  and  we  look 
upon  them  as  a  winter  hijghts  tale ,  from 
which  to  fetch  matter  oflport  ^d  mer- 
rinteilt.  LafUy  the  firljb  Chtiftians  paid  1 
veneration  to ,  nay  facrificed  theit  lives 
to  refcUe  their  Bibles  from  the  unv^rthy 
ufage  of  the  Heathens , .  and  we  oUr  felved 
cxpofe  them  to  worfe  t  they  would  but 
have  burnt  them,  we  fcotn  and  vilify 
them,and  outvy  even  the  perfecUtots  ma^ 
lice  with  our  contemt.  Thefe  are  mifera^ 
hlc  AatithefisV;  yet  this  Cod  knows  ii  thd 
cafe  with  too  many.    I  wonder  what 
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new  ftatc  of  Felicicy  hereafcerthefemen 
have  fancied  to  tnemfelves:  for  fure 
they  cannot  think  thefe  retcograde  fteps 
can  ever  bring  them  fo  much  as  to  the 
Heathens  Ejyzium ,  much  lefs  the  Ohri- 
ilian  Heayen. 

1 8.  It  will  therefore,  concern  thoft 
who  do  not  quite  renounce  their  claim  to 
that  Heaven,  to  confider  foberly,  how 
inconftftent  their  praftice  is  with  thofc 
hopes.  A  man  may  have  a  greateflacc 
conveied  to  him;  out  if  he  will  madly 
burn ,  or  childifhiy  make  paper  kites  of 
his  Deeds ,  jie  forfeits  his  title  with  his 
evidence:  and  thofe  certainly  tliat  deal 
fo  with  the  conveiances  of  their  eternal 
inheritance,  will  not  fpeed better.  If 
they  will  thus  dally  arid  play  with  them, 
God  wiU  be  as  little  in  earneft  intheper- 
tormance»  as  they  are  in  the  reception 
pf  the  proniifes;  nay  he  will  take  his  .turn 
ofmogkihg  coo,  and  when  their  fcenc' 
of  mirth  is  over,  his  will  begin.  A  dread- 
ful menace  of  this  we  have ,  Prov.  i.  24- 
which  deferves  to  be  fetdo>yn  at  large, 
Becaufe  I  have  called,  andyerefufidj  I 
f^jje  Jlrescbed  out  my  hand,  -and^  no  man. 
rj^arded:  Bui:  .ye  have  fet  at' nought  .all 
t^  cbunfel,  and  "juouldnoneofmyrefrdof'^ 
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J  fdfd  mf//i;  ilM^>&  ^A  jvjwr ,  c^hmty  t-d 
fwiU  mock  \wben.ywr  f^^  comet /j.  <  H^he» 
jfour  fear  ^cof^eth.as  defolati^ 
^efiruition  c§mepb  as  a  whirhmnd:  tw6gir  , 
dtRrefs  atid'dnguisb  cometb  uj^mym ,  $hen 
f ball  they  caUf^onmeMtl'iMUmPanfweA^ 
they  sbalkfetk  me  ear^  i  huf  they  sbaUhot 
find  the.  .  WcMjld  God  I  ccnild  a^:  wdl 
tranfcribc  this  Text  into  mens  hearts, 
aad  there  wbuld  need' no  more, to  fe- 
curc  the:  wHoIer  Canon  of  Scripture  &Qtn 
^cir  profaitaiion^.  Coiild  m^n  htitboK 
a.  little  be^reki:yem,  andapprehernditov 
linidiedaiesdf  their  diftrefs  and  agon^, 
,thcy  wiU  gaipipt  tbofe  jp^mforts  Virhich 
jthcy  now  turndttto  ridicule;;,  they  would 
jiot  thusfteadly' defeat  thebiiielves  V  xut 
off  their  belt  and  only  refecre  v  and.W5td[i 
48k  pitiful  eontemt  cafl  awayfithbfe  Ciwl- 
;di£ls ,  which  Will  then^  be  tbci  only  ibp- 
|)0?t  of  their  Minting  'Spirits.  As  for 
ithofe  whd  deride  Scripmrc«pon  Adiii- 
ilical  grounds  r^all  I-fliall^  fay^is  tote- 
ilcr  to  'wliac:I:liaii^e  faid  ihthe  Beginning 
4)f  ;this  Sexition;  ^hey  diad^^ed  he  very 
well  affured  that  foundation;  be  not  fan- 
^dy :  for  If:  it  tar;,  this  wproching  Gods 
^ord  wiiliic  a  £oniideindHe  addicionrfco 
« the  guilt  dfall  chdr  other  hofti^iityr^^a^ 

Ex  how 
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bowjolly  foever  cbeyfe^Mnatprefent,  it 
may  be  when  that  queftioti  mey  are  fo 
willing  to  take  for  granted «  is  by  4eath 
drawing  near  a  decifion »  ibme  of  their 
confidence  will  retire ,  aiid  leave  them 
in  an  aipazed  expe(flation  of  foniwhat , 
which  they  are  fure  cannot  be  good  for 
them ,  who  have  fo  ill  provided  for  it* 
Then  perhaps  their  merry  vein  wiU  fail 
them,  and  not  their  infidelity ,  but  their 
defpair  may  keep  them>  from  invoca- 
tine  that  Power  tney  have  fo  long  deri^ 
de£  Tis  certai n  it  has  fo  happened  with 
fymc :  for  as  PraAical ,  .  fo  Speculative 
wickednefs ,  has  ufually  another  afped « 
when  It  ftands  in  the  ihadow  of  death « 
then'in  the  dazling  beams  of  iiealthand 
vigor.  It  would  therefore  vfale  wifdom 
iH^ore  hand  to  draw  it  out  of  this  de* 
ceitfiillight,andfay  foberfecious  thoughts 
place  it  as  near  as  may  be  in  thofe<:ircum*- 
ftances  in  whieh  'twill  then  appear : .  and 
then  fure  to  hearts  that  aire  not  wholly 
petrified ,  ^cwill  feem  iafer  to  own  a  God 
early  and  i^on  choice,  then  late  upon 
compulfion. 

19.  HovrsvEK  if  they  will  not  yi«id 
themfelves  Homagers  ^  yet  the  mere 
|K>il4bility  of  their  hcingiin  die  wrong  * 

fliould 
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ihouid  methinks  pcrfwade  them  at  leaft 
to  l>e  civil  adveriaries,  A  generous  mail 
wili  not  piirfue  ?ven  a  falling  enemy  witk^ 
revilin^s  and  reproch,  much  Jefs  will  a. 
Wife  man  do  it  to  one  who  is  in  any  the 
"left  prohabiHty  of  revenging  it:  it  beings 
a  received  Maxim »  That  there  is  no  grea-* 
ter  folly  then  for  a  man  to  let  his  tongue 
^  betray  him  to  mifchief  Let^  it  there-^ 
fore  in  this  cafe  at  left  i|ahd  neuter  /  that 
if  by  their  words  they  be  nMjuftified, 
yet  by  their  words  they  piay  notbe  con- 
demned. They  can  be  no  Ibofers  by  it : 
for  at  the  utmoft,  'tis  bu|  keeping  in  tf 
little  unfavory  breath »  which  ( luppofing 
tio  God  to  be  offended  w|th  it)  16  yet 
liaufeous  to  all  thofe  men  who  believe 
there  is  one.  To  thofe  indeed  who  have 
a  ze^  for  their  faith ,  there  can  be  no 
Difcourfe  fo  intolerable ,  fo  difobliging : 
it  turns  converfationin^o  sKitmiihiQg,and 
perpetual  difputes.  The  Egyptians  were 
10  zealous  for  their  brutiih  Deities ,  that 
il/^/ prefumed  the  Ifraelites  iacrificing 
of  (hole  beafts  they  adored ,  muft  needs 
fet  them  in  an  uproar,  Exod*  8.  x6. 
And  fure  thofe  who  do  acknowledg  a  Di* 
yine  power,  cannot  contentedly  fit  by  to 
^      hear  him  blafph^med,    Tis  tiiie  there 
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arc  fomofo  ?ooJ ,  that,  fhtf  are  of  the 
ijime  mind  for  God,  that.(r/^^^9jf)the]^ 
was  for  Baal^  Judg.^di*  Lethtmfh^i 
fgr^  bimfelf,  they  wiU  not  appear  in  his  d§-i 
£e#.ce :  .y<t  fjvco  theft  btYC  a  fccrct  con? 
fcioufnef$ ,  that  they  ought  to  do  fo ,.  and 
therefore  haye  Some  iia^afmefs  in  h«tng 
put  to-  \^  X^ft  *•  ^^  ^ic  it  cannot  be  a 
pkafaiit :  enjcqrtainment  ev^n  for  them. 
And  therefore  thofc  who/have  no  fearof 
pod  to  reilramthem,  Jhouldmethinis.,; 
ufilefs  they  be  rperfeftly.of  the  temper  of 
<he  unjvi}:  Jttcte,,  LUkc  17. f. in refpeft of 
men  abiUiDK  U0ai  ^1.  fores  of  impiQua 
dUcourfe ;  .and  ar Ipaftbe dvii ,  tho they 
wiU  not:  \>t  |ttous.  :  < . 
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Of  petraBion. 


WE  have  fcen  in  the  laft  StfAidii 
the  infolence  of  the  Tongue  fo^ 
wards  God ;  and  fure  we  cannot  ex])e^ 
It  ihould  pay  more  rcVcrehie  to  men. 
If  there  be  thofe  th^v  dire  Jf retch  tbeit 
nmths  a^ainjt  heaven ,  Pfalm.  7.  3  9.  we 
are  nbt  to  wonder  if  there  be  morethac 
will  shoot  their  arrows ,  even  bitter  words  > 
againft  the  bed  on  earth,  Pfalm.  6^.  3. 
I  ihall  not  attemt  to  ranfack  the  whole 
quiver,  by  (hewing  every  particular  fort 
of  verbal  injuries  which  relate  to  out 
Neighbors ,  but  father  chufe  out  fomefew 
which  either  for  the  extraordinarinefs  of 
their  guilt ,  or  the  frequency  of  their  pra- 
ftice  are  the  nioft  eniinent.  1  begin 
with  T>etra5ix(m,  in  whicli-both  thofe 
qualities  coiict^:  for  a$ln  (bniie .inilah*^' 
ces  'tis  one  ofthe'higheft  fin^,  'fointhd 
general  'tis,  certainly  one:  bf  the  moffi 
fomhion  ,  and  by  being^f^lbeioraes  iit* 
'  ' '  fen- 
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fenfible.^  This  vice  (  above  all  others  ) 
feems  to  have  maintained  not  only  its 
Empire*  but  its  reputation  too.  Men 
are  not  yet  convinced  heartily  that  it  i$ 
a  fin :  or  if  any ,  not  of  {o  deep  a  die^ 
or  fo  wide  an  extent  as  indeed  it  is. 
They  have  if  not  falfe,  yet  imperfeft 
notions  of  it ,  and  by  not  knowing  how 
lar  its  Circle  reaches «  do  often  Hke 
young  Conjurersdep  beyond  the  limits 
of  their  fafety. 

T  H I  ^  I  am  the  apter  to  believe ,  be-^ 
cauie  I  fee  fbme  degree  of  this  fault  cleave 
to  thofe ,  who  have  eminently  correAed 
all  other  exorbitancies  of  the  Tongue. 
Many  who  would  ftartle  at  ah  Oath^ 
whole  ftomachs  as  well  as  confciences  re- 
coil at  an  obfcetiity ,  do  yet  ilide 
into  a  Detradions  which  yet  metl 
perfons  otheiwife  of  HviSi  converfations 
ihould  not  do  frequently  and  habituaUy  \ 
had  not  their  eafy  thoughts  of  the  guile 
imoothed  the  way  to  in 

I  T  may  therefore  be  no  unkind  at^ 
temt,  €0  try  to  difentangle  from  thig. 
fnare  by  difplaying  it ;  Ihewing  the  whole 
contexture  of  the  fin»  how  *tis  wovcil 
with  treds  of  diiffercnt  fizes ,    yet  the 

l^ft  of  them  Uttong  enough  to  nooze 

and 
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and  ititcap  us.   And  ^las ,  if  Satan  fetter 

vs.  'tis  indifferent  to  ium  whether  i?  be 

by  airable  org  hair.    Nay  perhaps  th^ 

^n^ell  j^ns  are  his  gr^ateft  ftratagems. 

The^ner  his  lineisj^un,  the  lefs  ^4ovir 

it  cafls,  and  is  lefs  apt  to  fright  usfirom 

«he  hopk  ;  and  tho  there  be  mii^h  odds 

betwefui  a;  talent  of  iead  and  a  gnun  of 

land »  yet  thoi^  grains  uaay  be  accumu-* 

lated  till  they  .out-wei|Ji  die  talen?.   It 

was  a  good  reply  of  Tiato's  ,  to  one 

who.^urfflittfd  at  his, reproving  him  for 

4  ^nall  naatter,  0{/?M!i  faies  he,  if  no 

fma^matifr.    And  indeed  fuj^pofiag  a- 

ny  fiiji  w««  (b  fiioali  as  we  are  wilting  to 

laaqr  mdft,  yet  an  inc^lgient  habit  even 

<^ that wotild. be ceruiajv ruinous:  thac 

iffdwlgence  being  perfeffly  crppofite  to, 

the  lx>Te  of  God ,  which  better  can  con- 

iift  With  the  indeliberate  commliEpos  Af 

nuyiy  fins,  then  with  an  allowed  periGH;- 

ance  in  any  one. 

But  in^his  matter  of  Detcaftion  ,  I 
can  not  yield  that  any  is  imali«  lave  only 
comparatively  wkh.  (bme  otW  <rf  the 
fame  ^nd  whicK  is  greater :  lor  abfo- 
lucely  coafidered  there  is  even  in  ,the 
vcty  loweft  degrees  of  it ,  afbtcontt*- 
didioa  t9  the  grand  rale  of  Chari^, 
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th^r^frt^ng '  crtip  lielgnb^r  as- '  dWr'ftlvcsi 
A  lid-  firrely  th^-  M^hlili''at  '«inf^^'  violates 
tU-  tm'oi  ml  wlfMd  fecohtf '^Table 
of 'tljfe'lia^-,  kdt-mm^  Szrm^  rerfdcrs' 

'   r.'T^   .    • »      •      •       .».  'V  -•.    --f    -:_:    . 


i1^p^?cnrti^e  of  Jtfift^^'^\cl  ?  •  -figniff tr the 
viHil^^Bg  6?m5t^Jtfff  (f^'-a'tfegi 


'"^^^6=1^^  if  j*ft^'tedfc*c(  on^aigtid  of 
the  moi|;unkin4.  deHgns  otAtnairfckh  fiave 
rfpoiP^'ifPi^'f  ^fliJJeJ^Bfeaig*  fAiplMiiited 
m'l^Mif  jriifci=^iiioire  a  greit^66ncfer- 


proved  this  too  /iaijrvi  bjown  c  Mr\d>i^^ 
native  ?fp ark  into  f^cJbl  ^  ^larn^es  pi  Am- 
Jricion., :  as  tliAS  fet  the,wojcl4  inajcpflibu- 
ftioii ;  Such  Sis  xyilexandfir  ^i.C4£^f  y-jitidi 
others  ,...who/fe<;dfii}e4,Heca^^^ 
their  Ea&ie.iife^  ,41  ^ i  F^: -^: iP/9fi jgy 

upon  a  Canifeal  ^ijet ,  ahe  £lesh(  QiJMen:: 
ijet  cvcathefe  exceij^s  icf  vc/to  J5|ipi9j5e4;hc 


tiling;' 
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manviwt-.th^  attf  (fc»t>o».  of  G^  hiin- 

fclfi  wkw  ftcqui^ikiiaSifriRfW^ 
tefti2iAo4.y\ : to  it :  A4? gp^d  name: U ^tSer 
thengngat^riches ,  Prey .  iri.  i .  ^nd^gatin , 
A  g9idname\i^  b0ff^s.tJ^nfre(;jpi^^ 
metft*  ^\'Rcclef.  7<  x.'iAadthe  more^torc- 
comitend  it,  hep'iQppfes  it  as  a  reward 
torpktjT  atnl  yertfl(3^  »$  'he  menaces  the 
cdnttary  -  to .  wicfcedftdfs^    The  mmpry  of 
thej^shaUhebkffed'i  but  tl^e  nam  of  the 
wicked  shall  rot.  Proy .  ip.  7.  And  that  we 
may  not  ^ink  thisi  an  invitation  fitted 
only  t6  the  Jewish  G^Cidnomy , ,  the  Apo- 
ffle  ^oes  farther,-  and:pro(Hofe^^c  en- 
deavdri;rft«r  it  as  a  dwj[,  Whatjbevff^ 

tbiif^SigrtifgOQdr^      .iftbfrfi.  iS{  ^^y 
'    -J  F  X  vertue 
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vertue,  and  if  thereby  any  p'iufe^  think 
on thejfe things^  Phil.4.  S. 

4.  And  accocdiifgly  good  menJiayc 
in  their  eftimate  ranked  cbeir  names  the 
next  degree  to  their  Souls  ^  preferr'd 
them  before  goods  or  life.  Indeed  'tis 
that  which  gives  us  an  inferior  fort  of 
Immortality ,  and  make^  us  even  in  tl|is 
world  iurvive  our  (elves.  This  part  df 
tts  alone  continues  verdant  in  the  grave, 
and  yields  a  perfume ,  wheii  we  are  flench 
and  rottennefs :  the  confideration  where- 
of has  fo  prevailed  with  the  more  gene« 
rous  Heatnens ,  that  they  have  cbeenully 
quitted  life  in  contemplation  of  it.  Thus 
^i2Mi»M^  alacrioufly  expired  incon* 
fidence  that  he  left  behind  him  a  pef* 
petual  memory  of  the  vidories  he  hadi 
atchieved  for  nis  Country.  Brutus  fo 
courted  the  fame  of  a  Patriot,  that  he 
brake  thro  all  the  obftacles  of  erad^de 
and  humanity  to  attain  it :  he  cheerfully 
bare  the  defeat  of  his  attemt «  in  contem- 
plation of  the  glory  of  it.  TTwereendlefe 
to  recount  the  uories  of  the  Codri  ^fDecii , 
and  Curtii ,  with  the  train  of  thofe  noble 
Heroes ,  who  in  behalf  of  their  Countries 
devoted  themfelvcs  to  certain  death.    '  > 

f.  But  we  need  no  fonreiga  Medi- 

^    -  ums 
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lulis  to  difcoyer  die  value  of  a  good 
name :  kt  every  man  weigh  it  but  in  his 
owQ  icales,  retire  to  hiis  breafi,  and 
there  refleft  on  that  impatience  he  has 
when  his  own  repute  is  invaded.  To  what 
dangers  ^  to  what  guilts  do'is  fpmetimcs 
the  mere  £sincy  of  a  reproch  hurry  nien? 
It  mdkts  them  reality  torfeit  that  yertue 
from  whence  all  true  reputation  fprings , 
and  like  EJ^s  dog  loofe  the  fubftance 
by  too  greedy  catching  at  the  shadow ; 
an  irrefragable  proof  how  great  a  price 
they  fet  upon  their  fame. 

6.  Ahi>  then  iihce  reafon  lets  it  at 
fo  high  a  rate,  and  paflion  at  a  higher* 
we  may  conclude  the  violating  this  inte-^ 
reft ,  one  <^  the  greateft  injuries  in  hu« 
man  commerce ;  luch  as  is  refented  not 
only  by  the  rash,  btitthefober:  fothat 
we  muft  pick  out  only  blocks  and  ftones « 
the  ftupid  and  infenfible  part  of  man- 
kind, if  we  think:  we  can  irSil^  this 
wound  without  an  a£[lidive  fmarc  And 
tho  the  power  of  Chriilianity  do's  in 
fome  fo  moderate  this  refentment ,  that 
none  of  thefe  blows  shall  recoile ,  no  de- 
gree of  revenge  be  attemted ;  yet  that 
do^'s  not  at  aU  juftify  or  excuie  the  in- 

fltder.    It  may  indeed  be  d  ufeful  trial 

of 
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of  thfe  Jjaticnee ,  ^atid  weckncfs  of  the  dc* . 
famied ;  yet  the  dfefafrtftr  has  not  thelcfs 
cither  bf  criine  br  danger :  not  of  crime ,; 
for  tliaf  is  rather  eiuianced^thcn  aba* 
ted  by  the  goodnefs  of  the  perfon  injured ; 
not'  of  danger,  fince  God  is  the  more 
immecliate  avenger  of  thofe  who  attemt 
not  to  be  their  ownu  But  if  the  injury 
meet  hot  with  this  meeknefs  (as innthis 
vindiftive  age  'tis  manifold^odds  it  will 
not)  it  then  acquires  anothepaccumuia* 
tive  guilt ,  ftand  anfwerable  not  only 
for  its  own  pofitive ill,  but,forill  the 
iccldeiital  which  it  caufes  in  the  fufFercr , 
who  by -this  means  is  rob'd  not  only  of 
Wstepute,  but  hisirinodencealfpi  pro- 
Voked  to  thoft  uhchriftiaii  jreturns^'  wliich 
driiw^^Godalfo  irtto  the  enmity,  and 
iebbim  at  once  at  War  With  heaven  and 
earth.  !And  tho  as  t6  his  immediate  judge- 
ment ,  he  muft  bear  his  iniquity ,  anfwer 
for;  his  impatifeiicre :  yet' as  in  alL  Civil 
ihlurr^ftions  tlie  ring-leader  is  Idokt  on 
widi  a  peculiar 'feverity,  foidoubtlcfs 
in  this  cafe ,  the^firrt  prqvoket  h  as  by  his 
ferti6*ity  and^  p^rimdgeniture  d  double 
portipa  of  the  giiil^,  and  may  x:onfe- 
fjucn^Iy  expeiJl  tof  tfte  ptmishment ,  ac- 
cording 'to  -thi  'Dodih  of 'iolir  Savior, 

free 
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ff^oe  6e  t6\fbat  fUdd- hy, ti^hom  tfofi  offvnct 
tmeph i  MiH.  18. 7;  •  '■>;    -  v     j.  / 1  i  - 

8>  I  vr  i>  £  £  D  thert  1$  iiich  a  train  of 
mifehid^  dAiaUy  fpltewtfhfis  fin  ,>  tHac  'tis 
{ii2ctti6 'pb&hit  tb  •iftial^^a'  full  eftlmdcib 
df  its  iftlrfii^mty .'  ■'■  'Tfe  ^dfte  ^f  tho.  gRind 
Itfceiidpki?  >^hicb;al(l!l»t>s.  thefele^rof 
jdie  wof lel;f 'and  hfei$  tt^eaf  fliaf  e^nioft  «r 
it3  quftiri'^ki  For  >c«i^V(<^^xam«rie  atltlw 
^d§  ^v^€h  harri^^'P&cl^S,  Fahiilie«  •  nay 
fom^itffi^i^^cibhs  to^/Wt  fiiduldifiiKi  tht 
^tiM?  fkt'  UUt^^it  t^iroioi'fAjVrious 
re^'dhTttWotds  \  andthaf  for  i>rfe  vt^iik 
i$  cb^tiVfiiihced  upon  ^e  iritaitiohu>f  biM* 
real  con/ld.erable  i'l^^ft  \'  thertfareniaiit 
whicU-o^their  tid^tO^this' lic^ntfouf- 
hefs^bf  ^yTofng«eP^'->f'-  '  :  »  'i-.''  ii 
--•  ^;  -T^«  ■'^regirdtfhi^ri'Of'iCSfptwbei 


reries'vifljlch^&fttei)*)^ti9fiV%^tt^g»ait 
c(Aie^r)fto^t^lFoyiir  hiiifirdf:  «^«Bei^>te 
it  lefs  in  refpe<^-  Kbt^  ^«bal  ^4liitrtiffll 
aptnefs  we  have  to  this  (in ,  and  its  being 
fo  perpetually  at  hand ;  that  for  others  we 
muft  attend  occafions  and  convenient 
fe'afons,  but  the  opportunities  of  this  are 
;ilwa(ps  ready :  I  can  do  my  neighbor  this 
injury ,  when  I  can  do  him  no  other.  Be- 
fldes  the  multitude  of  objeif^s  do  propor- 

tionably 
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tionably  multiply  both  the  poflibilities 
and  incitations  i  and  the  objed$  here  are 
as  numerous  •  as  there  are  Pedbns  in  the 
wodd.I  either  know,  or  have  heard  ojf^ 
For  tho  fome  forts  pf  PetradHons  fecm 
to  thofett)  whom  we  bear  parti- 
lice*  yerth?r^areotherkin4sof 
it  more  tangine ,  which  %  indi&rently 
atali,  Laft^cni^finhasthe^idaU^oftof 
uni  verfal  example  >  which  is  an  advantage 
beyond  all  the  others ,  there  being  fcarc^ 
any  fo  trrefiftaMe  ini^^uation  ^^  %ept;i* 
Aicie  of  thofe  with  whom  we  convafe » 
and  no  fubje A  of  topvetie  fo  common  as 
the  de£iming  our  n(»ghbors. 

,K>.  SxNCEi:lw«itnepad^tsfoflippery, 
it  had  not  need  be  dark  too.  Let  us  thet| 
takeiti  the  bed;  light  we  can  ^  andatten- 
tf  velv  view  this  iin  ifi  its  feverat  branches, 
liuic  ny  a  diftio^^  difcoveryc^  the  divers 
ads  and  degrees  of  it  ^  we  may  tl)<:  b«t(^f 

&e  aroied  ag^iiaft  them  ;|llt 
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SEtt    V: 


Of  Lying  Defamation. 


k.-pVETRACtlON  beiiig  <  ai 
JL^we  have  already  iai4)  the  left* 
hing  and  impairing  a  man  in  his  repute  i 
we  may  refolvie,  that  what  ever  condu- 
ces td  thit  end ,  is  properly  a  Dptrafti- 
Oil.  I  fhall  begin  with  that  which  ih 
inoft  eminent ,  the  fpreadiiig  of  Defama- 
tory reports.  Thefe  ntay  be  of  two  kinds ; 
cither  talfe ,  or  trtie ;  Which  tho  they  feerfi 
to  be  of  very  different  complexions  i  yet 
may  fptihg  from  the  fime  ftock,  and  drive 
at  the  fame  defign.  Let  us  firft  c^onflder  df 
the  falfe. 

1.  And  thi$  admits  of  various  cir- 
tumftatlceS.  Sometimes  a  man  inveritsd 
perfeft  falfity  of  another :  fomttirhes  he 
that  do's  not  invent  it ,  yet  reports  it ,  thd 
iie*kndw  it  td  be  filfe :  and  a  third  ft>rt 
thercf  arc ,  who  hating  not  certaih  kncW- 
ledg  whether  it  be  falfe  qr  no  ^  dd  ycft 
divulge  it  as  art  abfolutfc  dettainty ,  c*  at 

G  -     lead 
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(eaft  with  fuch  artificial  indnuations,  as 
may  biafs  the  hearer  on  that  hand.  The 
former  of  thefe  is  a  crime  of  fo  high ,  fq 
difingenuous  a  nature,  th^t  tho  many 
are  vile  enough  to  commit  it ,  \none  are 
fq  impudent  as   to  avow  it.     Even  in 
this  age  of  infuking  vice  ,  when  almoft 
^11  other  wickcdnefe  appears  bare-fac'd , 
this  is  feign  to  keep  on  the  vizard.  No 
m^n  will  own  himfelfs  a  f^lfe  accufer :  for 
if  modefty  dp  not  reftrain  him  ,  yet  his 
very  malice  will ;  (ince  to  confefs  would 
be  tQ  defeat  his  defign.    Indeed  it  is  of 
all  other  fins  themoftpiabolical,  it  be- 
ing a  conji^nftion  of  two  of  Satans  moft 
eitential  properties ,  Malice  and  Lying, 
We  know  ^tis  his  peculiar  title  to  be  the 
^^cufer  of  the  brethren:  and  when  wc 
trai^^cribe  his  copy  ,  we  alfo  s^fTume  his; 
natiire ,  intitle  our  felves  to  a  defcent  from 
him ,  Te  are  of  your  Father  the  "Devil^ 
Joh.  8.  44.    We  are  by  it  rendered  a  fort 
pf  IfKuhus  brats ,.  the  infamous  progenies 
ef  the  Lying  fpirit.  It  is  indeed  a  fin  of  fo 
grofs  r  fo  foffnidable  a  bulk ,  that  there 
needs  no  help  of  Optics  to  render  it  ^\i^ 
ae^nible ,  and  tsherefpre  I  need  x^ot  farther 
l^i^atiate  on  it< 
5*  T  H  E  next  dearee  is  not  much 

ihort 
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ihort  of  it ;  what  it  wants  is  rather  o£ 
invention  then  malice  :  for  he /that  will 
fo  adopt  anothers  lie ,  fhews  he  woiild 
iyillingly  have  bin  its  proper  Father!  \t 
do's  indeed  dif!er,no  more  then  the  maker 
of  adulterate  wares ,  do's  from  the  vertder 
of  them :  and  certainly  there  cannot  t^e  i 
more  ignominious  trade,  then  the  be« 
ing  Huckfters  to  fuch  vile  Merchandise. 
Neither  is  the  fin  lefs  then  thebafeneft : 
we  find  the  Lover  of  a  lie  ranked  in  4n 
equal  form  of  guilt  with  the  Mak^r^ 
kev.  ^l.  And  furely  hfe  mull  be  prfefu- 
med  to  love  it ,  that  can  defcend'to  be  the 
broker  to  it,  help  it  to  pafsciirreiitiii  the 
World. 

4.  The  third  fgrt  of  Detraftors  look 
A  little  mdre  demurely,  and  with  thd 
ivoman  in  the  Proverbs ,  Chap.  30.  wipe 
their  mouths  ,  and  fay  they  have  dan  no, 
Hsjickednefs,  They  do  not  certainly  kn6w 
the  falfity  of  what  they  report ;  and 
their  ignorance  muft  ferve  tnem  as  ari 
Amulet  againft  the  guilt  bttth  of  deceit 
'and  malice :  but  I  fear  it  will  do  neither. 
For  firft  perhaps  they  are  afJeftedly  r- 
;norant:  they  are  fo  willing  it  fhoula  \ 

>c  true,  that  they  haVe  not  attemtfed  to  «   j 

examine  it.    Efut  Secohdly  it  do>  hof 
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fuffice  that  I  do  not  know  the  falfity ; 
for  to  make  me  a  true  fpeaker ,  'tis  ne- 
ceflary  I  know  the  truth  of  what  I  affirm. 
Nay  it  the  think  were  never  fo  true ,  yet  if 
1  kiiew  it  not  to  be  fo ,  its  truth  will  not 
iecure  me  from  being  a  liar :  and  there- 
fore whoever  endeavors  to  have  that  re- 
ceived for  a  certainty,  which  himfelf 
knows  not  to  be  fo ,  onends  againft  truth. 
The  utmoft  that  can  confift  with  fincerity , 
is  to  reprefent  it  to  others  as  doubtful  as 
it  appears  to  him.  Yet  even  that  how 
conlonant  foever  to  truth ,  is  not  to  Cha? 
rity.  Even  doubtful  accu^itions  leave  a 
ilain  behind  them ,  and  often  prove  in- 
delible injuries  to  the  party  acculed :  how 
much  mbre  th6n  do  the  morepofitive 
and  confident  afperfions  we  have  hithet? 
to  fpoken  of?  Let  me  add  only  this 
concerning  this  later  fort,  that  they  are 
greater  advancers  of  Defamatory  dcugns, 
then  the  very  firft  contrivers.  '  Forthofc 
upon  a  confcioufnefsoftheirfalfenefsare 
obliged  to  proceed  cautioufly,  to  pick 
out  the  credulous  and  leaft  difcerning 
perfons ,  pn  whom  to  impofe  thcii: 
fi Aions ,  and  dare  not  produce  them  ia 
?m  companies  for  fear  of  dciteftion :  but 
ihefe  in  confidencethat  the  untruth  ( if  it 

be 
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be  one)' lies  not  at  their  door,  fpeak  it 
without  any  reftraint  in  all  places ,  at  all 
times ;  and  what  the  others  are  fain  to 
whilper,  they  proclame ;  like  our  new  En- 
gine ,  which  pretends  to  convey  a  whifper 
many  miles  oC  So  that  as  in  the  cafe  of 
Stealing  'tis  proyerbially  faid,  that  if 
there  were  no  receivers  there  would  be 
no  thieves;  fo  in  this  of  Slander ,  if  there 
were  fewer  Ipreaders,  there  would  be 
fewer  forgers  of  Libels :  themanufafture 
Would  be  difcouraged,  ifithadnottliefe 
retailers  to  put  off  the  wares. 

-5,  Now  to  apply  thefe  ptaftiees  to 
our  rule  of  duty ,  there  will  need  no  ve- 
ry clofe  infpeftion  to  difcern  the  ob- 
liquity. The  moft  fuperficial  glance  will 
evidence  thefe  feverall  degrees  of  Slan- 
derers to  do  what  they  would  not  be 
willing  to  fuffer.  Who  among  them 
can  he  content  to  be  falfely  afperfqd?  Nay 
fo  fat  are  they  from  that  ^  that  let  but  the 
ihadow  of  their  own  calumny  refleft  on 
themfelves ,  let  any  but  truly  tell  them 
that  they  have  falfely  accufedothers,they 
grow  raving  and  impatient  ,  like  a  dog 
at  a  looking  glafs,  fiercely  combating 
f hat  image  which  himfelf  creates :  and 
how  fmootjily  foever  the  original  lie  Hides 
.  from 
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from  them,  the  Echo  of  it  grates  their  ears. 
And  indeed  'tis  obfervable,that  thofewho 
make  the  greateil  havock  of  other  mens 
teputation ,  are  the  moft  nicely  tender 
of  their  /own ;  which  fets  this  fin  of 
calumny  in  a  moil  Diametrical  oppofitioti 
to  the  Evangelical  precept  of  Lwi/8gwr 
neighbors  as  our  fehes. 

6.  Thus  much  is  difcernable  even 
in  the  furface  of  the  crime :  but  if  we  look 
deeper  and  examine  the  motives ,  we  ihall 
find  the  foundation  well  .ragrees  to  the 
fuperftrufture ,  they  being  ulually  one  of 
thefe  two ,  Malice  or  Inter  eft.  And  indeed 
the  thing  is  fo  difingenuous ,  fo  contra* 
ry  to  the  diftgites  of  Humanity  as  well 
as  Divinity ,  that  I  muft  in  reverence  td 
our  common  nature,  prefume  it  mud  be 
fome  very  forcible  impellent ,  that  can 
drive  a  man  fo  far  from  himfelf.  The 
Devil  here  plaies  the  Artifl: :  and  as  the 
fatallefl  poifons  to  man  are  ( they  fay  ) 
drawn  from  human  bodies ,  fo  here  he 
extrafts  the  venem  of  our  Irafcible  and 
Concupifcible  part ,  and  in  it  dips  thofe 
arrows ,  which  we  thus  ihoot  at  one  a- 
nother. 

7.  T I  s  needlefs  to  harangue  feverally 
upon  each.    The  world  too  experimen- 
tally 
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tdly  kJiPws  the  force  of  both.  Malice  is 
that  whirlwind  ^  which  has  ihook  States 
and  Families ,  nb  lefs  then  private  Per- 
fons ;  a  paffion  fo  impetuous  and  preci- 
pitate ,  tnat  it  often  equally  involves  the 
Agent  and  the  Patient:  a  malicious 
man  being  of  like  violence  with  thofe 
who  flung  in  the  three  Children ,  Dan.  3  • 
confumed  by  thofe  flames  into  which  he 
cafl  others.  As  iot  Intereji^  'tis  that 
univerfal  Monarch  to  which  all  other 
Empires  are  Tributaries ,  to  which  men 
facrifice  not^only  their  Confciences  and 
Innocence ,  6ut  (what  is  ufually  much 
diearer  )  their  Senfualities  and  Vices. 
Thofe  whom  all  the  Divine  (either) 
threats  or  promifes ,  cannot  pprfwade  to 
mortify ,  nay  but  reftrain  one  Luft ;  aj: 
Mammons  beck  will  difclame  many, 
?ind  force  their  inclinations  to  comply 
wit/h  their  Intereft 

8.  And  whilft  this  fin  of  Calumny 
has  two  fuch  potent  Abettors ,  we  ate  not 
to  wonder  at  its  growth :  as  long  as  men 
arc  malicious  and  defigning ,  they  will 
be  traducing ;  thofe  Cyclops's  will  be 
perpetually  forging  Thunderbolts,  a- 
gainft  which  no  innocence  or  vertuc 
C4n  tie  proqf.    And  s^las  we  daily  find, 

too 
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too  great  effeft  of  their  induftry.  But  tho 
thefe  are  the  forgers  of  the  morefo)  ^mn 
deliberate  calumnies ,  yet  this  Ipdrtive 
age  hath  produced  another  fort ;  there 
being  men  that  defame  others  by  way 
of  divertifement ,  invent  little  ftories  that 
they  may  find  themfelves  exercife ,  and 
the  Town  talk.  This,  ifitmuftpafsfor 
fport ,  is  fuch  as  SolotHon  dfefcribes ,  Prov. 
a6.  i8 ,  19.  As  a  tHad  man  that  cajieth 
firebrands ,  arrows  and  death ,  Jd  ishb 
that  deceive  th  his  neighbor ,  dndjfaith ,  am 
not  I  in  Jpbrt  7  He  that  fhoots  an  artovC^ 
in  jefl ,  hiay  kill  a  man  in  earned ;  iind 
he  that  gives  himfelf  liberty  to  play  with 
his  neignbors  fahie ,  may  foon  play  ir 
aWay-  Moft  men  have  fuch  an  aptnei^ 
to  entertain  finifter  opinions  of  others , 
that  they  grcedilydrawirianyfuggeftion 
of  that  kind ;  alnd  one  niay  as  eamy  per- 
fwade  the  thirfty  earth  to  refund  the  wi- 
ter  fhe  has  fuckt  into  her  veins,  is  them 
to  depbfite  a  prejudice  they  have  onc6 
taken  up.  Therefore  fiich  experiments 
upon  fame,  are  as  dangerous  as  that 
which  Alexcmder  is  faid  to  have  made  of 
the  force  of  Naphtha  upon  his  Page , 
from  which  he  fcarce  efcaped  with  life. 
Thefe  jocular    flanders    are  often  aS 

mifchie* 
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mifchievous  as  thofe  of  deeper  defign, 
and  have  from  the  fjightnefs  oiF  the  tcm- 
cation  an  ejihancement  of  guilt.  For 
furc  he  that  can  put  fueh  an  intercft 
of  his  neighbors  in  balance  with  a  little  fit 
<?f  laughter ,  fets  it  at  lower  price  then  he 
that  hopes  to  enrich  or  advance  him- 
felf  by  it ;  and  tho  it  pafs  among  fome 
i^t  a  fpecimen  gi  Wit ,  yet  it  really 
lifts  them  among  Solomons  fools ,  who 
make  a  mock  at  fin ,  Prov.  14.  9.  In  the 
mean  time  fince  ilander  is  a  plant  that 
can  grow  in  all  foils ,  fince  tne  frolick 
humor  as  well  as  the  morofe  betraies  to 
the  guilt ,  who  c^n  hope  to  efcape  this 
Scourge  of  the  Tongue ,  as  the  Wifeman 
calls  it,  £c,x6.6.  which  communicates 
with  all  ?  Perfpns  of  all  ranks  do  mutually 
afperfe ,  and  are  afperfed :  fo  that  he  who 
would  not  have  his  credulity  abufed ,  has 
fparce  a  fecurer  way,  then  (like  that 
Aftrologer,  who  made  his  Almanack 
;ive  a  tolerable  account  of  the  weather 
>y  a  direft  inverfion  of  the  common 
prognofUcators ,  )  to  let  his  belief  run 
quite  counter  to  reports.  Yea  fo  Epi- 
demic is  this  difeafe  grown ,  that  even 
religion  (at  leaft  thofe  parties  and  fa- 
^oos  which  aifume  it^at  name  )  has  got 
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a  taint  of  it ;  each  fed  or  opinion  feek-^ 
ing  to  repirefent  its  Antagonift  as  odious 
as  it  can.  And  whilft  they  contend  for 
ipeculative  truth ,  they  by  mutual  calum- 
nies forfeit  the  praftic:  a  thing  that 
juftly  excites  the  grief  of  good  men ,  to 
fee  that  thofe  who  all  pretend  to  the  fame 
Chriftianity ,  fliould  only  be  unanimous 
in  the  violating  that  truth  and  Charity 
it  prefcribes. 

,  lo.  And-  if  thefe  be  the  weapons  of 
our  fpiritual  warfare ,  what  may  we  think 
of  the  carnal  ?  How  are  our  fecularani- 
mofities  purfued ,  when  our  Speculations 
are  thus  managed  ?  How  eafily  do  we 
run  down  the  reputation  of  any  who 
itand  in  the  way  either  of  our  fpleen 
or  avarice  ?  When  Jo/ephs  refolute  purity 
had  changed  the  fcene  of  his  Miftrefs's 
paflSon ,  she  do*s  as  readily  shift  that  of 
,  guilt  too ,  and  fixes  her  crime  upon  him , 
Gen.  39. 14.  So  when  Ziha  had  a  mind  tp 
undermine  Mephihsbeth  in  his  dilate ,  he 
fitft  praAices  upon  his  fame  in  a  falfe 
accufation ,  x  Sam.  16.3.  And  alas  how 
familiarly  do  we  now  fee  both  thefe  fcenes 
teafted  ?  Thofe  who  will  not  take  vice 
into  their  bofoms ,  Ihall  yet  have  it  be- 
"fpatcer  their  faces :  they  who  will  not  run 

fa 
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to  the  fame  exce/s  of  riot  ^  muft.cxpeft 
to  be  cvillpoken  of,  j:  Pet.  4.  4.  Nay 
not  only  pious  men ,  but  piety  it  felf  par- 
takes of  the  fame  fate ,  falls  under  the 
two  edg'd  (lander  both  of  deceit  and  fol- 
ly. And  if  men  cannot  be  permitted 
quietly  to  enjoy  their  piety ,  much  lefs 
will  they  thofe  things  whereof  the  world 
hath  morie  guit,  I  mea|i  fecular  advan- 
tages. There  are  flill  crimes  to  be  dif- 
covercd  in  the  pofTeflbrs  of  honors  or  E- 
ftates,  and  they  wonderfully  excite  the 
zeal  of  thofe  wno  would  fupplant  them. 
What  artifices  are  there  to  make  them  ap- 
pear unworthy  of  what  they  have ,  that 
.  other j5  mote  unworthy  may  fucceed  them? 
Nor  are  thefe  ftorms  only  in  the  upper 
.region ,  in  the  higher  ranks  of  mtn ;  out 
if  we  pafs  thro  all  degrees ,  we  fhall  find 
the  difference  is  ramer  in  the  value  of 
>  the  things ,  then  in  the  means  of  purfuing 
them.  He  that  pretends  to  themeaneft 
office  do^s  as  fludioufly  difparage  his  com-- 
petitor ,  as  he  that  is  rival-d  for  ia  king- 
dom. Nay  even  he  that  has  but  a  merry 
Humor  to  gratify,  makes  no  fcrupule  to  do 
it  with  the  lofs  of  another  mans  reputa^ 
Cion. 


*      • 


H  ^  II. Thus 


60    The  Government  of  the  Tongue. 

II.  Thus  do  we  accommodate  etet^ 
petty  temporal  intereft  at  the  coft  of  out 
eternal :  and  as  an  unskilful  Fencer,  whilft 
he  is  purfuing  his  thruft,expofes  his  body; 
fo  whilft  we  thus  aftuate  our  own  malice  ,- 
we  abandonourfelvestoSatans,  receive 
mortal  Wounds  from  him ,  only  that  we 
may  give  a  few  light  fcratches  to  one  an- 
other. For  as  I  have  before  faid  ,  there 
is  nothing  do'^  more  fectfre  his  title  to 
us ,  then  this  vice  of  Calumny ,  it  bearing 
his  proper  ihlprefs  and  figure.  And  we 
may  fear  Chfiji  will  one  day  niake  the 
fame  Judgment  of  perlbns  as  he  did  of 
coin ,  and  award  them  to  him  wli^pfe  /- 
fHage  andjuperfcripion  they  bear ,   Mat* 

It.  And  now, how  grfeat a madnefs is 
it  to  mdke  coftly  oblations  to  fo  vile  an 
Idol  ?  This  is  iiideed  the  wdrlhiping  our 
own  Imaginations ,  preferring  a  m&licious 
fiftion  before^  real!  fdicity :  and  is  but 
faintly  refembled  by  him ,  who  is  faid  to 
have  chofen  to  part  with  his  Riihopric, 
rather  then  burn  his  Romance.  Aids 
ar6  there  not  grofs  cprporal  fins"  e- 
nough  to  ruine  us ,  but  muft  we  have 
aereal  ones  too ,  damn  our  felves  witk 
Chimera's ,  and  by  thefe  forgeries  of  our 

brains 
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brains  driam  our  felvcs  to  deftrudion  ? 
1 3 .  L  E  T  all  tliofe  then  who  thus  un- 
happily employ  their  inventive  faculty, 
timely  coniider ,  how  untliriving  a  trade 
'tis  finally  like  to  prove;  that  all  their  falfe 
accufations  of  others  will  rebound  in  true 
ones  upon  themfelves.  It  do's  oftenfo  in 
this  world,  where  many  times  the  moft 
clandeftine  connivances  of  this  kind  meet 
.with  deteftion.  Or  if  they  Ihpuld  happen 
*  to  keep  on  the  difgiiife  here ,  yet  'twill 
infallibly  be  torn  off  at  the  great  day  6f 
ftianifeftation,  when  before  God,  Angels , 
and  Men ,  they  will  be  render  d  infinitly 
more  vile,  then  'twas  poflible  for  them  he- 
re to  make  others. 
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S  E  c  T.    V  I. 


1 

Of  %)nchantaUe  Truth. 


I ,  T  N  the  next  place  \ve  are  to  confider 
X  of  the  other  branch  of  Defamatory- 
reports,  viz.  fuch  as  are  true:  which  tho 
they  mufl  be  confeft  to  be  of  a  lower  form 
of  guilt  then  the  former ,  yet  as  to  the 
kind ,  they  equally  agree  in  the  definition 
of  Detradion ,  fince  'tis  poflible  to  impair 
a  mans  credit  by  true  reports  as  well  as  by 
falfe. 

X.  T  o  clear  this  I  fliall  firft  obferve , 
that  altho  every  fault  hath  fome  penal 
effefts  which  are  coetaneous  to  the  aft , 
yet  this  of  Infamy  is  not  fo :  this  is  a  more 
remote  confequent ;  that  which  is  imme- 
diatly  depends  upon ,  is  the  publiihing. 
A  man  may  do  things  which  to  God 
and  his  own  cbnfcience  render  htm  abo- 
/ninable,  and  yet  keep  his  reputation 
with  men :  but  when  this  ftifled  crime 
breaks  out ,  when  his  fecret  guilts  are  de- 
tefted ,  then ,  and  not  till  then ,  he  be- 
comes infamous ;  fo  that  altho  his  fin'be 

the 


S  E  c  T.  VI.    OfVHcharitable  Truth.    63 

the  Material  ^  yet  it  is  the  difcovery  that 
is  the  Formal  caufe  of  his  Infamy. 

3.  This  being  granted,  it  tollows 
that  he  that  divulges  an  unknown  con-^ 
celed  fault ,  flands  accountable  for  all  the 
confequences  that  flow  from  that  di- 
vulging ;  but  whether  accountable  as  for 
guilt ,  muft  be  determined  by  the  parti- 
cular circumftances  of  the  caufe.  So  that 
here  we  muft  admit  of  an  exception  t  for 
tho  every  difcovery  of  anothers  fault  be 
in  the  ftrift  natural  fenfe  of  the  word  a 
Detraftion ,  yet  it  will  not  alwaies  be  the 
fin  of  Detraftion ,  becaufe  in  fome  inftan- 
ccs  there  may  fome  higher  obligation  in- 
tervene ,  and  fuperfede  that  we  ow  to  the 
fame  of  our  neighbor ;  and  in  thofe  cafes 
it  may  not  pnly  be  lawful ,  but  neceflary 
to  expofe  him. 

4  N  o  w  all  fuch  cafes  I  conceive  may 
fummarily  be  reduced  to  two  heads ,  Ju- 
ftice  and  Charity.  Firft  as  to  Juftice :  that 
we  know  is  a  fundamental  vertue ,  and 
he  that  ihall  violate  that ,  to  abound  in 
another,  is  as  abfurd,  as  he  that  under- 
mines the  foundation  to  raife  the  walls. 
We  are  not  to  fteal  to  give  alms ,  and 

God  himfelf  has  declared  that  he  hates 

»     

robbery  for  a  burnt-ofFcring :  fo  that  no 

pretence 


yrr- : ,c!^ 


,  <?4    Tlic  Govcmmentof  the  Tongue. 


pretence  either  of  Charity  or  Piety  can 
abfolve  us  from  the  duty  \<^e  ow  to  Ju- 
flice.  Now  it  may  often  fall  out ,  that 
by  conceling  one  mans  fault ,  I  may  ^e 
•  injurious  to  another,  nay  to  a  whole 
community:  and  then  I  affume  the  guilt 
I  concele ,  and  by  the  Laws  both  of  God 
and  Man  am  judged  an  acceffory. 

jf.  A  N  D  as  juftice  to  others  e^lbcces , 
fo  Ibmetimes,  Juftice  to  a  mans  felf  al- 
,  lows  the  publilhing  pf  a  fault  ^  when  ^ 
ponfiderable  intcreft  either  of  fame  or  for- 
tune cannot  otherwife  be  refcued.  But 
to  make  loud  outcries  of  injury ,  when 
they  tend  nothing  to  the  reprefs  of 
it ,  is  a  liberty  rather  affuLmed  by  rage 
and  impatience ,  then  authorized  by  Ju- 
ftice. Nay  often  in  that  cafe  the  com- 
plainer  is  the  moft  injurious  Perfon ;  for 
/  he  injflifts  more  then  he-fufFers,  and  in 

lieu  of  fome  trivial  right  of  his  which 
is  invaded ,  he  aflaults  the  other  in  a 
nearer  intereft,  by  Wounding  him  inhi$ 
good  name :  but  if  die  caufe  be  confide- 
xable  and  the  manner  regular,  there 
lies  fure  no  obligation  upon  any  man 
to  wrong  himfelf ,  to  indulge  to  ano- 
ther. '         \ 

(J.  Neithek  do*s  Charity  retrench 

this 
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this  liberty:  for  tho  it  be  one  aft  of 
Charity  to  concele  anotliermansfault$, 
yet  fometimes  it  may  be  inconfiftent 
with  feme  more  important  Charity, 
which  I  own  to  a  third  Pcrfon ,  or  per- 
haps to  a  Multitude ;  as  in  thofe  cafes 
wherein  public  benefit  is  concern'd.  If 
this  were  not  allowable,  no  Hiftory 
could  lawfully  be  written ,  fince  if  true , 
it  cannot  bur  recount  the  faults  of  many  r 
no  evidence  could  be  brought  in  againil: 
a  Male^ftor:  and  indeed  all  difciphhe 
would  be  fubverted;  which  would  befo 
great  a  mifchief ,  that  Charity  obliges 
to  prevent  it ,  what  Defamation  foevcr 
fall  upon  the  guilty  by  it.  For  in  fuch 
inftances  *ris  a  true  rule,  that  mercy  tQ 
the  evil  proves  cruelty  to  the  innocent. 
And  as  in  a  coihpetition  of  mifchiefs 
we  are  to  chufc  the  leaft ,  fo  of  two  goods 
die  grcateft ,  and  the  more  extenfivc ,  is 
the  moft  eligible. 

7.  N  A  Y  even  that  Charity  which  re* 
flefts  upon  my  fclf,  may  alfo fometimes 
fuperfede  that  to  my  neighbor,  the  rule 
obliging^,  me  to  love  him  as ,  not  better 
then  my  fclf.  I  need  not  fure  filently 
aflcntto  my  own  unjuft  Defamation  for 
fear  of  proving  another  a  falfe  accufer, 

I  nor 
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nor  fufTer  my  felf  to  be  made  a  begger , 
to  concele  another  mans  being  a  thief. 
'Tis  true  in  a  great  inequality  of  intcrefts , 
Charity  (  whofe  Charadfcer  it-  is ,  Not  ta 
feek  her  own  i .  Cor.  13.  y. )  will  promt 
me  to  prefer  a  greater  ,concern  of  my 
neighbors  before  a  flight  one  of  my 
own :  but  in  equal  circumftances  I  am 
fure  at  liberty  to  be  kind  firft  to  my 
felf.  If  I  will  recede  even  from  that  ,1 
may ;  but  that'  is  then  to  be  account- 
ed ambng  the  Heroic  flights  of  Cha- 
rity ,  not  her  binding  and  indiipenfible 
Laws. 

8.  Having  now  fet  the  bounds 
aries  to  the  excepted  cafes ;  as  all  in- 
fl:ances  within  them  will'  be  logitimated  ^ 
fo  all  without  them  will  ( by  the  known 
inile  of  exceptions  )  be  precludied  ♦  and 
fall  under  that  general  duty  we  owe  to 
our  neighbor j^  of  tendering  his^ credit: 
an  obligation  fo  Univerfally  inmnged , 
that  'tis  not  imaginable  the  breacl^  Khould 
alwaies  ha'ppen  within  the  excepted  ca- 
fes. When  'tis  remembred  how  uijiljidive 
the  principles  of  Jufl:ice  ahd  Chaisity  arc 
now  grown  in  the  world ,  we  muft  cer- 
tainly impute  fuch  incefl^ant  effe<9fs ,  to 
iome  more  vigorous  caufes :  of  which  it 

may 
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may  not  be  atnifs  to  point  out  fome  of 
the  moft  obvious ,  and  leave  every  i^an 
to  examine  which  of  tiiem  he  finds  moD; 
operative  ia  himfelf . 

9.  In  the  fitft  place  I  miay  reckon 
^ride ,  a  humor  which  as  it  is  alwaies 
mounting ,  fo  it  will  make  ufe  of  any 
foot-ftool  towards  it  rife.  A  man  who 
affeifts  ah  extraordinary  iplendor  of  re- 
putation ,  is  glad  to  find  any  foils  to  fet 
him  of;  and  therefore  will  let  no  fault 
nor  folly  of  anothets  ehjoy  the  fliade^ 
but  brings  it  into  the  open  light,  that 
by  that  comparifon  his  own  excellences 
may  appear  the  brighter:  I  dare  appeal 
to  the  bread  of  any  prdud  man ,  whi^het 
he  do  not  upon  fuch  occafions ,  delight  to 
make  ibme  Pharifaical  refledlions.^  on 
himfelf,  whether  he  be  not  apt  to  fay,  I 
am.noPlike  other  men  ^  oras  this  publican , 
Luke  18.  tho  probably  he  leave  out  the 
God  I  thank  thee.  Now  he  that  chorifhes 
fuch  refentments  as  ithefe  in  himfelf, 
will  doubtkfs  be  willing  to  propagate 
them  to  other  men;  and  to  that  eiid 
render  the  blemiihes  of  x>thers^s  yifible 
as  he  eafii  ,But  tliis  betraies  a  degene^ 
rous  fpirtt,  ^hich  from  a  confdoufne'is 
that  he  wants  folid  worth.^  on  whiclito 

I  X  bottom 
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botcom  a  rcputatioii,  is  faia  to  faund  it 
'  on  the  ruines  of  other  mens.  The  true 
Diamond  fparkies  even  in  the  funihine : 
'tis  but  a  glow-worm  vertue ,  diat  ows  its 
lufler  to  the  darknefs  about  it. 

ID.  Another  promter  to  Detra- 
ftiott  is  Envy^  which  fometimes  is  par* 
ticular,  fomctimes  general.  He  that  has 
a  piqu^  to  another ,  would^  have  him. 
as  hateful  to  all  mankind  asJieis  to  him ; 
and  therefore  as  he  grieves  and  repines 
at.  any  thing  that  may  advance  his  efti* 
nation ,  fo  he  exults  and  triumphs  wheii 
any  thing  occurs  wbich  may  deprefs  it,' 
and  is  uTually  vtfy,  induftrious  to  im-^ 
prove  the  opportunity ,  nay  Jias  aftrangc 
iagaicity  in  hunting  it  our.:  i  No  vul- 
ture do's  more  quickly  fcent  a  earcafs ; 
then  im  envious  Perfon  do:'s  thofe  dead 
flies  which  cbrrapt  his  neighbors  oint- 
nientr ,  Ecclef.  i o ,  i .  the  vapor  Whereof 
his  hate ,  likea  ftrong  wind ,  fca^ters  and  ^ 
dilperies  far  and  near.  -Nor  heeds  he 
any  great  crime  to  pradice  oni :  every  lit- 
tle infirmity  or  paflion ,  lookt  on  thro 
his  Optics ,  appeals  a  mountainous  guila 
He  can  improve  the  leaft-fpeck  or  ftec*: 
kle  into  a  leprafy;,  which  ;ihall  over- 
Ipread  the  whole. man :  and  a  ctewd  no  hig- 
.     :  ger 
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ger  then  dmans  band:.  X^^^dcAtt^EUsha , 
I  Kings  18.  ,44,  fnay  io  an  inftaiic^  with 
the  h^lp  of  prejjwlice.,  grow  to.  the  .utter 
darkni«gof  the  bri^h^fl  rebucaowia ,  .and 
fill  the  whole  h^rii2K>%,wit}iJccivi|(eft:and 
Horror.  Soma:im^$..d»i«  Ettityjl^  gene- 
ral., npt  conftn^  y>  any  man-pe^fott, 
but.difTufed  to;tj^v^oleniaii;U]:s;-tj$o)ne 
tempers  there  4te:f0  malign  iiihanUc^ey 
wish  iU  to  all,  -sftd^i^Heyicillftf  aUi  like 
Thnon  the  Athejiign-,  who  ptii^^Mtar 
fetf  ;an  »ni?eifj»lln«»n-hatcr/i'jtefe  Tfthftfe 
guilty-  confcien^  i!^Jl^<Hs  di^oAldmfi^ges 
ofhimfelf;  iswtUiJjg  t*  pwtotsire  ikflic 
ugly  shape  uppH  ^hsMrhdle  •rij^eyn9«l 
to/oondude  tht^.j^-.iti^ ajte)l^i9iM!\ 
Wfice  ithey  butict^f^^iafpel^.  8fiA»4 
there/ore  when;  hfhiim  fde  Iw^rPie  ^«ri9: 
gUwmeHng  o{  i^^mhins^ny  fi%^f»l^$it 
as;  a  proof  of  hiis?  Hypothcfii ,  • ,  ^g^iKith 

an:«nvi6us  joy .-pajla  ito  as  ifew^tiipfidar 
toESr  HB  he  can^.-i  1  'Tis  c^rtwnit^fifiij^rp 
{om^rin  rwhof^  «StC9:..nPthiOg  (jm^y:6^ 
'  hafihfijttithe  (:{)99kd^^tip»i<tfot^<)^l^k 
as  on  the  cbntrary/(i9thing:l^<lia||M^ 

ous'9&arDefannit|Qiiii !  -  {P-/«Mic^jfeg»Yf  I  an 
apti  iHtoce  of,,  thi*  vpon  .^Tj^Sf^,  ^ 
nilliha^t;;  whoinit^wto^.a  r«ft»VftW^ 
hadli|N?§p,Qs'd.t«r  Qftfiga#iv«  lMllpft<>4t 

..->  what 
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c^what  di^lefure  Ariftides  had  don  him , 
he  replied,    Non^^    neither  do  I  know 
him^  but  U  grieves  me  to  hear  every  body 
foUbm  a  jufi  man.    I  fear  ibme  of 
iour  keflfieft  accufers  now  a  daies  may 
.  givc^  i^e.iame  anfwer.     No  man  that  is 
^mmeqit  for  Piety  (6r -indeed  but  mo- 
;rai  ver cue )  but  he  ihall  have  many  m- 
(idious  >  ties  upon  him  watching  far  his 
JuiltiMgi  ^tfnd^if  any  the  ieaft  obliquity 
-can  -be  ^(bi^d ,  he  i$^  iifed  worfechen  the 
^ileflr  HAiefador  r  for 'fuch  are  tried  but 
at  itme-beitf ,    and  know  tiie  utmioft  of 
theiir^^oM;  l^utthcfe  are  arraigned  at 
c?ftry>Table»  in  every  Tavern,    And  at 
itt^h^vairiesyc^f  Judicatures,  there  will     » 
fee  as  f^^t  vari0j?y  ^  of  -  fentences  \  pnly 
tis^  ')jtthMiionl^  d^ncur  in  this  one ,  that 
he  UWti'ilypoctite  [  nhi  then  what  eom- 
^lk«ek%y,what  triuinpfti  have  they  ifi  fuch 
^  ikr^b^ttt!^?  There  h  nqt  half  fo  much       \ 
%ieft»iJ3nf  ill  any  of' their  moft  ftudied     .  ! 
iikxtiif^V  H^'  i|>ma^  a^tds  thent  {6 

lyl5ftfef%t>^hetr  'mttof^r- « -  j 

i-  •  ii/iKtertER  fort' 6l^l5efra<ftofs  there 
vad  ,^VW)iexl?figW«f  4iw  tiot  fo  blackVbur  are 
tqb^myiii&nAtitdid,  muchttHd^light 

Wh^:'pix4  in^  ^akii^e  with  a  nei^bors 
':'Au  Crc- 
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Credit.    Of  .thofe  fome  wiU  pick  up  alt 
the  little  ftories  they  can  get  ^  t6  humor 
a  Patron:    an  artifice  well  known  by 
thofe  trencher  goefts ,  who ,  like  Rats , 
ftill  liaunt  the  bell  Provifions.    Thefe 
mtn  do  ^  almofl  come  up  to  a  literal 
fenfe  of  what  the  ^fahmft  fpoke  in  a 
figurative,  Pfalm.  14.  and ea$  f^, people 
for  breads  tear  and  worry  men  in  tlieit 
good  nanjes ,  that  themi^ves  may  ^t. 
It  was  a  Curfe  denounced  againft  ^/fi* 
off-fpring ,    that  ihby  should  ame  and 
crouch  for  a  morfd  of  bre^ad  \  Sam.  %. 
39/    But  fuch  men  court  this  as  a  pre- 
ferment,* and  to  bring  themfelves  with- 
in the  reach  of  it  ftick  hot  to  aflume 
that  vileft  office  of  common  Delators. 
There  are  others  who  when  they  have 
got  the  knowledg  of  another  mans  fault » 
think  it  an  endearing  tliink  to  whifper 
it  in  the  ear  of  fome  friend  or  confi* 
dent.    But  fure  if  they  muft  needs  fa- 
crifice  fome  fecret  to  their  fdendihip, 
they  ihould  t^t^a^ids  rule ,  and  not 
offer  that  which  coSf  them  nt^hmg.    If 
they  will  exprefs  their  confidence ,  let 
them  acquaint  riiem  with  their  own  pri- 
vate crimes.    That  indeed  would  show 
fomthing  of  trull:  but thefe experiments 

upon, 
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uponaaiOlheir  mans  cod ,  will  hardly  con- 
vince any,  jconfidecing  Perfon  of  their 
kindnefs,./: 

1%.  XrtEp.E  ftill  remains  a  yet  more 
triflit]^  foft  of  Defanaers ,  who  have  no 
deliber^e^/^dign  which  they  purfue  in 
it,  yet;l8rft  is  afliduous  at  the  Trade  as 
the  deMier.i^ontriYers,  Such  are  thofe 
who :  publiih  their  neighbors  jfaihngs  as 
they  read  :Cjjazets ,  lonly.that  they  may 
be  tcllij|g.News :  an  kch  whetewith  ibme 
peoplQ9  tpogues  are  ftrangely , over-run , 
whp  can  aslwell  hold  a  glowing  Coal  in 
their  mp^ch^,  as  keep  :any  thing  they 
think  Ncvl  ;>lwiy  will  fometimes  run  them- 
felves  outi  of,  breath ,  for  fear  leaft  any: 
ihould  ferMe  them  as  Abitnaaz  did  Cu- 
shi  X.  $ami  .18.  23.  and  tell  the  tale 
before  them-.  This  is  one  of  the  moft 
Childiili  (Vafiities  imaginable.:  and.fure 
men  muft  liave  Souls  of  a  very  low  le- 
vel r  th^t  can  think  it  a  commenfurate 
eni;ertiain0ient.  Otkers  there  are  who 
ufe  PefaipfSfQory  difcourfe,  neitlier  for 
tlie  love  of  News ,  ttor,  Defamatioa,  but 

fmrely  for  Ipve  of  talk :  whofe  fpeech 
ike  a  flowing  current  b^a^s  away  indif- 
criminatftly:  vfc^hatevCF  jies  in  its  way.  And 
indeed  fuchinceflant  t^k^ss ,  are  ufually 

peo- 
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p«opte,  nor  of  depth  enough  to  fuppiy 

tliismfcl^s  om:  of  thejt  orw^n^  ftore ,  and 

chtbeforii^^iiieipnoforreigfi  accdSonfi^afs 

by  th^m ;  <no{iiiort:  tfacit  the  Mill  whicjb 

is  aiwaies  jg(s»ng^  ^  c«i  alTbrd  any  watw^ 

tb  iiifrwflfft:{^lkiia\(v^  W4s:^^^^     eali  &ts 

^alkativene&  a  f^emininef  i vice ;  but  td 

fpeak  ifnjmfdaii^,  Ithiiiii^v  thowehtaVvd 

^iven, thenar  ItB&  inclofucelof  ^heScandal «' 

mev  Wc^inot  of  th^  fault,  •  and  he^thao 

fliiU^  ippBoniBte  iLiiqmaa^^  tro  Womeil) 

ikiay  ^In^c^  fdmetimesohesd  tb  .li^ 

^h;^m$€sls>^G^td\t  to  leek^ii  man :  jicb 

^ik  pdffiUc  ij(x>i jg^^  vildb  ililafMine  coxt^ 

pany,  where  ^^ill  be>iisl(h&rd  tx^.odg 

iii  i«  wosdsvW'^  ^  Female  I  Qdflliping. 

}^b»ie:imx:  iis  todrkSs  partiraftak:  of  DdF» 

iiiiq:U4i6t^  focmito^bejatDft 

vle^T  hnd^.l3d[)ank>'hi^  ^wfit  ik*yitTyGadb\ 

tfc^l  Ji;Ed^  »:td(ktxaiildiikfieninhe  beirweoi^ 

ut3^;;  N  .6  VD^/^kflb  Itius;  ilatw  J IbfC vo( 

Dd^mejr^v^^^tkld^ibH  aprrlto  jab9R]ll/ie 
tUcaf&ivwl^  HA  ni^.of  n^?fole&'i^tejp^! 

fi0t  ili3f$rinjai»^  thb  iff  ha /^ranti^ 

edfvi  that)kkeq^oaii  ahdxniioiis  are M 
inake  'a  dlftir^riBrcxnmt  foi^^it  p&ido 
yJii    ^;  K       ,  and 
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ahd^  envy  \'  ycXi^^izx  iasvidaties  to  ih« 
neighbor  ,i  xktrfi  are  equity*  ini£siikMOU& 

gm{ier{t6tie ^vrtiiadas  ftnolytas  ^i^sQii 
£nr)  with  hiltbtte;and  jtsiciiiMg^ 

bnskied.   !Na}fifpi3irllapS(iUiPtei^ 
Wkbm  the  Jpdakfir.  can  leaH  hie  fti^pcd\44 
of rtief^d ,  fth^  hjsbreris JEq^MflCdgire  hiii) 
(jredit :.  tbisrivun^Mof 'idfininafi^ 
idUtirdifdaufffe^:;  bciogblLcaspifejp^ 
that  rare  ftakofe  i^  at  aticrifdroiiv  »^^b 
asei^emixftlafifiiifibiy^lo^  dicf 

^oftiiii]pcidSH>led:Q>cbcjpei^  rn  i -'  rrii'{ 
.;  ^ nci|,  TB tiTc;  wetfieed  iiot<  ^iZ/j^e  wikndi 
is^Wsrft ;  iiflt8*^tiS)  c^tain  ati  aqobiadi 
BOdtie'<if 'tibmi^;(:oc  iiiiy^rJohabdnbi^^Mn 
^pbftion  widi  ifaun  )ibe|ngiatIaU  ableel9 
fireteiid'  tiiisins«airi^ 
ftice  or  Charity.  And  then  whacrjiodir 
SdviDrfaiesjih'2Bii}thd^d[afe?  wiU  heap- 
piiii^ble  :tO)thisn^  HitB4kski^t^/ir*§k)&. 

Ufting/Jhiis^jnRa^^Qii^^ul^^  id;;s.:iniio 
vjMMi  the  .ididates  of  fUifticr  or^&Iurii^a 
a(fbsL  diredl^y  dii:;  omtraiti^iim^riio&ldiemA 
feti^here  they  I  do  bot^odtfambpsk^ 
tibcilar  refpo&s  command^Vi ithiy  ida  irnn 
1-  Ji,  ^  plicitly 


S ^ ctrVIv iQf^OnchaniaUeTmtk    yy 
plickly  and^ncralljr  foibidjiU  fudi  dif-^ 

.i;.  F  OK  jixtft  tf. a  fkuki  divulged  be 
Qf  a  lighr.rfiat&re  >  the  ofTender  cannot 
t;jiiereby  meqoifa  mUch^  a^  to  be  made 
a  piiblic  difcourfe^  Fatot^is  a  tender 
thing ,  and  feidom  is  toil  and  bandied! 
without  TQcciving  fome  bniifc,  if  notr 
a  ^rack  r  f(Mr  reports  wc  know  Hkefnow- 
kaUs  gather  flill  the  faither  they  loul; 
a9d  when:  I  -have  ooce  handed  it  to 
another  »v  ho^V  know  I  how  he  may^ 
intprove  it?  Arid  if  he  deliver  it  fo  ad-, 
yanced  to  a*  third  >  he  majjr  give  his  coin 
tribution  aUb  to.it,  and:u>.iiia  fuccef- 
(Ive  tranfntitting ,  it  may  grow  tofucha 
fflonlbrous  bulk ,  as  bears  no  proportions 
to  its  Ori^nat.  He  muft  be  a  great 
granger  to  the  world  ,  diat  has  not  ex-^ 
perimentaUy  found  the  ivadx  of  this* 
How  ntany  perfons  h^ve  lain  under 
great  and  heavy  fcandals ,  which  have  ta- 
ke^A  their  Aril  rife  only  from  fpme  in-* 
advertence  or  indifcretion?  Of  fo  quick 
a  growth  is  Slander ,  that  the  leafl:  grain, 
like  that  of  mufl^ard  feed,  mentioned 
.  ^iat.  13.  jx.  immediatly  ihoots  up  into 
a  tree.  And  when  it  is  fo ,  it  can  no 
more  be  f  educed  back  into  its  firft  caufe, 

K  X  then 
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ty n  a  tree  icanfcrinkint^^t  little  feed; 
from  whence  it  firft  fptang.  *  Na  ruins 
are  §o  irreparable  as  thofe'of  reputation: 
and  theretore  he  that  pulls  out  but  on^' 
fibne  towards  the  breach  ,  may  do  a 
greater  mifchief  then  perhaps  he  intends ; 
and'  a  greatec  injuflice  too :  fbir  by  how- 
mucb  the  more  ftriftly  Juftice  obliges  to 
reparation  m  cafe  of  injuries  '•  don ,  fo^ 
much  the  mor^fevetelydtf'srlt^  prohibit 
the  doing  thiftfe  injuries  whkkare  unca- 
pable  oibeing  rieparcd.  In  the  Leviti- 
call  Law  he.  that  knew  hii  ox  was  apt 
to  gore ,  and.  yet  kept  him  not  up , 
ifood  Tcfponftble  for  any  ihifchief  he 
happened  to  do,  ExoA  %t.yt^\  I  think 
there  is  no  ^confidering  .man  can  be  ig-^ 
norant  how  apt  little  trivial  accufati--* 
ons  are  to  tear  and  mangle  ones  fame:* 
and  yet  if  theiaviih  talker  rcftrain  them 
not ,  he  certainly  ftands  accountable  ta 
God ,  his  Neighbor ,  and  his  own  Con- 
fcience  ,  for  all  the  danger  they  pco^i 
cure. 

i6.  B  u  T  if  the  report  concern  fome 
higher  and  enormous  crime ,  'tis  true  the 
delinquent  may  deferve  the  lefs  pity, 
yet  perhaps  the  reporter  may  not  ^- 
ferve  the  lefs  blame :  foi:  often  fuch  a 
'      :  "  '      dif- 
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difcovery  ferves ,  hot  to  reclame  but/  to 
enrage  the  offender ,  ahdbrecipitaje  him 
into  farther  degrees  of  ill.  JModefty  and 
fear  of  Iharjie,  is  one  of  thoie  natural 
reftraints  which  the  wifdoni  of  Godhas 
put  upon  mankind  ,  and  he  thatonce 
ftumbles ,  may  yet  by  a  check  of  that 
bridle  recover  again  :  but  wheii  by  a 
public  deteftion  he  is  faHen  under  that 
infainy  he  fear'd,  he  will  then  be  apt  to 
difcard  all  caution ,  and  to  think  he  ow's 
'  hirafelf  the  utmoft  plefures  of  his  Vice , 
as  the  price  of  his  reputation.     Nay 
perhaps  he  advances  farther  ,  and  fets 
up  for  a  reverft  fort  of  Fame,  by  being 
eminently  wicked  :  and  he  who  before' 
was  but  a  Clandeftine  difcipic ,  becomes 
a  Doiftor  of  impiety.   'And  furc  it  were 
bettertolet  a  conceledcrime  remain  in: 
its  wiflit  obfcuriy ;  then  by  thus  roui:- 
ing  it  from  it^  covert;  bring  it  to  ftand 
at  bay,  and  iet  it  felf  in  this  open  defi- 
ance ;  efpecially  in  rihis  degenerous  age , 
when  vice  has  fo  many  well  willers ,  that, 
hke  a  hoping  party ,  they  eagerly  run  into 
any  that  will  head  them. 

17.  And  tlus  brings  in  a  third  confi- 
deration  relating  to  the  public ,  to  which 
ehc  divulging  of  private  (efpecially  if 

they 
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^y,.b|e.>;(^^l  unyfual)  cirimes ,  do's  but 
an  ill  piece  of  fecvice.  Vice  is  contagi- 
ous ,  an4  <^^  peflilcntial  vapors  and  as 
l^e  pliaf  fift^u^d  bring  put  a  piague-fick 
f  erlbni  I  xq  inform  tnci world  of  his  dif-? 
safe  ,  yroulki  be  thought  not  to  have 
much  l^ejnriended  his  neighborhood  f  fo 
be  ths^  di^^laies  thefe  vicious  Ukers« 
whilil  be  i^fks  to  defame  pne ,  may  per- 
haps inic(^  ^  many^  We '  too  experiment 
tally  find  the  force  of  ill  examjf>les.  Men 
often  t^  up  fms  ,  to  which  they  have 
no  natural  ipropenfion ,  fnerely  by  way 
of  confprmity  and  imitation.  Butif  thc^ 
iiidanceliappen  in  a  crime  ,  which  more 
fuits  the,pra<%ice  of  the  bearers ,  tho  it 
cannot  be  ifaid  to  feduce ,  yet  it  may  en- 
courage and  confirm  them^  embolden 
them  not /only  the  more  frequently  to 
ad):  I  but  even  to  avowthofe  jdns  wherein 
they  find  tliey  (land  not  fingle ,  and  by 
difcovering  a  new  accefiary  to  their  Par- 
ty,  to  inyite  them  tiie  more  heartily  and 
openly  to  ^poufe  it. 

■  i8.  IXhbse  are  fuchefiedsasfurelydo 
not  very  Well  correfpond  with  that  Juftice 
and  CHarity  we  ow  either  to  particular 
Perfons  ,  or  to  mankincl  in  General: 
And  indeed  no  better  can  be  expeded; 

from 


I 

1  I 

ts,%T-.  VI.  QfVnhmtakleX'mk'   .79 

Siitn  ia  pra<%ce  which  iapftsfe^iy-  OPH: 
•;U;*di<fis  the  fcaotl :  mlc  both'  dl  luljice! 
:andL.Chacitv  i  the,  4ping  af-lv#!  3«it>iiW  te 
l4^  im.  Thai: .  this  dct's  &  i  r  .^isi^  i&an 
-hds;ft  r<$a<if  cdtjivtiSioi];  mi^|Hj)f>hiin ,  <if 
:;h(;jpiieafe  battoij^ofult  hSi)  QWntJitact. 
-Ah^miix  what  iblicli:ud«{j]<K  we^oek  to 
-hiiieoQUi;  ovm^uiks  witl^^jSUTofidke^^ 
what  varnifhes  nave  weforth((ik]^3;bfat 
m  )CK>t;jnQi!e«rt»ifif  ds^uifi^ng  ||ur..:Gor- 
4>ora£  biemifiies.i  theii  ^uvlrli&M^li}  afid 
.^er  svhaid;  w»  tfa'u^  |piubnC:j^d  ^gice  |s^ 
own.  defotmiixcsii  iw^  canBo^^tew'^atky 
^he  leaft  impidcCedUQa  of/a^HMhorsitOiiaer- 
maiik  undetqSbd*  hut:  Mac;:^ti^cf^ffiett' 
Irom  their  Uaflnng  &aih!^s^i;9fid>ii<}fcOJto' 
irexpofe  but  picodiunf  diMi/^^^  riMa  c«^ 
i^txi  be  r.  grddlbc ,  .la  1  SQW>r«i  aictt^ftahlf 
jpamality;  the»>  tb&?;  <!»Qdfmay)j  fiuK'iA 
thisiitflance^ft^iinr  iftaiiy^Dtk^s^.eiep^ 
iftdaxe  ivith  nsfi&beiiidwithilfca^iiEtthr. 

«iK  tSrbiK  kho^Qf :th$r(iiil«tt/!<:Cd9Mi^t«^ 

riixi»viritb.iKit>ii3;fa{fcft*  5!rh<M»ffM^i<tomcif 
pule&rfe':  a::S.^piaiittflll^>(alKi  ^  I^M 

.       ihani&:(ifir«c^  «ha^t}ttfol|ffl|g^li^ 
ibifl//  .  precept 


I 
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-precept,  of -doing  as  we  would  be  doh 
■to,  which' met  witb 'fo: much  reveredce 
osven  fei6m<  Heathens, -that  Severttsthc 
/Emperor/ prefert'd  it  ^  i6i  alt  the  Maxims 
jof  Phiioli^ttts ;'  Ihkiuldbe  thus  contem- 
•ified  add /violated' By  Chciftians,  and^that 
(COO  ubotf^eh  iligmliiiconiSderaUb  mo- 
«ti7<i9  4s  oiliaUy  pKVaii  indtiiscaieoi^De- 
ifadattiiaiKf  ri{  10 ,  -  •  -  vt-l  ,-•  •  -;;.;. . , 

i^.-  B  J^^ril^-!We  'are"  no:  to  oonfi- 
Uet  thifitc&ciilti  onty^  lA  its'ibot  as!  it  i$'ji 
^defeid?  iti^^iiftke  an^  €ii{siriiy ,.  bux/imits 
'prodd^iiDif'^flS'-ic  is /a  SeHdhaiy  of  more 
^uftiilPfMrlfncbai^dbl«|ie^;  .iThofe 
Itt^d^rJOilb^eaixs  te^dtrti^otaJakooSiovac 
«eighb^fl^  are3i3inoit  ^tiitokbme  'jKraodb 
Ibi^  tiM^no  tmik  ^ee6fnd^  kidifEif  ^;  -  thai: 
thb^^lMakisicifiUfikeefinhi^  oounfebiaii^ 
bkt^tl^ewlbpib's^.mit  vfiihedeigiine^ 
PerfoiC  ^fHecfofteft  whi%]^rof  drisikiiidi 

^^'ks&h^fi'^f^rsaeenw^iS^rtf-^  and 
iMflfk2fbseivMthi£&u»irieiikirKiM..cicdiu^ 

luderldiiaw 
hidb^  ofdicte^auitsi 

Mb^  w^  «f ^dmontiitjnp  Ai  j.  not  itfebi| 
fiodb&d  #^ubiiitfit]icilf(BnaiBiok^  «illft^ 

3':i:,-vQ!r|  .  which 
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<wjhkh  agjtia*begets  a  ie^ofndcf/  andib 
the  quarrd  ■*&  carried-  on  wjth  muti^ 
^  recriminations,;,  all  malicious  inquiries 
are  made-fntdedicli  btficts  njaiihncrs ,  and 
ithofe  thiti^'Yi^hich  pc^h?t^>;  they  didiii 
dofcts ,  •  qoiti^ife  be  prbclatrticd  upon  the 

r^t  h  ufiialiy^^fi^es  #Iri^XohdleabPa 
to."  W-tlfife  is  ofteij-o'i^i'nW  th<>'S?«4i'-5 
ifaiiccs  wft'  lfe''amon^''ftl^ds''a£id^.i'e-' 
If Cions ;'  'tfiB-  bEceds  'fefi  iffringehfe 
f§h  aniiripTittB  anioiigtVif^bOrs ;  itfijit 
"jfou  cannf6if '  ^<P  t»  one ', ",  but  "you  fliall 

»e'entertail^:5H"tK  ihy  eM^bragainft  thi^ 
eiher;  nay'ptt^iSs-yotr;ffialMofebbtH'; 
bcGiure  immt-yMi-  t^Tfdewitfi 

-':iht  rii¥^^  4?e  th$-^iflti'aTiWeqiiferti 

-d&g.er tiiaw^t5r;6Tffle'i:d%ue:  ^n^ 

\Wfat  a<:cBufl6"cart-^a'ny9i^§iii  *^*''*+"  lif^'-' 
I^i  dthcPlh'CHriJftiahl^- 
f  Rat  his  let  in^fuctf  atrafefMchiefs'l 
ft^etcly  to^m\^^  an  tftjbtfe^t  xHil^ 

fitittior  ot  fflnj  a  ttmmiit\V3ish\it 
liid,'6tti|bt^l*efWuarded7  WWe.ekpB'f^     ' 
^'•'^  L  but 
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|)lit  cannot  w|^uc  ddbight  to  him, 
f^  vdi  IS  oar^retiiKn,,  if  ctufs  pcofti- 

'  11.  Yet  if  we,  Gonfi4?'  ^  abftrad;- 
f 41y  from  thofq  faon  folw!i  miichiefi 
Khich  atteBi.'iJ.:  ilie  "Jfiji^^'V  an^ 
wmotd^tK(i.fi  it  fctsji;  below  an  in.- 
geaious  PmjIqii.  ,  We  gesewUy  think ,» 
tatltt  andfiufy^wly  a  ti^  of  no  fmall 
rtptoch:  vet  frilly  I  laiown(a,towho)^ 
ittiatwe  juftly^^eloags,  if??n'to  tl^5j 
w^a  bofy  .l;hppislYCS  .fi#  io,le^^niiig> 
atifltheq  i^  PJlW'ftl"8i^%ft'''"  9^9z 
(hers:  an  e#p|^9i"mqnt,whif)j)5|»p,.iVp<w» 
thpHgbt  aWyt,  CTen,ii^n,,^ta(eal«:f 
fex,  and  tjijnks  the  ptev%dqn  of  .ijicli 
impiirtansaj.  jrh^frhe  pfrf(:)Jjbys  theio;{9 
fJlSBge  thai;  wImIs  ,f oiiditig((i)f  Ijfe^  tf) 
convert  widowr-hood  (tno  a  Itatc  \vhtc|| 
ip  Qthefrefp^iftfiiheniw^Iif^Sff^,  iCor: 
7.  .8.)  intftnia'fp'^^.'j'r^^et.then  jjg 
jiofethfmfelvfjsipthet^jif^ppn,  ifw, 
^  13  •14',  .'Awtf.Theip'jWPKnee  cm^ 
iiot  aS^npi-pxcufe  for  it,  what  a  de, 
basement  ^,  it  of  mens  noUcr  faculties 
toi  be  duif^entertain'd?  The  Hiftotian 
gives  it  aa  ^  ill  indicatioi?  of  ^omhians 
t«mper,tKat^iecmploi'dhinifelfincatch- 
fng  and  toroi|2nting  Flies;  and  fute they 
', ,  ■   .      '         ■,  fall 
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hSa  not  tifn^  a  much  htttct  charaifler , 
feither  for  xvifHom ,  orepbdhatuire,  who 
thus  faacch  up  all  thelitcie  fluttering  re- 
|)Ort$ ,  thiy  'can  meet  ^ith  «p  the  preju- 
dice of  their  rieighborsi 

li.  But  beficles  the  divulging  the 
faults  of  others ,  there  is  another  tirancU 
of  l>etra(ftioh'  natuf^illy 'Springing  frotn 
this  root ,  and  this  is  <;enftiring  a^d  f(S 
vete  'jwiging  of  therti.  We  think  not 
we  have  welfplai'd  the  Hi'j^orians ,  when 
we  have  told  the  Ain^ ,  -  tinlefs  We  add 
alio  o^r  remarks;  and  animadverfionS 
oii  it.  And  ,2dtho  'tis ,  Ood  knows ,  had 
enough  to^fhake  a  naked  .relation ,  and 
truft  it  to  the  feverity  of  die  hearer^ ;  yet 
few  can  content  thcttifelves  with  that , 
but  muft  give  them  a'iample  of  rigor, 
and  by  thebitteimcfsof  their  OWncenfttre 
Invite  them  to  pafs  the  like ;  a  procefs 
contrary^ to  all  rules  of  Law  or  equity, 
for  the  Plantiff  to  a(iume  die  pirt  of 
a  Judff.  And  we  may  cafily  divine  the 
fate  of  that  mans  fame ,  that  is  ib  unduly 
tried.      ■     . '      ••    • 

iy  *Tis  indeed  f^iio  fee  how  many 
ftivate  ftrtljunals  kre  every  ^cre  fet 
up ,  wh^isfwe  Tea*  amd  Judg  our  ncigh- 
bot*s  aftibh',  but  fcaree  everac^uit  any. 
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W5  take  up  with  the  moft  ij^ppmpetcnt 
^yknefies,  nay  often fubornoiir own fur- 
mUs  and  jcaloufi^s  /  that  we  may  be  fure 
to  cad  the  unliappy  Criminal.  Hqw  nice- 
ly and  fcrupuloufly  do  we  exjiminc  every; 
circumftance^i  (Would  ^  Go4  we  were  but 
half  ^  a3  exad;  in  our  own  penitential  in- 
quifitions )  at¥l  torture  ijt  to  make'  it 
confcfs  fomething  which  am>eats  not  in 
^he  more  general  view  of  thi^  fad: ,  and 
which  perhaps  never  was  in  the  aftors 
intention?  Irji  a  word  we  dp lii^c  witches 
r.witji  their  Magical  Chymiftry ,  esf trad: all 
the  YGxii^  J  ap4  taJke  none  of  the  allay. 
By  this  mcatis  wc  confound  the  degrees 
of  fins ,  and  fcntence  deliberate  and  inde- 
liberate ,  an  habit  or  ian  ad  all  at  one  rate , 
th;s|t  is  commonly.,  at  the  utmofl:  it  can 
amoutlt  to ,  even  in  its  worfe  accepti- 
on:  and  lure  this  were  a  moft. culpa- 
ble corruption  in  judgment ,  .could  we 
ihew  our  commiflion  to  judg  our  bre- 
thren.  • 

X4«.B"WT  here  vye!^ may  cv^^r^  c^ttt  o£ 
us  interrogate  our  felves  in  our  Savior  s 
words ,  Whotnade.me  n  ^ij^|:Luke  ix. 
14.  'And  if  heJdifciani'd  it,,?wh'o  it  re- 
fpea:, .of; his  EM vjnit^.  l^d ^theSiwemc 

.;;/  r  «I  one 
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pas^Cac  Jcaft)  of  the  Litig^o;  had^e-^ 
fired  Ijiisjiaterpofiti^n ,  \yh4t  a^  boldnefs; 
is  it  ia  u^  to  alJufiEjc  it,  V¥j[^4^p.i(txfu(Ji 
appeal  \s  made  to  us,  but  on jthe  cop^ ' 
trary  tii9  party  dilb^ns  our  .Autority  ^ 
Nay^(  wliich  is  infinitply  mor$ ;)'tiisfupcr- 

^  fedpd  by  our  gteac  Law-giver ,  in  that 
exprels  prohibition.  Mat.  7*;  r.  Judg 
not^^  and  that  badjc^d  with  a  fev^ere  pe-^ 
nalty,,  that  ye  be,  mt  judged!  ^K^  God 
hath  appropxiated  ye^ngeance  to  hirnfelf , 
fo  :iws.  he  Judicature  alfo ;  and  'tis  an  in- 

'  va^oiK  of  his  peculiar,  for  any  (but  his 
Delegates  the   lawful  Magillruites )  to 

pretend  tq  eithet.' And  indeed:i/iiall  P"* 
vate  Judgment ,  fo  much  depends  upoi| 
the  intention  of  the  Offender ,  ^  that>un-^ 
lefs  we  could  pofTefs  our  felves  of!  Gods 
Omniscience,  'twill  be  as  irrational  as 
impious  to  aflume  his  Autoxity.  Until; 
we  know  mens  iieatts  ,  we  are  at  the 
be{t  but  imperfeft  Judges  of  theix  afti-. 
ons.  At  ou(r  rate  of  judging  St,  Paul 
had  furely  pafs'd  for  a  mo4m4^ci6u$ 
Perfecutpr,  whercas;  God  faw  he  ^i/i- 
gnoraniily  in  mbelief.^.. and  ujp^nt^^t  in- 
tuition liad,  merc^Mu  him,  ^|.  n*fijffi.  i. 
13.  Tis  thetefore  gbod  coujilTej^ -:^Iiich 
tlie  ^|W%  giveSi/irCor.^  Jwtg 
;     '      "  ^  V  nomng 
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n»tbk^  hefbn  the  tif$e^  until  the  Urd 
riww^.  For  tho  't«  fald  the  SmntT  s^aU 
judg  OkW&rU,  I.  Cbir;  6;  3  ,  yet  ix  muff 
ht  it-the  gireat  aflhtfe ,  ami  he  tljat  wili 
heed^  inckide  himfelf  into  the  x?ffice  be- 
fore •  "^he  time  J  will  be  in  danger  to  be 
fatheif^Palfiye  then  Aftive  in  the  Judica-* 
toryJ.  t  do  not  here  adyife  to  fiich  a  ftu- 
^id  tharity  as  ihali  make  no  diititiAion 
of  AiSfpns.  I  know  there  is  a  wo  pro- 
nottricdl  as  well  to  thofe  who  caU  ^U 
gpddy  dsgpod  toil.  Surely ,  wheft  wefee 
an  outfit  notorious  fin .  committed ,  we 
msif  .ekprefs  a  deteftation  of  the  Qmat « 
rihio  hi(it  of  the  A  Aor ;  iiay  it  mayfomc* 
times  ht  i  heeeflaty  Charity ,  both  to 
the  pander ,  and  to  the  innocent  Spe- 
ftatotsf ,  as  an  Amalet  to  keep  them  from 
the  Contagion  of  the  Example.  Butftill 
even^  in  thefe  cafes ;  our  Sentence  muft 
not  ekceed  the  evidence ,  we  muft  judj 
Ottly  according  to  Hie  tifible  uhdoubte( 
iitin«anc«!  =.,«!  not  ^avate  the 
tfixAt  upon  prefumdonis  and  coiijeoures ; 
if  we  <^o ,  how  right  foevcr  our  cuefl«s 
tiktf^ty  our  judgment  is  not,  but  we 
aire  ii'  St  James  §iiMs  ,  Judges  (fevil 
/^A^>,  Chap.  i.4. 
*c.   I'^  D  BED*  diis   taih  judging 
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'  ;iKin.>  Jb«ttic.is4n^i9f'.tibegf<bafiefti|»ridc) 

w«  alw^ies  loo)(l4Qwn/witilfieQM;Q«)t  pn 
tj^jac  ti^  .^c. ,  And:  c^ftinlyl  thmrji 

in)i^.}(Hl9ii|l^iQltA«»fir4iB€4ti0iiS  1 :  MvY  lite 

^0^<SMly  dpj  <<l»f  nt%  iIms  Q(Xi£Mi<ii»s  haft 
a)j»r  h  |of  biy  l^a«t>Mf!Q  lure  ibt  p«irp«nt«% 

^9ci-{  W^arejAi;iJicbei»lMbit?Mitaiof  j<i<ii/ 

iU»^hf  r^4  fffft^  i^««i|  «»r  Utmi:*  r«vlr 

c:ii^  r:Q9€  hfm:  jin»^m  'Vm  <*r«  in  H^m 
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;,  4^.  LASarLT  this  ju(%ing  orfi^s  is 
one  of  tike  higheft  viokiti<»ns>f  ChaVfty-. 
lie  Apofli«  giv€S  k  sM  one  of  the  pro^ 
perdes  of  ihac  gtaee ,  thkt  it  thiHk^»»e' 
vfi  (i,]4.}  A^  not  aptto  nlakefev«r6'Coa- 
ftniaionss  hut  icicVdty  thing' ihf the 
faireftligl^*  pucs itli^moft  candid  iAt^- 
pEdtationsfi^b^  dlie  iHJMkteflP^will  b^avr  And 
tfuty  dil^lS'Of  igtedl;  liiijpcirtance  td  the 
seputaficyft  ^  our  n^g^tfrs.  Th^  Wtnrki  , 
^e  luft>w  <i^1pK  maUof^  itiftaAces  exbf^riie^ 
ly  gotitff  tfict>by  bplflitfff:?  hut 'in:  th$S/4iS 


and  '4C^M4tfkftirak^^%^heffk.  ^I^.  tRis 
Cfipkfdfiri'^^ifait  alv^eii^^^aEied  hy^  <kfe 
motived  V  IbUfi^timesiittidtieciiktttJS^/ilii^ 
erfoe»  iiincrf  ,o^Si(tfteft  pr^ofref]i$i$>k6^ 
vetns  iftJte "  'So  that-^iflifft^^  tiniei  helKai 
p«n»  'thdogi:^^  iU'  C-k»a^aa  'iixe^  M 
fta«ip>'  iWlteh-afterwkrJte  goes  cuftent^itf 
dfe)  9i^o>kili'!The'  gerfOt^iiy  of  ^^1^ 
tiikb2«pr^udi<%s(^«^h^^Mdoc^ligi^^)!^^ 
ilpan.tr«rfl{^  ;aAd>of^h5l^^thht^a«e>1ndt:^ 
eui^toiisiiftitn^ttirinf'fi&ftowfhe  gr«uft;as^;> 
there?  are'Tfbp  ihatqfriWii^^^^aiiy  eSf  tfife^ 
more  chak^abte  haft&,^%tfl$kin'g  tlt«f<$!)aP 
mon  fentence  to  review ,  with  iAt^fit  W 
*•■- v^  mo- 


/ 


Sect.  VI.   OfVncharitableTruth^,  89 

moderate^  but  inhance  it.  Men  are  apt 
to  think  It  fome  difparagement  to  theiif 
acutenefs  and  invention,  if  they 'can- 
not lay  fomething  as  fliarp  upon  the  fub- 
jeft ,  as  has  bin  laid  before ;  and  fo  'tis  the 
bufinefs  of  many  to  lay  on  more  load , 
but  of  few  to  take  off:  antl  therefore  he 
that  pafles  the  firft  condemnatory  fen- 
tence ,  is  like  the  incendiary  in  !a  popular 
tumult ,  who  is  chargeable  with  all  thofe 
diforders  to  which  he  gave  the  firft  rife, 
tho  that; free  not  his  Abettors  from  their 
ihare  of  the  guilt. 

'  xy.  Akd  as  thfS  is  very  uncharitable 
in  rcfpcd  of  the  injury  offered ,  fo  atfo 
is  it  in  reflexion  on  the  grand  rule  of 
Charity.  Can  we  pretend  to  love  our 
neighbors,  as  our  felves ,  and  yet  ihall 
oiir  love  to  him  have  the  quite  contrary 
ctfefts  to  that  we  bear  our  felves  ?  Can 
felf  Jove  lefleh  our  beam  into  a  mote , 
and  yet  can  our  love  to  him  magnify 
his  mote  into  a  beam  ?  No  certainly ,  true 
Charity  is  more  finccre ,  do's  not  turn 
to  us  the  reverfe  end  of  the  perfpe(ftive , 
to  reprefent  our  own  faults  at  a  diftance ,  • 
and  in  the  mbft  diminutive  fize,  and 
yet  fliuffle  the  other  to  us  when  we  arc 
to  view,  his.    No ,  thefe  are  Tricks  of 

M  Le- 
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ILegerdemain  we  read  in  another  Scholei 
fvcn  in  his  wbofe  ftile  is  tb0  aecufer  $/ 
the  brethren.  We  know  how  frcqttcnd  jr 
God  protefts  fig^inft  falfe  weights  and 
falfe  mefures.  And  fure  'tis  not  only  in 
the  fiiop  or  market  that  he  abhors  them , 
they  are  no  tefs  abominable  in  conver* 
fation  tiwn  in  traffic^  To  bay  by  one 
mefnre  and  felt  by  another ,  is  not  more 
unequal ,  then  it  is  to  have  thefe  diffenog 
itandards  for  our  own  and  our  neigh* 
bor^  £iulrs ,  that  our  own  iball  weigh ,  in 
the  Prophet  Jeremics  Phrafe ,  Rghter  then 
vanity ,  yea  nothing ,  and  yet  his  ( tho 
really  the  lighter )  ihall  prov^  Ziacharies 
talent  of  lead.  This  is  fuch  a  partial^ 
)ity,  as  confifts  not  with  common  ho 
nefty ,  and  can  therefore  never  be  recom 
ciled  with  Cbri ftian  Charity :  and  bow 
(kmurely  foever  fiich  men  may  pretend 
to  fanftity,  that  interrogation  of  God 
preilbs  hard  upon  them,  shall  I  count 
them  pure  with  the  wicked  balances^  and 
with  the  bag  ofdueUful  weigbtrl  Midi 
6.11.  Such  Ktter  inve^ves  againft  o- 
ther  mens  faults  ,  and  indulgence  or  pat- 
Hation  of  their  own,,  ihews  their  %e^ 
Kes  in  their  fpleen ,  and  rfiat  thr^  con: 
t5<}gr  not  1/0  ijiHch  what  is  d^,  as  who 

do's 
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do's  it : .  aiid  tx>  ftich  the  feittence  of  rbe 
ApofUe  is  very  applicable »  Rom^  i.  i. 
Therefiftt  tim  art  inexcu/able ,  O  man  ^ 
^f^fiexier  thm  art  that  judgefif^  wheri^ 
in  thou  judgeB  another  thm  coniemnt^ 
tfy  fe^^  for  thou  that  judgeft  dofi  the 
fame  tb'mg.  But  admic  a  man  have  tiot 
the  vei^  iame  guiles  he  ceniures  iti  an^ 
other  ,^  yet  'ds  lute  every  man  hals  ibnie  \ 
and  of  \^hdt  fort  foever  they  be ,  ke  dcs^ 
fires  not  they  fhould  berigoioufly  fcsitt'd ; 
and  therefore  by  the  rule  of  Charity « 
yea  and  liiftice  too  v  ought  not  ito  do 
that  wIiicIl-  he  would  not  fitfler.  If  btt 
can  fmd  extenuations  fer  his  own  crimes  ^ 
he  is  inr:^  reafou  to  prefiime  others  may 
have  fb  for  theirs :  the  tonimon  fraikj^ 
of  our  nature  5  as  it  is  ^t  ai&e  tdbctrajff 
us  ^o  Isuiks^  fo  it  tfives  as  eduil  ihire 
in  die  excurerandt^reforewhartwotdd 
late  tn&  for  the  tSt^  ai  impckency  o« 
insb^erttuce  in  my  &^i  I  (tan  widt  no 
tofersiNk  ingenaiiy  give  a  woife  ifamo 
to  in  hinfi 

%%.  W  B  have  tusw  viewed  both  thele 
tMaitdiies  a£  Deteaidtail^  fedn  bdth  the 
im  and  mifdhiefs  of  them  4  we  tudy-ncfN^ 
jaiti  diem  tdstthec  in  a  conducbftgdb^ 
^rrvat^,:  \mds  is ,  tfaiatM^y  avebaim^ 

Mi  prttcl«n!e 
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prudent  as  they  are  unchriftiaa.  It  has 
hin  received  among  the  maxims  of  c;iyil 
life ,  not  unneceflarily  to  exafperate  any- 
body ;  to  which  agrees  the  advice  of  an 
ancient  Philofopher ,  Speak  not  evil  of 
thy  neighbor,  if  thou  doft.thou  fhalt 
hear  that  which  will  not  fail  to  trouble 
thee.  There  is  no  Perfon  fo  inconfide- 

.  rable,  but  may  at  fome  time  pr  other 
do  adifplefure :  but  in  this  of  Defaming 
piiwntcd  no  harnefllng ,  no  prepacatian : 
p very  'man  has  his  weapons  ueady  for  a 
retui^fl:  ib  that  none  canihaoit  thefe  ar- 
rows* but  they  mull  cxpeftfthfejr will  re- 
y«3:t.;with  a  rebounded  force;  tiot  only 
tp  :die:violatioa of  Chrifhan  %}mty.  (as 
I;^havfci  before  obferv'd)  biit  td  the  Ag- 
g^r/dfler «>  great  fecular  detriment ,  both 
mfamk,  andoftentimesintqreftalfo.  Re- 
i>toge  is  jftiarp-fighted ,  and  overlooks  no 
opportunity  of.  a  retahationi  and  that 
commonly  not  bounded  asr  the  Levitical 

♦  ones :  were ,  jin  eie  for  an  eie ,  \a  tooth  for 
a  toothy  Exod.  21.  24.  no  nor.hythe 
krg§ri  proportions  oi  their  reftitutions 
fourfMi  fExod.  ix*  i-  but  -  extendiwJ 
t^.rtHc  utmoft  power  of. did  ixifli&cari 
3ct)iC  fixamples  ;are  innumentbk  o£  mca 
who  >haiv«  thus  kid.  themfelve&sa^pen/  iii 
•   .     ;  <  .    r  thciir 
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thcii?  gteateft  coiiceiais,  and  have  let  loofc 
the  hands  as  well  aSTdhgues  of  others  a- 
gainft  them ,  ^merely  becaufe-they  would 
put  no  r^eilraint  4lpoh  thcitbwri :  Vhich  is 
10  great  indifcretiori ,-  that' to  them  we 
may  well  apply  tJiat  of  Solomori^,  'A^fooli 
mutJ:)ishisJ€ftruifmi  andhh^'df^t^ 
fnare^^M^  -  '}'      > 

i^.  And  tiotv  Wh6  (ian  fftfii(*lendy 
wonder  ^  that  a  pitt&tce  that  i<>  fit^^aIts 
our  intereitof  both  wotlds',  fhi&^  come 
uhiverfaJiy  to  ^prevail  amofiig[Ju§?^  Yet 
that  ip  do'fe  fo,  1  my  appfeajfc  t*  thei 
cottfcieitties  of  moA:,  *'aiid  td'the  bhfdt^ 
vaioni  of  all;  What  fo  eoJnSftfefi  To^ 
pic  <>f idifcourfc  teth^Bf 6 ,  asthtj$^^ai:fc- 
oitlngrciar  tleigHbots^?  Cditie  ihtd^^oiH^- 
pany  of  all  Ages;  a^RJ^nks;* "ill; Pro*.' 
fei&ms ,  this  is  the  cbnftaAl?  ei^^taki- 
mcnti:>  And  I  doubt  Jie  thie  ^at  -  flefeht 
Ihall  duly  recolle<ft:the>occutrefl(!4s*  df 
theday,  ihall  very  ricel  j^  beable4fe  frfy^  he 
hasfpei^  it  without  hearing  <>#fp88f^ng 
(  perhaps  both  )  foqarewhat  of  thS^^  ktiidJ 
^^.;eTen  tliofe  who  reftr^n  iiil^alki^i[ 
other: liberties,  are  often  apt? td'Ktduige 
to  thisf  t  :many  who  agpc  ib  jttft 't^heir 
iKighhdrs  property,  diat  aS  AlapaWam' 
once  faid.  Gen..  14.  x^.  fbeyo^tdifa 
-  ;  take 
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take  from  him ,  even^frm^  tbred  to  a  Jhoe 
iaffhet »  SMre  yet  ^qi  iocOofiderate  of  his 
Faipe,  ^s  to  find  diemf^lves  difcoutfe 
at  the  expense  of  tha^:,  tho  iafimtly  a 
grcatet  Injury  the,n:  the  robbing  of  his 
Co^er:  which  ihe^s  \^ac  falfe  mefures 
we  aire  j^,t;o  uKe,«l'  things  ,  a»d  evin- 
ces that  m^ny  of.  jchofe «  whohfivcnot 
Qfliy  inigene^abjti^d^e  wotld.  in  theif 
|>aptifiQ ,  ibut  4p  in  oi^ny  inftances  feem 
to  thett^elves  (^  weU  ias  others )  to.haye 
gain'dv  ^  fttpoiiority-  over  it ,  do :  yet  in 
this  ^difcernjibly  yiKld  it  the  gteateft 
taUgn  oi  ^QYewsux  t  by  permiixingitto 
fbtich^lbj^ardsaoac^mates  of  things , 
a9d  wi^  ■  it^  ^vftDiiuiry:  Prefdciptsion^ 
fijc  J^a\y<$i  (.  For  ^bat  be^dei  this  im- 
ha^^Llp:ry0ty  t<^!^ftofli;  can  jpoSbly 
recQf¥^?  9>eii  that .  iown  Chriijuaffiity « 
to  iicprilfctce  for  Ytridely  diftant  £ro0t  iti 
'TiS'SEiMiAthc^  tteK  proldsi  theihfelyea 
ffijCn/^f ^lii}  woifldj  wliO:de£gn  only  tfaseic 
pQrt;teaf|jl'this:Uf&;'  may  take  jcup  as 
ipnKetimts  ^ondnk^  .(HtltaA  feemingly) 
tp^th^;ftnri?  hut  foe  thofe  who  pfopdTe 
higher  :h^Q9  to  themfeives*  aaolkndvir 
thi^Ch^^  is  c<ie:  of  the. main?  ptop9 
tp^  im1»  hopes ,  hovr  fooIifliiyrtlD'  tjbey^ 

uod^Kiaitue  thcfni^iq& , .  wktn  thisy  tixa^ 

'     -.  '  aft 
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a6k  againft  their  principles,  aiid  thatup^ 
on  no  other  Autority » but  that  of  pojmlar 
ufage  ?  I  knov^  men  are  apt  to^  excufe 
themfelves  upon  dieir  indignation  againft 
vice ,  and  think  that  their  aeal  mu^  as 
well  acquit  them  for  this  violation  of 
the  fecond  Table ,  as  it  once  did  Mofes 
for  the  breaking  both  ,  £x.  )%.  19*  But 
to  fuch  I  may  anfwer  in  Chrifts  words  ^ 
Luke  ^.  5'5'.  Te  know  mt  what  mamur 
of  Jptrit  ym  are  of.  .  Meeknds  and 
Charity  are  the  Evangelical  graces « 
which  will  moft  recommend  and  affi* 
milate  us  to  him ,  who  was  meek  and 
lowly  in  heart.  But  a6:er  all  this  pre- 
text of  Zeal ,  I  fear  it  is  but  a  cheat  we 
pot  on  our  felves ,  the  Elder  brothers  rai* 
ment  only  to  difguife  the  S^pplanter. 
Gen.  If.  Let  men  trulv  rai^ack  their 
owii  b^afts,  and  I  doubt  the  beft  will 
find  there  is  fomthing  of  vanity  which 
lies  at  the  bottom  ,  if  it  be  not  the  po« 
fitive  fcHTt  mention  d  before ,  of  deigning 
to  illuftrate  my  felf  by  others  blemifhes , 
yet  at  leaft  the  negative ,  diat  I  am  un» 
Willing  Vfy  incur  liie  contemt  incident  to 
thofe ,  who  fcruple  at  fmall  fins*  Befidetf 
I  obferve  perhaps/  that  'as  Ae common 
entertainment  of  the  world ,  to  ddfanie 

their 
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their  neighbors ,  and  if  I  ftrike  not  in  up-, 
on  the  Theme ,  I  ihall  have  nothing  to 
render  me  acceptable  company ;  perhaps 
J  ihall  be  rfeproched  as  morofe  or  dull ,  and 
my  filctfice  Ihall  be  conftrued  to  proceed 
not  fronl  the  abundance  of  my  Charity , 
but  the  defeft  of  my  Wit. 

30.  But  fiirc  they  that  can  thus  ar- 
gue ,  do  hereby  give  a  more  demonftra- 
tive  proof  of  that  defe^.  He  whofe  wit 
is  fo  precarious,  that  it  mud  depend  on- 
ly upon  the  folly  or  vice  of  another, 
had  beft  give  over  all  pretence  ,to  it< 
He  that  has  nothing  of  his  own  growth 
to  kt !  before  his  gucfts ,  had  better 
make  no  invitations ,  then  break  down 
his  neighbors  inclofure ,.  and  feaft  them 
upon  his  plunder,  Befides  how  piti- 
ful an  acteftation  of  wit  is  it,  to  be  able 
to  make  a  difgraceful  relation  of  ano-. 
ther?  No  fcolding  woman  but  may 
fct  up  fuch  Trophies.:  and  they  that  can 
value  a  man  upon  fucKan account,  may 
prefer  the  Scarabes ,  who  feed  upon  dung , 
and  are  remark'd  by  no  other  property , 
before  the  Bee  that  fucks  flowers  and  re- 
turns hony. 

.31.  B  u  7  in  the  next  place  admit  this 
reftraint  ihpuld  certainly  cxpofe  one  to 

that 
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that  reproch  ;  methinks  this  ihould  be 
no  news  to  thofe  who  know  the  con- 
dition of  Ghriflianity  is  to  take  up  the 
Crofs :  and  fure  it  cannot  weigh  lighter 
then  in  tiiis  inftance,  What  am  I  the 
vvorfe  if  a  vain  Talkative  Perfon  think 
me  too  referv'd  ?  'Or  if  he  ♦  whofe  frolic 
levity  is  his  difeafe ,  call  me  dull ,  becaufe 
I  Vapor  not  out  all  my- fpirits  into  froth? 
Socrates  when  inform'd  of  fome  deroga- 
ting Speeches  one  had  ufed  of  him  be- 
hind his  back ,  made  only  this  facetious 
reply,  Let  him  beat  me  too  when  I  am 
abfent.  And  he  that  gets  not  fuch  an 
indifierence  to  all  the  idle  cenfures  of 
men ,  will  be  difturb'd  in  all  his  civil 
tranfadlion ,  as  well  as  his  Chriflian  s 
it  being  fcarce  poflible  to  do  any  thing, 
but  there  will  be  defcants  made  on  it. 
And. if  a  man  will  regard  thofe  winds , 
he  muft ,  as  Solomon  faies ,  never  fow  ♦ 
Eccl.  II.  4.  He  mud  fufpend  even  the 
neceflary  actions  of  common  iife ,  if  he 
will  not  venture  them  to  the  being  mif- 
judged  by  others* 

3  X.  But  there  is  yet  a  farther  con- 
fideration  in  this  matter:  for  he  that 
upon  fuch  a  dcfpicable  motive  will  vio- 
late his  duty  in  one  particular ,  lets  Sa* 

N  tart 
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tan  get  a  nfiain  point  of  him ,  and  can 
with  no  good  Logic  deny  to  do  it  in 
others.  Detraftion  is  not  the  only  fin 
in  fa(hion :  Profanenefs ,  and  Obfccnity , 
and  aii  forts  .of  Luxtfry  are  fo  too  ,  and 
threaten  no  lefs  reproch  to  thofe  who 
fcriipleatthem.  Upon  the  fame  grounds 
therefore  that  he  difcards  his  Charity  to 
his  neighbor ,  he  may  alfo  his  Piety ,  his 
Modeity ,  his  Temperance ,  and  almoft 
all  other  virtues.  And  to  fpeak  the  truth , 
there  is  not  a  more  fertile  womb  of  fin, 
then  this  dread  of  ill  mens  reproch.  O- 
ther  corruptions  muft  be  gratified  with 
coft  and  induftry ,  but  in  this  the  Devil 
hath  no  farther  trouble  then  to  laugh 
men  out  of  their  fouls.  So  prolific  a  vice 
therefore  had  need  be  weeded  out  of 
mens  hearts :  for  if  it  be  allowed  the  leaft 
corner ,  if  it  be  indulged  too  in  this  one 
inftance  ^  'twill  quickly  fpread  it  felf  far- 
ther. 

33.  Yet  after  all,  this  fear  of  re- 
proch is  a  mere  fallacy ,  flatted  to  dif- 
guife  a  more  real  caufe  of  fear  t  for  the 
greater  danger  of  reproch  do's  indeed  lie 
on  that  other  fide.  Common  eflimation 
puts  an  ill  CharaAer  upon  pragmatic 
iiiedling  people.    For  tho  the  inquifi- 

tivenefs 
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tivenefs  and  curiofity  of  the  hearer ,  may 
fomcimes  rendpr  fuch  ditcourfes  grateful 
enough  to  him  ,  yet  it  leases  in  him  no 
good  imprefiions  of  thje  fpeaker.  This 
is  well  obfcrv'd  by  the  Son  of  Sirach,, 
Eccluf.  19.  8,  9.  Whether  it  be  U  friend 
w  foe^i  talk  nat  (father  tnens  tives  ,  ami 
if  thou  cwift  without  offiencey  revele  them 
.not  ^  fisr  he  heard  and  obferv^d  thee ,  and 
^when  time  jcometh  be  wUlhate  thee.  In 
a  word  all  ^onfidering  Perfoas  will  be  e- 
ver  upon  dieir  gua^d  in  fuch  con^any , 
as  forefeeing  that  they  will  talk  no  lefs 
.freely  of  thm ,  thcui  they  do  of  others  be- 
fore them.  Nor  can  the  conimoniiefs  of 
the  guilt  obviatel  the  ccnfure  \  there  be- 
ing nothing  more  frequent  then  for 
,men  to  accufe  their  own  faults  in  other 
Perfons.  Vice  is  like  a  dark  Lantern', 
which  turns  its  bright  fide  onlyto  him 
that  beats  it ,  but  looks  blak  and  dif- 
.mal  in  atibtliers  hand:  ^nd  in  this  par- 
ticular none  has  fo  much  r^qn  to  fear 
a  Defaiher ,  as  thofe  who  are  th^mfelvcs 
fuch;  for  (bcfidesthc  common  pruden- 
tial motive  )  their:  own  confcioufnefs 
gives  them*  an  inward  '•  alacm  „  and  makes 
them  look  for  a  retribution  in  thie  Ug0^ 
:^fcind*  Thus  upon  rtiewWc  ma£t<a:  ?y€ 
<  r  N  X         '     '  fee 
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fee ,  there  is  no  real  temtation ,  ev^n  to 
our  vanity ,  to  comply  with  this  uncha- 
ritable cuflom ,  we  being  fure  to  lofe 
more  repute  by  it  then  we  can  propofe  to 
our  felves  to  gaift-  The  being  efteem'd 
an  ill  man  will  not  be  balaticcd  by  be- 
ing thought  plefant ,  ingenuous  compa- 
ny ,  were  one  fure  to  be  fo.  But  'tis  odds 
that  will  not  be  acquired  by  it  neither , 
for  the  moft  adiduous  talebearers  and  bit- 
tereft  revilers  are  often  half-wittsd  peo- 
ple: there  being  nothing  more  frequent- 
ly obferved ,  then  fuch  mens  aptnefs  to 
fpeak  evil  of  things  they  underfland  not, 
Jude  v.  lo. 

34.  O  Let  not  dicn  thofc  that  have  re- 
pudiated the  more  inviting  fihs,  Ihew 
themfelves  philtr'd  and  bewitch'd  by  this, 
but  inflead  of  fubmitting  to  the  ill  exam- 
ple of  others ,  fet  a  good  one  to  them ,  and 
endeavor  to  bring  this  unchriftiaacuftom 
out  of  fafhion ,  I  am  fure  if  they  do  not , 
they  will  be  more  deeply  chargeable  then 
others:  for  the  more  command  chcy  have 
over  their  other  corruption ,  the  more  do 
they  witnefs  againft  them(elv,es.  Their 
remifsnefs  and  willing  fubjcftton  to  this, 
befidcs  their  example  when  iU;  is  more 
^nfnaring  then  other  nicms.^and  is  ajst 

to 
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to  inftnuate  ealy  thouglits  of  the  fin. 
Men  are  apt  to  think  themfetves  fafc 
while  they  follow  one  of  noted  piety, 
and  the  autoritv  of  his  Petfon  often  leads  -' 
them  blindfold  into  his  faiUngs.  Thus 
when  'Peter  diflcmbled ,  Sc  'Paul  tells  us 
that  the  other  Jews  and  even  Barnabas 
atjo  was  carried  away  izj'tth his dijjimula- 
tion.  -Galat.  ^.  13.  And  I  doubt  not 
in  this  particular  many  are  incouraged 
by  the  liberty  they  fee  even  good  men 
take.  So  that  fuch  have  a  mote  accumu- 
lative guilt,  for  they  ^o  not  only  com- 
mit, but  patronize  the  fault:  the  confi- 
decation  whereof  has  kept  mc  I  con&fs , 
longer  upon  this  head  then  isproportio-  , 
JiabTc  to  the  brevity  of  tlie  reft  ?  but  I 
think  not  longer  tl^n  agrees  to- the  im- 
portance of  the  fubjcft.  .  .    ■ 

3  T-  And  now  fmcc  we  have  confi- 
der'd  the  malignity  of  this  fin  of  Dctra- 
ftio^;  and  yet  withall  find  that 'tis  a  fin, 
M'hich  as  the  Apoftle  fpeaks ,  dothfo  eaft- 
/y  hefei  us ,  'tis  but  a  natural  Corollary 
thjit  ,wc  inforce  out  vigilance  a^ainft;  it. 
And  where  the  importance  and  difficul- 
ty, arc  both- foftteiti,;  'tvyillbc  a  little  nc- 
ceflaryto  coijTider.what  arc  the  likelicft 
m^HS  ,  the  moft  appropriate  Antidote 
,  againft; 
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flgainft  this  fo  dangerous ,  and  yec  lb  £- 
pidemic  a  difeafe. 

36.  And  here  the  common  rule  of 
Phyfic  is  to  be  adverted  to,. viz.  co  ex- 
amine the  caufes .  that  ttie  remedies  may 
be  adapted  to  them.  I  fliall  therefore  in 
die  firft  place  defice  every  man ferioufly 
to  ftudy This  own  conftitution  of  mind, 
and  obfervc  what  are  his  particular  tcm- 
tations  to  this  fin  of  Detradion ,  whe- 
ther any  of  thofe  I  have  before  menci- 
on'd ,  as  Pride ,  Envy ,  Levity ,  &c.  or 
ajry  other  which  lies  deeper ,  and  is  only 
di/ccrntble  to  his  own  infpe^ion.  Lcc 
him  ^  I  fay ,  make  the  fcrutiny ,  and  then 
■  accordingly  apply  liimfeif  to  correft  the 
fin  in  its  firft  principle.  For  as  wh«i 
there  is  an  eruption  of  Humor  in  any 
part  'tis  npt  cured  merely  by  outward 
applications ,  but  by  fuch  alterative  Me- 
dicines as  purify  the  bldod;  lb  this  Le- 
profy  6f  the  Tongue  will  ftiU  fpread 
farth&r ,  if  ;it  be  not  check'd  in  its  Spring 
and  iburde  ,  by  the  mortifying  of  tho» 
corrupt  inclinations  ,  which  feed'  and 
heighten  it.  ,    .   . 

37.  T  H  I  s  is  an  ihcjuifition  I  muft 
leave  to  every  inaiis  own  CoirfdeiBce , 
which  alone  can  .teftify  by  what  im- 
pulfes  . 
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pulfes  he  ai^s.  Yet  as  the  Rabbins  were 
wont  to  iay ,  that  in  every  Signal  Judg- 
ment which  befel  the  Jews ,  there  was 
fofne  grain  af  the  Golden-calf;  fo  I  think 
I  may  venture  t6  fay ,  that  in  all  Detra* 
<3:ion,  there  is  fome  mixture  of  Pride : 
and  therefore  I  luppofe,  a  Caution  a- 
gainll  that ,  will  be  \o  generally  feafona- 
ble,  that  it  may  well  lead  the  Van  of 
all  other  advices  in  this  matter.  And 
here  'tis  very  obfervable ,-  that  God  who 
has  made  of  one  bhod  all  Nations  rfthe 
earthy  Aft.  17.  has  fo  equally  diftribu- 
ted  all  the  moft  valuable  privileges  of 
Hunian  nature  ,  as  if  he  defign'd  to  pre- 
clude all  infulting  of  one  man  over  an- 
other. Neither  has  he  only  thus  infmua- 
ted  it  by  his  Providence,  but  has  in- 
forc'd  it  by  his  commands.  In  the  Levi- 
tical  Law  we  find  what  a  particular  care 
he  takes  to  moderate  the  rigor  of  Ju- 
dicial correftion  ,  upon  this  very  ac-» 
count ,  left  thy  Brother  be  dejpifid  in 
thine  eieSy  Deut.  25^.  3.  So  unreafona- 
ble  did  he  think  it ,  that  the  crime  or 
mifery  of  one ,  ihould  be  the  exultation  of 
another.  And  S.  Taul  brands  it  as  agreat 
guilt  of  the  Corinthians ,  that  they  up- 
on the  pccafion  of  the  inceftuous  Pe^oii 

were 
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weft  pififd  lip  i  "^hen  they  should  have 
mourned^  i.  Cor:  y*  x.   When  we  fee  a 
dead  Corps ,  we  are  not  apt  to  infult  o- 
ver  it ,   or  brag  of  our  own  heahh  and 
vigor ;  but  it  ratlier  damps  us  y  and  makes 
us  refleft ,  that  it  may  (  we  know  not  iiow 
foon  )  be  our  own  condition.    And  cer- 
tainly the  fpeftacles  of  Spiritual  mor* 
tality  fhould  have  the  fame  operation. 
We  have  the  fame  principles  ot  Corru- 
ption with  our  lapfed  Brethren,    and 
have  nothing  but  Gods  grace,  to  fecure 
us  from  the  fame  cffefts ,   and  by  thefe 
infulting  reflexions   forfeit    that  too; 
for  he  gives  grace  only  to  the  humble ,  Jam . 
4.  6.  St.  Paul's  advice  therefore  is  very 
appofitc  to  this  cafe,  Gal.  6.1.    Bre-^ 
thren  if  a  man  be  overtaken  in  a  fault , 
rejiore  Juch  a  one  in  thejpirit  ofMeeknefs , 
confidering  thy  felf^  leaHthoualfo  betemt- 
ed.    In  a  word  the  faults  of  others  ought 
to  excite  our  pity  towards  them ,   our 
caution  as  to  our  felves,  and  our  thank- 
fulnefs  to  God,  if  he  hath  hitherto  pre- 
ierv'd  us  from  the  like ,   For  who  made 
thee  to  differ  from  another?  1.  Cor.  4. 7.  But 
if  we  fpread  our  Sails  and  triumph  o* 
ver  thele  wrecks ,  we  expofe  our  felves  to 
worfe.  Other  fins  like  Rocks  may  fplit  us , 

yet 
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yet  the  lading  may  be  prcferv'd:  but 
Pride  like  a  Gulf  fwallows  us  up;  our 
very  vertues  when  fo  Icvencd ,  becom- 
ing weights  and  plummets  to  fink  us  to 
the  deeper  ruine.  The  counfel  therefore 
of  the  Apoftle,  is  very  pertinent  to  this 
matter,  Rom,  1 1 .  20.  -ff^  not  high  minded , 
but  fear. 

38.  But  God  knows  we  can  infult 
over  others  when  we  are  not  only  "un- 
der a  poflibility ,  but  are  actually  involv'4 
in  the  fame  guilt:  and  then  what ^re all 
our  accufations  and  bitter  cenfuires  of 
others,  but  indiftments  and  condemna- 
tory feijtences  againft  our  felves?  And 
we  may  juftly  expeft  God  ihould  take 
us  at  our  word ,  and  reply  upon  us  as  the 
Prophet  did. upon  David ^  Thou  art  the 
man.  z  Sam.  it.  7.  For  tho  our  oiHcious 
vehemence  againft  anothers  crime ,  may 
tlind  the  eies  of  men ,  yet  God  is  not 
lb  mocked.  As  therefore  when  a  thief 
or  murdei^er  is  detefted,  it  gives  afl  a-, 
(arm  to  the  whole  confederacy ;  fo  when 
we  find  our  own  guilts^  purfued  in  other 
mens  Pcrfons ,  'tis  not  a  time  for  us  to 
join  in  the.profecution,  but  rather  by 
humble  and  penitent  refiedions  on  our 
felves   to  provide  for  our  own  fafety. 

O  When 
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When  therefore  we  find  our  lelves  (up- 
on  any  mifdemeanor  of  our  brother) 
ready  to  mount  the  tribunal ,   and  pro- 
nounce our  fentence ,  let  us  firft  confi- 
dcr  how  competent  we  are  for  the  office , 
calling  to  hiind  the  decifion  Chrift  once 
made  in  the  like  cafe ,  He  that  is  with^ 
out  Jin  let  himfirfi  caji  afime^  Joh.  8. 7, 
Attd  if  we  did  this ,   many  perhaps  of 
otir   fierceft  impeachers,    would  think 
fit  to  retire  and  leave  the  delinquent  (  as 
they  themfelves  finally  defire  to  be  )  to 
thfc  merciful  indulgence  of  a  Savior.   In 
fliort ,  would  we  but  look  into  our  own 
hearts ,  we  fliould  find  fo  much  work  for 
our  inquifitions  and  cenfure,    that  we 
ihould  not  be  at  leifure  to  ramble  a- 
biroad  for  it.  And  therefore  as  Lycurgus 
once  faid  to  one ,   who  importuned  him 
to  eftablilh  a  popular  parity  in  the  ftate , 
Pothou,  faieshe,  begin  it  firft  in  thine 
own  family:  fo  I  fhall  advife  thofe  that 
mil  be  judging ,  to  prance  firft  at  home. 
An4'  if  they  will  confine  themfelves  tor 
that ,  till  there  be  nothing  left  to  cor- 
ifeft,    1  doubt  not  their  neighbor  will 
be  well  enough  fettir'd  againtt  their  pe- 
traftions. 
39.  Another  prefervatioii  againilf 

that 
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that  fin  i$  the  frequent  comtemplation  of 
the  laft  and  great  judgment.  This  is  in? 
deed  a  Catholicon  againft  all :  but  we  find 
it  particularly  appliM  by  St.  5P^2i^/tothis 
^^  j^dgi^g  and  defpifing  our  Brethren^ 
PFby  do  ft  thoujudg  thy  brother  ?  or  why  doft 
thou  fit  at  nought  they  brotljerl  We  shall  all 
ft  and  before  the  Judgment  Seat  ofChrift. 
Rom.  14.  iG.  That  is  the  great  day  of 
Revelation  and  retribution ,  and  we  are 
not  to  anticipate  it  by  our  private  in- 
quefts  or  fentences :  we  have  bufinefs  e* 
nough  to  provide  our  own  accounts  a- 
gainft  that  day.  And  as  it  were  a  fpight-. 
ful  folly  for  Malefaftors  that  were  go* 
ing  together  to  the  bar ,  to  fpend  their 
time  in  exaggerating  each  others  crimes ; 
fo  furely  is  it  for  us,  who  ^re  all  gp« 
ing  toward  .  the  dreadful  tribunal ,  to 
be  drawing  up  Charges  againft  one  an- 
other. And  who  knows  but  we  may  then 
meet  with  the  fate  of  T^aniels  accuiers , 
fee  him  we  cenfur'd  acquit ,  and  our  felves 
doomed.  The  penitence  of  the  crirni- 
nal  may  have  numbred  bim  among  the 
Saints ,  when  our  unretra6led  uncnari^ 
tablenefs  may  fend  us  to  unquenchable 
Flames.  1  conclude  this  confideration 
with  the  wprds  of  St.  Jan^s ,  tUre  isQne 

O  X  Lav) 
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Lawgiver  who  is  abletofaveandtodeftroyy 
who  art  thou  thatjudgeji  another  ?  Jam. 
4.  II. 

40.  A  third  expedient  may  be ,  to  try 
to  make  a  reyuinon  of  the  humor ,  to 
draw  it  into  another  chanel.  If  we 
mud  needs  be  talking  of  other  peoples 
faults ,  let  it  not  be  to  defame  ,  but  to 
amend  them ,  by  converting  our  Detra- 
Aion  and  backbiting  into  Admonition 
and  fraternal  correption.  This  is  a  way 
to  extraift  medecine  out  of  the  viper,  to 
confecrate  even  thisfounhallow'dapart 
of  our  temper ,  and  to  turn  the  ungrate- 
ful, medling  of  a  bufy-body,  into  the 
moft  obliging  office  of  a  friend.  And 
indeed  had  we  that  zeal  for  vertue, 
which  we  pretend  when  we  inveigh  a- 
gainft  vice,  we  ihould  furely  lay  it  out 
this  way ,  for  this  only  gives  a  pofTibility 
of  reforming  the  offcnderi  But  alas  we 
order  the  matter  fo,  as  if  we  fear'd  to 
lofe  the  occafion  of  Clamor ,  and  will 
tell  all  the  world  but  him  that  it  moft 
concerns.  Indeed  'tis  a  deplorable  thing 
to  fee  how  univerfally  this  neceflary 
Chriftian  duty  is  neglefted ;  and  tolthat 
negleft  we  may  in  a  great  degree  impute 
that  ftrange  ^overflowing  of  Detraction 

a- 
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among  us^  We  know  the  receiving  a- 
ny  thing  into  our  Charge,  infenfibly  be- 
gets a  love  and  tendernefs  to  it  (  a  nurfe 
upon  this  account  comes  often  to  vie 
kindnefs  with  the  mother :  )  and  would 
we  but  take  one  another  thus  into  our 
care,  and  by  friendly  vigilance  thus 
watch  over  each  others  fouls,  'tisfcarcc 
imaginable  what  an  endearment  it  would 
create:  luch  certainly  as  would  infalli- 
bly fupplant  all  our  unkind  reportings, 
and  fevere  defcants  upon  our  brethren; 
fmce  thofe  can  never  take  place,  but  when 
there  is  at  leaft  an  indifference,  if  hot  an 
enmity. 

41.  The  next  cure  I  fhall  propofc 
for  Detraftipn,  is  to  fubftraft  its  nu- 
riihment,  by  fupprefling  all  Curiofity 
and  inquifitivcnefs  concerning  others. 
Were  all  fupplies  thus  cut  off",  it  would 
at  laft  be  lubdued.  The  King  of  Ethi^ 
opia  in  a  vie  of  Wit  with  the  King  of 
Egypt,  propofd  it  as  a  Problem  to 
him,  to  drink  up  the  Sea,  to  which 
he  rcplrd  ,  by  requiring  him  firft  to  flop 
the  accefs  ot  Rivers  to  it:  and  he  that 
wo>ild  drain  this  other  Ocean,  muft 
take  the  fame  courfe ,  dam  up  the  ave- 
nues of  thofe  Springs  which  feed  it.  He 

that 
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that  is  dlwaies  upon  the  fcent ,  hunting 
out  fame  difcovery  of  qthers ,  will  be 
very  apt  to  invite  his  neighbors  to  the 
ouarry ;  and  therefore  'twill  be  necefTaty 
ior  him ,  to  reftrain  himfelf  from  that 
range :  not  like  jealous  States ,  to  keep 
Spies  and  penfioners  abroad  to  bring  him 
intelligence,  but  rather  difcourage  all 
fuch  officious  pick- thanks :  for  the  fuller 
he  is  of  fuch  informations ,  the  more  is 
his  pain  if  he  keep  them  in ,  and  his  guile 
if  he  publifh  them.  Could  men  be  per- 
fwaded  to  affcd:  a  wholefome  ignorance 
in  thefe  matters ,  it  would  concmce  both 
to  their  eafe  and  innocence:  for 'tis  this 
Itch  of  the  ear  which  breaks  out  at  the 
Tongue:  and  were  not  Guriofity  the 
Purveior,  Detraction  would  foon  be  llarv- 
ed  into  a  tamenefs* 

4x.  But  the  moft  infallible  receit 
of  all ,  is  the  frequent  recoUefting ,  and 
ferious  applying  of  the  grand  rule,  of 
doing  as  we  would  be  aon  to:  for  as 
Detraction  is  the  violation  of  that ,  fo 
the  obfervation  of  that  muft  certainly 
fiipplant  Detradion.  Let  us  therefore 
wnen  we  find  the  humor  fermenting 
Withiii  us ,  and  ready  to  break  out  in 
PeclamatioQsagainft  our  brethren,  Let 

us. 
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us ,  I  fay ,  check  it  with  this  fliort  que- 
ftion ,  Would  I  my  felf  be  thus  us'd  ?  This 
voice  from  within ,  will  be  like  that  from 
heaven  to  St.  Paul,  which  ilopt  him  in 
the  height  of  his  carrier,  Aft^.9.4.  And 
this  vpice  every  man  may  hear ,  that  will 
not  ftop  his  ears ,  nor  gag  his  confcience » 
it  beiQg  but  the  Echo  of  that  native  Ju- 
ftice  and  equity  which  is  planted  in  our 
hearts :  and  when  we  have  our  remedy 
fo  neat  us,  and  will  not  ufe  it,  God 
may  well  expollulate  with  us ,  as  He  did 
with  the  Jews ,  JVhy  will  ye  die ,  O  htmfi 
ofljfraell  Ezek.  33.  ii» 

43 .  T  H  E  SE  are  fome  of  thofe  many 
teceits  which  may  be  prefcrib'd  againft 
this  fpreading  difeafe.  But  indeed  there  is 
not  fo  much  need  to  multiply  remedies , 
as  to  perfwade  men  to  apply  them.  We 
iare  in  love  with  our  Malady,  and  as  loth 
to  be  cured  of  th^  Luxury  of  the  Tongue  ^ 
as   S*  Augufiine  was  ot  his  other  Sen-» 
fualit^ ,  agairift  which  he  praied  with  z. 
Caveat,  mat  he  might  not  be  too  foon 
heard.     But  '«is  ill  dallying,  Vljere ptn 
Souls  iire  concerned :  for  alas  'tis  they  that; 
itr4?  wouAded  by  thofe  darts ,   which  we 
tht<5W  at  others.    We  take  ouraimper^ 
hapisi  at  our  Neighbors ,.  but  indeed  hit 

our 
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our  felves :  herein  verifying  in  the  high- 
eft  Senfe  that  Axiom  ot  the  Wife-man, 
He  that  diggeth  a  fit ,  shall  fall  into  it , 
and  he  that  roleth  ajfone^  it  shallreturn 
upon  him.  Prov.  15. 17.  If  therefore  wc 
have  no  tendernefs,  no  relenting  to  our 
Brethren ,  yet  let  us  have!  fome  to  our 
felves ;  fo  much  compaflion ,  nay  fo  much 
refpeft  to  our  precious  immortal  Souls , 
as  not  fet  them  at  fo  defpicable  a  price , 
to  put  them  in  balance  with  the  fatisfy- 
ing  of  a  petulant  peevifli  vanity.  Surely 
the  fhewing  our  felves  ill-natur'd  (  which 
is  all  the  gain  Detraftion amounts  to) is 
not  fo  enamouring  a  defign ,  that  wc 
fhould  facrifice  to  it  ourhigheftintereft, 
Tis  too  much  to  Ipend  our  breath  in  fuch 
a  purfuit  ,*  O  let  not  our  fouls  alfo  exhale 
in  the  vapor;  but  let  us  rather  pour  them 
out  in  praiers  for  our  brethren ,  then  in 
accufations  of  them  t  for  tho  both  the  one 
and  the  other  will  return  into  our  own 
bofoms ,  yet  God  knows  to  far  differ- 
ing purpoles ,  even  as  differing  as  thofe 
wherefwith  wc  utter  them.  The  Charity 
of  the  one  like  kindly  exhalations  will 
defcend  in  fliowers  of  bleflings ,  butthq 
rigor  aittd  afperity  of  tlhe  other,  in  a  fc- 
verc  doom  upon  our  'felves :   for  the  A- 

^^  po- 
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polUe  wUltdlus,  He  shall  have  JuJg- 
ment  witbmt  mercy  j,  that  hath  shewed m 
jw^^,  James  V  13* \,    . 
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THERE    is  9Mb  another   fault 
of  the'  Tongue .  injurious  .©>  duf 
hei^b&c:  and.  thaKiis  iDeiiiion  atid 

-  MwJtcry ;.  «n<I  ftcivihgjtwHrcndejf;  others 
as  ridicuious  and  c(^^^ntible  asA^daiii 
This  irijcerpeft  ©f  t^fubjcft  Aiatcerdtf'^ 

,  fers  from  the  .other. of  Detraction,  »s 
taach  .8$  fcMy:  ot  .disfsrmity  do's  from 
viee :  !yct  itncc!  injuries. 4»  well  «5  benc- 

.fits ,  are  to 'be  mmr^i>y  common  efti- 
matibn^v^s/may,  c(iiin$aik  balance  \*ith 

-  the  Qth|^r>b  Tfaiere  ls^fttldJageIler4«Ref- 
.  fation  itk^  h^fWian  ]  iiddvre  to  contemt  < 
-that  rthcigs  is  ftatide  ^hydtl^ng  nwJiifeex- 
i  aipetating.  \MfiU  ni>^'dei]^butjche'excei^ 
.  ot  ]die.avj^afioi|  i?tty»jbe:leverdiagaiftft 

-  Prid9ar'¥9^iure  f^oir^  a©'^  difdain  neifer 
:  fp]:ttng:«om,humili{y;f.-:ik»d  thgrdSorejlre 

-  ^     P  very 
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-  yeiy  f  ncompcVeiftt  torreftbrs  of  thdothef ; 
^fo^^chat  it  may  be  faid  of  that, ^s  onde 
it  was  of  Diogenes  ^ ;  that  he  trampled  on 
Tlato^s  Pride  with  greater  of  his  own* 

X.  Nor  is  this  injury  enhanced  on- 
ly by  the  Mfcfthtmcnt  of  .the  fufFerer, 
but  alfo  by  the  way  of  inflifting  it.     We 
gcneirally .  th^fc^tly)fe  ^rq,,^l^^  fevercft 
marRs  of  infamy  ,'  wliicli'  are  the  moll 
indehble.    To  be  burnt  in  the  hand  or 
pilloried,  is  a  more  lading  reprochthen 
::«e/be :fcoufged''yi?  cohfiriedl; -^  arid  k' is 
•  the<ftme  iti  tHl9  cafe;'  for  htf«fe  c^mon- 
ib^  Wit  is  thei  Liabir  ,1  wiiicteas f^fflM 


; 


<'  Si  di^aiiiotuit^  hesoasi  ieaiily  w^  out , 
-Q^fld  fi!p6'ti  cop|»€^ii-Q.t!thfefki>)«edii%s  of 

"|AqiKEKfortis-,va^igKiW:x  jtMH'trf^t  =  the 

^CirairaftcVs'  rfiat  theyi^  tan^iifeverlji^de- 

~fa«4  -Tlje' tfeuth-^^bf  thii'  daJ!lyl:fex|)eifi- 

ciieerattefttf.  cAJiWl  tmrnkdiy  cj^ickly 

-VAi»iflics;.fleiti5dy  thl«kidg  tt#JrA  i-e- 

« teeurifljf Ag  i  1  Imh^ta'm  il^el^d  with 

Wit?,<>ifcpief<ieS^6§ff9  ltf«t«fcfii8hito^i?ef- 

ftom  nil  the  -fescffo^ithe^aaifcrg'v'^'riT^t 

r  <7  Will 
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will  fear cp,  be  eradicated ;  nay  fomtim^ 
it  happens. .  to^  furvive  hpth, fpcaker  an4 
hearer.,'  jand  9onvcys  it  feliiF;?opofterity:; 
It  being. npt,unufua|,foy  jhp  farcafnas pf 
Wit  to  .be  jtranfmitted^  J  in  fto^,  And 
as  it  tlms.gires  an  qdg<:  fp  alfo^d^^ 
add  wings  to  a  ireprpch ,  inak,es  it  fly  a? 
broad  i^a.  an  inftant.  Many  a  popr  mafis 
infirmities  had  bin  con^ned  to  the^^^ior 
ticc  of  a^  few;t^ationspriie§ghbpr^,,  had 
not  iome;  remarkable  ftrei;i  rpf  drpljery 
(catter'dand  difperfedrfijE^* ;  ThejcftFer 
commends  the  Defamation ,  andiscomr 
monly  fo  incorporate  with  it,  that  they 
cannot  be  related  apart.  ^  And  evea 
thofe  who  like  it  not  in  one  rel|)e<ft , 
yet  are  niany  times  fo,  tranfported  with 
it  in  the  other,  that  they  chufc  rather  to 
propagate  the  contumely ,  then  ftifle  the 
conceit.  Indeed  Wit  is  fo  much  the 
Diana  of  this  age ,  that  he  who  goes  a- 
bout  to  fet  any  bounds  to  it ,  muftcxpeA 
an  uproar  ^  A<fts  ,i9.-;>8»  or  at  leaft  to 
be  judged  to  have  impofed  an  envious 
inhibition  on  it ,  becaufe  himfelf  has  not 
ftock  enough  to  maintjaitV.4ie  trade.  Bu( 
how  ever. fti^rp  or  un^Kpcded th^iQcm 
lure  may  feeiiipp  be,  ye?  'lasncceflarythsii 
plain  doiKTunght  trufii?  -^mk^  i<m^mv& 

P  X  be 
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be  ipoken ,  and  I  think  that  will  bear  me 
out,  if  I  fay  *tis  poffible  men  may  be 
as.  oppreilive  by  their  Darts,  as  theirpo- 
iver ;  and  that  God  did  no  more  deugn 
the  meaner  intelleAualls  of  fome  for 
triumphs  to  the  Pride  and  vinity  of  the 
niore  acute,  then  he  did  the  poffeffions 
of  the  lefs  powerful ,  as  a  prey  to  the  rs^- 
pihe  and  avarice  of  the  mighty, 

3.  A  N  D  this  fuggefts  a  yet  farther 
aggravation  of  this  fin ,  as  it  is  a  per- 
verting of  Gods  defign ,  and  abufe  olthe 
talent  ne  has  committed  to  men  in  truft. 
Ingenuity  and  quicknefs  of  parts ,  js  fure 
to  be  reckoned  in  the  hj^eft  ranks  of 
Blefling ,  and  an  inftrument  proper  fpr  the 
moft  excellent  purpofes :  and  therefore 
we  cannot  fuppofe  the  Divine  wifdom 
fo  much  Ihort  of  Human ,  as  not  in 
his  'intention  to  affign  it  to  iifes 
\#drthy  of  it.  Thofe  muft  relate  either 
to-  God ,  our  felves  ]  or  ouf  neighbors. 
Iri  reipeft  of  God,  it  renders  us  more 
capable  of  contenipfating  his  Perfefti- 
**ft  V  difcerning  the  Equity  and  excel- 
f ^hte  of  his  Ed\^-,  knd  our  obligations 
tO'&lfcdience.In^^  regard  of  our  felves 
ii4h;(kes  iiS  a|)^r€fcerid  our  oWriJntereft 
i»«lifac^bedktt<fe^j  i^akes  uitraiftabie  and 
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pcrfwafit)le,contrafy  to  that  Brutilh  ftub- 
Dorneft  of  the  Morfe  and  Mule ,  which 
the  Pfalmift  reproches ,  Pfal.  3  x.  9,  Be- 
fides  it  accommodates  us  in  all  the  con* 
cerns  of  Human  life ,  forms  it  felf  into 
all  thofeufeful  contrivances ,  which  may 
ffl^ke  our  being  here  more  comfortable ; 
efpecidly  ir  renders  a  man  company  to 
himfelf ,  and^  in  the  greateft  dearth  of 
iSociety,  entertains  him  with  his  own 
thoughts.  Laftly»  as  to  our  neighbors « 
it  renders  us  ufeful  and  afTiilant.  All 
tbofedifcov^ries^nd experiments,  thofe 
Art;  and  Sciences ,  which  are  now  the 
common  trefure  of  the  world,  took 
their  firft  rife  from  the  ingenuity  of  par- 
ticular perfoiis:  and  in  all  Perfonal 
exigencies  wherein  any  of  us  are  at  any 
tinte  involved ,  we  need  not  be  told  the 
pfefulnefs  of  a  wife  advifer.  Now  all 
thefe  are  emploimcnrs  commenfutable  to 
the  faculty  from  whence  they  flow ,  and 
that  anfwer  its  excellence  and  value ;  and 
he  that  fo  beftows  his  talent ,  gives  a  good 
.  account  of  his  truft.  But  I  would  fain 
know  under  which  of  thefe  Heads  Dcri- 
•fion  of  our  Neighbor  comes  in :  cer- 
tainly riot  under  that  of  being  affiftant 
%o  him.    It  would  be  a  forry  relief  to  a 

poor 
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poor  indigent  wretijh ,  to  lavilh  i^Ut  wit 
upon  him,  in  upbraiding  of  his  mifcry. 
And  is  not  this  a  jparallel  cafe?  lajitoot 
the  famfc:  Barbariim,  to  moci  and  re^ 
proch  a  man  that  wants  the  gifts  of 
Nature ,  as  him  that  wants  thofe  of  tor- 
tune?  Nay  perhaps  it  may  be  more,  for 
a  Beggar  may  have  inpoveriflit  Mmf?l£ 
by  his  own  laultV  .but  in  Natural  de-? 
fefts  there  is  nothj^ng, to  be  charged ,!  uht 
iefs  we  will  fly  higher ,  and  arraign  that 
Providence  that  hath  fp  difpehlld,  .  In 
a  wor(i  as  the  Superfluities  of  the  Rich 
are  By  God  afliff n  d  as  the  ftore-hqufe 
of  the  poor,  fo  3ie  Abilities  of  tlie  Wife 
are  of  the  ignorant;  for  'tis  a  great  mis- 
take, to  think  our  felves  Stewards  in 
fome  of  Gods  gifts,  and  proprietaries  in 
others.  They  are  all  equally  to  be  eiidploi- 
ed,  according  to  the  dcfignation  ot  the 
Donor,  and  there  is  nothing  more  uni- 
verfally  defign'dbyhim,  then  that  man- 
kind fhould  be  equally  helpful  to  one 
another  Thofe  therefore  whom  God 
hath  bleft  with  higher  degrees  of  fa- 
gacity  and  quickapfs ,  .ought  not  "to  look 
down  on  others  as  the  oojeftsi  o.f  their 
contemt  or  fcorn,^  byt  rather' of  their 
care  and  pity,    ga^avoring  to  refcuc 

^  them 
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.  thfcm-  ^m  thofer'^efai«fe  V  't^  ^di 

their  weaknefs  uiiy  '«xp6fe  -t^^iA , '  rc- 

mcftibring  ftill;-'lhIS  Odd  might,  have 

chiflgifcdme  Scene  i.atfd  made  thef^Ivcs 

wfiac^Jte^fee  odve^ J  It  is' p^  ^JUBs 

JHitifi«afio(i  of  )M  i^fceeitity  7  jSj^it  Bevjas 

e'tes  to  the  Blinds  and  feet  tO'tt^iBiMhe  ^ 

■'}<M.'^fM^r{^  ^/^Pj^'^^afccommb^tea  his 

.  4ffifta$i6e$  to  iatltne^^iiits  aiid  eS(lSeJlicies 

;o£  othcts  5;  and  fdie^tls  no  kfs  -the  patt 

ofi  a  l^oQd  ftian~to.  ilo  it  in  the  'Mental 

■then  ihJtfaeCbrpbif^rdefeas? V     "' 

4w'JB^u3t;"'-a[las  ^aiiy'Hbf  us  would  ra- 
!  thck  t>j>y  •  a  Hivkhmif^'  Block  In  the  way 
ofj^  filind  /  pulk*i^iiiy  tiie  ertitcji-ffbrn 
<tlt«il£tt«ieV  thatw€-mky*  fportftiir^elvcs 
itfo^life^ -tfiem  tumfelfr'^'^fac^  -^  fenftiality 


^tl«ts^«}i*f i^jtcelfehgg^^of  <he  ^A|H^  tp^  Ije 
-©ej^dfe  al^-ief''  *Ad  %tt  fcfiV?i''lbhi'e 


^aIp  ^i^'-'of  'tlfe'0^rJiti(?n'%f  'litkpf. 


'-altlhfftuS^^^eii  <h'iVg'^;tHdr  undetfl^dii.ij- 
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^poJfCf  Tmce  mere  Idipts  can  laugh  with  as 
much  pklure  and.  mote  innocence  then 
they ;  arid  it  is  a  great  inftance  hdw  ex- 
tremes may  be  brought  to  meet,  that  the 
excdOi  of  Wit  in  the  one ,  and  of  Eol- 
.  ly  in  the  other ,  iferye  to  {>roduce  the 

J.  Yet  fo  voracious  is  this  huAdOr 
'  now  grown ,  that  it  dtaWs  in  every  thing 
to  feed  it*    There  is  not  gatne ^ehoilgn 
from  the  tesdl  folly  of  the  i^orld  i-  and 
therefore  that  \whicb  is  the-ijioft  di-     ' 
ftant  from  it  muft;  bp  Hampt  with,  its 
7mark.    Tis  a  Hnown  ftory  of.theFrier 
who  on  a  fifting.day  bid  hi$  C^^on 
be  C^rpt  and  tjjij  very  Q^nmicmy 
jate  ij; ;  and  by  iuch  ;a  tranfu|»ftgn|:iatiiie 
jpbwer  jpur  Wits  bid  all  ferj^Cnefs  anid 
]  corifideration  be  formality  and*;:  foppft^^ 
.  ty ,  and  then  under  that  nan^.^ndeavpir 
to  hunt  it  out  of  the  world.  ^  1  feas  tfi&^ 
ral  jio^fty  f^^^  not  better  ^with  jfomc 
.  of  theijL  t heri  mord  prudence,    The  old 
,Phi|o£^phical  vertues.  of  Juftice  ♦  Tempe- 
rance ,  and  Ghaftity  are  now  hift  oC  the 

ftage,  as  fit  only  for  the  Antiqiiated  fi^ 
of  Adors »  and  l^e  that  appejEir^tinitha^ 
equipage,  is  by  jmany  thought fm0re rir« 
diculous,  then  he  that  waJKs  the 

his 
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his  Anceftors  trunk  hofc:  Nay  indeed 
vice  it  felf  is  fcarce  fecurcifit  have  not 
the  grand  accompliihment  of  impudence : 
a  puny  bluibing  finner  is  to  l^e  laught 
out  of  his  Modefty,  tho  not  out  of  his 
fin ;  and  to  be  proof  againft  their  fcorns 
he  muft  firft  be  fo  againft  all  tlae  regrets 
of  his  own  mind. 

6.  And  if  mete  Ethnic  virtue,  or 
fhamefaced  vice  have  this  treatment, 
Chriftian  Piety  muft  expeft  worfe :  and  fo 
indee4  it  finds ,  its  profeflbrs  being  be- 
yond ail  others  expofed  to  their  Jkorhi 
and  eoiitcmt.  Nor  is  it  ftrange  itihould 
be  fo,  fuch  men  being  maae^  as  it  is 
Wifd,  %.  14.  to  refro^e  thmr  waies^ 
jthey  think, in  their  own  defence  tjifey 
kre  to  deride,  theirs.  This  is  it  indeed 
which  gives  a  fecret  fting  and  venem  ta 
their  reproches :  othet  men  they  abufe 
as  an  cxercife  of  their  Wit,  butthefein 
defence  of  the  party.  So  Julian  after 
his  Apoftaqr »  thought  it.a  more  eficftual. 
way  to  pcrlecute  the  Chriftians  by  taunts 
sind  ironies ,  then  by  racks  apd  tortures ,. 
as  thinking  it  more  pofiible  to  fhame  r 
then  fright  them  out  of  their  religion. 
And  the  ftratagem  feems  to.  have  bin 
f  ealfiimed  by.  inaQy  in  this  age ,  and  I 

<^  fcar 
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fear  with  too  great  fucccfs^  for  I  douht 
nor  there  are  divers  who  have  herded 
,  themfelves  amongft  tbefe  profane  Scof- 
fers ,  not  that  they  are  convinced  by  their 
reafons ,  but  terrified  By  their  contume- 
lies; and  as  fome  Indians  are  faid  to 
worihip  the  Devil ,  that  he  may  noc 
hurt  them ;  fo  thefe  chwfe  to  be  aftive , 
that  they  may  not  be  paffive  in  the? 
cpntemts  flung  upon  religion :  fuch  men 
forget  the  dreadful  denunciation  of  Chrift 
Ugainft  thofe  thatfliall  beajhamedofh'm 
^m  his  words.  Mat.  8,  3  8. 

7.  A  s  for  thofe  who ,  upon  a  juftec 
f  ftimate  ^  find  the  advantages  of  piety 
worthy  to  be  chofen,  and  take  it  with 
^11  its  accefjary  ignominies ,  they  havo 
the  encouragement  of  very  good  com- 
pany in  their  fufferings.  The  Pfalmift 
tbng  ago  had  his  fliare,  when  not  only 
Thofi  that  fate  in  the  oate  Jpake  again]} 
Mm ,  But  the  drunkards  made  fings  upon 
him^ .  Pfalm,  69.  jx.  'Twas  alfo  the  Pro- 
phtet  J er ernes  complaint ,  I  am  in  T>er 
V^ion  dayly,  every  one  nmkethme,  Jer, 
%o.j.  Nay  tour  bleffed  Lordhimlelf  was 
derided  in  hi?  iife  by  the  Pharifees » 
Lirke^i6.  14,  mocked  aiid  reviled  at  his 
'^Jltb  by  ti^c  Priclte .' Ae  Elders ,  the 
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Soldiers;  niy by cafual paf&ngers ,. Mat 
xj.  39.  And  Ihall  the  fervant  think 
himfelf  greater  t^hett  his  Lordi?  Shall  a 
Chriftiail  expeft an imriitinityfrom what 
his  Savior  has  bofn  before  him?  (-He 
that  do's  fo ,  is  too  delicate  a  member  fpr 
£1  crucified  head.)  Nofure,  let  us  rather 
animate  our  felves,  as  the  Apoftle  ex!- 
horts,  h'f  cofifidermghimwbo^vftlide^ 
Jpifed  the  sfiame,  as  enduredthe  crofs  ftm 
nSy  HeK  IX*  3*  and  who  has  ^ot  only 
given  an  example ,  but  propofed  a  re* 
ward ,  a  Beatitude  to  thofe  who  arerfi* 
viledfor  right eoufhefs  fake ^  Mat,  3 .  it. 
And  when  this  is  foberly  ponder^  ^  ftwill 
fure  make  it  eafy  for  us  to  reiblve  with 
holy  ^avid  ih  a  like  dafe  V'  IixJill  be  yet 
M^e  vile,  \Satn.  6.  %z.  r  J 

1  8.  But  to  return  fifom  this  digreffl-^ 
6n ,  to  thofe  who  thus  urihdppiiy  employ 
their  parts^  kt  me  propolc  to  them^^ 
^haf  they  wduld  borrow  ev^ry  day  forad 
few.  minutes  -from  their  miftfav  and  fc^ 
riovifly  cortfidet ,  Whether  thisbe ( I  need 
hot  fay  a  Chrilliiifti  but )  a  manly ;«k-^ 
jprcife  of  theit  faculties*  A  las  when  they* 
hive  rallied  oUtYtJie  day  ftoifiiohe  tcotti^ 
pany  to  ariothetl  ^hey  iladyofilftttptheif' 
ibj^duiil  at  night  in  thij  Wife-fiians  fi-^ 

0,4  ,  ftiil* 
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milt ,  their  Laughter  has  bin  iutMe  the 
crack/iffg  of  Thorns  under  a  jf^pt  ^  Eccluf. 
6.  7-  made  a -little  brisk  noife  for  the 
prefent ,  and  with  the  fparkles  perhaps 
annoied  their  Neighbors ,  but  wnat  real 
good  has  it  brought  to  themfelves  ?  All 
ttiat  they  can  fancy  is  but  the  repute  of 
Wit.    But  fure  that  might  be  attainable 
fome  other  way.    We  find  the  world 
ai!eded  to  new  things,  and  this  of  De- 
rifion  and  abufe  to  others  is  fo  beaten  a 
road ,   that  perhaps  the  very  variety  of 
a  new  way  would  render  it  acceptable. 
.They  are  the  lighter  fubflahces  that  flill 
fwim  away  with  the  ftream ,  the  greater 
arid    more  folid  bodies  do  fometimes 
flop  the  current :  and  fure  'twere  a  no- 
ble eflay  of  a  mans  parts  to  flem  this 
tide ,  and  by  a  more  ufeful  application 
of  their  own  faculties ,  convince  others 
that  theirs  might  be  better  emploied.  'Tis 
faid  of  AMiharfis,   that  at  a  feaft  he 
could  not  be  got  %o,  fmile  at  the  affected 
railleries  of  common  Jefters^  but  when 
an  ape  was.brought  in  he  freely  laught, 
faying ,  an  ape  was  ridiculous  by  nature , 
but  men  by  art  and  ftudy.    And  truly 
'tis  a  great  contemt  of  human  nature  to 
tliink  their  ;ifltellefts  were  given  them 

for 
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foj:  mo  better  end  then  to  raife  that 
laughter ,  which  a  brute  can  do  as  well  ot 
better. 

9.  I  would  not  be  thought  to  recom- 
mend fuch  a  Stoical  fournefs ,  as  ihall 
admit  of  nothing  of  the  cheerful  plcar 
fant  part  of  Converfation.     Cod  has 
not  fure  bin  more  rigid  to  out  Minds 
then  to  our  Bodies :  and  as  he  has  not  jTq 
devoted  the  one  to  toil ,  but  that  he  al- 
lows us  fome  time  to  exercife  them  in 
recreation  as  well  as  labors ,  fo  doubtlefs 
he  indulges  the  fame  rcllaxation  to  our 
Minds :  which  are  not  alwaies  to  be  fcrued 
Uf^;to  the  height,  but  allowed  to  defcend 
to  thofe  eafinefTes  of  Ccjnverfe ,  which 
entertain  the  lower  Faculties  of  the  Sout 
Nor  do  I  diink|thofe  are  ill  emploied  in 
thofe  little  ^kixmiihes  of  Wit,    which 
pafs  familiarly  between  intimates  and  ac- 
quaintances»   which  befides  the  prefent 
divertifement ,  {trft  to  wlit  arid  quicken 
.tfie  fancy.    Yet  I  conteive^this  liberty 
is  to  be  bouni^ed  with  fomc  Cautiony: 
as  firft  in  thefe  entercountersi  the  Charge 
ihould  be  Powder  not  Bullets;i;here  IhouTd 
nothing  be  faid  that  ihould  leave  any 
ungrateful  impreffions ,  or  g^ivp  any  um- 
brage of  a  ipightful  intent. .  The  world 

wants 
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wants  not  experiments  pf  the  mifchiefe 
have  happened  by  too  fcvere  Railleries : 
in  fuch  Fencing  jeft  has  ptoved  eatncift , 
and  Florets  have  oft  turned  to  Swords,  and 
not  only  the  Friendjlhip,but  the  Men  have 
fallen  a  Sacrifice  to  a  Jcft. 
zip.  Secondly  thiij  is  tp  have  the 
£ime  reftfifftion  with  all  other  recreati- 
ons ,  that  it  be  made  a  divertifcmcnt ,  not 
a  trade*  ^Tis  ah  infiniiating  thing,  and  is 
apt  to  enctochtoo  much  upon  our  time, 
and  Grod  knows  we  have  a  great  deal  pt 
fctifinefs  of  this  world ,  and  much  more 
for  the  next  j  which willnot be  4on with 
laughing,  aft^  therefore  'tis  not  for  us 
to  play  away  too  much  of  that  time^^ 
^hich  is  exafted  by  ipore  ferious  con^ 
Veins.  TTis  furc  we  ihall  ^ie  in  Earhefti 
and  it  will^not  become' us  to  live  alto- 
"gethet  in,/fei[t.  But  befides- this  ftealthof* 
^our  time  y 'tis  apt  to  fteal  away  mens 
^heart§  too ,  make  them  fa  dote  upon  this 
kiitfdof  entertaininenr,thai:it  averts  them 
;ftiim  a,tiy' tfiing  more  ferioug;  .1  believe  I 
ji^ay;ajppe^i  to  fome  who  have  made  this 
'their  bli^?i^',^  whether^  it  :go  not  agaitilt 
tiVe  hair  with' them  to  fet  to,  any  thing 
qlle:  and  Mving  efpoufed  this  as  their 
b^ie  [excellence  ,  they  ate  wiHing  to  de- 
'■'  cry 
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ay  all  others,  that  they  may  the  more 
yaiue   themfelves  upon  thisi     By  this 
means  it  is^  that  the  gift  o£  Raillery  has 
in  this  Age ,  like  the  lean  kine ,  devourr 
ed  all  the  more  folid  worthy  qualificati- 
Qns ;  and  is  counted  the  moil  reputably 
accompliihment,  A  ftrange  inverted  efti- 
mate ;  thus  to  prefer  the  little  ebullitions 
pf  Wit ,  before  folid  reafon  and  judg- 
ment.   If  they  would  accommodate  their 
Diet  at  the  lamp  rate,    they  fliall  eat 
the  Husk,  rather  then  the  Kernel ,  and 
drink  nothing  butfroth  and  bubbles.  But 
ftfter  all ,  Wifdom  is  commonly  at  long 
running  juftified  even  of  her  Defpifersj 
thefe  great  Idolaters  of  Wit  often  dafli- 
ing  themfelves  upon  fuch  Rocks ,  as  makei 
them  too  late  wifh,  their  Sailes  had  bin 
lefs ,   4nd  their  Ballaft  more.    For  the 

rreventing  therefore  of  more  fuch  wracks, 
wiih  the  prefent  caution  may  be  more 
adverted  to,  not  to beftowan unpropor- 
tionable  part  of  our  time  or  value  on 
this  flight  exercife  of  mans  flighted  Fa^ 
culty, 

II.  A  third  Caution  in  this  matter ,  is 
to  confine  our  felves  to  prefent  Com- 
pany ,  not  to  make  abfent  Perfons  the 
S^b)e^  of  oi^y  njittfe.  Tliofe  freedoms  we 

ufe 
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ufe  CO  a  mans  face  as  they  are  common- 
ly more  moderate,  fo  they  are  more  e- 
qttitable ,  becaufe  we  expofe  our  felves 
to  the  like  from  h|m ;  but  the  back  blowes 
arc  difingenuous",  and  give  fufpicion  vi^e 
intend  not  a  fair  trial  of  Wit,  but  a  co- 
wardly murder  of  a  m^ns  fahie.  TTwas 
the  precept  of  thc^Philofophcr ,  Tiertde 
not  the  ahfent ,  and  I  think  it  may  well 
be  fo  of  the  Politician :  there  being  no-^ 
thing  more  imprudent  as  to  our  civil  con- 
cerns then  the  contrary  liberty .  For  thofc 
things  never  ^\t  in  the  company  they 
are  nrft  vented  iii  (  nay  perhaps  the  hearer 
is  not  willing  his  wit  ihould  fo  foon  ex- 
pire ;  )  and  when  they  once  take  air ,  they 
quickly  come  to  the  notice  of  the  de- 
rided Perfon ,  and  then  nothing  in  the 
world  is  more  difobligingi  Twas  a  fober 
precept-^^iven  once ,  not  fo  much  as  to 
laugh  in  compliance  with  him  that  de- 
rides another ,  for  you  will  be  hated  by 
him  he  derides.  And  if  an  accefTary  be 
hated ,  fure  much  more  the  principal :  and 
I  think  I  may  fay,  there  are  many  can 
foofier  forgive  a  lolemn  deep  contrivance 
againft  them ,  then  one  of  their  jocular 
rcprochcs :  for  he  that  deiigns  feems  to 
^cknowledg  them  confiderable »  but  he 

that 
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that  mocks  them,,  feeft^t~o..tTiinkrt6^ 
t6p  low  fqr  any  tiling^  byt  cohtemt :  ."and 
we  lear;i;  from  Ariflotie.,'  .that  thkme- 
fuijetof  aager  is  entirely  taken  thence^ 
men  !?eiag  To  far  provoked;  a'stHeyjma- 

finc  they  were,  flighted  pi:  a'ffroqted. 
n  mcr£  fccular  wifdo'm  it  \vilt  there- 
fore becojnp  men  to  cppOdcr-,'  whecfccr 
this  trade  i>,e.  like  tD.,6itii  to  account  ,,'o'r 
whether ,it  be  worth^q, while,  at  oripe 
to  make  a  jell  and  ah  enemy-  ' 

.  II.  j^  N  D  'if  it  b^'  jftiprudent  tji  ^ake 
man  owfr^,ciicmy ,  'tis^rauch  moreto^fliakc 
Jaod  lb), jby  levelling  ^qurblowcs  at  ^ny 
thingTacredV  but  brt)!iat  Ihave  alrdady 
,had  occafion  to  fppak'^'iid'fliall  hotre- 
nete;  .ffiny  give  mcteav-e.tb  fay, /that 
befides' the  pcofaner-^rt  of, jells ,  whicti 
,'inore' iintVip^atcly  r^f|c^j,on  him,  he, is 
^'concerna'in  all  the  uh;uu  rcproclies  of 
-  our  br.cthren ,  our  love  to  chcm  being 
.confiroi'd  by  the  fame  divine  Sanftion 
'witli  ouL  reverence  cohjm  :  aiidfureno- 
'tjjii^ig  ismorc;incoiiG:(ljent  with  that  love , 
,'.thc?i  the  expp'ing  tliem  tc[  th^t  concemt 
iWe  are  qurfclvcs  foimpa-tfcnt  .of  'In  a 
wpjid  what  repute  Ib^vprtJiis  pra^flicenow 
^^as  of^Vii^,,^,  it  is  yty^-'ifatJiQi^  wifiorti 
.fo.provp^.G'od'tlia,i^we,pJ^y.  alfo  ^^^'=^^' 
5.:b         '     " ^    '^■■'       '^'^^^ 
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tige  man :  and  if  we  will  take  the  Scrip- 
ture eftimate,  we  fhail  find  a  Scorneris 
tio  liich  hondrable^  Epithet  as  we  feem 
to  account  it,  Sehmm  do's  almoft  con- 
ftantly  fet  it  in  oppofition  to  a  Wife 
man:  thus  it  Is,  Proy.  9.  8.  and  again 
Chajp.  13 . 1,  and  many  other  places ;  and 
on  tne  other  fide ,  clofely  links  it  with 
the  Fool:  and  that  not  only  iti  title,,  but 
in  punifhment  too ,  Judgments  are  f  re- 
fared  far /tarners\  am  Siripes for  the  back 
offooh ,  Prov.  i  9. 19.  So  that  if  our  Wits 
think  not  Solomon  too  dull  for  their  Ca^ 
bal ,  we  fee  what  ^  turn  he  will  give  to 
their  prefentverdift.  ^  ] 

13.  And  if  thefe  reprodhes  which 
airri  drilvatoitentationbfWit,  feefouti- 
jaftifiable ,  what  Ihain  we  f^^  to  thofe^, 
thiit  are  drawn  with  l>lack«1ines ,  that 
are  founded  in  IVialice  ot  Envy,  or 
Ipme  undermining  defign?  lEyery  man 
thiaf  is  to  be  ^pplanted  cantabt'  alwaids 
1)6  attaqued  \vitn  ifi  down-tight  battery : 
perhaps  his  integrity  xMifBefikh. ,  that, 
;as  •tWas  laid  bf  Daniel  Chip?  f  1  4.  The^ 
"lean  jittd  no  of^cdjih  d^aim^'Bfn:  and 
wJi^ft  they  canhtrt'fhafep  tht  lfi£i4  Fort , 
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dice  againft  his  difcretion ,  his  humor  \ 
his  carnage,  and  his  moft  extrinfic  ad- 
herents ,  and  if  by  repreiendng  him  ri* 
idiculous  itk  any  oi  thefe  they  can  but  a^ 
|>ate  mens  reverence  to  him ,  their  con* 
fidence ;  of  him  wiU  not  long  hold  out  3 
4iare  honefty  without  fome  other  adorn- 
ipiefit ,  being  lookt  on  as  a  leaf-*lefs  tree , 
Ao  body  will  truft  himfelf  to  its  ihelter^ 
Thus  the  enemies  o{ Socrates ,  when  they 
eould  no  other  waiesfupprefs  his  reputa- 
tion, hired  Arifiophams  a  Comic  Poet 
fo perfonate  him  on  the  ftage ,  and  by  the 
iniinuatioqs  of  thofe  interli}4es,infenfibly 
<:onveied  firft  a  contemtiand  then  a  hatred 
9f  him  into  the  hearts  of  the  people.  But 
\  need  not  bring  inftances  of  former  dines 
in  this  matt;er,uiefebeingfuiEciently  verft 
Inthatmyftfry. 

14.  It  is  not  drange  that  men  of  fuch 
defign;,  ihould  fumnpioQ  all  their  Wit 
to  the  fervice ,  make  their  Railleries  as 
picquant  as  they  can ,  that  they  may , 
woiind  the  deeper ;  but  mcthinKs 'tis  but 
a  mean  ofHce  they  aiHgn  dlieir  Wit »  ta 
be  ( I  will  not  fay  the  Pander,  that  b«i^ 
ing  iQ  this  age  fcarce  a  titlQ  of  reproch^ 
but)  the  executioner  Of  hangmjiAtpthetf 

malieCt    CMft  bid$  u«  kfwifi^^^^ 
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fents^ytt  adds  Withall  harmlefsas  T^tmesf 
Mat.  19. 18,  but  here  the  Serpent  has  quitcf 
eat  iip  the  Dove  I  and  puts  a  Viiltur  in 
thc'place ,  a  creature  of  luch  fagacity  and 
dilisence  jnpurftiitof  theptey ,  that^t4s 
hard  tor  any  art  or  innoctence  tb  efcape 
tts  talons.  '  .    ^" 

•' 15*.^  There  is  yet  another 'fort  of 
Contumelious  PeHbns,  who  indeed  are 
Hot  chargeable  with  that  circumffeihce Vot 
ill  employing  their  W^t ,  for  tKey^fe  none? 
m  it.  Thefe"  ate  people  \v;li<>fe  folc  ta- 
lent is  Pride  and  Scorn  ;wlio' perhaps 
have  attained  the  iSciences-of -dreflini 
themfelves  finely  and  eating  well ,  anu 
upon  the  Ibengtli  of  thofe  excellences, 
look  faftidiouf^ ,  and  fpeak  difdainfuUy 
on  any  who  want  them;  concluding 
if  a  man  fall  fhort  of  their  Garniture  at 
the  Knees  and  Elbowes ,  he  is  much  in- 
ferior to  them  tVL  the  furniture-  of  his 

•  •        • 

Head.  S uch' people  think  crying ,  O  ri- 
dic^iilous  \  is  ati  ample  Confutation  of  a- 
lijf' thing  can  feci  faid;  andfo  they  can 
btipvdqipife  enbueh,  are  contented  not 
to  Be  able  to  lay  why  they  do  fo. 
Theft  are , '  \  tobfefs ;  the  moft  Innocent 
kfhcl  %f  Defcfders  ih;  refpe^^  Vif^otheirs  J 
Whapt'  they  -fay  J&'dving-  not-'fe^g  enough 

i^'^-X        .  .<^>'-  '  to 
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to  caufe  any  fmart.  The  greateft  hurt 
they  do  is  to  il^i^felves^  \vho  thothey 
much  need,  yet  are  generally  little  ca- 
pable of  a  relcue ,  and  therefore  I  ihall 
not  clog  the  prefent  difcourfe  with  any 
advife  to  them :  t  ihall  chufe  rather  to 
conclude  with  enforcing  my  Suit  to 
the  former.,  that  they  would  Ipberly  and 
feflljr  w6igh  the  -  accotitjt  they  inuft  one 
jyiy  give  of  ^  the  Einploimcrit;  of  their 
Parts ,  and  the  mOrt  ^hey  have  hitherto^ 
eflibeazfefd  theriiV  the  more  toetideavcJr 
to  expiate  that  undiififtinefs ,  By  amortf 
iateful  Managery  for  the  future;  that  fa 
inftead  of  that  Vain,  emty,  vanifliing^ 
Mirth  they  have  courted  here ,  they  may< 
find  a  real , '  full ,  and  eternal  Satisladionf 
in  the  Joy  of  their  Lord. 


S^cr; 


•  i 


»         > 


r  « 


o  .  ..  : 


/ « 


134    T^  Government  of  the  Tongue, 


••-i^w^ 


•  Sect.    Till. 


Of  Flatter  J, 


•  I     » 


\  K 

^  >•», 


I.  ^nr^.HE  laft, of  Verbal  injuries  to 
X  pw  Neig)il)or  whk^  I  fhaUmcii« 
jcion^  £$  FJLsu:t3ecv,  T^/^  in4ee4i,th$  fa^* 
talkil  waundof  the  Tongue ,  carmes  leaft 
Smart  bui;  infioitly  more  of  Danger ,  and 
is  as  much  Juperior  to  the  ibrmer ,  as  a 
Gangrene  is  tp  :^  Gall  or  Scratch ;  tliis^ 
may  4>e:  fore  and  v^yat^^  but  that  flu^ 
pifyit^  and  deadly,  flattery  is  fuch  a 
My  fiery,  fuch  a  Riddle  pf  iniquity,  that 
its  very  foftneflcs  are  its  cruelleft  ri- 
gor ,  its  Balm  corrodes ,  and  ( to  com- 
prize all  in  the  Pfalmifts  excellent  De-^ 
£:riptton  )  its  words  are  fmoother  then 
iil^  and  yet  be  they  very  Jwords.  Pfalm, 
$6.  XI. 

'  X.  B  u  T  befides  the  mifchiefs  of  it  to 
the  Patient ,  'tis  the  moft  difhonoring , 
the  moft  vilifying  thing  to  the  Agent. 
I  ihall  not  need  to  empannel  a  Ju- 
ry either  of  Moralifts  or  Divines ,   ev«- 

ry 
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iry  mans  own  breaft  fafScittttWfftrarti^ 
ins  him  in  the  unv^ortlrintf is  16F  ft? '  'HTii 
indeed  a  CoUeAiYeaccunmiatiye  Bli^ 
nefs ,  it  being  in  its  ^em^nts  ii,dAd%6diA. 
and  a  complex  of  i^e  mo^fotdftH^itefol 
qualities  Incident  to  Mankinds  ,^'fti^ 
iiiftanbe  in  three ,  "vi^.tYiti^i^  S6tVffity , 
and  Trechery,  which  beitS^eflsibly 
deformed  finde ,  mtift  in  ConJ^tfi^ion 
inake  up  a  ioatl^dm  Monittibuij'^  guilv. 
I^ow  tho  Flattery  his  Wo  Brandhibs  .'yet 
thcfe  lie  fo  at  th^'kbot  as  e^i^lltd  io^ 
flueiiqe  both:  for  vifhether '^^ou 'tsike  it 
as  ;it  is  tire  giving  of  praife  whcreit-isiibt 
due ,  Or  iche  prcnjsffihg  of  kindiids  li^ich 
is*  hot,  real ,  thefe  Properties  sett  ftfll  iti 
Coriftitiittive  parts;  •  ,  ^: ;  ^   '-     ' 

•  3 . .  A  »^  D  firft  we  may  tafctf  L^i^tig  td 
ht:  fliie  ^  very  cortter  iStone  olf  ilfftf '  Fia^ 
brie  I  for  take  it  away ,  and  -di^  "y^lfc 
falls  to, the  groumff.  A  PataJ^eWotfld 
make'  bat  a  lean  ttttde'of  ft{  tjat 
fhbuldf  confine  htmfelff  to  -riftrth.^^;Foi 
iho .^tis  polTible  fo  td  6rd<t  thei^^ 
iAU^Htcumftanccs.,'  is't<J  fl^ittet-eveh  ii 
tHi^'k#refenting  aJinm  tcalS^erfttes  '^ 
liiM ,  Vet  commdrilr^f  they  d(f  Wot  ^&K 

!il|^a$'^6  the  kifid/  Ihi^y.atbfptt^Jt^d* 
iraf  to  t£^  degiiet.-  Befiai^'i^'tk^ay^ 


*THel5oyer«fliiettic 


gsrft%i%  We^JKlfWye^the  D?ripicaci- 
liy.  l:ft;F5^fe^°l#8}l/^i4*t  tti^  Hcr- 
filli|P?s  airftjund^  ^Ji^jieffity  pyjpalm 

V?»tehS6^  *c^c<iBWfFeitwai:^.Vfqffo 
-tep  ^mwhatgr9^Mapudentfelshoods 

t?;m-  J  ijypw-  n«^^>B  iormer;  ages  .jiayc 
J»o$^?fyo4n»is'd.^9g^r.  all  Xymmm 


were   Gods,    wHo  a^jlalt  rQimdj\^ey 


friptr  T4|olif)thatt^di^ve'no.Go^  >^qvild 
f i%cr  fe'ftt<?,anjiMatf  thek  m^tiitj;^ 
l>fiffefti«ftlfh««n,  fJyey;flioul4aigfly  th^ 
f^voBHt;  J  4^m  findxhat.^fejj^%5 
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fubtii  Alchymiftis  lus  I^ar^fitc ,  that-lie^ 
tucns  all  he  touches  incqgokl;,  imagin^rj 
ty  indeed  as.  to  the  deiiiiJcdPerfon  ^  hHt? 
oft-times  real  to.himfclf;   iNor  is  Lyingr 
lefs  naturail  tp  the  other  payt  of  Flatte-, 
ly ,    the  Prdfelfion  of  feirvice  and  kind- 
ncfs.    This  needs  no  evid^dng ,  and  to 
attemt  it  woxild  be  a  felf-Gomutation: 
for  if  thofe  Profeifiofl^s  :l>e  true ,    they; 
ve  not  Flattery,   therefore  if  they  be? 
Flattery,  they  muft speeds  be  Lies.    It; 
will  be  alhtofl  as  needlefs  to  expatiate  on 
the  Bafenefs  and  meanefs  of  that  fin ;  for, 
tho  there  is  no  Siibjed  that  affords. mor^ 
matter  fot  Declamation ,  yet  Lying  i^^ 
thing  that  is  aihamed  of  it  felf ,  and  there- 
fore may:  well  be  remioJed  to  its  own  con- 
nriftions.  *Tis  jiriftotles  obfervation ,  that 
all  Elements  but  the  Earth,  had  fome 
Philofopher  or  other,  that  gave  it  his 
vote  to  be  the  iirft  produAiye  Principle 
of  all  things :  and  I  think  we  may  ijo\\r 
fay,   that  all  Crimes  have  had  their  A- 
bettors  and  fautors,    fome  body  tha^  ^ 
would  (land  up  in  their  defence ;   only 
Lying  is  fo  much  the  dregs  and  refufe  of 
wickcdnefs,  that  none  has  yet  had  Ghy- 
miftry  enough  to  fublimat^  it ,  to  bring 
^  it  into  fuch  a  reputation ,  that  any  tngi| 

S  *wiil 
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will  chink  fit  to  own  it:  the  greater  won- 
der that  what  is  under  fo  univerfal  are- 
proch ,  fliould  be  fo  commo^nly admitted 
in  pra<ftice.  But  by  this  we  may  make 
an  eftimate ;  what  the  whole  body  o£ 
Flattery  is ,  when  in  one  limb  of  it  wp 
iind  fo  much  corruption. 

4.  A  Second  is  Servility  and  Abjednefs 
of  humor :  and  of  this  there  needs 


other  proof  then  has  bin  already  given ; 
this  cnarge  being  implicitly  involv'd  in 
the  former df  Lying,  the condefcending 
to  that ,  being  a  mark  of  a  difingenuous 
ipiri t  And  accordingly  the  nobler  Hea-^ 
thens  lookt  on  it  as  the  vice  of  Slaves  and 
y kffals ,  below  the  liberty  of  a  free  man , 
^8  well  as  ati  hbneft.  But  tho  I  need  tib 
other  evidence  to  make  good  the  accufa^ 
tion ,  yet  every  Sycophant  fumiihes  me 
withr  many  fupemumerary  proofs.  Look 
upon  fuch  a  one ,  and  you  ihall  fee  his 
eies  immoveably  dat  on  his  Patrons  face  i 
watching  each  look ,  each  glance ,  and 
In  every  change  of  his  cotmtcnMce  ( like 
a  Star-ga^er )  reading  his  own  deftiny » 
his  Ears  chainM  (like  gally-flaves  at  the 
oar)  to  his  diftate,  fueking  in  themoft 
tnfipld  difcourfes  with  as  much  greedi-*- 
iicfs ,  as  if  they  were  the  Apothfcgms  of 

th<; 
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tthe  feveti  fag^s  ♦  his  Tpngue  tuned  oxiljr 
to .  Panegyrics  and  acclamations  ^  his  feet 
■in  wingai  mption  upon  every  nod  or 
jQCher  f^nificatioili  ot  his  plejfure :  in  a 
.^Qtd  >  his  whole  body  (  as  if  had  no 
■other  animal  fpirits  then  what^t  derived 
.from  him  )  varies  its  poftures ,  its  exerci^ 
ies «  as  he  finds  agreeable  to  the  humor  hib 
is  to  ferve.  And  can  humanity  contrive 
so  debafe  i|;  felf  more  ?  Yes  it  can ,  an4 
do's  to  often ,  by  enflaving  its  Divine^ 

fart  to  r  taking  up  not  only  opinions^ 
lit  even  ecimesalfp  in  compliance,  plaj^r 
ing  thp  incarnate  Devil,  and  helping 
to  aft  thofe  villanies  which  Satan  c^ 
:oitiy  fttggeftr;  and  if  this  be  not  a  fl^t^  of 
-abjeft  davefy  5  iure  there  is  none  in  the 
.world.  Thtarc]b  tcll$  us ,,  that  Thiloxenus 
iox  defpififlg:^me  duUjPoctry  of  2)<(f- 
-Vjl^uf^  \i(asl^himconde(nt^ed  toj$igifr 
dbe  quarrisa;  ftom  wheii<;e  being  by  the 
imediatiQajol'.  friends  feniimd^^  at.  his 
itiecurii  ^fHf^i^  produced  fome  other  of 
dbis;  nedflSi, :  wJbich  as  fox>n;  as  Thikx^ 
?Mts  h^  neadi  he  m^ie  no  reply ,  J^ut 
-jc^tng  1^  dii^  ^aitet s>  faild ,  t^t  tb^ 
xarty  jmxuK^ih  to  the^umtieSy  An4ilf 
it:  heailieii'Bpet  could  prefer >a  corpor€;al 
libvery  ^befoce  a  mental «  whi^t  name  of 
■..:/^  $%  re- 


r 
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"idp'^dch  is  Ibv^'^iiough  for  thofe,  who 

can  fubmiit  toh6ik ,   in  purfuit  of  thofe 

po6r  fordid  advantages  -  they  ptojfed:  by 

thcijr-  Flatteties/    Nor  is  tliis  b^feneis 

More  bbferVableiirt  thcfe  ni&aitl  fawhings 

^M  obfervan'fctfs  ^^^^  then  it  Is  In  the  pro^ 

tqfliattons  of  kindnefs  and  Friendship. 

iLove  is  the  grcateft  gift  any^  man  has 

U'  beftow V  ittfif 'Friendihip  tiil^  fa<jrcdeft 

W'air  moral  bonds:    and  t*  prottittftc 

^tffe  to  little  pitiful  defigils ,  *fefureofic 

<jf  *^the:  baleft'  Hieats  we 'can  put  upoji 

idarfcommori.  niatwre ,  in  tlitiS  debafin^ 

aibtibureft %nd mbftcurr^tttcdn,  which 

%y^  tnefe  frequent  aduhersltions  is  become 

VoHfiifpdifled ,  that  fcarde*aflj^  man  knows 

^VhiHie  receives.    But  Cliriftian  Chjriv. 

^y  IS  yet  i^ftrfeTuled  in  the  cafe:   for 

'tttai^  obliging  to  iall  frndcrity;  ,is  here- 

TijH'ittduced  'to  give  gold  fdr^ofe ,  C36- 

^(brtc  thlt.^  Iknft  indeed ;  md  in  truth, 

;#hich  •  is  refiltfiid  only  ik^zMrd  and  in 

^diigue\i/fc^y3^         Aiid'lb^t  do^itt 

i:Kofe  wlitt^  cFbfdveitsr&fes :  .butia^rhofc 

%|iO'  oWn*, 'yet  obferve  them  hod,  -fcfe 

/Vet'a  greater  fufferer ;  byidboringuiiior 

jtitt^'fcanaai  6f  ^  all  their  diffitttul«i(ws. 

ift%as  o«ce  the  Chaea«ft©fl^dfl  Chtl- 

^ftii^s,  ^kti  by  tl«ir  Enetftte^,  Behciid 

-'^1  At...  ho^ 
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i&^  rii^;  i?ti^i  Q^'^amtber\:  hut  :Godi 
knoW^  we  mtty/»otrbc  pcdntedr  out  by 
a  very-  differli^iinatfc,  mbdidhno  theyt 
Uedefipe  md^wsludeianti  anpther.  And 
fik^^tkls  ^Vtblatida' we.hereiiifiier  to  out 
reHgi^n, '  db's v'fioc  atlay  Jjbftia^gravatft 
^h^-&Gifen€f$. -df  ^this  pradOlcgai  toi:  if  ih 
tb^  b^h^er  we^  fdl^  biili  felvo^^^t^f  ini  this  avo 
leit^^^r  Gddi&xDi  facrifice^oUr  intereft 
in:hldi  to^get  i  (ftityeptitiousfiiitlei  to  the 
favb^^of  a  tiiati/  -  And  d»i$ -I  cdnceiiic 
do^  in  the ^UK)hd  place  nocarbuohicoiiii 
lAc^'the  art  «f  rFlattery ,  )«dikfa  isbttikf 
tij) «if fo  vile macef iais;^  i - : o ^i  ci\v  ^fi 
in\^IJAYii>::tpiii^pleat-^^  i&fittno^^ 


^titm^fitidtt  vi^rdiei  third  vphiG 

ry^  dcmiek  i)i^  qaiX:fime^oS  loMirdkniS  z 

ktndv  that  :ir^::^ifabid  it d3'i}o  implead 

yet  liow  JnctitifiB'^paibthis^ 

ieif\  wiiiiie€^ho^eatskiU<ojnridenoe4 

daityn&!K:peneii(fldimide9tl)gdd^^  k;  'Tis 

i  oo^timi<>n  o()[fiE»rv2^ 
they /creltfcle  dTErMolix)Jrbpe%c9^ehi 
iM^mbds  the  dtih^bbiiir  ihiiokQai  coni 
thotaiielvesiskc/iii^hc;  iandMs&ukfyr'^ea^ 
i^et.' « .  Let'  thbqraige^  jof  rih^iddoratiofi 
bei  But  eclip^id)/  theyioikn  i&e^npife  of 
thdfen  eiscelWcbsi.  iikdiucfa .  iM&d?i(dazlQd 

tbeip/des :  :2soA\)nkimv 

"TWor^^  may 
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Inayfesminrttdodiets^  tke^  iskre  indeed 
very  ooifcft^tto  diefttidv¥S;fitme  tpcheif 
fixt  pnncll^lie ,  of  p^m^mthii  w^xmfs^ 
not  tnejnan ;  inpusiWit  wEettoi^Wi^old 
Idol  is  c&en  mdde  a  £icri&qe  Jdt^if 
ftewx .  «H  ^-naliirioMS  difco ygrj^  is,  made  of 

thek  ia^in§sMcni ;  iio -\my  m  inifii^fitk 
in  tke  rifih^ofie.  Ofithilkl^  aiseiiieh 
crouds  of  example^  i^  StbtY  ^  ti»at  it 
would  be  in^ertinent  to  ifingle  out  aily  ^ 
eijpeciaUy  .in  an  age  th^  is  fitter  tofuir* 
iiiih  preiideitts.  for  dhefuisve;  their  to 
bbrrow  ib£  the  pail  times,.  But  fiippo* 
fing  the  Paraiite  not.a^aUy  guiltvof 
cbis  iiil&  wtvh  {yi^hkk  yet  he  ieloom 
fails  ix)ifaaBpoftoc€2^c^ 
Tiechexous-  even  ia  the  liei^t  of  his 
B£a3idifluneiHs  ;iandwikilei^  mofl  courts 
sJmain  ^  o  be  do's  dietnoftminoufly  ubdcr* 
mrn:e>his]i<>For:firiS:  herahufes  him  jnhis 
Ufidedlandiiig ,  precludes  him  frc^n,  that 
tfhith  ngnfe  have:  jud^  th&iiioft 

e^biicialrfiarti^Leardmg;  db^iknowjedg 
«£'idm£Elt;ii£a^  which  f  'tii^  the  maki  W^ 
{uwfe>dfitlkilatecretibidtv)8rrhim4  ^;Aciid 
m  kins  tbbufeifaece  is  aittDthin:  inevitahly 
cotsfib^ueiBCb  1  for  this  idnocatioe  joft  his 
£mksii)c£a(flies,  Aectffmty  condemns>bim 
n»iht:icaiu!liuiiiig  iu.idietii^iit  bdiigiimf 

vr.: :  poffi.. 
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pof&ble  for  him  to  think  of  cpirret^ng 
either  the  one  or  tht  other  ^  who  is  made 
believe  he  has  neither.  This  is  like  the  tre« 
chery  of  a  liribed  oificer  in  a  Giurrifod ,; 
who  will  not  let  the  weak  parts  be  fdiN 
tified,and  lai es  the  man  as  open  toafTaultsi 
a^  that  doth  the  Town.  Yet  this  is  not 
all ,  he  do's  not  only  provide  for  the  conti^ 
nuance ,  but  the  improving  of  his  crimes 
'and  errors,  whicB  alas  are  too. prolific 
of  themfehres ,  but  beine  cultivated  and 
mianured  with  perpetual  foothings  and 
encouragements,grow  immefurably  luxu^ 
riant.  And  accordingly  we  lee,  that  men 
ufed  only  to  anplaufes ,  are  fo  fwell'd  widi 
them,  that  tneir  infolences  axe inralera^ 
ble.  And  this  they  ar&fomtimes  taught 
to  their  col^ ,  when  they  happen  amc^ 
free  men,  who  will  not  fubmit  to*  afi 
liiey  fay  ^  nor  commend  all  they  do« 
And  finding  the£:  uneafy  contradidi:* 
ons  when  mey  come  abroad  ^  they  are 
willing  to  retire  to  their  moft  complai-* 
fant  company;  and  fo  diia  Sycopnanc 
Devil  havins  once  got  them  within  his 
eircfe ,  may  Inchant  them  as  be  pleafes , 
lead  them  from  one  wickediKisto  an- 
cMther.  And  as  Ca^gula^  and  other  vo- 
lupmous  £mperovrs»  by  being  adored 

as 
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^  Gods;  funk  in  their  fehfuality:  below 
die  Nitiif  e  of  man ,  fo  thefe  celehr^^ted 
Peribns  arc:by  that  falfe  veneration  a^ 
nimate4  to  all  thofe  reprochful  pradices , 
which  may  expofe  th^m  to  a  real  contemt : 
their  follies ,  as  well  as  their  vice^  ftill  gtt 
head ,  tilL^hey  anfwer  the  dcfcriptioa  the; 
Wife  man  gives  of  the  old  Giants ,  fFba 
fell  away  in  the  fir  ength  of  their foolhbnefs. 
Eccl.  16: 7;  *  . .    '      , 

•  6.  Ahd  fare  he  ^  that  betraies  a  man 
to  all  thefe  mifchie£s,may  well  be  thought 
perfidious:'  .  But-  that  wich  infinitly  am^ 
plifies  and  eflhanccs  the  Trechery  is, 
that  aU  this  is  adied  under  the  adtion 
and  difgtufe  of  a  friend:  a  felationib  ve- 
nerable, that  methinki 'tis  the  nedireftfe- 
cular  tranfcript  of  tlie  treafon ,  wlii<ih  is 
floried  -of  thofe  who  have  adminiftred 
Poifon  in  the  Eucharift.  The  name  of  a 
friend  is  iuch  an  endearment ,  as  nothing' 
human  can  equal.  All  otlier  natural  or 
civil  ties  take  their  greateft  force  from 
this.  What  figniiics  an  unfriendly  Parent , 
or  Brother ,  or  Wife  ?  Tis  friendfliip  only 
that  is  the  cement  which  really  and^flc- 
lively  combines  mankind :  and  there* 
fore  we  .may  obferye,  that  God  reckon*^ 
fng  up.  qdier.  relations/,  ilhiftrates  them 
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by  feveral  notes  of  endearment,  but 
when  becomes  to  that  of  friendfhip ,  'tis 
the  friend  who  is  ai  thine  awn  Jimi ^  t)eut4 
1 3 .  ($.  nothing  below  the  faigheft  inftance 
was  thought  expreflivc  enough  of  that 
unipn^  What  a  Legion  of  Fiends  then 
poffeileth  men  that  can  break  thefe  chains 
Mat.  5*.  4-  nay  that  can  hammer  and 
forge  thofe  veiry  chains  into  Daggers  and 
^tiUettoes  ^  and  make  their  friendihip  an 
cflgitie  of  tuine  ?  This  is  certainly  tht 
blacked:  color  wherein  we  can  vie  w  a  Pa* 
raiiti^^  his  falfe  light  makes  the  ihaddw  the 
more  difmal.  As  the  Ape  has  a  peculiar 
deformity  above  ottief  brutes  by  that 
aukward  and  ungraceful  irefemblance  he 
has  to  a  man  ^  \o  fure  a  Flatterer  is  in^ 
finitely  the  more  hateful  for  being  the 
Ugly  counterfeit  of  a  Friendi  And  a$ 
this  Trechery  lies  at  the  bottom  of  the 
Panegyrics,ib  alfo  do's  it  of  all  the  careffes 
and  exuberant  kindnels  of  a  JFlatterer » 
which  if  they  aimed  not  at  any  parti* 
cular  end  of  circumvention ,  mud  yet  in 
the  genetai  be  trecherous  W  being  falfe* 
A  man  looks  ott  the  love  ol  his  friend  as 
one  of  the  ticheft  pofTefliolls  (  upon  whick 
account  the  Phiiofopheif  thought  friends 
were  to  be  Inventoried  ai  well  as  goocis^ ) 

t  Whac 
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What  a  defeat  and  difcomfiture  is  it  to  a 
man  when  he  comes  to  ufe  this  wealth  ^ 
to  find  it  all  falfe  metalf,  fuch  as  will 
not  anfwer  any  of  thofe  purpofes  for 
which  he  depended  on  it.  There  cannot 
fure  be  a  greatfer  Trcchery ,  then  firft  to 
raife  a  confidence  and  then  deceive  it:  But 
befides  this  fundamental  falfenefs  ^  there 
are  iKo  many  incidental  Ttecheries, 
which  fall  in  upon  occafion  of  particular 
defigns.  A.  pretence  of  kindnefs  is  the 
univerfalftale  to  all  bafe  projefts :  by  this 
men  are  rob'd  of  their  fortunes ,  and  wo- 
men of  their  honor:  in  a  word  all  the 
wolfiih  defigns  walk  under  this  iheeps 
'clothing;  and  as  the  world  goes ,  men 
have  more  need  to  beware  of  thofe  who 
call  themfelves  friends,  then  thofe  who 
own  tliemfelves  enemies. 

7.  T  H  E  s  E  are  the  lineaments  of  this 
vice  of  Flattery,  which  fure  do  toge- 
ther make  up  a  iace  of  moft  extreme  de- 
formity. I  might  upon  a  true  account 
add  another ,  and  charge  it  with  folly  too. 
I  am  fure  according  to  the  Divine  efti- 
mate  it  is  alwaies  fo :  and  truly  it  do*s 
not  feldoni  prove  fo  in  the  fecular  alfo. 
Men  of  this  art  do  fomtimeS  drop  their 
'vizard  before  they  have  gbt  the  prize , 

■  *  and 
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and  then  there  is  nothing  in  the  world 
that  appears  fo  conccmtible,  fo  filly;  a 
barfcfaccd  Flatterer  being  every  bodies 
fcorn.  Theihortis,  wherever  this  game 
is  piaied  there  is  alwaies  a  fool  in  the 
cafe:'  if  the  parafite  be  detected,  itfalls 
to  his  ihare:  if  he  be  not^  to  his  whom 
he  deludes.  But  at  the  beft  'tis  but  fub- 
tilty  and  cunning  he  can  boaft  of;  and 
if  he  can  in  his  own  fancy  raife  that  to 
the  opiruon  of  true  Wifdom ,  'tis  a  fign 
he  is  come  iround  to  praflice  his  deceits 
upon  himfelf ,  and  is  as  much  his  own 
FlattererasHehasbinothers.        '   ': 

8.  And  now  I  know  not  whether  it 
be  mpre  fhame  or  wonder,  to  lee  that 
men  can  fo  put  offingenuity ,  and  the  na- 
tive greatnefs  of  their  kind,  as  to  de- 
fcendto  fofcafe ,  fo  ignoble  a  vice  :ypt  alas 
wc  daily  fee  it  don,  and  that  not  only  "by 
the  fcum.  and  refufe  of  the  peoplfc ,  liich 
as  Jo^  ipeaks  of,  -who  are  •viler  thentbe 
earth,  Cap-30.8.  but  by  Perfons  of  all 
conditions.  Flattery  like  a  fpringforc'd 
upwards  rfcends,  as.caresarebythewifc 
man  faid  to  defcend ,  Eccluf  4o.4.^cm 
him  that  'wearetb  a  liven  frock  to  him 
thatiijearephacrimtt:  allintermedial de- 
grees are  but  like  pipes^  which  as  they 
T  X  flick 
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fuck  froqi  belpw,  fo  tianfmit  i%  ftill  iip-> 
wards.  There  arc  f?w  fo  low  but  find 
jfome  body  Xo  cajole  and  flatter  them. 
^001?  intcreft  oc  other  may  fomtimes'be; 
to  be  ferved  even  upon  die  meancft ,  and 
thofe  that  find  themfelves  thus  folicired 
for  benefits ,  are  eaHly  tavgh^  ^y  ithow 
to  addr^fs  tQ  tWit  inimediatc  fuperiots , 
from  whom  thpy  expedt  greater :  and  as^ 
tis  thus  handed,  from  one  rank  to  an-; 
Other,  the  arc  ftill  i§  mor^futitilizedand 
^efiped  ( Qod  help  poor  Princes  the  while , 
who  commonly  meet  with  the  Elixir, 
and-  quintcffence  qf  this  yencm :  )  and 
thus  it  palTes  thro  all  fVates  and  conditions; 
as  they  are  paffive  on  the  one  fid? ,  and 
aire  flattered  by  fom?,  ib  theyareadive 
pn  the  other,  and  flatter  others. 

9.:f  fay  allconditions,  Idonptfayall 
pjcrfon?  in  thofe  conditions ,  for  no  truly 
generous  foul  c^n  (loop  fo  low:bur  'tis  too 
«yid?nt  to  what  a  low  ?bb  Generofity  as 
well  as  Chrifliatiity  Is  grown,  by  th^ 
numbers  of  thofe  who  thus  degrade  them-r 
felves ,  every  little  petty  intereft  being 
thought  worth  thefe  bafe  fubmifiions. 
And  truly  ic  is  hard  to  find  ^  by  what  To- 
pic of perfwafion  to  afifaulc  fiich  men.  The 
rrieannefs ,  of  the  fin  will  fcarce  be  diflwa- 
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fives  to  thofe  who  Jiavc  reconciled 
themfelvf  s  to  bpdi :  if  any  thing  can  be 
pertinently  faid  to  thetn ,  it  muft  be  up- 
on the  (core  of  Intercft ,  for  that  being 
theii:  graqd  principle ,  they  can  with  no 
pretence  diiclam^i  the  inf^ren^res  drawn 
thence. 

10.  Let  them  therefore  duk*  bal- 
lance  the  advantages  diey  projea  from 
this  pradice  with  the  miKhieis  and  dan- 
gers pf  it,  What  they  expeft  is  common^ 
\y  either  Honor  or  wealth ,  thefe  they 
hope  may  be  acquired  by  their  proftrs^ 
tions  to  thofe ,  who  can  difpenfe  orpro-p 
cure  them.  Tis  true ,  ias  Honor  fignifics 
Gr^atnefs  and  power,    it  is  fomtimes 
attained  by  it,  b^t  then  a^  it  (ignifies 
Repiitatf on  and  elleem ,  ^tfs  as  fure  to  be 
loft.  He  that  thus  afcends ,  maybelookt 
on  with  fear,  but  never  with  reverence. 
Now  I  think  'tis  no  good  bargain  to  exr 
change  this  fecond  notion  of  Honor  for 
the  nrft :  for  befide$  the  difference  in  the 
intrinfic  V^lu^ ,  'tis  to  be  confider'd  how 
tottering  a  Pinacle  nnmerited  Greatnefs 
is.  Fj[e  that  xais'd  him  to  fatisfy  his  hu* 
moF  at  one  time ,  can  (  with  more  eafe 
and  ecjual  ji^ftice )  throw  him  down  at 
another:*  and  when  fuch  a  man  do's  fall, 

he 
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he  falls. as  without  pity,  fo  without  re- 
medy r.  has  no  fo^nd/ttion  on  which  to 
rebuild  his  fortune.  His  Sycophanting 
arts  being  detected ,  that  Game  is  not  to 
be  plaid  the  fecpnd  time ;  whereas  a  man 
of  a  clear  reputatio%  tho  his  barque  be 
fplit,  yet  he  faves  his  Cargo,  has  tome- 
th^  icft  towards  fetting  up  again ,  and 
fo  i^  in  .capacity  pfr;e4;eiving  benefit  not 
only  '^XQtXkf  his  own  induftty^:  bixt  the 
fxi^miki^  of  othqr^.  '  A  found  piece;  of 
Timi)M?  if  it.be  not  djought  fit  for  one 
ufe  J; ;  yef .  will  be  laid  by  for  another :  and 
an  liQnefl  man  will  probably  at  one  time 
or ;  jOthijr  be  tbpught  good  for  fome- 

tJCf  4i5  f?^^  the  other  ^aim,  that  of  \jP^eaItli, 
*ti$,.  yeryipoffible  ijhjit  may  fqmtimes  be 
compafled ;  and  well  it  may ,  thq  il^tterer , 
ba^^^g  feVeral  Springs  to  teed  i tby .  For 
h?^:l>atrhas  a  great  Patron,  has  the  ad- 
vantage of  his  <:oiuB^nance  and  Autori- 
ty ',;  fhe^  has  that  of  His  bounty  and  libera- 
lity I  andlie  has.another  (  fomtimes^reat- 
QT  ;.then. :  both  )  tXy^  of  his;  negligence 
an4  dqceivablen^l^i/But  yef  all  ihefe 
"  aaasiw<>OS  arpMpji^y  times  liKe  Fairy 
nw)jiy>,  wjiat  is  jbjrpwghtpne  night  is  t;aken 

- ^way'iihc  nc^c^i'^J^ffl of  th^-mold  fel- 
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dom  know  how  tol^ear  profperity: tem- 
perately., and  it  is  no  new  thing  to  fee 
a  Privado  carry  it  fb  high ,  as  to  awaken 
the  jcaloBfy  ot  his  promoter ,  which  be- 
ing afUfted  by  the  bufy  induftryof  thoie 
who  envy  his  fortune ,  'twill  be  eafy  c- 
nough  to  find  fome  flaw  in  his  Gettings , 
by  which  to  unravel  the  whole  Web: 
an  event  that  has  bin  oft  experimented 
not  only  in  the  private  manaeery  of  Fa- 
milies ,  but  in  the  moft  public  admini- 
llrations.  And  thefe  are  fucli  haxards , 
that  laid  all  together  would  much  recom- 
mend  to,  any  the  Moral  of  Hcracts  Fa- 
ble/ and  make  one' chufe  the  Comntry 
Moufes  plain  fare  andfafety ,  rather  then 
the  delicacies  of  the  City  with  fo  much 
danger.  This  then  is  the  ftatfe  of  the 
pro^erous  Parafitc :  but  alas  how  many 
are  there  who  never  arrive  to  this,  but 
are  kickt  down  ere  they  have  climb'd 
the  two  or  three  firft  rounds  of  the  Lad- 
der ,  whofe  defigns  are  fo  humble ,  as 
not  to  -afpire  above  a  Major-Domo, 
or  fome  fuch  domeftic  prefernoent » 
(  for  in  this  trade  there  are  adventuirers 
of  ail  fees.  )^  But  upon  all  thefc 
confidi^rations ;  mcihlnks  it  appears  lio 
Very  inviring  one  to  any.    Atdke long 

run 
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run  an  honeft  freedom  of  fpcech  will 
More  recommend  a  man ,  then  all  thefe 
fneaking  flatteries  t  we  have  a  very  Wife 
mans  word  for  it:  he  that  rebuketh  a 
piaMy  afterwards  shall  find  tmre  favor  ^ 
then  he  that  fiattereth  with  his  lij^s.  Pro* 

IX.  But  aftfer  all  that  hath  or  can 
be  faid ,  the  fuppreflion  of  Flattery  will 
moft  depend  Upon  thofePerfons  to  whom 
it  is  adareft :  if  it  be  iiot  r^puls'd  there  ^ 
nothing  elie  wiO  difcourage  it ;  and  if  it 
be»  *ids  crufht  in  the  egg^  and  cailprO'> 
duce  no  viper.  Thefe  Vulturs  prey  Only 
on  carcaffes^on  fuch  fhipid  minds^as  havd 
not  life  and  vigdr  Enough  to  fray  them  a- 
Way.  Let  but  Perfoiis  of  quality  enter* 
tain  fuch  cuftomers  With  a  fevere  brow  ^ 
with  ibme  fmatt  expreifion  of  diflike  ^ 
thofe  Leeches  will  immediatly  fall  off.  In 
Sparta  when  all  laws  againft  theft  ptov'd 
ineffeiftual,  at  laft  they  fixt  the  penalty  on 
them  that  were  rob'd  *  and  by  that  did 
the  bufmefs :  and  in  the  prefent  cafe ,  if 
*twe^c  made  as  [infamous  to  be  flattered 
as  *tis  to  flatter  *  1  believe  it  might  have 
the  like  effcft.  Indeed  there  ispi?etence 
enough  to  make  it  fo :  for  firft  as  to  Wit , 
the  advantage  is  clear  on  the  Flatterers 
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iide;  he  muft  f)e  jillQwed  to  hav^  more 
x>f  that  (which  in  this  s^e  is  moce  theii 
a  counterpoife  to  honeily;  )  and  as  for 
^ertjue,  the  baUnce  (|is  to  thi^ principal 
motive )  feenis  to  hang^pretty  even :  'tis 
fhp  vic^  0/ Av^ipe  that  temts  the  one  ti> 
flatter :»  aivd  ^l^e  vice  of  Pride  that  makes 
K  acceptable  CO  the  other.    The  ttuth  is « 
ihttt  is  die  bottom  of  the  matter;  *ti$ 
ithat  fecret  confederate  within,  that  ex- 
jpofes  men  to  thofe  alTaults  from  with** 
>out.:    We  har?  generally  fuch  ian  appc- 
^tite  to  praife  ,  that  we  greedily  fuck  it  in 
without  ftay  iag  to  examine  whether  it  be- 
long to  us  or  no,^  bt  whether  it  be  deiign'd 
a^  a  J^ifidn^  or  anabufe^  Pther  injuries 
xujSi  upott  :US.  Vi^iie^  violcn^ce ,  and  give  us 
notice  of  tjieir i^pproch :  they  maybe 
Jjfaid  1  to  x:ome  like  water  into  our  bowels  S 
.jkitjtfiis  likfi.oil  into  ourbonesV^  109^  \%. 
, po^etratese^ly ,  undifcernilily ,  by  hej(p 
.pif.jcKat  native  propeniion  we  have  to  re- 
ceive it.  ^'Tis  tnerefore  the  near  concern 
of  all ,  ^^ecially  oif  thofe  whofe  quality 
moft  expofes  them  ^  to  keep  a  guard  up- 
jon^^hat  trecherous  inmate,    not  ito  let 
'  tfiat  Hep  into  the  fcale  to  m^c  abafe  Sy- 
cophant out-w^igh  a  true  friend,  and 
wfaeii  ever  they  are  attacqued  with  ex- 

V  trava- 
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travagant  Encomiums ,  let  them  fortify 
thcmielvcs  with  this  Dilemma ,  Either 
they  have  thdfccxcellehdes  they  are  prai- 
^d  for,  or  they  have  not:  if  they  have 
not,  'tis  ati  apparent  chcfat  and  gull,and  he 
is  of  a  pittiful  forlorn  underftanding  that 
delights  to  te  fooi'd:  but  if:<;hej  hav^;, 
tltey  are  too  g.6od  to  Vt  cxpofeXto  fuch 
Worms  who  Will  -  itoftiBtlyf  wither  the 
f aireft  -gourd ,  Jori,  4.  7;   *  '^  ;  ■' 

For  as  it  Is  faid  of  the  Gf^^ndSigmiTr^^ 
*tliat^  no  grals  growcfs  where  his  hifrfe 
'once  tr(^$  {-  fo  we  may  hj  of  the  pfat- 
;ttrer,  no  veirtue  ever  prbfpers  wher6  !i(e 
ii  admitted r  if  he  find  any  he' hugs'it 
^till  he  ftifles  it,  if  J^e  find  ndne/^  li^ 
^f()lndifpdrc,s'thefoii,  lilfei; rf^Ttiturt feetis 
^can  evet'^tlkc'robti-;'lii^11Jte,  'hf'.ifsi^ 


'to  efcap^  ^r-Qtiiers. 
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1*  TTT"  £  have  Aow  fccn  fprtie  efTe^i^ 
W  <^f  an  ungovcrri^d  Tongue ,  as 
they  relate  to  God  arid  our  Neighbor* 
There  is  yet  a  third  fort  wJiich  refleft  up* 
on  a  mans  felf.  So  unbourtdedly  mifchie^ 
Vous  is  that  petulant  member,  thathea^ 
Ten  and  earth  arc  not  wide  enough  for  it$ 
range ,  but  it  will  find  work  at  home  too  4 
and  like  the  viper ,  that  iaftcr  it  had  de- 
voured its  companions  \  prei*d  Upon  it* 
felf,  fo  it  corrodes  inward,  and  be- 
comes often  as  fatal  to  ita  owner ,  as  to 
all  the  world  be  fides. 

X,  O  F  this  there  are  as  many  injliaii^ 
tes «  as  there  ate  imprudent  things  faid  ^ 
fpr  all  fuch  have  the  wotftrefleftionup^ 
on  the  fpeaker :  and  therefore  all  that 
have  given  rules  for  civil  life  ^  have  iidi 
order  to^  it  |)uf  veryjfevere  teftriintd 
tipon  the  f  pngue^  that  it  tutt  not  be- 
i^re  thft  judgment*  'I'waS  the  advite  o^ 

V  %  Zeno 
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Zen6  to  dip  the  Tongue  in  the  mnd  be^ 
fore  one  should  permit  it  to  fpeak.  Theo^ 
/Ar/z/?«x  ufcd  to  fay ,  It  was Jafer  trufiing 
to  an  unbridled  horfe ,  then  to  intemj^erate 
J^ech.  And  daily  experience  confirms  the 
Aphorifm ;  for  thofe  thatfet  no  guard  up- 
on their  Tongues,  are  hurried  by  them 
into  a  thoufand  indecences,  and  very 
often  into  reall  confiderable  mifchiefs. 
By  this  means  men  have  proved  their 
own  delators ,  difcoyered  their  own  moil 
important  fecrets:  and  whereas  their 
heart  ihould  have  kept  a  lock  upon  their 
Tongue ,  they  have  given  their  Tongue 
the  key  of  their  heart ,  and  the  event  has 
bin  oft  as  unhappy  as  the  proceedinjg 
was  prepofterous-  There  are  indeed  lo 
many  waies  for  men  to  lofe  themfclves 
in  their  talk ,  that  I  Ihould  do  the  like 
if  I  ihould  pretend  to  trace  them.  Be- 
fides  my  fubjcft  leads  me  not  to  difcourfe 
Ethically ,  but  Chriftianly  of  the  faults 
of  the  Tongue,  and  therefore  I  have 
all  a  long  confidcred  the  one  no  farther 
then  it  happens  to  be  twifled  with  the  o- 
ther. 

3.  In  the  prefent  cafe  1  ihall  infift 
only  upon  one  fault  of  the  Tongue ,  which 
partakes  of  both  kinds,  and  it  is  at  once 
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A  vice  and  a  folly ,  I  mean  that  of  Boafl:->* 
ing  and  vaunting  a  mans  felf ;  a  ilr^iia 
to  which  fome  mens  tongues  have  a 
wonderful  glibnefs.  No  difcourfe  can  be 
adminiftrca  4  but  they  will  try  to  turn 
die  Tide,  and  draw  it  all  into  their owA 
Chanel ,  by  entertaining  you  with  long 
llories  of  themfelvts  t  bt  if  thertf  be  no 
room  for  that ,  they  willacleaftfcrewiia 
here  and  there  fome  intimations  of  what 
they  did  or  faid.  Yeafoftupidavanityis 
this^that  it  works  alike  upon  all  materials: 
notonly  their  greater  and  more  illuflr ious 
afts  or  fentences ,  but  even  their  mojR; 
flight  and  trivial  oc^currences ,  by  being 
theirs ,  they  think  acquire  a  cbnfiderable- 
hefs,  and  are  forcibly  impofed  upon  the 
company;  the  tery  dreamsoffoch peo- 
ple (trait  commence  prophefy ,  and  are  at 
lerioufly  related;as  if  they  Wereundoubt* 
ed  revelations.  And  fure  if  we  rcflcft 
upon  our  Saviors  rule , '  that  Out  of  the 
abundance  of  the  heart  the  mouth  /peak- 
eth,  we  cannot  but  think  thefe  men  arc 
very  full  of  themfelvcs  j  and  to  be  fo ,  is 
but  another  phrafe  for  being  very  Proud. 
So  'tis  Pride  in  the  heart,  which  is  the 
fpring  that  feeds  this  perpetual  current 
at  the  mouth,  and  under  that  notion  we 
ar^  to  confider  it.  4.  Anp 
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\  4.  Anp  '  trply  th?r€!\is  nothing  cart 
itendcr  it  ^ore^  inlamo^s  >  Pride  being  a 
.vice  thatjofjali  others  is  the  moft  brand-' 
ed  in  Scripture  as  molt  deteflable  to 
;  Ood ,  and  is  Signalized  bv  the  punishment 
to  be  1q.  This  turned  Lucifer  out  of 
Heaven,  Nebuchadne:czar  out  of  his 
^Throne,  nayoutofHpmanfociety.  And  . 
indeed  it  feems  Hill  to  have  fomcthing 
of  the  fame,efFeft, : nothing  tendring a 
man  fo  inconfiderable ;  for  it  fets.  him  ^ 
above  the  meaner  fort  of  company ,  and 
makes  him  intolerable  to  the  better ,  and 
to  complete  the  parallel,  he  feldom  comes 
to  know  himfelf  till  he.  be  turned  a  graz- 
ing, be  ti^uced  to  ibme.  extremities. 
-  ^.  B «  t  this  Bo^fting  arrogant  hij- 
mor,  tho  al waies  bad ,  vet  is  more  or  lefs 
fo^ccording  to  the  SubjeA  on  which  it 
works«  If  it  be  only  on- Natural  excel- 
lences, as  Beauty,  Wit;  or  accidental 
acquifitions ,  as  Honor  ^  Wealth,  or  the 
like ,  yet  even  there  *tis  not  only  a  Theft , 
but  a  Sacriledg ;  the  glory  of  thofe  being 
due  only  to  the  Donor  ,  not  to  the.  re- 
ceived ,  there  being  not  fo  much  as  any 
prediffiofitipn  in  the  fubjed  to  deter- 
mine Cods  bounty.  Hecoiildhavemade 
the  titoil  deformed  Bsgg^c  as  Wdfom 
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and  as  rich , !  as;  thofe  wHbin6ft  pride 
themfelyes  fti  tlicir  wealth  and  beaii-* 
ly .  No  man  fancies  himietf '  x6 '  be  hig 
own  Creator,  ahdtho  foi^  Have  aflum- 
ed  to  be  tlie  ;^ifchitcAs "  of  their  owW 
fortunes,  yet 'the,  fteqiient^ defeats  of 
mens  induftty  iri3  cori^rfVafti^fe  ^' 'do Suffi- 
ciently confute  ^tK^t  bold' tfi^^  atrd 
evince ,  that  .'tfrdre  is  fomcfltifig  aboyd 
tli^m ;  which  tin'  cither,  fela^  ^6r profpef 
theit  attenit^'i^  What  ah4nfyfion  tte 
i^lt  6f  Gbdi'Wght;  to  in'^o^ the honof 
bf  jtiiofe  thiiigs  being  don,'*  VMch  weird 
ript:zt  'alf  in^^^^^^  ro'db?'  And 
fiire  the  fdliy  Is^as  great^  in  ttfpcft  pf 
niea,  as  the  fin  is  towards  G&d.  THii^ 
l?trafting  Kkfe^4  R^avy  Nurft ,  •  6verlaics 
jriieChild  i  th6^  Vjimty  of  tllatfififtb  dro\yrid 
tfiS  notice 'bf-rhe'  tliirig'^^  iff* '\vliich  'tfs 
fdnnded ;  inA  mien  ate  not  Hti  •  apt tp  fay ; 
Tuai  a  ttianis^Handfom ;  '^^fe  ^^  (^ttk, 
a^  th^t  Hi  1s::prdti'd  u^oi{;ffi^;fa^cVtir 


¥i^ihr  S/cb'fchaiits  \ '  >yh<5^,  praifes^  arp 
iVM:.  ^  that 


\ 


■W  PT'i 


1 60    The  Govtrnmcm  of  the  Tongui?. 


that  it  can  majke  even  thoi^  iiifidiQus 
FJatti^ries  matter  of  bo^ft^ which  is  a  much 
more  irrational  objed  of,  ^t  then  the 
former.  How  eagerly  4o  fome  men  pro- 
pagate ipvery  little  I^nqomiuin  their  Pa-^ 
rafites  make  of  theni  ?  With  what  guit 
and  fenfuality  will  they  tell  how  (uch  a 
Jeft  of  theirs  took,  or  fuch  a  Magnifi- 
ipence  was  admired  ?  Tis  pleafant  to  fee 
what  iitdf^  Arts  and  dexterities  they  havtf 
to  wind  in  iu^h  things  into  difcourfoi; 
when  alas  it  amounts  to  nompre  thei^thiSt 
that  fome  hav^  thought  them  fools  t* 
nough  to  be  ^atter*d ,  and  *tis  odds  but 
the  hearers  will  think  them  enough  fo 
to.  be  lau^t  at.  -^      . 

^7;  But  th^re  is  yet  ahpther  Subj^eflb 
of  Boaflingmote  fooliih  ^^ndmore  crimir 
nal  too. then  either  of  i^e  former,  and 
t^at.is  when  men  vaunt  of  their  Piety ;, 
which  if.it  wer^p  true ,  were  yet  lefsowr 
ing  to  tl^i^mtelves  then  any  natural  en- 
dowment^,- F^Qtitho  we  danotatallaifift 
towards  iiiemV  ^P  we  neither  ^h- 
ftlfu<Sk ;  h^t  tn  the  operations  of  (jr^cc 
^tis  ot|ierariJe;;W^  have  tib«re  a  principle 
of .  pppofition ,;  and  God  iieyeir  makes  us 
his  own  till  heVfubdut  thajc:  and  tho  he 
do  it  not  by  iJn^wrefiiU^icf^^^^^  ,  but  by 

•  fuch 
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fuch  fweet  and  tgcnde  infmiiatiom ,  that 
we  are  fometimes  captivated  ere  w6  atd 
aware  t  yet  that  do's,  tide  inipcach  hiS 
right  of  conqueft  ,  hut  odly  ihews  him 
the  more  gracious  conqueror^  'Tis  true 
in  relpeA  of  the  event  we  have  great 
caufe  of  exultance  and  joy ,  Gods  fetvicd 
being  the  moft  perfeft  ftecdom  :  yet  in 
regard  of  the  efficiency  >  we  have  as 
little  matter  of  Boaft ,  as  the  furprized 
City  has  in  the  triumphs  of  its  viftor. 

8.  B  u  T:  Jfecondly  either  this  vaunted 
Piety  is  hot  realU  and  then  *tis  goodfbt 
nothing  ,  or  tlk  by  being  viiunted  be4 
cmies  fo.  If  it  be  not  real ,  'tis  then  the 
fuperadding  Hypocrify  to  the  former  fa-^ 
criledg  ,  an  attemt  at  once  to  rob  God 
and  cheat  men,  and  in  the  event  ufually 
renders  them  hateful  to  both  ;  to  God 
(  who  cannot  be  mocked  )  it  do*s  fo  at 
the  inilant  ^  and  feldom  mifles  to  do  fo 
at  laft  to  men.  An  Hypocritc^has  a  lonrg 
part  to  aft  ,  aatid  if  his  niemcrry  fail  him 
but  in  any  onefcene,  his  play  is  ipoiled : 
ib  that  his  hac&irds^aK.fo  great ,  that  ^tis  as 
little  prudent  as  'tis  honeft  to  fetlip  tbe^ 
trade ,  efp^cially  ia- art  Age'when  Piety  it 
felf  is  at  fo  low  ra  prdcfc  /that  its  coan- 
oerfeit  cadbiridti^afl  to;;  imich^  .  But  if  the 
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Piety  be  indeed  true,  the  Boafting  it 
blafts  it ,  makes  it  utterly  infignificant^ 
This  we  are  told  by  Cbrifi  himtelf ,  who 
ailures  us ,  that  eveh  the  mpft  Chriftian 
aAions  of  praier,  almes,  and  failing, 
muft  expecl  no  other  reward  (when 
boafted  )  then  the  fought*for  applaufe  of 
men.  Mat.  6.  When  a  man  mall  make 
his  own  tongue  the  trumpet  of  his  Alms » 
or  the  echo  of  his  Praiers ,  he  carves ,  or 
rather  fnatches  his  own  reward,  andmuft 
not  look  God  ihould  heap  more  upon 
him :  the  recompence  of  his  pride  he  may 
indeed  look  for  from  him ,  but  that  of  his 
vertue  he  has  foreftall'd.  In  ihort ,  piety  is 
like  thofe  lamps  of  old ,  which  main- 
tain'd  (heir  light  fome  Ages  underground, 
but  as  foon  as  they  took  air  expired.  And 
furely  there  cannot  be  a  more  deplora- 
ble folly ,  then  thus  to  lofea  rich  Jewel ; 
only  for  the  pitiful  plefure  of  ihewing 
it :  its  the  humor  of  Children  and  Idiots , 
who  muft  be  handling  their  birds  till 
they  fly  away ,  and  it  ranks  us  with  them 
in  point  of  difcretion,  tho  not  of  in- 
nocence. 

9.  From  the  view  of  thefe  particu- 
lars we  may  in  the  grofs  conclude  that 
this  oflentation  is  a  moft  fopliih  iin ,  fuch 

as- 
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as  never  brought  in  advantage  to  any 
man.  There  is  no  vice  fo  undermines  it 
felf  as  this  do's :  'tis  glory  it  feeks ,  and  in 
ftead  of  gaining  that,  it  lofes  com- 
mon ordinary  eftimation.  Everybody 
that  fees  a  bladder  puft  up ,  knows  'tis 
but  wind  that  fo  fwells  it :  and  there  is 
no  furer  argument  of  a  lightfrothybrain 
then  this  bubbling  at  the  mouth.  Indeed 
there  is  nothing  renders  any  man  fo  con- 
temtiblc,  fo  utterly  ufelefs  to  the  world: 
it  excludes  him  almofl:  from  all  com- 
merce ,  makes  him  uncapable  ofreceiving 
or  doing  a  benefit.  No  man  will  do  him 
a  good  turn  becaufe  he  forefees  he  will  ar- 
rogate it  to  himfelf,  as  the  efFeft  of  his  me- 
rit :  and  none  ( that  are  not  in  fome  great 
exigence  )  will  receive  dne  from  him ,  as 
knowing  it  ihall  be  not  only  proda- 
med ,  but  magnified  much  above  tne  true 
worth.    There  feems  to  be  but  one  pur- 

Eofe  for  which  he  ferves ,  and  that  is  to 
e  fport  for  his  company :  and  that  he 
feldom  fails  to  be ,  for  in  thefe  gamefome 
daies  men  will  not  lofe  fuch  an  oppor- 
tunity of  divertifement ,  and  theretore 
will  purpofely  give  him  hints,  which 
may  put  him  upoii  his  Rhodomdntades 
I  do  not  fpe^  tnis  by  way  of  eacour^e* 

X  ir  ment 
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ment  to  them  ♦  hut  only  to  fliew  tbcfe 
vaporcrs  ,  to  what  fcorn  they  expofe 
themfelves  ,  and  what  advantage  they 
give  to  any  that  have  a  mind  to  abuie 
them :  for  they  need  not  be  at  any  pains 
,fojr  it ,  they  do  but  fwim  with  their  ftream; 
an  approving  nod  or  fmije  ferves  to 
dri^e  on  the  defign ,  and  make  them  difr 
play  themfelves  more  difadvattfagioufly , 
more  ridiculoufly ,  then  the  mOftJSatyri-s 
cal  Chara£ler  could  poffibly  do. 

10.  B  u  T  hefides  thefe  fportive  pro-^ 
jcfts  ,  fuch  a  man  laies  himfelf  opep  to 
more  dangerous  circumventions.  He  that 
shews  himfelf  fo  enamour'd  of  praife , 
that  (  Narcijfus  like  )  dotes  on  his  own 
refle<%ions  ^  is  a  fit  prey  for  Flatterers, 
and  fuch  a  Carcafe  will  never  want 
thofe  Eagles:  when  his  weak  part  is  once 
difcern'd  (  as  it  muft  foon  be  when  himr 
felf  publiflies  it)  he  fliall  quickly  be  futr 
tounded  with  aflailants.  The  laft  Sefti- 
on  has  ihcwed  the  mifery  of  a  man  fo 
beficged  ,  therefore  I  fliall  not  enlarge 
on  it  here  ;  this  mention  being  only  iur 
tended  to  evincic  how  apt  tliis  vain  glQ>- 
jrious  humor  is  to  betray  men  to  it. 

^  tt.   These    are  competent  Speci- 
iHKnsJcifthefoily  of  this  vice;  but  it  has yet 
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a  farther  aggravation ,  that  it  precludes  all 
means  of  growing  wifer  :  'tis  Saltmons 
affertion^ ,  Seeji  thou  a  man  wife  in  his 
own  concetti  there  if  more  hope  of  a  Fool 
then  of  him  ^  Pro.i6.  ix.  And  the  reafoii 
is  evident,  for  hcdifcards  the  two  grand 
inftruments  of  inftruftion  ,  Admonition 
and  Obfervation.  The  former  he  thinks 
ftiperfeded  by  his  own  Perfeftions ,  and 
therefore  when  any  fuch  friendly  office 
i3  attemted  towards  him  ,  he  imputes 
it  either  to  Envy,  and  a  defire  to  eclipfe 
\{\i  luftre  by  finding  fome  fpot ,  or  elfe 
to  Ignorance  and  incapacity  of  eilimat- 
ing  his  worth  :  the  one  he  entertains  with 
Indignation ,  the  other  with  difdainful 
Pity.  As  for  Obfervation,  he  fo  circum- 
fcribes  it  within  himfelf ,  that  it  can  ne- 
ver fetch  in  any  thing  from  without. 
Reading  of  mon  has  bin  by  fome  thought 
the  moil  facile  and  expedite  Method 
for  acquiring  Knowledg  ;  and  fure  foe 
fome  kinds  of  Knowledg  it  is  :  but  then 
a  man  muft  not  only  read  one  Author, 
much  lefs  the  one  wotfl  he  can  pick  out 
for  himfelf.  HTis  ah  old  true  faying  , 
He  that  is  his  own  Pupil  shall  have  a 
Fool  for  his  Tutor  :  and  truly  he  that 
itudies  only  himfelf ,  will  be  liketoipake 
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but  a  forty  Progrcfs.  Yet  this  is  the  cafe 
of  arrogant  men ,  they  Ibfe  all  the  be-r 
nefit  of  Canverfation,  and  when  they 
ihould  be  enriching  their  Minds  with 
forreign  trefure ,  they  are  only  counting 
over  their  own  ftore.  Inftead  of  advert- 
ing to  thofe  fober  difcourfes  which  they 
hear  from  others,  they  are  perhaps 
watching  to  interrupt  them  by  fome 
pompous  Story  of  themfelves ,  or  at  leaft 
in  the  abundance  of  their  felf-fufficiency , 
think  they  can  fay  much  better  things, 
Magifterially  obtrude  their  own  notions , 
and  fdl  a  teaching  when  'tis  fitter  they" 
ihould  learn :  and  fure  to  be  thus  for- 
ward  to  lay  out ,  and  take  no  care  to 
bring  in ,  muft  needs  end  in  a  Bankrupt 
ftate.  *Tis  true  I  confefs  the  ftudy  of  a 
mans-felf  is  (rightly  ^aken)  the  mod: 
ufeful  part  of  Learning,  but  then  it 
mull  be  fuch  a  Study  as  brings  him  to 
know  himfelf ,  which  none  do  fo  little 
as  thefe  nien,  who  in  this  are  like  thofe 
filly  women  the  Apoftle  defcribes,x.Tim* 
3.  7.  PTbo  are  ever  learning  yet  ne- 
ver attain.  And  *tis  no  wonder,  for 
they  begin  at  the  wrong  end,  make  no 
inquiry  into  their  faults  or  defeAs ,  but 
fix  their  Contemplation  only  on  their 

more 
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more  fplendid  qualities ,  With  which  they 
are  fo  dazled;  that  when  ydubring^thcm 
to  the  darker  parts  of  themfelves ,  it 
fares  with  them  as  with  thofe  that  come 
newly  from  gazing  on  the  Sun ,  they 
can  fee  nothing. 

IX.  And  now  having  diflefted  this 
fweiling  vice ,  and  feen  what  it  is  that 
feeds  the  tumor,  the  cure  fuggeils  it 
fclf.  If  the  difeafe  be  founded  in  Pride , 
the  abating  that  is  the  moft  natural  and 
proper  remedy:  and  truly  one  would 
think  that  mere  weighing  of  the  fore- 
going confiderations ,  might  prove fuffici- 
cnt  allaies  to  it.  Yet  becaufe  wnere  humors 
are  turgent,  *tis  ncceflary  not  only  to 
purge  them ,  but  alfo  to  itrengthen  the 
infctled  parts ,  I  ihall  adventure  to  give 
fome  few  advices  by  way  of  Fortificanoa 
and  Antidote. 

13.  In  the  firft  place ,  that  of  the  A- 
poftle  offers  it  felf  to  my  hand ,  Look  not 
every  man  on  his  own  things^  hut  every 
man  alfo  on  the  things  of  others^  Phil 
X.  4.  A  counfil  whichinadiftortedfenfc 
feems  to  be  too. much  practiced.  Wearc 
apt  to  apply  it  to  worldly  advantages , 
and  in  that  notion  not  to  look  on  our 
own  tilings  with. thankfulnefst  butono- 
.  thet 
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thct  mens  with  envy.  We 'apply  it  al* 
fo  to  errors  and  fins  5  and  look  not  on 
our  own  to  correA  and  reform  ,  but  on 
others  to  defpife  and  cenfure.  Let  us  at 
laft  take  it  in  the  genuine  fenfe  ,  and 
not  look  on  our  own  excellencies  ^  but 
thofe  of  o±ers.  We  fee  in  all  things 
how  defuetude  do's  contraft  and  narrow 
our  faculties ,  fo  that  we  can  apprehend 
only*  thofe  things  wherein  we  are  con* 
veriant.  The  drouing  Pefant  fcarce  thinks 
there  is  any  world  beyond  his  own  Vil* 
lage  ,  or  the  neighboring  Markets ,  nor 
any  gaity  beyond  that  of  a  Wake  or 
Morrice  ;  and  men  who  are  accuftom'd 
only  to  the  admiration  of  themfelves, 
think  there  is  nothing  befide  them  wor- 
thy of  regard.  Theie  unbred  minds  muD: 
be  a  little  fent  abroad  ,  made  acquaint 
ted  with  thofe  excellencies  which  God 
has  bellowed  on  other  men ,  and  then 
they  will  not  think  themfelves  like  Gi* 
deons  fleece  to  have  fuckt  up  all  the 
dew  of  heaven  :  nay  perhaps ,  they  may 
find  chey  father  anfwer  the  other  part 
bf  the  miracle  ;  and  are  drier  then  their 
neighbors .  Let  them  therefore  put  theip* 
felves  in  this  courfe  ,  obferve  diligently 
all  the  good  that  is  vifible  in  other  men: 

and 
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and  when  they  find  themfclvcs  mounting 
into  their  altitudes ,  let  them  clog  their 
wings  with  ^he  remembrance  of  thofc 
who  have  out-foar'd  them ,  not  in  vain 
opinion ,  but  in  true  worth.  'Tis  nothing 
but  the  fancy  of  Angularity  thatpufisus 
up.  To  breath ,  to  walk ,  to  hear ,  to  fee , 
are  excellent  powers,  yet  no  body  is 
proud  of  them,  because  they  are  comr 
mon  to  the  whole  kind;  aqd  therefore 
if  we  would  obferve  the  great  number 
of  thofe  that  equal ,  or  exceed  us ,  even 
in  the  more  appropriate  endowments, 
we  ihould  not  put  fo  dxceffive  a  price 
^ipon  our  felves. 

14.  Secondly  if  we  will  needs  be  re-? 
flefting  upon  our  felves ,  let  us  do  it  more 
ingenioudy,  more  equally,  let.ustakea 
true  furvey,  and  obferve  as  >vell  the  bar- 
ren as  the  fertil  part  of  the  foil :  and  if 
this  were  don ,  many  mens  valye  would 
be  much  ihort  of  wnat  they  are  willing 
to  fuppofe  it.  Did  we  but  compare  pur 
crop  of  Weeds  and  Nettles ,.  with  that  of 
our  Corn,  we  muft  either  think  our 
;round  is  poor ,  or  our  felves  every  ill 
lusbands.  When  therefore  the  recolle<ftir 
on  of  either  real  or  fancied  worth  beg|n$ 
to  make  us  aery,  let  us  condenfe  agaiti 
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by  the  remembrance  of  our  fins  and 
folly :  'tis  the  only  poffible  fervice  they 
i:an  do  us  ,  and  confidering  how  dear 
they  are  to  coft  us ,  we  had  not  need 
lofe  this  one  accidental  advantage.  In 
this  feqfe  Satan  may  faji  out  Satan ,  our 
vileft  guilts  help  to  eje(%  our  pride ;  and 
did  we  well  manage  this  one  ftratagem 
^igainft  him ,  'twould  give  us  more  caufe 
of  triumph ,  then  moft  of  thofe  things 
for  which  we  fo  fpread  our  plumes  :  I 
do  not  fay  we  fhould  contra<S:  new  guilts 
to  make  us  humble,  God  kndws  we 
need  not,  we  have  all  of  us  enough  of 
the  old  flock  if  we  would  but  thus  em^ 
ploy  them. 

ijT*  In  the  laft  place  I  fhould  advife 
thofe  who  are  apt  to  talk  big  things  of 
themfelves  ,  to  turn  into  fome  other  road 
of  difcourfe  :  for  if  they  are  their  own 
Theme ,  their  tongues  will  as  naturally 
turn  into  Eulogies ,  as  a  horfe  do's  into 
that  Inn  to  which  he  is  cuftomed.  All 
habits  do  require  fbme  little  excefs  of 
the  contrary  to  their  cure :  for  we  have 
not  fo  jufl  a  fcantling  of  our  felves ,  as 
to  know  to  a  grain  what  will  level  the 
f(:^es,  and  place  us  in  the  right  Medio- 
^ity.    Ixt  men  therefore  that  have  this 

infirmity 
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infirmity )  ihun  (as  fair  as  prudence  and 
intereft  permits  )  all  difcourfe  of  them- 
felves  ♦  till  they  can  fever  it  from  that 
unhappy  appendage.  They  will  not  be  at 
all  the  lefs  acceptable  company ,  it  being 
generally  thought  none  of  the  bed  parts 
of  breeding  ^  to  talk  much  of  ones  felf: 
for  tho  it  be  doti  fo  as  not  to  argue  pride 
yet  it  do*s  ignorance  of  more  worthy 
fubjefts. 

1 6.  1  ihould  here  conclude  this  Sext- 
on ,  but  that  there  is  another  fort  of 
vaunting  Talk,  which  was  not  well  ro* 
duciblcto  any  of  the  former  Heads ,  the 
Subjeft  matter  being  vgftly  diflant :  for 
in  thofe  the  Bdafling  was  founded  in 
fome  either  real  or  fuppofed  worth  *  but 
in  this  in  Bafenefs  and  vUlany«  ^here 
are  a  Generatioji  of  men,.  >vho  have  rer 
moved  all  the  Land-marks  rwhich  their 
Fathers  (  nay  exjpn  tl*e  Fadiec  of  Spirits) 
havefet,  reverftthe  comtnSon notions  of 
Humanity,  andicall  evil  good,  and  good 
evil ,  and  thofe  things  whidtk  a-moderatc 
impudence  would  blufli  •  ta  be  furptifed 
in  ,  they. not  ionly,  prdcl^me  but  boaft 
oC  blow  th^  Trumpet  a;s  jiAldb  before 
their  crimes  i  asotheri;  hsiotQ  their  good 
deeds.    Njqii  fo  mttoh  di»  the;y  dfTe^t  thi* 
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inverted  fort  of  Hypoerify ,  that  they 
own  more  wickednefs  then  they  aft,  af- 
fume  to  have  made  Praftical  the  higheft 
Speculations  of  viUany,  and  like  the 
Devils  Knights  errant ,  pretend  tothofe 
Romantic  atchievments ,  which  the  ve- 
rieft  Fiend  incarnate  could  never  com- 
pafs.  Thefe  are  fuch  Prodigies ,  fuch 
Monftets  of  viUahy ,  that  tho  they  are 
the  obj efts  of  Grief  and  Wonder,  they 
are  not  of  Counfil.  Men  who  thus  rave, 
we  may  conclude  their  brains  are  turrtT 
cd ,  and  one  may  as  well  read  Leftures 
at  Bedlam  as  treat  with  fuch;  Yet  we 
know  that  there  Iharp  correftions  reco- 
-v^r  craied  men  to  Sobriety ;  and  then 
their  Cure  lies  only  in  tht  hand  of  Ci- 
^il  juftice:  if  that  would  take  them  at 
their  words  >  receive  their  brags  as  Con- 
feflions ,  'and- punifh  tbfem  accordingly , 
it  may  be  a^  little  rfealf matt  would  cor- 
reft  this  mad  Itch ,  ahfd- teach  them  not 
to  glory  in  their  shame.  PhiL  3f:  19. 

In  the '^ Mean  time  l6t  btheis  who 
are  not  yed  aitJrived  to  thi«  height ,  con- 
fider  betimes^;  >that  all  indulgent  praftice 

of  fm  is  rfue  dtreft  Road  to  itV  arid.ac-* 
cording  to  the '  degrees*  of  diat  indul- 
gence, th^malte  more  or  l^^s  haft:  He 
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that  xonftahtly  and  habitually  indulges « 
rides  upon  the  Spur ,  and  will  quickly 
overtake  his  Leaders.  Nay  if  it  be  but  thi$ 
one  vice  of  vanity ,  it  may  finally  bring 
him  to  their  flates.  He  that  loves  to  brag  ♦ 
will  fcarce  find  exercife  enough  for  that 
faculty  in  his  vertues ,  and  therefore  may 
at  laft  be  temted  to  take  in  his  vices  al- 
fo.  But  that  which  is  more  ferioufly 
confiderable  is ,  that  Pride  is  fo  provok- 
ing to  Almighty  God,  that  it  often 
caufes  him  to  withdraw  his  Grace ,  which 
is  a  Donative  he  has  promifcd  only  to 
the  humble.  Jani.  4. 6.  Anc![  indeed w^hen  we 
turn  that  Grace  into  wantonnefs ,  as  the 
Proud  man  do's  who  is  pamper'd  by  it 
into  high  conceits  of  himfelt ,  'tis  not 
probable  God  Will  any  longer  proftitute 
his  favors  to  fuch  abule.  The  Apoftle 
bbfervtfs  it  of  the  Gentiles ,  who  had  in 
(JontradiAjon  of  their  natural  light  a- 
bandbn'd  thenifclves  to  vile. Idolatries, 
that  God  after  gave  them  up  to  a  reprobate 
rnifid  and  vile  affeBions.  Rom.  i.  x^.  x6. 
But  the  Proud  ndw  ftifle  a  much  clearer 
light ,  and  give  up  thcmfelves  to  as  bafe  aiti 
Idolatry , '  the  adoration  of  thcmfelves. 
S^nd  therefore 'tis  but  equal  to  expeft  God 
)9k>uld  defert^tlenl,  and  (as  fome  Nati- 
'  bns 
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ons  have  Deified  their  difeafes  )  permit 
them  to  celebrate  even  their  fowleft  en* 
ormities.  The  application  of  all  I  ihall 
fum  up  in  the  words  of  the  Apoftle.  Rom« 
1 1 .  XI .  Take  heedaljb  that  hejpare  net  thee. 

Sect.  •  X. 

Of  Q^mruloufnefs . 


1.  np  O  this  of  Boafting  may  not  un* 
X  fitly  be  fubjoin'd  another  inor« 
dinancy  ot  the  Tongue ,  viz.  murmuring 
and  complaining.  For  tho  thefe  faults 
feem  to  differ  as  much  in  their  complex 
xions ,  as  Sanguine  do's  from  Melancholy^ 
yet  there  is  nothing  more  frequent  then 
to  fee  them  united  in  the  fame  Perfon* 
Nor  is  this  a  conjunction  of  a  later  date , 
but  is  as  old  as  St.  Jude^s  daies ,  who  ob- 
serves that  the  murtmrers  and  complaiuers 
are  the  very  fame  with  thofe  who  fpeak 
great  Jwelling  werds ,  Jude  1 6. 

X.  NoK  are  we  to  wonder  to  find  them 
thus  conjoined  »  if  we  confider  what  an 
original   cognation   and  kindred  they 

have 
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have ,  they  being  (however  they  feem 
devided )  f^reams  IfTuing  from  the  fame 
fountain.  For  the  very  Ume  Pride  which 
promts  a  man  to  vaunt  and  overvalue 
what  he  is ,  do's  as  forcibly  incline  him 
to  contemn  and  difvalue  what  he  has ; 
whilft  mefuring  his  enjoiments  by  that 
vaft  Idea  he  has  formed  of  himfelt ,  'tis 
impoflible  but  he  muft  think  them  below 
him.      7^ 

3 .  TIH I  *  indeed  is  the  true  original  of 
thofe  perpetual  complainings  we  hear 
from  all  lorts  and  conditions  of  men. 
For  let  us  pafs  thro  all  Degrees  ,  all 
Ages ,  we  fnall  rarely  find  a  iingle  Per- 
fon,  much  Icfs  any  member  of  men ,  ex^ 
emt  from  this  Querulous ,  this  fuUen  hu- 
mor :  as  if  that  breath  of  life  where- 
with God  originally  infpired  us ,  had  bin 
fiven  us  not  to  magnify  his  Bounty, 
ut  to  accufe  his  illiberality ,  and  like  the 
difmaller  fort  of  inilruments ,  could  be 
tuned  to  no  other  Streins  but  thofe  of 
Mourning  and  Lamentation.  Every  man 
contributes  his  note  to  this  doleful  Har- 
mony ,  and  after  all  that  God  has  don  to 
oblige  and  delight  mankind ,  fcarce  any 
man  is  fatisfied  enough ,  I  will  not  fay  to 
be  thankfull ,  but  to  be  patient.  For  alas 

what 
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what  Tragical  complaints  do  men  make 
of  their  infelicity  ^  when  perhaps  their 
profperity  is  as  much  the  envious  out- 
cry of  others  ?  Every  little  defeat  of  a 
jjefign,  of  an  appetite^  every  little  difre- 
gard  from  thole  above  them ,  or  lefs  fo- 
fcmn  obfervance  from  thofe  below  them , 
makes  their  Heart  hot  within  them ,  Pfal. 
39. 3 .  and  the  tongue  ( that  combuftible 
part)  quickly  takes  fire  and  bmaks  out 
into  extravagant  exclamations.  'It  is  in- 
deed ftrange  to  fee  how  weighty  every 
the  trivialleft  thing  is  when  a  pailion 
is  caft  into  the  fcale  with  it,  how  every  the 
ilighteft  inconvenience  or  petty  want 
preponderates  hundreds  of  great  lubftanr 
tial  bleflings :  when  indeed  were  it  in  an 
inftance  never  fo  confiderable ,  it  could  be 
no  juft  Counterpoife.  Yetfo  clofely  is  this 
corruption  interwoven  with  our  confti- 
tution,  that  it  has  fometimes  prevailed 
even  upon  good  men*  Jacob  tho  he  had 
twelve  fons,  yet  upon  the  fuppofed 
death  of  one  defpis'd  the  comforts  of 
all  the  reft ,  and  with  an  obftinate  fop- 
row  rcfolves  to  go  mourning  to  hh 
Grave.  Gen.  35. 37.  David  after  that 
fignal  viftory  which  had  preferv'd  his 
life  y  reinftated  him  in  his  Throne ,  and 
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rcftor'd  him  tx)thc  Ark  and  Sanc^ary , 
yet  fufFer'd  the  lofs  of  his  rebellious  fon , 
wiio  was  the  Author  of  his  danger ,  to 
^overwhelm  the  fenfe  of  his  dehverance , 
and  inftead  of  Hymns  and  praifes,  breaksi 
out  into  ejulations  ^nd  et^miijate  wail* 
jngs,  xSam.  18. 35^ 

4.  B  u  T  God  knows  the  moft  of  our 
complaints  cannot  pretend  to  fuchconfi- 
derable  motives :  they  are  not  the  bowels 
of  a  Father  ^   the  imprefles  of  Nature 
that  excite  our  repinings ,  but  the  impul- 
fes  of  our  lads  9nd  inordinate  appetites. 
Our  difcontents  are  ufually  fuch  as  A- 
habs  for  his  neighbors  vineyard,  Haman's 
for  Mardecai^s  obeifance ,  Achitophets 
for  having  his  counfil  rejefted.    Every 
difappointment    of  our  avarice  ,   ambi- 
tion, and  pride,  fiirs  our  hearts  with  bit- 
ternefs  and  our  mouths  with  clamors. 
For  if  we  ihould  examine  the  numerpus 
complaiats  which  found  in  every  cor- 
ner ,  it  would  doubtlefs  be  found  that  the 
gfeateft  part  of  them  have  fome  fuch 
original:  and  that,  whether  the  preten- 
ded grievances  be  public  or  private.  For 
the  firfl :  many  a  man  is  a  flate  m^le- 
content  ^  merely  becaufe  he  fees  another 
-advanced  to  that  honor  or  wealth  which 
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he  .thinks  he  has  better  defcrv'd.  He  is 
alveaies  inveighing  againil  fuch  unequal 
diftributions ,  where  the  beft  fervices 
(  fuch  you  may  be  fure  his  own  are  ) 
are  the  word  Rewarded:  nor  do's  he  ever 
ceafe  to  predi  A  public  ruines ,  till  his  pri- 
vate are  repared  But  as  foon  as  that 
is  don ,  his  Augury  grows  more  mild :  and 
as  if  the  eftate  and  he  were  like  Hipf  cera- 
tes s  twins ,  his  recruites  give  new  vigor 
to  that ,  and  till  his  next  fuit  is  denied , 
every  thing  is  well  adminiflred.  So  full 
alas  men  are  of  themfelves ,  that  'tis  hard 
to  find  any  the  moft  fplendid  pretences 
which  have  not  fomething  of  tnat  at  the 
bottom :  and  would  every  .man  ranfack 
his  own  heart,  and  reiblve  not  to  cafta 
ftone  till  he  had  firft  cleer'd  it  of  all  fini- 
fter  refpefts ,  perhaps  the  number  of  our 
complainers  would  be  much  abated. 

5.  N  o  R  is  it  otherwife  in  private 
difcontents.  Men  are  apt  to  think 
themfelves  ill  ufed  by  any  man  who  will 
not  ferve  their  intereft  or  their  humor , 
nay  fometimes  their  vices ;  and  are  prone 
in  all  companies  to  arraign  fuch  an  unpli- 
ant  Perfon ,  as  if  he  were  an  enemy  to 
mankind ,  becaufe  he  is  not  a  (lave  to 
theit  will.  How  many  have  quarcerd  e- 
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yen  with  their  dearcft  friends ,  becaufe 
they  would  not  aflift  them  tp  their  own 
ruine ,  or  have  ftriven  to  divert  them , 
from  it:  fo  forcible  are  our  propenfions 
to  mutiny ,  that  we  equally  take  occa- 
fions  from  benefits  or  injuries. 

6.  But  the  higheft  aind  mpft  unhap- 
py inftance  of  all  is  in  our  behavior  to- 
wards God,  whofc  allotments  we  dif- 
pute  with  the  fame  or  rather  greater 
boldncfsthenwedothofeofnieh.  What 
clfc  mean  thofe  impatient  murmurs  at 
thofe  things  which  arc  the  immediate  ii' 
fues  of  his  Providence  ?  Such  are  our  na- 
tive blemilhes ,  difeafcs ,  death  of  friends , 
and  the  like.  Nay  what  indeed  are  our 
difplefures  even  at  thofe  things  which 
we  pretend  to  faften  upon  Second  Caufes? 
For  thofe  being  all  under  the  fiibor4in!a-. 
tion  of  the  firft,  cannot  move  but  by  it^ 
permlffion.  Tliis  holy  J^ilf  well  difcern'4 
and  therefore  do's  not  indite  the  C^^^*; 
ans  or  Sahedns  for  his  plunder ,  but  know- 
ing they  were  but  inftrumcnts ,  he  fubmisr. 
ly  acknowledges ,  that  there  was  a  high- 
er agent  in  his  lofs V  ^'Ae  -^ W  ha*k  '^ 
kenaz2ury,}db.i  m  .When  thcTRfof e  m  1^' 
vingly  execrate  the-mpfaBt  f^  Qf^  iwaoj 
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ment ,  when  we  angrily  charge  our  defa- 
mation on  the  malice  of  our  maligners  , 
our  diiappointments  on  the  treachery  or 
negligence  of  our  friends  ,  we  do  inter- 
pretatively  conclude  either  that  there  is 
no  oyer  -  ruling  providence  which  could 
have  reftrained  thofe  events  ,  or  elfc 
(which  is  equally  horrid  )  we  accufe  it 
as  not  having  don  well  in  permitting 
tliem.  So  that  againft  whomfoever  we 
dire(%  our  clamors ,  their  laft  rebound  is 
againft  Heaven  ;  this  Querulous  humor 
carrying  alwaies  an  implicite  repugnance 
ro  Gods  difpofals:  but  where  it  is  in- 
dulged to,  itufually  is  itsownexpofitdr* 
and  explicitely  avows  it  ,  charges  God 
fooHihly  ,  and  by  impious  murmurs 
blafpliemes  that  power  which  it  can- 
not refift.  Indeed  the  progrefs  is  very 
oatutal  for  our  impatiences  at  men  to 
ifwell  into  mutinies  againft  God  :  for 
^^hett  the  mind  is  once  imbitter'd  ,  it 
diffiriguiflies  not  of  objefts,  but  indiffer- 
ently lets  fly  its  venem.  JHe  that  frets 
himfkf^  the  Prophet  tells  us ,  wUl  eurfe 
his  ti^gy  TAyhis  God^  Ifa.  8.  xi.  and  he 
that  quarrels  at  Gbds  diftributions  ,  is 
in  th^  dired  road  to  defie  his  B^ing. 

7,  ^B  X  thiswc  may eftimate  tlie  dan- 
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ger  of  our  difcontents  ,  which  the  at 
firft  they  ar€  introduced  by  the  inordi- 
nate love  of  our  felves ,  yet  arc  very  apt 
to  terminate  in  hatred  and  Blafphemies 
againft  God.  He  therefore  that  would 
iecure  himfelf  from  the  higheft  degree  , 
muft  watch  againft  the  loweft  ;  as  he 
tliat  would  prevent  a  total  Inundation » 
muft  avert  the  fmalleft  breach  in  his 
Banks.  Not  but  that  even  the  firft  be- 
ginnings are  in  themfelves  well  worth 
our  guarding  :  for  abftradlng  from  all 
the  danger  of  this  enormous  increafe, 
thefe  murmUrings  (  like  a  mortiferous 
Herb )  are  poifonous  even  in  their  firft 
Spring  ,  before  they  arrive  to  their 
full  maturity.  To  be  alwaies  moraliz- 
ing the  Fable  of  Trametheus  upon  one's, 
felf  ,  playing  the  Vultur  upon  one's 
own  entrails,  is  no  defirable  tning ,  tho 
we  were  accountable  to  none  but  our 
felves  for  it :  to  dip  our  tongues  in  gall, 
to  have  nothing  in  our  mouth  but  the 
extrad ,  and  exhalation  of  our  inward 
bitternefs  ,  is  fure  ho  great  Senfuality., 
So  that  did  we  confult  only  our  own 
eafe  ,  we  might  from  that  fingle  Topic 
draw  arguments  enough  againft  our  mu- 
tinies. 

8/BuK 


i8i    The  Government  of  the  Tongue. 

8.  B  u  T  bcfides  bur  duty  and  eafe ,  our 
credit  and  reputation  make  their  plea  al- 
fo.    Fortitude  is  one  of  the  nobleft  of  mo- 
ral vermes ,  and  has  the  luck  to  appear 
confiderable  even  to  thofe  who  defpife 
all  the  reft.  Now  one  of  the  moft  proper 
and  en^inent  a(^s  of  that  is,  the  bearing 
adverfe  events  with  ah  evennefs  of  tem- 
per. This  paffive  valour  is  as  much  the 
mark  of  a  great  mind  as  the  aAive ,  nay 
perhaps  more ',  the  later  being  often  ow- 
ing to  the  Animal ,  this  to  the  Rational 
part  of  man.  And  fare  we  muft  ftrangely 
have  corrupted  the  principles  pf  Mara- 
Bty  as  well  as  ReHgum ,  it  every  turbu- 
lent Uttrully  Spirit,  that  fills  the  world 
with  blood  and  rapine ,  ihall  have  his 
ferity  called  gallantry;  yet  that  fober 
courage ,  that  maintains  it  felf  againft  all 
►the  fmcks  of  Fortune,  that  keeps  its 
Poft  in  fpight  of  the  rudeft  encounters , 
ihall  not  w  allowed  at  leaft^s  good  a 
name.    KnA  then  on  the  contrary  we 
may  conclude,    that  to  (ink  under  e- 
very  crols  accident,  to  be  ftill  whining 
aqa  cg^nplaining ,  crying  out  upon  every 
touch ,  is  a  note  of  a  mean  degenerous 
fon! ,  1>dpw  the  dignity  of  our  reafonable 
natuiip.    Foi:  certainly  God  never  ^ave 

us 
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US  reafoh  for  fo  unkind  a  purpoic ,  as 
only  to  quicken  and  inhance  the  refent- 
ment  of  our  fufFcrings ,  but  rather  to  con- 
trole  thofe  diforders ,  which  the  more 
tumultuous  part  of  us ,  our  fenfes ,  are 
apt  to  raife  in  us:  and  we  are  fo  far  mea 
and  no  farther ,  as  we  ufe  it  to  that 
end-  Therefore  if  the  di<^ates  of  re- 
iigion  cannot  reflrain  our  murmurs,  if 
we  are  not  Chriftians  enough  to  fubmit 
to  the  divine  precepts  of  meeknefs  an4 
acquiefcence :  yet  let  us  at  lead:  keep 
witliin  thofe  bounds  which  ingenious 
nature  has  fet  us ,  and  not  by  our  un^ 
manly  impatiencies  enter  common  with 
Brutes  and  Animals. 

9.  N  A  Y  I  may  farther  add ,  if  nei- 
ther for  Gods  nor  our  own  fakes ,  yet 
for  others ,  for  humane  focieties  fake ,  this 
querulous  inclination  fhould  be  fuppreft  ; 
there  «being  nothing  that  renders  a  maa 
more  unplefant,  more  uneafy  compa- 
ny- For  (  befides  tliat  'tis  veiy  apt  to 
vent  it  felf  upon  thofe  with  whom  he 
converfes ,  rendring  him  capricious  and 
exceptious;  and 'tis  a  harih,  a  grating 
found  to  hear  a  man  alwaies  in  the 
complaining  Key ) ,  no  man  would  wil- 
lingly dwell  within  the  noife  of  ihreeks 

and 
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and  groans;  and  the  exclamations  of 
the  difcontented  differ  from  thofe  only 
by  being  more  articulate.  It  is  a  very  un- 
welcome importunity,  to  entertain  a 
mans  company  with  remonftrances  of 
his  own  infelicities  and  mifadventures , 
and  he  that  will  relate  all  his  grievances 
to  others,  will  quickly  make  himfelf  one 
to  them.  Vox  tho  he  that  is  full  of  the 
inward  fenfe  of  them ,  thinks  it  rather 
an  cafe  then  bppreflion  to  fpeak  them 
out ,  yet  the  cafe  is  far  otherwife  with 
his  Auditors :  they  are  perhaps  as  much 
taken  up  with  thenuelves ;  as  he  is ,  and  is 
little  at  leifure  to  confider  his  concerns,  as 
he  theirs.  Alas  we  are  not  now  in  thofe 
primitive?  daies ,  when  there  was  as  it 
were  one  cpmmon  fenfe  among  Chri- 
ftiahs,  when  if  one  member  Jujff^er  J  y  all 
the  men^rs  fuffefd  with  it,  i  Cor  ix. 
x6.  .That  Charity  which  gave  that  fym- 
pathetic  motion  to  the  whole ,  is  now 
it  fclf  benum^d ,  flows  rarely  beyond 
the  narrow  compafs  of  our  perfonal  in- 
tercft ;  and  therefore  we  cannot  expeft 
that  men  fhould  be  very  patient  of  our 
complaints  who  are  not  concerned  in  the 
caufcs  of  them.  The  Priefls  anfwer  to 
Judas  do's  fpeak  the  fenfe  of  moft  men 
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ift  the  cafe  Whit  is  that  to  us?  See  thou 
to  that.  Mat.  27*  4.  I  do  not  deny  but 
that  the  difcharging  ones  griefs  into  the 
bofome  of  a  true  triend  ♦ .  is  both  inao« 
cent  and  prudent :  nay  indeed  he  that 
has  fuch  a  trefure;  is  unkind  to  himfelf 
if  he  ufe  it  not.  But  that  which  I  would 
diffwade ,  is  the  promifcuous  ufe  of  this 
liberty  in  common  Converfation ,  the 
fatisfying  oUr  Spleen ,  when  we  cai^not 
eafe  our  hearts  by  it «  the  loud  decla^ 
ipirtffs  at  our  mifery ,  which  is  fejdom  fe- 
ver d  fitom  as  fevere  refledions  onthofc 
Who^m  we  fuppofe  the  caufes  of  it ;  by 
which  nothing  can  be  acquired  but  the 
Qpinion  of  our  Impatience ,  or  perhaps 
fome  new  grievance  from  fome ,  who 
think  themlekes  concern'd  to  vindicate 
thofe  whiofa  ,we  afperfe.  In  a  word  *ti$ 
a$  indecent  as  it  is  unacceptable »  and  wc 
may  obferve  all  men  are  willing  to  (link 
but  of  fuch  company,  the  fober  for 
^he  hazards ,  and  Jovial  for  the  unple- 
fantnefs.  So  that  the  murmurer  feems  ta 
fee  turn  d  off  to  the  company  of  thofc 
dolefulCreatures  which  theProphet  men- 
tions, ^hich\i/ttttoinhahitetheniinesof 
Bab^n ,  1 3  •  xi .  For  he  is  ill  Converfatiba 
XO  all  vatsx ,  tho  the  wor  ft  of  all  16  himfelf. 
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10.  A^i>  now  upon  the  force  of  all 
diefe  confideratioiis ,  I  may  reafonably 
imprefs  the  Wife  mans  Counfil ,  Therefore 
beware  of  murmuring ,  Wifd.  i,  1 1,  And  in^ 
(Iced  it  is  not  the  precept  of  th?  Wife- 
man  alone,  but  of  all  wno  have  mad^ 
any.  juft  pretence  to  that  title.  For 
whenweconfiderthofe  excellent  le<^ures 
of  contentation  and  acquiefcence ,  where- 
with the  writings  of  Phiiofophers  abound, 
'tis  hard  to  fay  whether  they  fpeaK  more 
of  inftruiftion  or  reproch  to  us.  When , 
their  confufed  notions  of  a  Deity  had  gi- 
ven them  fuch  imprcilions  of  his  WiA 
(iom  and  goodnefs  ,  that  they  would 
fiot  preten4  to  make  any  eleAions  foi? 
themfelves:  liow  do's  it  ihame  our  more 
expUcite  knowledg  ,  who  dare  not  de^ 
pend  on  him  in  the  imalleft  inftance? 
who  wiU  not  take  his  difpbf^lls  for  good  y 
unlefs  our  feirfea  become  bis  fureties? 
which  amounts  i>ut  to  that  degree  of 
credit ,  which  the  moft  falthleis  man 
may  expedl  from  us,  the  cruilins  him 
as  far  as  we  fee  him.  Tins  is  l^ch  ^ 
contumely  to  him,  as  thp  £thmc  worlil 
dutft  not  ofl^r  him  ,  and  is  the  peculiai^^ 
iitfolence  of  us  degenerated  (^hriftians  f 
who  furi;  cannot  be  thought  iti^arne^ 
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when  we  talk  of  iinging  Halkbtjahs  in 
the  next  World  to  him,  whilft  we  enter- 
tain him  here  only  with  the  fuUen  noifiS 
of  murmurs  and  repinings.  For  we  are 
not  to  think  that  Heaven  will  Meta^ 
morphofe  us  on  a  fudden ,  and  turn  ouif 
exclamations  and  wild  clamors  into  Lalids 
and  Mlgnifieats«  It  dO's  indeed  perfe<A 
and  crown  thofe  grades  which  Were  her4 
inchoate  and  begun ,  but  no  mans  corivef- 
fion  ev^r  fucceeded  his  beiiig  there :  for 
Chrift  has  expr^fly  told  lis  ,  That  ex- 
cept we  be  converted^  ns)e  fbaUnot  enter  in- 
to the  kingdom  of  heaven  :  if  we  CO  hencfi 
Jn  our  fro  ward  difcon  tents  ,  they  will 
afibciate  us  with  thofe ,  with  whdtti  is 
ff^(^^ping  and  bailing  and  gnashing  ef 
teeth. 
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Of  Pofitivenefs, 


I.  ANOTHER  very  unhandfom 
'  JLx circumftance  in  difcourfe  is  the 
Being  over  confident  and  peremtory ,  a 
thing  which  do's  very  much  unfit  men 
for  converfation ,  it  being  lookt  on  as 
the  common  birth-right  of  mankind ,  that 
every  man  is  to  opine  according  to  the 
didates  of  his  own  undcrftanding ,  not 
anothers.  Now  this  Peremtorinefe  is  of 
two  forts,  the  one  a  Magifterialnefs  in 
matters  of  opinion  and  fpeculation ,  the 
other  a  Pohtivencfs  in  relating  matters 
of  fa<fl  ?  in  the  one  we  impofe  upon  mens  j 
underftandings ,  in  the  other  on  their 
faith- 

^.  For  the  firft,  he  muft  be  much  a 
ftranger  iti  the  world  who  has  not  met 
with  it :  there  being  a  generation  of  men ,  * 
who  as  the  Prpphet  fpeaks ,  j4re  wife  in 
their  own  eies  ^  (ind  prudent  in  their  own 
fight :  Ifa.  J.  XI.  Nay  not  only  fo ,  but  who 

make 
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make  themfelves  the  ftandards  of  wifdom, 
to  which'  all  are  bound  to  conform »  and 
whoever  weighs  not  in  their  balance ,  be 
his  reafoiis  never  fo  weighty,  they 
write  T^i^/ upon  them.  Tnis  is  one  of 
the  moft  oppreflive  Monopolies  imagi- 
nable: all  others  can  concern  only  fom- 
thing  without  us ,  but  this  faftens  upon 
our  nature,  yea  and  the  better  part  of  it 
too ,  our  realon ;  and  if  it  meet  with  thofe 
who  have  any  conHderable  ihare  of  that 
Within  them;,  they  will  often  be  temted 
to  rally  it ,  and  not  too  tamely  refign 
this  native  liberty.  Reafon  fubmits  only 
to  Reafon,  and  he  that  affaults  it  with  bare 
Autority  ( that  which  is  Divine  alwaies 
iexccpted )  may  as  well  cut  flame  with 
his  fword ,  or  harden  wax  in  the  fun. 

3 .  'T  I  s  true  iridced  thefe  great  Di- 
ftators  do  fometimes  run  down  the  com- 
pany, and  carry  their  Hypothefis  with- 
out conteft :  but  of  this  there  may  bedi- 
vers  reafons  befides  the  weight  of  their 
arguments.  Someunfpeculative  men  may 
not  iiave  the  skil  to  examine  their  afler- 
tions,  and  therefore  an  aflent  is  their  fa- 
fcft  CQurfe;  others  may  be  lazy  and  not 
think  it  worth  their  pains ;  a  tliird  fort 
may  be  modeft  and  awed  by  a  feverc 
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brow  and  an  imperious  nod :  and  perhaps 
the  wifcr  may  providently  forefec  the  im- 
poflibility  ot  conviftdng  one  who  thinks 
himfelf  not  fubjeft  to  error.  Upon  thefc  or 
other  like  ^rounds  'tis  very  pofiible  all  may 
be  filenc^d  when  never  a  one  is  convincech 
fo  that  thefe  great  Mailers  may  often 
make  very  falle  eftimates  of  their  con-, 
quefts  ,  and  facrifice  to  their  own  nets  , 
Heb*  1. 16,  when  they  have  taken  no* 
tiling. 

4.  Nay  indeed  this  Infolent  way  of 
propofing  is  fo  far  from  propagating 
their  notions  »  that  it  gives  prejudice  a- 
gainft  them.  They  arc  the  gentle  infi- 
nuations  which  pierce  «  (  as  oil  is  thg 
moft  penetrating  of  all  liquors ;  )  but  in 
thefe  Magiilerial  documents  men  think 
themfelves  atrackt  ^  and  (land  upon 
their  guard  ,  and  reckon  they  muft  part 
with  Honor  together  with  their  Opinio 
on  ,  if  they  futter  themfelyes  to  be  He- 
ftor'd  out  of  it.  Befides  ,  this  impofing 
humor  is  fo  unamiable  ,  that  it  gives  an 
averfion  to  the  Petfon  ;  and  we  know 
how  forcible  perfonal  prejudices  are  ( tho 
*tis  true  they  ihould  not  be  )  towards 
the  biaffing  of  Opinions.  Nay  indeed 
meii  of  this  temper  do  cut  themfelves 

or 
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off  from  the  opportunities  of  Ptofelyting 
others ,  by  averting  them  from  their  com- 
pany. Freedom  is  the  endearing  thing 
in  Society,  and  where  that  is  controfd, 
men  are  not  very  fond  of  aflbciating 
themielvcs.  Tis  natural  to  "us  to  be  un- 
eaiy  in  the  prcfencc  of  thofe  who  af- 
fume  an  Autnority  over  us.  Children 
care  not  for  the  company  of  their  Pa- 
rents or  Tutors  .  and  men  will  care  lefs 
for  theirs,  who, would  make  them  Chil- 
dren by  ufurping  a  Tutor^e. 

J.  A  L  L  thefc  inconveniences  are  e- 
videntW  confequent  to  this  Dogmati- 
zing ,  mppofing  men  be  never  fo  much  in 
the  right ;  but  if  they  happen  to  be  in 
the  wrong ,  what  a  ridiculous  pageantry 
is  it ,  to  lee  fuch  a  Philofbphical  gravity 
let  to  man  out  a  Sotecifm  ?  A  conclu- 
ding Face  put  upon  no  concluding  Ar- 
gument .  is  the  moft  contemtible  fort 
of  fpUy  in  tht  world.  They  do  by  this 
ibund  a  trumpet  to  their  own  defeat: 
and  whereas  a  modeft  miftakc  might 
flip  by  undifcern'd ,  thefe  Rodomontade 
errors  force  .themfelves  upon  mens  ob- 
.  fervation ,  and  taikt  it  as  impoflible  for 
men  not  to  fee ,  as  it  is  not  to  defpife  them 
when  they  do.  For  indeed  Pride  is  as 
iU 
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ill  linkt  with  Error,  as  we  ufuallyfay it 
is  with  Beggery ,  and  in  this  as  wcU  as 
that ,  converts  pity  into  contemt. 

6.  A  N  D  then  it  would  be  confidered , 
what  fecurity  any  man  that  will  be  im* 
pofipg  has,  that  this  will  not  be  his 
cafe.  Human  nature  is  very  fallible ,  and 
as  it  is  poilible  a  man  may  err  in  a  great 
many  things ,  fo  *tis  certain  every  man 
do's  in  fomething  or  other.  Now  who 
knows  at  the  inftant  he  is  fo  pofitive, 
but  this  may  be  his  erring  turn  t  Alas 
how .  frequently  are  we  miflaken  even 
in  common  ordinary  things !  for  as  the 
Wifeman  fpeakes ,  'hardly  do  we  judg  a- 
right^  even  in  things  that  are  before  us^ 
Wifd.  0,  16.  our  very  ienfes  do  fome- 
times  delude  us.  How  then  may  we  wan- 
der in  things  of  abflrufe  {peculation  ?  Thq 
confideration  of  this  hath  with  fome 
fo  prevailed ,  that  it  has  produced  a  Seft 
of  Scepticifm :  and  tho  I  prefs  it  not  for 
that  purpofe ,  yet  fure  it  may  reafona^- 
bly  be  urged  to  introduce  fome  mode- 
fty  and  calmnefs  in  our  aflcrtions.  For 
when  we  have  no  other  certainty  of  our  ' 
being  in  the  right,  but  our  own  pcr- 
JTwauons  that  we  are  fo :  this  may  often 
be  but  making  one  error  the  gage  for 

an 
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another.  For  God  knov^s  confidence  \% 
fo  far  from  a  certain  mark  of  truth ,  that 
'tis  often  the  feducer  into  falihood ,  none 
beiAg  fo  apt  to  k)fc  their  way  as  thofe 
who  out  of  an  ungrounded  prefumtion 
of  knowing  it>  defpife  all  direftion  from 

others. 

7-  Let  all  this  be  weighed,  and  the 
refult  will  be ,  that  this  peremtorinefs  is 
a  thing  that  can  befit  no  form  of  under- 
flanding.  It  renders  Wife  men  difobliging 
and  troublefom,  and  fools  ridiculous 
and  eontemtible.  It  cafls  a  prejudice  up- 
on the  moft  folid  reafoning ,  and  it  ren- 
ders the  lighter  more  notorioufly  defpi- 
cable.  Tis  pity  good  jparts  fliould  be 
leven'd  by  it ,  made  a  mare  to  the  own- 
ers ,  and  ufelefs  to  others.  And  *tis  pity 
too  that  weak  parts  flioUld  by  it  be  con- 
demned to  be  alwaies  fo,  by  dcfpifingthofe 
Aids  which  ihould  improve  them.  Since 
therefore  'tis  fo  ill  calculated  for  every 
Meridian ,  would  God  all  Climes  might 
be  purged  from  it. 

'8.  A  N  D  as  there  are  weighty  obje- 
Aions  againft  ft  in  refoeft  of  its  effefts , 
fo  there  are  no  inconiiderable  prejudice 
in  relation  to  its  caufes ,  ofwhichwemay 
reckon  Pride  to  be    the  mod  certain 

Bb  and 


1 94    The  CFpYfirnqi^nF  of  the  Tongue, 

9Sid  UiiivprftJ  I  for  what  aver  ^Ife  pafually 
occurs;  toir,  t:hisi8thefun4»menta].con- 
ilinitive  principle ;  nothing  but  4  great 
overweening  of  a  mans  own  iind^rftand- 
ing  bei|ig  able  to  inftate  him  in  that  ima- 

S^inary  empire  over  other  mens.  For  here 
ure  we  may  ask  the  ApoiUes  queClion , 
JUijo  nkode  thee  to  differ  fnm  affotberl 
When  God  has  m^de  RatiopfkUty  %hf 
coQin^on  portion  of  mankind ,  how  oarn^ 
it  tp  be  thy  inclofure  ?  or  what  SignA* 
tare  has  he  fet  upon  thine »  what 
mark  of  excellence ,  th^r  thine  ihould  be 
parainpunt  ?  Poubtl^fs  if  thou  fancieft 
thoii  haft  that  part  of  3^^rai^/  blcffiflg ,  T9 
be  ij)r4  oftk^  brethren ,  an4  tf;at  4fltiy 
fibers  fins  should  bmf  down  to  tbee^ 
Geti.  ^7. 3.9.  thpu  haft  gpt  it  mope  furrepr 
titioufly  then  he  did ,  aq^  with  lefs  eWiA : 
for  thp  ][firac  could  nq%  retia^d:  his  misr 
rakep  benedidion ,  God  wiU  Q^ver  ra* 

rify  that  fantaftic ,  thou  h^ft  pronouns 

ed  to  thy  felf ,    with  bis  reall  ei)e<^iv« 
one. 

9.  But  there  happens  many  tiQies 
tp  be  another  ingredient  beiidc^  Pnd$  # 
and  ths^t  is  Ignorance :  for  thofe  qualities 
however  they  may  feeni  at  war ,  do  of* 
ten  very  clofely  combine.He  who  has  nar^ 

row 
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t6w  hotions,  that  knows  but  il  fev(^ 
thihes,  and  hds  Ho  giiifipfb  df  ;iny  be- 
yond hihi,  thinks  thete  are  hd  fuch: 
and  thetefore  as  if  he  had  ( like  A- 
lesi/mdir )  no  want  but  that  of  Worlds  tO 
coiiquer ,  he  thiAks  himfelf  the  ablblutd 
Monatch  of  all  knowledg.  Aiid  thi^  is  of 
all  Others  tll^  tnoH:  unhappy  compofiti- 
Oh :  fot  igfiofahce  b€ihg  of  its  felf  lik^ 
ftiffclay,  all  infertile  fbik ,  whferiftridfc 
tomes  to  fcorch  &iid  harden  it ,  itgrOw$ 
{5erile^Iy  iiii|$eneti-able :  ahd  Accordingly 
\Ve  fed  none  ixt  (o  incOfi^ihcible  ii  yOUt 
half-witted  people ;  whd  kftOW  jtfft  t- 
hough  to  ^jf cite  th^ir  pride ,  but  not  fo 
much  4s  to  cure  their  ignorance. 

io.  There  remain^  yet  i.  i^'kinct  of 
l^^remtOriMfs  which  I  ani  i6  fyt^  t6 , 
and  that  is  of  thofe  tvrho  can  make  1x6 
reldtidn  Without  ah  dtteftation  6f  its  c6r- 
taitity:  a  fort  Of  hdfeitabfe  people,  whd 
ehfettain  {ill  the  idl6  t^grant  reports , 
and  fend  them  out  witli.pafspotts  ^tfd 
teftimoftials ,  whOWhenttiey  ttavedncfe 
adopted  St  itory ,  will  hstve  itpafsfef  le- 
gitiffiiite  hdw  fpuriO'u$  fbevef  itorigind- 
ly  wjis.  thefe.foinewhait  rcfeififeld  tkofifc 
Hospitals  Miita^y  ^h(fr^aiibaiilardsirt 
M€  of  itttf&fiii ,  ^^  fiieh  a'  p'tovifi&ii 

Bb  X  as 
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as  may  enable  them  to  fubfift  in  the  world; 
and  were  it  not  for  fuch  men,  manyaFa- 
therlefs  lie  \vouId  be  ftifled  in  its  birth. 
It  is.  indeed  ftrange  to  fee ,  how  (uddenly 
loofe  rumors  knit  into  formal  ftories, 
?ind  from  thence  crow  to  certainties ;  but 
*tis  ftranger  to  Ice  that  n^en  can  be  of 
fuch  profligated  impudence ,  as  knowing- 
ly to  give  them  that  advance.  And  yet 
'pS  no  rarity  to  m^et  with  fuch  men  who 
will  pawn  their  honor ,  their  fouls ,.  for 
that  unworthy  purpofe:'  nay  and  that 
yoo  with  as  much  impertinence  a^"  bafe- 
ncfs,  when  np  intereft  of  their  own ,  or 
perhaps  ^ny  mqrns  elfe  is  to  be  ferved 
by  it. 

10.  This  is  fo  prodigious  a  thing, 
as  feems  to  excite  ones  Curiofity  to  ia- 
quire  the  caufe  of  fo  wonderful  an  efFed. 
And  here ,  as  in  other  unnatural  produ- 
ftions ,  there  are  feveral  concurrents.  If 
we  trace  it  from  its  original,  its  firftE- 
lement  feems  to  be  Idlenefs:  this  di- 
verting  a  man  from  ferious  ufeful  enter- 
tainments, forces  him  upon  (the  ufual 
refuge  of  vacant  Perfohs  ( the  inquiring 
after  News ;  wl?ich  when  he  has  got ,  the 
venting  of  it  is  his  next  bufmefs-  If  he 
|)e  of  a  creduloiis  Niture ,   and  believe 

it 
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it  himfelf ,  he  do's  the  more  innocently 
impofe  it  on  others :  yet  then  to  fecure 
himfelf  firom  the  imputation  of  Levity 
and  too  ealy  Faith ,  he  is  often  temted 
to  lend  fome  probable  circumftance.  Nay 
^  if  he  be  of  a  proud  humor ,  and  have  that 
miferable  vanity  of  loving  to  Ipeak  big^ 
and  to  be  thought  a  man  of  greater  cor- 
tefpondence  and  intelligence  then  his 
Neighbors,  he  will  not  bate  an  Ace  of 
abfolute  certainty ;  but  however  doubt- 
foul  or  improbable  the  thing  is ,  coming 
from  him  it  muit.go  for  an  indifputable 
truth;  This  feenjs  .t;o  be  the  deicent  of 
this  unhftppy  folly ,  which  yet  is  often 
nurft  up  by  a  mean  pr  imprudent  pdu- 
cation.  A  man  that  h^th  cpnyerftonly 
with  that  lower  fort  of  company  >  who 
durft  not  difpute  his  veracity,  thinksithe 
fame  falfe  Coin  willpafs  over  the  world , 
which  went  currant  among  his  Fathers 
i  Servants  or  Tenants :  and  therefore  we 
j^  may  obferve  that  this  is  moil  ufiiall  in 
young  mtti\  who  have  come  raw  into 
company  with  good  fortunes  a^d  ill 
breeding.  But  it  is  tpo;  true  alfo  that  too 
many  never  lofe  that. habit,  but  are  as 
morofely  pofitive  in  their  Age^  as  they 
weije  childiihly  fo  in  their  Youth.-   In- 

deed 
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d«e4  'tis  imboflible  they  diould  be  o- 
therWife,  tonlcfs  they  have  the  wit  to 
diletttingle  thetiifblves  fitft  firdrm  the  lord 
of  Flattery ,  ahd  aftet  frdirt  the  compa- 
ny of  FlattereW:  fot  (4S  I  have  bef6Jre 
dbfetv'd )  lid  vice  will  evet  \<rither  Un- 

der  their  ifaade.  I  thiflk  1  fliall  dd  th6 
Readet  no  ill  offite  to  let  in  a  little  light 
upon  them,  and  flieW  him  fome  of 
titofe  many  mifehie&  that  atteiid  thii 
unworthy  pra^te. 
li.  FiR^T ,  it engiges  a  tAHh  tt  Daths , 

and  fot  ought  he  knovt^si  tb  Petjuties. 

When  he  ha  lantht  out  boldly  into  an 

fnetedible  telation,  he  thinks  heha^pmt 

his  Ofedit  upon  the  fbtldrn  hope ,  tittd. 
muft  take  elre  to  telieve  it:  and  there 
is  Ho  fuccor  fy  coftftjttttly  teidy  act  li4ttd 
ti.  that  of  Oaths  ;Uid  impfedittibni ,  ind 
chetefore  whole  voUiis  6f  them  are  dif- 
thatg^d  upon  the  doubtful.  Thu$;  do 
W6  make  God  i  mtnth ,  and  ouif  $0tils 
parties  in  the  carife  of  eVeiV  tti^lng  ru- 
mor, a^  if  We  had  model'd  our  Oivini- 
ty  by  the  Seheme  of  that  JrfuiticalCa- 

Itijft,  who  legttimi[(t6s  the  Killing  of  a 
matt  fot  An  Apple. 
iB>  A  fiicoridmifdhiefji,  that  it  be- 

ttiic9  mitt   ttt  qtHttiU.    He  that  is 

perem- 
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per^mto^  «  his  own  Siocy ,  mn^.  WMt 
with  9nQ(|}^  (bat  i$  99  pvomtorf  in 
thG[  cQ{irrad|<^iQti  of  it,  4iid  then  tht 
tv«rQ  Sf.  T^tfv^  mu(^  bav«  %  ikitmiih 
in4«C(l.  He  tb^c  hs^  uttQfted  the  tntth 
of  a  istiU .  oc  thf  cer fais^y  of  a  dottbc- 

M  thing ,  ha$  b^oughf  hfmfelf  iMo  the 
f^me  ftrait  with  U^t^Umf  Afa ,  he  araft 
either  fall  4owa  fl^t ,  prmniTpott  a  fMWwl , 
Num.  IX.  3,7.  Fof  if  his  Heators  cb  buc 
.  cxpteis  g  4i^4pffae ,  either  hfl  mvft  fink 
to  a  down^^right  Coflffilfion  that  he  was 
a  Liar:  or  elfe  he  mull  huff  and  hlttfter 
till  pechap^  h«  r^ife  a  couneer-Honn  > 
and  as  he  iQol'd  himi«lf  oucof  htstnidt, 
fo  be  beaten  qui  q£  hU  pretence  to  it. 
Indeed  there  i$  f<;wee  any  quality  that 
do's  fo  temt  and  invite  aflfroau  as  this 
do's ;  fqr  he  that  ^an  deft:eiid  to  fuch  a 
tne^nnells,  may  teafoQably  enough  be 
prefumed  to  have  little  ( aa  of  troeworth , 
fo)  even  of  that  which  the  world  calls 
Qallantrv,  and  fo  every  puny  fword- 
man  will  think  Mva^  a  good  tame  Quar- 
ry to  entet  and  ileih  htmfelf  upon. 

x\.\^  the  third  place  it  expofeshim 
to  all  the  contemt  and  fceqrn  whidi  ei* 
ther  good  or  iU  fnoo  can  fling  imonhim : 
the  gQp4  tbominam  the  fui ,  me  ill  tri- 
umph 
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umph  over  the  folly  of  it.  *rhc  truth  is 
there  tfan  be  nothing  more  wretchedly 
mean.  To  be  Knight  of  the  Poft  to  every 
fabulous  relation ,  is  fuch  a  fordid  thing  ^ 
that  thete  can  fcarce  be  any  name  of  re- 
proch  too  vile  for  it.  And  certainly 
ne  that  can  pawn  his  faith  uponfuch  mi- 
ierable  terms,  will  by  thofe  frequent  mort- 
gages quickly  be  fnapt  upon  a  forfeiture ; 
or  however  will  have  his  credit  fo  im- 
par'd  by  it ,  that  no  man  will  think  his 
word  a  conipetcnt  gage  for  the  flighteft 
concern. 

15.  And  this  may  pafsfor  a  fourth 
confideration ,  That  this  Pofitivenefs  is 
fo  far  from  gaining  credit  to  his  pre-^ 
fent  affirmation ,  that  it  deftroies  it  for 
the  future:  for  he  that  fees  a  man  make 
no  difference  in  the  confidence  of  his  af* 
ferting  realities  and  fiftions ,  can  never 
take  his  mefures  by  any  thing  he  avers  ♦ 
but  ^  according  to  the  common  Proverb , 
will  be  in  danger  of  disbelieving  him  e- 
ven  when  he  fpeaks  truth.  And  of  this 
no  man  can  want  conviAion ,  who  will 
but'  confult  his  own  obfervation.  For 
what  ah  allay  do  we  find  it  to  the  credit 
of  the  ^noft  probable  event ,  that  it  is  re- 
ported by  one  who  ufes  to  ftretch  ?  Thus 

un- 
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«inhappily  dq  fudh  iiic^i  d^i^at  their  ow^ 
defigns:    fpl:  wluic  tfey  iiypr1loutiy> 
that  they  may  be  believed ,   that  v«tSi 
thing  makes,  rljiem  doubted,  thewb|ld 
being  not  now  to  learn' how  itequent]}^  * 
Confideaqe  is  made  a  ff^if  &)i$me{i|t  foif 
Truth.    Nor  let  any  ma|i.>vhp  ufes  t|^^^ 
flatter  himfelf  that  h^  4f^e-,<^fs  H^ 
^obs  meflenger)  eicape  tl]e^;{yiitnQn 
for  tho  perhaps  he  meet  w^tb^lbmfi!^^ 
in  civility  ^  or,  pity  wilV^ttj)!;  ^i^pUteip^^ 
prpbabij;ty  o£  his  naF^t^Q;?j^,;,br;,)yi$|j 
others  who  for  raillery »wift  xMt^^io.^^ 
.rag(p  the  hijmor  with,:  wijich  thcyr^ie^n 
<  in  iii«  al^fenc?  )  to  ^  divert  t^ral^Iy f  s^{ 
yet |ie  ip^^y  reft  ^flgrd  fee;i^^4if€€rn)i$y 
all,  and  derided  ficxr  it.  )      r --  ,  '    >.  oi 
1 6.  It.  theccfore  cQnce)rfi$ . men  ;\yl)9 
^^ither  regardit^eir  truth ,  or  jdieir  repuUr 
xion  ^  nor  to  indulge  to  tbi^  huimor., -wh^ 
is  tiie  moft.fiUyi.\vay;of/<)iipwi^isi^ 
i)oth.    For  he^ihat  wiU  lay  thofe  p, i^^^ 
upon  every  fly  ing  ftpry^iivsiy  a$rwell  wa^ 
his  eftate  which  way  the  wind.w^4w: 
'  next  morning ,  th  ere  bemg  nothing l^f$  tp 
be  coQfided  ixi  y  then  the^  bre^tkoj  fanpfO, 
or  the  whifpers  of  private  tale-bea£Crf. 
Wife  men  are  afraid  to;  report  improhi^- 
ble  truths :  what  a  foci-»ha|:4ineiS[ .  is  it 

C  c  then 
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dies  to  atteft  improl»ble  falfiries ,  as  it 
dftenis  tkekck.  of  thde  Poficive  men  to 

do? 

1:7.  C  E  R  T  A  I  N  L  T  there  IS  nothing 
'  "veiikh  they  deitgn  by  this ,  which  may 
net  be  obtaiii'd  more  efFe6iially  by  a 
modeft  and  uttconceraVl  relation.  He 
mit  bareiy  relates  what  he  has  heard , 
tnd  leaves  the  hearer  to  judg  of  the  pro* 
hi^kf^  do's  as  much  (I  am  fure  more 
iSHlfy  y  entertain  the  company ,  as 
i(e  that  throws  down  his  gauntlet  in  at- 
teftatton.  He  as  much  iatisfies  the  itch 
df  *  telfing^^  Mws ;  he  as  much  perfwades 
Use  hesiretS:  nay  very  much  more  (  for 
Ihfcfeaverearticilt  afleverations  fenre  but 
tQ  give  men  fufpicion  that  the  Speaker 
ti  confefious'df  his  own  falfenefs;  )  and  all 
dr^  while  he  has  his  retreat  fecure ,  and 
iBiftds not  refpotrfble  for  tlie  truths  of  his 
^letdttion.  Nay  indeed  tho  men  Ipeak 
brevet  fo  knbwii  and  certain  truths  ,  'tis 
^t^»ff  to  prefe  them  too  im- 

portijnatdy .  For  boldmefs ,  like  the  Bra- 
■iio6iiaxA  l^nditti ,  is  feldbm  emploied 
hut  uport  defperatc  fervicSes ,  and  is  fo 
ISii&mi  ^  Pander  for  lyifig ,  that  truth 
"fi^^Mr  defamed  by  its^  attendance. 
i-  iftTo  cofferade,  modteftyislb-antta^ 
'•    -  blc 
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ble,  fo  infinuating  a  thine ,  that  all  the 
rules  of  Oratory  cannot  help  men  to  a 
more  agreeable  ornament  of  difcourfe. 
And  if  uiey  will  trv  it  in  both  the  fore* 
^oing  inftances  \  they  will  undoubtedly 
ind  the  efTeds  of  it :  a  modeft  propofai 
will  fooneft  captivate  mens  reafons » and  a 
modeft  relation  their  belief4 


c  ^ 


0_H^ ■ .    .  ■»         ■■ 

ao4  The  Oovcirnment  of  the  Tongue. 


i: 


E   C  T.      Xlt 


'  Of  Obfiane-  Talk, 


i.npHERB  is  another  vice  of  the 
X  Tongue  which  I  cannot  but  men- 
tion ,  tho  I  knewnot  in  which  of  the  for- 
mer Clafles  to  place  it :  not  that  it  comes 
under  none ,  but  tliat  'tis  fo  common  to 
all ,  that  'tis  not  eafy  to  refolve  to  which 
peculiarly  to  affign  it ,  I  mean  obfcenc 
and  immodeft  talk ,  which  is  ofienfive 
to  the  purity  of  God ,  dammageable  and 
infeftious  to  the  innocence  of  our  Neigh- 
bors ,  and  moft  pernicious  to  our  felves : 
and  yet  is  now  grown  a  thing  fo  com- 
mon, that  one  would  think  we  were 
fallen  into  an  Age  of  Metamorphofis , 
and  that  the  Brutes  did ,  not  only  Poe- 
tically and  in  fiftion ,  but  really  fpeak. 
For  the  talk  of  many  is  fo  beilial ,  that 
it  feems  to  be  but  the  conceptions  of  the 
more  libidinous  Animals  clothed  in  hu- 
man Language. 

X.  A  N  D  yet  even  this  muft  pafs  for 
Ingenuity ,  and  this  vile  dcfcent  below 

Hu- 
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Humanity ,  muft  be  counted  among  the 
higheft  ftreins  of  Wit.  A  wretched  de- 
bafement  of  that  fprightful  Faculty ,  thus 
to  be  made  the  interpreter  to  a  Goat 
or  Boar:  for  doubtlels  had  thofe  Crea- 
tures but  the  organs  of  Speech ,  their 
Fancies  lie  enough  that  way  to  make 
them  as  good  company ,  as  thofe  who 
more  ftudioufly  apply  themfelves  to  this 
fort  of  entertainment. 

3 .  The  crime  is  comprehenfive  e- 
nough  to  afford  abundance  of  matter  for 
the  moft  Satyrical  2eal :  but  I  confider 
the  difiefting  of  putrid  Bodies  may  call 
fuch  peftilential  fumes ,  as  all  the  benefits 
of  the  fcrutiny  will  not  recompence.  I 
ihall  therefore  in  refpeft  to  the  Reader 
difmifs  this  noifame  Subjeft ,  and  thereby 
give  an  example  with  what  abhorrence 
he  fhould  alwaieS  rejeft  fuch  kind  of  dif- 
courfe ,  remcmbring  the  advice  of  St- 
Taul,  That  all  uncleannefs  should  not  be 
once  named  among  thofe  who  would  walk 
as  becomeih  Saints^  Eph.  5'.  3. 


The 
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The  Clofe. 

I,  THave  now  touched  upon  thofe  e- 
X  normities  of  Speech  which  I  prin- 
cipally defigu  d  to  obferve  ,  wherein 
I  nave  bin  far  from  making  a  full  and  ex* 
aA  Catalogue  ;  therefore  I  would  have 
no  man  take  this  little  Traft  for  a  juft 
Criterion,  by  which  to  try  liimfehFin 
reference  to  his  words-  Yet  God  grant 
that  all  that  read  it,  may  be  able  to  ap- 
prove themfelves  even  by  this  imperfeft 
eilay  ;  and  he  that  do's  fo »  makes  fair 
approches  towards  being  that ferfe^  man 
Sl  Jowr^x  ijpeaks  of ,  chap.  3.  i.  Thcfc 
being  fuch  laults  of  the  Tongue  as  are 
the  harder  to  avoid,  becaufe  they  are  e- 
very  day  exemplified  to  us  in  common 
prai^ce ,  (  nay  lome  of  them  recommend- 
ed as  reputable  and  ingenious.)  And  it  is 
a  ftrange  iniinuative  power  which  exam- 
ple and  cuftom  have  upon  us.  We  fee 
It  in  every  trivial  fecularinftance,  in  our 
very  habit :  thofe  dre{Ies  which  we  laught 
at  in  our  forefathers  wardrobes  or  pi- 
ftures ,  when  by  the  circulation  of  time 
and  vanity  they  are  brought  about ,  we 
think  very  becoming.    'Tis  the  fame  in 

our 
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our  diet :  our  very  palates  coi^drm  to> 
the  faihion ,  and  6very  thiitff  grtows  a-» 
miabk  to  our  fancies ,  aecording  as  \\i 
more  of  lels  received  in  the  worm.  And 
upon  this  account  atl  ibbriety  and  ftri^ 
vertue  lies  now  under  a  heavy  pifejudiee, 
and  no  part  of  it  ittOrc ,  then  thii  of  the 
Tongue ,  which  cuftons  has  now  enfr an* 
chized  from  all  the  bonds  Motalift^  0« 
Divines  had  laid  upon  it. 

•h.  Bat  the  greater  thtditfcttlti^s  ate, 
the  more  it  ought  toawake  our  diligence :. 
if  w6  lie  looftf  andcarell!%  i^  'ti$  odds  we 
fltaU  be  eatified  away  with  the  ftreatinr. 
We  had  need  therefore  ftx  our  jfelves ,  and 
by  a  fober  recbllc(ftion  of  the  eftds  fot 
which  our  speech  Wa^givmis*  and  the 
aceooMt  we  mufi  Oite  day  give  of  it  v  im^ 
preft  tt^^tk  our  felves  the  fraibnefs?  and 
the  danger  tA  f^femployjng  it.  Yet  -a 
ne^tive  innocence  will  rtoi  fttve  our 
totn$,  'twiU  but  put  tis  iitthe<iOftditio/i 
of  him ,  ^who  wrapt  nf  the  tdlent  hevods 
temrumAiAteemft^^  Mati5'.%5'.Nayirt- 

dee^  "cwitt  be  impolHble'  to  prefetve  cf- 
ven  that  if  we  :^ire  no  farHKi'.  Tie 
Tongue  is  a  bufiea^ve  Part,  wJllica^ee 
be  kept  from^  motion :  and  therefore  tf 
that  »flivirf  be  tiot  deeennin'd  lo  gjMd 

objeds 
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objeds,  'twill  be  praAicing  upon  bad- 
And  indeed  I  believe  a  great  part  of  its 
licentioiifnefs  is  owing  to  this  very  thing. 
There  are  fo  few  ^ood  themes  of  dif- 
courfe  in  ufe,  that  many  are  driven  to 
the  ill  for  want  of  better.  Learning  is 
thought  Pedantic ,  Agriculture  Peafant- 
like ,  and  Religion  the  moft  infufferable  of 
all :  fo  by  excluding  all  ufefvll  fubje^s  of 
converfe,  we  come  together  as  St.  Taul(  in 
anothercafe  )  faics ,  feoffor  the  better  but 
for  thewqrfe^  i.  Cor.ii.i/.  And  if  the 
Philofppher  thought  he  had  loft  that  day 
werein  he  had  not  learnit  fometjiing 
worthy  his  notice  ,  how  many  daies  do 
we  wprfe  ihen  lofe^  by,  having  them 
not  only  emty  of  fpl|4  ujTeful  acquifiti- 
ons ,  bui;  full  of  noxious  ^nd  pernicious 
pnes  ?  And  indetsd  if  they,  be  the  one , 
they  will  not  mils  to  b?  the  other  .alfo: 
for  the  mind  is  lik^  the  ftomac ,  whichif 
it  be  not^fuppUed  with  \^holefome  nu- 
riihment ,  will  at  laft  fuck  in  thofe  humors 
with  which -the  body  nioft  abounds.^  S<f 
that  if  in  our  converfe  we  do  not  interr 
5:hang& ^ber  uiefuU  notions,  weihallat 
the  beft  l^Mt  traffique  toies  and  baubles , 
and  nioft  .commonly  iafefflion  and  poi- 
Son»    He  therefore  that  would  keep  his 
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tongue  from  betraying  liimfelf  or  others 
to  nn,  muft  tunc  it  to  a  quite  contrary 
Key ,  make  it  an  inftrument ,  and  incen- 
tive to  vertue ,  by  which  he  Ihall  not 
only  fecure  the  negative  part  of  his  duty , 
but  comply  with  the  pofitive  aifo ,  in  em- 
ploying it  to  thofe  ufcs  iot  which  it  was 
given  him. 

3.  It  vvould  be  t€o  vaft'an  underta- 
king to  prefcribe  the  particular  fubjefts  of 
iiich  difcourfe ,  nay  indeed  impoflible ,  bc- 
caufe  many  of  them  are  occaiional ,  fuch 
as  cannot  aforehand  be  reduced  to  any 
certain  account.  This  only  in  the^general 
we  may  reft  upon ,  that  all  fpeech  tending 
to  the  Glory  of  God  or  the  good  of  man , 
is  aright  direfted.  Which  is  not  to  be  un- 
derfiood  fo  reftri  Aively ,  as  if  nothing  but 
Divinity  or  the  neceflary  concerns  of  hu- 
man life ,  may  lawfully  be  brought  into 
difcourfe:  fomething  is  to  be  indulged  to  ' 
common  civility ,  more  to.thc  intimaces 
and  endearments  of  friendihip ,  and  a 
competency  to  thofe  recreative  difcourfes 
which  maintain  the  cherefulnefs  of  focie- 
ty ;  all  which  are ,  if  moderatly  ufed , 
within  the  latitude  of  the  rule,  as  tend- 
ing (tho  in  a  lower  degree)  to  the  well- 
being  of. men,  and  by  confequenttothc 
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honor  of  God,  who  indulges  uisthofe  in- 
nocent refrefhments.  But  if  the  fubordi- 
nate  ufes  come  to  encroch  upon  the  high- 
er ,  if  we  dwell  here  and  look  no  farther  ^ 
they  then  become  very  finful  by  the  ex- 
cefs ,  which  were  not  fo  in  their  nature. 
That  inordinacy  fets  them  in  oppofition  to 
Gods  defignation ,  in  which  they  were  al- 
lowed only  a  fecondkry  place.  We  fhould 
therefore  be  careful!  to  improve  all  oppor- 
tunities of  letting  our  tongues  pay  their 
more  immediate  homage  to  God ,  in  the 
duties  of  praiers  and  praifes ,  making 
them  not  only  the  interpreters  of  our 
pious  affc Aions ,  but  the  promoters  of 
the  like  in  others.  And  indeed  he  can 
fcarce  be  thought  in  earned ,  who  praies » 
Hallowed  be  thy  name^  and  do's  not  as 
much  endeavor  it  with  men,as  he  foUicites 
it  from  God. 

4.  A  K  D  if  we  anfwer  our  obligations 
in  this  point,  we  Ihallinitdifchargethe 
higheft  part  of  our  duty  to  man  alfo:  for  in 
whofe  heart  foever  we  can  implant  a  true 
reverential  aw  of  God ,  we  fow  the  feed 
of  immortality ,  of  an  endlefs  happy  be- 
ing ,  the  greateft  the  moft  fuperlative  good 
whereothe  is  capable.  Befides  in  the  in- 
terim »  we  do  by  it  help  to  manumit  and 
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releafe  him  from  thofe  fervile  drudgeries 
^  to  vice ,  under  which  thofe  remain  who 
live  without  God  in  the  world.  And  rhefe 
indeed  arebeijefits  worthy  the  dignity  of 
human  nature  to  communicate.  And  it  is 
feoth  fad  and  ftrangc  to  fee  among  the 
multitude  and  variety  of  Leagues  that  are 
contracted  in  the  world ,  how  few  there 
are  of  thefe  pious  combinations  ihow  thofe 
who  fliew  themfelves  concerned  in  all  the 
petty  fecular  inter^fts  of  their  friends ,  ne- 
ver take  this  at  all  into  their  care ;  a  pre- 
gnant evidence  how  little  true  friendfhip 
there  is  among  men. 

f.  I  know  fome  think  they  fuificient- 
ly  exciife  themfelves  when  they  fliift  off 
this  office  to  Divines ,   whofe  peculiar 
feufinefs  they  fay  it  is.     But  this  is  as  if 
"  one  who  fees  a  poor  fainting  wretch , 
ihould  forbear  to  adminider  a  Cordial 
he  has  at  hand ,  for  fear  of  intrenching 
*  on  the  Pfayficians  Faculty. .  Many  (^7 
portunities  a  Friend  or  Companion  may- 
have  which  a  Divine  may  want.  He  ot- 
ten  fees  a  mani  in  the  very  fit,  and  fb 
may  more  aptly  apply :  for  where  there 
is  an  intimacy  or  Converle,    men  lay 
themfelves  open ,  difcover  thofe  patSdions , 
thofe  vices,  whichtheycarcfuUyveilwhcn 
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a  ftrange ,  or  feverer  eie  approches.  Be- 
fides ,  as  fuch  a  one  may  eafiet  difcern 
the  difeafe,  fo  he  has  better  advantages 
for  adminiftring  remedies :  fo  Children 
will  not  take  thofe  Medicines  from  the 
Doftors  hand ,  which  they  will  from  a 
Nurfe  or  Mother:  and  we  areufually 
too  Childifh  in  what  relates  t(j  oiir  Souls ; 
look  on  good  counfel '  from  an  Ecclefi- 
iftic  as  a  Divinity  Potion ,  and  fet  our 
llomacs  againll  it ;  but  a  Familiar  may 
infenlibly  infinuate  it  into  us ,  and  ere 
we  ate  aware  beguile  us  into  health.  Yet 
if  Lay  Perfons  will  needs  give  the  Cler- 
gy the  inclofure  of  this  tiSicc ,  they  ihould 
at  leaft  withdraw  thofe  impediments  they 
have  laid  in  their  way,  by  depofiting 
thofe  prejudices  which  will  certainly  fru- 
^rateiheir  endeavor.  Men  have  inthefe 
later  daies  bin  taught  to  look  on  Preach- 
ing as  a  thing  of  form  to  the  Hearers ,  and 
pir  profit  pnly  to  the  Speakers  ^  a  cr^aft 
whereby, z^  Demetrius  {^iicsXhejget  their 
Hying:  Afts  16.15-.  But  admit  it  were 
fo  in  this  lalt  refpeft ,  yet  it  do's  not  in- 
fer, it  fiiould  be  fo  in  the  former.  If  it 
••  -^ »'     .        •    .  .  . 

be  a  Trade ,  'twas  fure  thought  (  as  in  all 
Ages  but  this)  averyufefuloiie ,  or  elfe 
there  would  never  have  bin  fuch  incou- 
*^  ragenient 
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ragemcnt  given  to  it.  No  ftatc  cvcx  allot- 
ed  public  certain  Salaries  for  a  fet  of 
Men  that  were  thought  utterly  ufelefs : 
and  if  there  be  ufe  to  be  made  of  them , 
fliall  we  lofe  our'  advantages  merely  be- 
caufe  they  gain  theirs  ?  We  are  in  nothing 
elfe  fo  fenfelefs ,  ho  man  will  refufe  coun^ 
fel  from  a  Phy fician ,  becaufe  he  lives  by 
the  Profeffion.  Ti$  rather  art  argument 
on  his  fide,  that  becaufe  fuch  an  iptereft 
of  his  own  depends  on  it ,  he  has  bin  the 
more  induftrious  to  fithimfelfforir.  But 
not  to  run  farther  in  this  digreffion ,  I 
ihall  apply  it  to  my  purpofe ,  by  ma- 
king this  equitable  propofal ,  that  Lay 
men  will  not  fo  moralize  the  common 
Fable ,  as  neither  to  iadmonifh  one  another 
themfclves ,  nor  fuffer  Minifters  to  do  it 
without  them;  And  truly  'tis  hard  if  nei- 
ther of  thefe  can  be  granted  when  both 
ought.  I  am  fure  all  is  little  enough  that 
can  be  don,  tho  we  flioyldhave,  asthc 
Prophet  fpeaks,  Trecep  tiponprecept,Line 
upon  Line ,  herei  a  little  and  there  a  lit  fie  ^il 
a8.  13.  Mans  nature  is  fo'unattfentive 
to  good ,  that  thfeire  can  ffcarce^bfi  too  ma- 
ny monitors.  We  fee^y^Z/ar/^tlip  hehavb 
a  much  ftronger  party  in  our  inclina- 
tions, dares  no  t  rely  upon  it,  tiit  is  ft  ill 
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employing  his  emiflaries ,  to  confirm  and 
excite  them :  and  if  whilft  he  lias  fo  ma- 
ny  Agents  among  us ,   God  Ihall  have 
none,  we  are  like  to  give  but  an  ill  account 
of  our  zeal  either  to  God  or  our  neigh- 
bor ,  or  of  thofe  tongues  which  were  gi- 
ven us  to  glorify  the  one ,   and  benefit 
the  other.  Indeed  without  this ,  our  great- 
eft  officioufnefs  in  the  fecular  concerns  of 
others  is  no  kindnefs.  When  we  ftrivc  to 
advance  the  fame ,  to  increafe  the  fortune 
of  a  wicked  man,  what  do  we  in  it,  but 
enable  him  to  do  the  more  mifchiefs ,  by 
his  wealth  to  foment  his  own  luxuries,  and 
by  his  reputation  commend  them  to  the 
praftice  of  others  ?  He  only  makes  his 
friend  truly  rich  and  great,  who  teaches 
him  to  employ  thofe  advantages  aright ; 
and  would  men  turn  their  tongues  to  this 
Ibrt  of  Oratory ,  they  would  indeed  fhew 
they  underftood  for  what  ends  they  wer© 
given  them.  ' 

6.  But  as  all  good  receives  enhance* 
ment  from  its  being  more  diffufive ,  fo 
thefe  attemts  fhould  not  be  confined  to 
fome  one  or  two  intimates  or  relatives » 
but  be  asextenfive  as  the  common  needs* 
or  at  leaft  as  our  opportunities.  Tis  a  ge-^ 
nerous  jainbition  to  benefit  many ,  to  ob- 
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lige  communities :  which  can  no  wayfo 
well  be  don ,  as  by  endeavoring  tofubvert 
vicious  cuftoms ,  which  are  the pefts  and 
poifons  of  all  focietics.  The  heatnens  had 
many  ceremonies  of  luftrations  for  their 
cities  and  countries ,  but  he  that  could  pi^«. 
rify  and  refine  their  manners ,  would  in- 
deed attain  to  the  fubftance  of  thofe  flia^- 
ddws.  And  becaufe  the  Apoftlc  tells  us ,  that 
Evil  words  corrupt  good  manners  y  iCor.15'. 
33  /twoulq  be  a  fundamental  piece  of  refor- 
mation, to  introduce  a  better  fort  of  con- 
yerfe  into  the  world :  which  is  an  inflance 
fo  agreable  to  my  prefent  fubjeft , ,  that  I 
cannot  Clofe  more  oertinently ,  then  to 
commend  the  endeavor  to  the  Reader ; 
who  if  he  have  bin  by  this  Traft  at  all 
convinced  of  the  (in  and  mifchief  of  thofe 
Schemes  of  difcourfe  deciphered  in it,can« 
not  be  more  juft  to  his  conviftions,thenby 
attemting  to  fupplant  them. 

7.  It  were  indeed  a  defign  worthy 
of  a  noble  foul,  to  try  to  new  model 
the  Age  in  this  particular,  to  make  it 
poflible  for  men  to  be  at  once  conver- 
fable  artd  innocent.  I  know  'twill  be  ob- 
jefted,  'tis  too  vaft  a  projeft  for  one  or  ma- 
ny fingle  Perfons  to  undertake :  yet  diffi- 
culties ufe  to  animate  generous  ipirits » 
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cipecially  when  (  as  hcf  e  )  the  very  attemt 
is  laudable.  But  as  Chriji  faics,  of  Wif- 
dom ,  fo  may  we  of  Courage ,  The  Chil- 
dren of  this  world  are  more  daring  then 
the  Children  of  light.  The  great  cor- 
rupters of  dilcourfe  have  not  bin  fo  dif- 
truftful  of  themfelves :  for  *tis  vifible  to 
any  that  will  refleft ,  that  'tis  within  mans 
memory  fince  much  of  this  monftrous 
exorbitancy  of  difcourfe  grewin  faihion , 
particularly  the  Atheiflical  and  Blafphe- 
mous.  The  firft  propugners  of  it  were 
but  few ,  and  duifft  then  but  whifper  their 
black  rudiments :  yet  the  world  now  itts 
what  a  harveft  they  have  from  their  de- 
vilifli  induftry. 

8.  And  fliall  we  give  over  our  Clime 
as  forlorn  and  defperate ,  and  conclude 
that  nothing  which  is  riot  venemous  will 
thrive  in  our  Soil  ?  Would  fome  of  parts 
and  autority  but  iftajee  the  experiment ,  I 
cannot  think  that  all  places  ar6  yet  fo  vi- 
tiated ,  but  that  they  may  meet  with  ma- 
ny, who  would  relilh  fober  and  ingenu- 
ous difcourfe ,  and  by  their  example  be  a- 
nimated  to  propagate  it  to  others :  but  as 
long  as  Blafphemy ,  Ribaldry ,  and  De- 
traftion  fet  up  for  Wit ,  and  carry  it  with- 
out afty  competition,  we  do  implicitly 
.-.'^  yield 
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yidid  that  title  we  difpUce  not:   and  'tis 
hard  to  fay,  whether  their  triumphs  be 
more  owing  to 'the  boldnefs  of  ill  men, 
or  thejpufiUanimityof  thegopd.  Whjitif'^ 
upon  the  trial  they  ftiould  meet  with  the 
worfer  part  of  St.  ^aul^s  fate  at  Athens , 
'  Thatfome  isfill  mock ,  Afts  1 7. 3  i.  yet  per- 
haps they  may partakepf  thebctter alfo , 
and  find  Qthers  that  would  be  wilhng^e? 
hear  them  ogam,  and  fome  few  at  leaft  may 
ckave  unto  them.  And  fure  they  are  too 
tender  and  delicate ,  that  will  run  no;ha- 
zard ,  not  be  wiUing  to  bear  a  little  iharc 
in  that  profane  drollery,  with  which  as  A7 
poftle  was ,  and  their  G6d  is  daily  aflauitT 
ediefpecially  when  by  this  expofing  them- 
felves ,  thpy  may  hope  to  give  fome  check 
to  that  impious  hberty..  However  bcf  ^ 
fides  the  fatisfad:ion  of  their  own  confci- 
ences ,  they  may  alfo  gain  thi^  advantage 
by  the  attemt ,  that  itmay  bp  a  good  te^ 
by  which  to.  try  their  company.  .  For 
thofe  whom  they  find  impatient  bfinr 
nocent  and  profitable  converfe,   they 
may  aflure  themfelves  can  only  enfnare 
not  benefit  them ;  and  he  is  a  very  weak 
Gamefler,  that  will  be  drawn  to  play  up- 
on fuch  terms  as  make  it  highly  pro- 
bable for  him  to  lofc,  butimpofliblcfor 
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him  to  win.  Therefore  in  that  cafe  the 
advice  of  Solomon  is  very  j)roper ,  Go  from 
the  frefence  of  a' foolish  man ,  vjhen  thou 
fercelvejl  not  In  him  the  lifs  of  Knowkdg ; 
Prov.  14.  7. 

9,  But  he  that  will  undertake fo He- 
roic an  enterpri2e ,  muft  qualify  himfelf 
ifor  it ,  by  being  true  to  his  /owft  prcten- 
fions.  He  muft  leave  no  uneven  thred  in 
his  loom  j  or-  by  indulging  to  any  one 
fort  of  reprovable  difcourfe  himfelf ,  de- 
feat all  his  endeavors  againft  the  reft. 
Thofe  aery  Speculators  that  have  writ 
of  the  Philofophers  Stone ,  have  requi- 
red many  Perlonall  qualifications ,  ftri<^ 
abftinences  and  purities  in  thole  who 
make  the  experiment.  The  thing  may 
have  this  fbber  application ,  that  thofe 
who  would  turn  tliis  Iron  Age  into  Gold , 
that  would  convcijour  rufty  drpfTy  Con- 
vetfe  into  a  purer  ftrein ,  muft  be  per- 
'  fedtly  dean  themfelves.  For  alas  what 
effeo:  can  that  man  hope  from  his  moft 
iealousreprchenfions ,  who  laics  himfelf 
open  to  recrimination  ?  He  that  hears  a 
man  bitterly  inveigh  againft  blafphemy 
and  profanenefs ,  arid  (  yet  in  that  almoft  the 
fame  breath  )  hears  his  monitor  inveigh  as 
bitterly  againft  his  Neighbor ,  will  fcarce 
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think  him  a  good  guide  of  his  tongue » 
that  has  but  half  the  maftery  of  his  own. 
Let  every,  man  therefore  be  fure  to  begin 
at  th^  right  end  of  his  work ,  to  wafli 
his  own  n^outh  clean,  before  he  pre- 
fcribe  Gargarifms  to  others.  And  to  that 
purpofe  let  him  impartially  refleftonall 
the  undue  liberties  he  has  given  his 
tongue,  whether  thofe  which  have  bin 
here  remarked ,  or  thofe  others  which  he 
may  fwid  in  all  Praftical  books ,  efpeci- 
ally  in  ( the  moft  praiftical  of  all  books  ) 
his  own  Confcience.  And  when  he  has 
trac  d  his  talk  thro  all  its  wild  rambles,  let 
him  bring  home  his  ftray ;  not  like  the  loft 
Iheep  with  joy ,  but  with  tears  x)f  peni- 
tence and  contrition ,  and  keep  a  flri(% 
watch  over  it  that  break  not  loofe  again ; 
nay  farther  require  it  to  make  fome  refti^ 
tution  for  the  trefpafs  it  has  committed 
in  its  former  excurfions :  to  reftore  to 
God  what  it  has  rob'dof  his  Hoaor ,  by 
devoting  it  felf  an  inftrument  of  his  fer- 
vice ;  to  his  Neighbor  what  it  has  de* 
traded  from  him ,  by  wiping  off  that  fol- 
iage it  has  caft  upon  his  Fame;  and  to 
himfelf  by  defacing  thofe  ill  Charafters 
of  vanity  and  folly  it  has  imprinted  on 
.  him.  Thus  may  the  Tongi^e  cure  its  awrt 
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fting ,  and  by  a  kind  of  Sympathetic  ver- 
tue ,  the  wound  may  be  healed  by  drefling 
the  weapon.  But  alas  when  we  have  don 
all,  the  Tongue  is  foflippery  that  it  will 
often  be  in  danger  to  deceive  pur  watch : 
nay  it  has  a  fecret  intelligence  with  the 
heart,which like  a  corrupted  Goaler  is  too 
apt  to  connive  at  its  efcape.  Let  us  there- 
fore flrengthen  our  guards,  call. in  him 
who  fees  all  the  fecret  praftices  of  our 
trecherous  hearts ,  and  commit  both  them 
at«l  our  tongues  to  his  cuftody.  Let  us  fay 
with  the  Pfalmift,  Try  ine,0  Lord.andfeek 
the  ground  of  my  heart ,  Pfa.xx9.  X3 .  And 
with  him  again ,  Set  a  watch ,  O  Lord \  be- 
fore my  mouth ,  and  keep  the  door  of  my  lips , 
O  let^  not  my  heart  be  inclined  to  any  evil 
thing ,  Pfa.  141 . 3 .  And  {{hands  thus  join  in 
hand^  Prov-i6.5'.  ifGods  grace  be  hum- 
bly invoked ,  and  our  own  endeavour  ho^ 
neftly  emploied ,  even  this  unruly  eviloi 
the  Tongue  (as  S.James  calls  it)  Chap; 
3.  8..  may  be  in  fome  degree  tamed.  If 
now  and  then  it  get  a  little  out  by  ftealth , 
yet  it  will  not  hke  the  Demoniac  be  fa 
raving ,  as  quite  to  break  jail  its  chains. ' 
If  we  cannot  alwaies  fccure  our  felves 
from  inadvertence  and  furprize ,  but 
that  a  forbidden  word  may  fomtimes  e- 
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fcape  us,  yet  wc  may  from  d^libcrate.will- 
full  offences  of  the  Tongue.  And  tho 
we  Ihoiild  all  afpire  higher ,  yet  i£we  can 
but  reach  this ,  we  ought  not  to  excgie. 
our  felves  (  upon  remaining  infirmities  ) 
from  the  Chriftian  generous  ilridcrta- 
king ,  I  was  recommending ,  the  reform- 
ing of  others.  Indeed  r  had  made  a  very 
impertinent  exhortatioh  to  that ,  if  this 
degree  of  fitnefs  may  not  be  admitted; 
for  I  fear  there  would  be  none  upon  earth 
could  attemt  it  upon  other  terms :  the 
world  mufl  fliU  remain  as  it  is ,  and  await 
only  the  Tongues  of  Angels  to  reduce  it. 
Nor  need  we  fear  that  cenfure  of  Hypo- 
crify  which  we  find.  Mat.  7.  ^r.  for  the 
cafe  is  very  differing.  Tis  indeed  as 
ridiculous  as  infolent  an  attemt,  for 
one  that  has  a  Beam  in  his  own  eie , 
to- pretend  to  caft  a  Mote  out  of  his  bro- 
thers :  but  it  holds  not  on  the  contra- 
ry ,  that  he  that  has  a  Mote  in  his  own , 
mould  not  endeavor  to  remove  the 
Beam  va  his  Brothers.  Every  fpeck  do's 
not  blind  a  man ,  nor  do*s  every  infir- 
mity make  one  unable  to  difcern ,  or  in- 
competent to  reprove  the  groffer  faults 
of  others. 
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io.  Yet  after  all  let  us  as  much  as  is 
poflible  clear  our  eies  even  of  this  mote , 
and  make  our  Copy  as  worth  tranfcri- 
bing  as  we  can:  for  certainly  the  beft  in- 
ibument  of  reformation  is  example :  and 
tho  admonition  may  fometimes  be  ne- 
celTary ,  yet  there  are  many  circumllan- 
ces  required  to  the  right  ordering  of  that , 
fo  that  it  cannot  alwaies  be  pradicable , 
but  a  good  example  ever  is.  Befides  it  has 
a  fecret  magnetic  vertue :  like  the  Load- 
llone  it  attiaAs  by  a  power  of  which  we 
can  give  na  account :  fo  that  it/eems  to 
be  one  of  thofe  occult  qualities ,  thofe 
fecrets  in  nature ,  which  have  puzled  the 
enquirers ,  only  experience  demonftrates 
it  to  us.  I  am  fure  it  do's  ( too  abundant- 
ly )  in  ill  examples ,  and  I  doubt  not , 
might  do  the  like  in  good , ,  if  they  were  as 
plentifully  experimented.  And  that  they 
may  be  fo,  let  every  man  be  ambitious 
to  caft  in  his  mite :  for  tho  two  make 
but  a  farthing ,  yet  they  may  be  multipli- 
ed to.  tlie  vafteft  fum.  However  if  a  man 
cannot  reform  others ,  yet  I  am  fure  *twill 
be  worth  his  while ,  fo  to  jfave  himfelffrotn 
this  untoward  generation  ^  Aft.  l-  40.  I 
bave  now  prefented  the  Tongue^  under  a 

double 


The  (^lofe,  xxj 

double  afpeft ,  fuch  as  may  juftify  the  an- 
cient Definition  of  it ,  that  it  is  the  word; 

r 

and  heft  part  of  man ,  the  heft  in  its  ori- 
ginal and  defign ,  and  the  worft  in  its  cor'- 
ruption  and  degeneration.  In  David  the 
man  after  Godshear^t  it  was  his  glory ,Pfal. 
57.8.  The  beft  member  thathenadi  Pfal. 
108,  I.  But  in. the  wicked  It  cuts  like  a 
sharp  Razor ,  Pfal.  X5'.  x.  T/j  as  the  venem 
of  Afps  140.  3.  The  Tongues  from  hea- 
ven were  Cloven  Aft.  x.  x.  to  be  the  more 
diffiifive  of  good :  but  thofe  that  zxt fired 
from  hell  are  forked ,  Jam.  3 .  6.  to  be  the 
more  impreffive  of  mifchief :  it  muft  be 
referred  to  every  mans  choice ,  into  which 
of  the  forms  he  will  mold  his.  Solomon 
tells  us  Death  and  Life  are  in  the  power^  of 
the  Tongue ,  and  that  not  only  direftly  in 
regard  of  the  good  or  ill  we  may  do  to 
others,  but reflexively affo ,  inrefpeftof 
what  may  rebound  to  our  felves.  ®Let  Mo^ 
fes  then  make  the  inference  from  Solo*- 
mons  premifes ,  Therefore  chufe  life ,  Deut. 
30.  ijT-  a  propofal  fo  reafonable,  fo  a- 
grea^le  to  nature ,  that  no  floriflies  can 
render  it  more  inviting.  I  fhall  therefore 
leave  it  to  the  Readers  contemplation , 
and  fliall  hope  that  if  he  pleafe  but  to 

revolve 
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revolve  it  with  that  Terioufnefs  which 
the  indport^nce  exafts ,  he  will  new  fet 
his  tongue ,  compofe  it  to  thofe  pious 
Divine  itreins ,  wliich  may  be  a  proper 
preludium  to  thofe  AllelUjahs  he  hopes 
eternally  %q  fing. 
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■  JO 

^U  the  Treatife  of  the  Government  of 
the  Tongue  fi^hlijht  by  me  heretofore , 
I  badocci^on  to  take  notice  among  the 
ex&rhiionces  of  that  unruly  fart  ^  which 
fcts  era  fire  the  whole  courie  of  mturp, 
and  its  {elf  is  fet  on  fire  from  hell ,  fam^ 
3.  d.  of^e  imfiom  'vanitj  fr emailing  in 
this  Age  i  whereby  men  flay  mtb  /acred 
things  J  and  exercifi  their  wit  ufon  tboje 
Serif  tmes  by  which  they  /ball  be  judg'd 
at  the  kft  day ,  fob.  i  2. 48. 

But  that  holy  Book,  not  <>^h  fijf^^*"i 
hy  the  fetulancy  of  the  Tongue ,  bttt  the 
malice  of  the  bearf,  out  of  the  abundance 
whereof  the  mouth  ipeaks ,  Aiat.  ii.  34. 
and  alfofrom  that  irreligim ,  frefo/fe/Jiony 
and  fitfinepy  whi^h  the  furfitit  of  fin-. 
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JUd  fUjures  certain^  ^roducef  ;  the  mif- 
chief  is  too  tttuch  diffuid ,  and  deeply  root- 
.  edf  to  be  controutd  bj  a  few  cajUal  reflex 
Bions,  I  have  therefore  thought  it  necef- 
fary ,  both  in  regard  of  the  dignity  and  itff 
fortance  of  the  fitbj^B ,  /n  alfo  ihefreva^ 
lence  of  the  offojition ,  to  attemi  a  profijl 
and  f  articular  'vindicdtiort  vf.tbe.  hsh 
Scriptures  y  hj  dijplaying  their  nAtiue  «c- 
cellence  and  beauty  j  and  enforcing  the, 
'Veneration  and  obedience  that  is'tobepaid 
ftnto  them.  :•.  '       -       v 

-  .  ^ 

This  I  dejignd  to  do  in  my. ujual me- 
thod, by  an  addreJS  to  the  offeBiom  of  the 
Reader  ;  foliciting  the  feyerat -pajpons  af 
lone ,  hope,  fear ,  pjame  andjbrrowywhich 
either  the  majeHy.  of  God  in  hisfublime 
ifeingy  his  goodnefi  der^d  to  m^  ^rour. 
ingratitude  return  d  to  him ,  could aBuate 
in  perfom  not, utterly  oidm'ate,\  V  ';  . 
But  whereas  men;aiihen  they  haittJi^a^fH 

to 
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td  MHmifs ,  qittcikfy  dilute  and  diBate  ;  1 
Jmnd^y  fiif'tom^rnd  to  f^fs  fomtimes 
^iiih  tbi'vet^e  i^totrtriyverfyy  'md  to  dip 
^oUrp»^6n  the  frimtflesofreajon^and  de^ 
diiBkffk'frofn  ^^eUitHbny^  whkh in  the  mijfi 
imottdnt  iranfdBkm  oftjftman  life  4r» 
jfffilf  tdkjen  fot  MdeHce.  "■  In  ^hich  whole 
ferfoihii4nCe  t  hd've  fiudidd  to  dvold  thie 
Ma^gleWnks'^f  Sophtfiryt  i  anU  the  amU^ 
f^OnofUmntdU^ble  cjuotdtions  ;  oftd 
keft^if^  felf  <^it^mthe  r-edch  ft/  te  ittu 
learned  ChHfiii^^RMei/' ^-^  to^vhofe  ufifs^ 
myla^fs  bd^vi  Uii^^'ier  dediddiid, 

at  I fe^i^e'y  lis  thdtirieft  would 
hfingijs  mu$h-readinefs  to  entertain  tbfi 
h6tfSc¥ifiiir^ym  they  do  toHhefeading 
prefittiiu^ftthi^rs  J- 1 -am  djbatiid  tofa%  M 
ihiyWioik^m'entii^es  office  and  fcUj^ 
ndyl  W'the'Uheip  dnd  itt'^e&mis  that  art 
It^'eWd^dgdin^-thi' Serif  t0i^'s: 
» '  if  1  (fbtdiH  #«^>  ■  I  mit  m4ki  nodottU 
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that  Ifiallgain  a  farther  foint ;  that  ^qm 
the  teritfal  of  my  im^erfeB  conceptions  y 
the  Reader  mil  froceed^^  t<l  the  .fit^  (;f 
theScriPtmef.themfehes\  th^e  faft ji«4 
fce  how  gracious  th^.^xwd  \s^ff,^.% 
andoitheuingel  conii^tfMSait^.^}ohnt 

itjgv.  lo.  pr  6at.theBqokj,  wher^JkeymU 

txprmenidly  find  tkf\.^drdf  pfD^vid 
rumfied^  PC,  ;$>.  7*  T^fi  ta^Jof  j^q 
Ijprd  js -#«  yRdelilcd  J^^Wvr  CQri^i?rt;iHg 
thci  ibut ;  ^?  teftimptiy/.of  the  I«jpi?ft,  i* 
(Ltfe  ,  andvgiye^h  >wifik>^j3p  the  ficRpk, 
Tlie  St4U«l^.5.  pI"  the  h^x^,  ftie  rigjit *,  and 
l^joice  thch^arti  di^  Gonqamandinientof 

t.he  Juqrd/Jsi  pre  ,.;  ^i^ivetH  feht  to- 
^  leies.  ',^4|efeartof ^9  Lo^ji?  cleaft 
iud  ^arete/M.  e\erv  the.K<%P^^ 

gold,  yea,  tbmtnvi^yfe  ffe?  g^t  ^eJRDftc#k 

igthiRnii©j;y^i>4  dit  l^Qp^ipiwwb*  ia«^re- 
'  over 
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'oi^r  by  ihefii  is  tUf  (errant  'taught>  9Qd 
irntep(iDg:bF  them  there  is  gre^it;  ripward. 

having  receivd  the  Zcowjrom  God  ^  i*»^ 
•mnve^ft  mth  him  in  Momi  Sina  /ortj^ 
dates  together  ,  /& »  /i*<:tf  fhone ,  i/wrf  i&<«^ 
i«  hrightnefs  Jixt  upon  it  that  daaj^ed 
the  beholders ;  a  fledg  and  Jfhort  tjfaj 
not  only  of  the  af^earameatMountHz-' 
bor,  Mat.  17.  i.  <»fhere.  at  the  Trans^ 
figuration  he  again  wa$  fien  in  glory: 
.  hut  of  that  greater  yand  yet  future  change 
^hen  he  Jhall  fee  indeed  his  God  face 
to  face,  and  Jhare  his  glory  unto  all  e-^ 
ternity.  Ue  fame  divine  Goodnefs  gives 
ftill  his  La'uf  to  every  oneofui.  Letui 
receive  it  with  due  regard  and  venera^ 
tion;  converfi  with  him  therein:,  inflead 
of  forty  dates,  during  our  whole  lives  j 
andfb  anticipate  and,  certainly  affureour 
inter efi. in  that  great  Transfiguration ^ 

b  whefi 
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wh»  all  the  faithfd  fhdl  fit  tif  their 
mortal  fle/h,  be  tranflated  from  glory 
to  glory ,  et^rnidly  heboid  their  Gad ,  fee 
him  OS  he  is  t .  and  fi  enjoy  him. 

Converfdtioif  hmeiJ^ery  whfredn  ^mir 
tatlng  fower ,  ^^  are  generally  fach  as  ar^ 
the  nten'and.Bvok^y  and  bttjinefs  that  'ive 
4eal  mtb ;  hut  Jhrely  nQfofnilidritj  has  Jo 
great  an  influence  on  Life  and  Manpersy 
as  when  men  hear  God  Jp^akjng .  to  them  in 
his  IVord.  That  JVord  which  the  jiifoBki 
Heb.  4»  II.   declares  to  be  qii^k  and 

powerful,  f harper  then  any  tvo-edg'4 
(word ;  piercing  even  to  the  dividing  a- 
lunder  of  foul  and  fpirit ,  arid  of  the 
joints  and  marrow ,  and  is  a  difcecner  of 
the  thoughts  and  intents  of  the  heart. 

The  time  will  ame  when  dl  our  Books 
however  recommended ,  for  Jubtilty  ofdifi 
CQurfi,  exa&mfs  of  method ,  variety  of 
matter  jorjijmefice  of  Language jwhen  all. 
'   '  •  ■        ''''"'        •  our 
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A&L.  19.  jp.  fhall  be  broi^t  (onli » «ri4 
burnt  befom all  men  :  .Whsn  thfgriaf 
Bool^dfmturty  andh&vftn  it.f^lf  fh^U 
depart  as  a  fcroulroll'd.tsogetlier,  Revi, 
6,  14;  jit,whkh  mfwtAntfidfin  't^l 
be  more  to  furfpfe^  to  hm)e  findiedi^ell^ 
ihatis^tranfirib-dinfraBicethis(im'BoQk^ 
then  to  have  run  thro  dlhefides. ,  for  then 
the  dead  fmall  and  great  fhall  ftand  be^ 
fcre  God ,  and  the  Books  fhall  be  6pfen-d , 
and  another  Book  fhall  be  open'd  which 
is  the  Book  of  Life,  and  the  dead  fhall 
be  judg'd  out  of  thole  things  whi^h 
were  written  in  the  Books ,  according  to 
their  works,  ii^^,  10.  I z. 
•  In  vain  fhall  men  allege  the  pant  of  dye 
tdnviBion  ,  that  they  did  not  know  how 
fenal  it  would  bey  to  difiegard  the  San^ 
Bions  of  Gods  Law,  which  they  would  have 
had  enfoarffd  by  i'mmediat  miracle  ^  the 

affarp- 


^^^^^^ki^  •  >f  i  (Hfi^ '  fern  from  the  other 
9^ffttd  y '  »h6  b^ght  teftf^i  of  the  plade 
of  tormftiit. "  ^his  es^eBation  the  Scru 
ftme  ^hdfga  4rvery  ^ertrnthtiie-gmlt 
l^temtingGifdiyattd  indeed  it  really  iiu 
*vohei  this  it^bUnt  frofofaly  that  the  -^i- 
mighty  jhdtildhe  ohUgd  to  breal^  his  own 
Lam ,  that  mm  might  he  frenjail'd  with 
to  keep  his  ^  ^ittjhouldh^think^fit'to  com* 
fly  herein,  the  cmdefiention  wottldheat 
fkccefslefs  m  the  e^ent,  as  ^tis  unreaptnaUe 
inihe  offer,  Om- Savior  ajptres ,  that  they 
who  hear  not  A4ofis  and  the  Prophets, 
the  inHritBions\and  commands  laid  ^owtt 
in  holy  Scrifture ,  would  hot  he  wrought 
upon  by  any  other  method  ^  -would  not  be 
perfVaded ,  hy  that  which  they  allow  for 
irrefiftible  coniiBion ,  tho  one  rofe  again 
from  the  dead ,  Luke  16.11, 
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Ot  the  Chriftians  Bhrth-riglit  and  Du^! 
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O  D  ,  as  be  is  itrrifible:  to  Iniman 
eie^  ^  fo  is  he  uhfathoiiiable  byihur 
liifltp  !^nd£rilaiidin^»';>  -the  6ei$- 
fe^ioii»of  his  nature >  .and  ^finiF 
pocenfcy^of  ours^  Xetcineju^iat  to6 
great  a  diftatice  tp:  faava  aiq^  dear 
|>ercet)tion  of  him./  Nay  ^  fi)  iat  are  Wet  froift 
a  ,fi^li\  comprehcn^oiii^  /dbat .  liii&'can  jdiiSberU 
nothing  at  all  of  him ,  but  by  Jri&  Own  lighf  $ 
i:Kdfef£fct>irencs'li$  hat^  bin  pkas'd  tb  n^e 
'^ hilliicl£v. •  -      •  'jrii  i'f:  '  •••*:'T1/7  f-oi;.:   ,     ,' 

4cft^lis^&y:iniu4^'iJi  daas  i«ra^ii^:whe]i 
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God  interwove  into  mans  very  conftitutioii 
and  being  the  noti6n^  and  apprehenfions  of 
a  Deity.:  ^d  at  th^  fame  inUant  wbeQ  he 
fi^reach'd  into^'him '  a'  living  foul ,  fmjAeft  on 
it  that  native  religion ,  whi^  taught  him  to 
know  arid  tcverehcfe  his  Creator,  which  we 

i^y  caU  th^  inftin^x^l^mf^itQ^i..  ^<jwefc 
thofe  principles  dark  and  cfwaf^s/d ,,  but  clear 
and  evident,  proportionable  to  the  ends  they 
wferq  df  r^'4  W  ,^  whi^  ij^^erc  not  Mkf]  to 
contemplate  the  natiire ,  but  to  do  me  will 
jjf.GQdi.pradicc  being, even  in  thcflate  of 
innocence  preferrable  before  an  unaftiv.e  fpe- 
culation.  ,1  .•/  '^  : 
.   3uT  t(his  light  bof 

Lgh^if\.^^oftei4ty  i^  glii 

merings ,  which  were  utterly  infufficient  to 
l^loidEe^beraldlfii  AAicH  Gad^'  withobt  U^Bj^ds^ 
4md  TfeiibiBhl  iiiartiffiftrf  tjiem. 

^oleattM  Qo^'CtmclbrKf^ta  repair  this^rU^, 
^mdtMr  Cnquent  inreldtiom  tJTabmit^^^^ 
iKMdcl£iX^iiAo6FatxiBi(^  in  the^jBtft  ^^^  ^^ 
lihd'i\^^«l&)r£xftmwardsi^  Pfiopiupts  ,  and  o- 
thm  hHoipiBcail;  ctiUiir/lafb'h^  nevekd  kitOj- 
'iei£yk  tmxddkuAAi>\i(hpht\  tks  pu^iofl^tfiu 

t^l\:i^  <Sii^4^  die  ibfBl  flffcaticbiiiip^clifldifi^ 
Revelation  wherein  all  tlie  formeiiI*>«w^  ifr 
«6tv'4s;rm)Joci3^1&<3i>tfa^f^fited}'  tliV  w^le 
sD3rfte];;i«tfi6pdl«Ntfs  beiagptofiipi^'dia^iik 
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of  Gods  being  manifefted  in  thefiejh,  attd  the 
confequeAts  thereof/  i  Tim.  j:\&.  whereby 
our.Sivior  as  lie  eCeded  our  recoAciliatioit 
with  God  by  the  facrifice  of  his  death ;  fo  li* 
declsur'd  both  that,  and  all  things  dlfe  that 
it  coiicern'd  man  to  know  in  <>rder  to  blifs, 
in  his  dodtin  and  holy  life.  And  this  T^/ar*^ 
being  not  ovXy  fent  fr&m  God,  Jo.  3.  but  be- 
ing himfelf  God  ^blefled  for  ever;  it  cannot 
be  that  his  inftru<ftidns  can  want  arty  Yupple- 
ment.  Yet  that  they  might  nof  wint  attc- 
ftatidrt  neidier  to  the  incredulous  world  j 
he  confi>riw'd  them  by  the  tfepeted  iniracles 
of  his  life,  and  \ty  the  teftimony  of  thofe 
who  faw  the  more,  irttefragabk  conviftion  of 
his  Refurrcftion  and  Afccnfion.     Aiid  that 
tl^y  alfo  might  not  want  credit  and  en- 
forcement, the  holy  Spirit  fet  to  his  fcal,  and 
by  his  miraculous  delcent  upon  the  Apoftles  , 
both  aflerted  their  commiffion  ,  and  enabled 
them  for  the  difcharge  of  it ,  by  all  gifts  ne*- 
ceflary  for  the    propagating  tli6  Faith  of 
Chrift  over  the  whole  World.      "" 

5*.  These  were  the  waies  by  willed  GoJ 
was  pleafed  to  reveic  himfelf  to  to  tftfe-Fore^ 
fathers  of  our  Faith;  and  that  -iiij*^  ^idy  for 
then:  fakes ,  but  oui?s  alfo ,  t6  Whli^  they  Wer6 
to  derive  thofe  di virie^  di^lats  ^(6j  had  re*- 
ceiv'd.  Saint  Stephen  tells  us ,  ^ofetmder  th6 
Law  recekfdthelive^QrackstoAf^ij^ 
.«o  tljeir  pofterfty,  JBi'f.i^.  Ariddntfciii^ 

A  z  det 
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dcrdheGofpcl,  who  received  yet  more  lively 
Or^icjes,  from  him  who. was  both  the  Word 
;md  the  Life,  did  it  fprthe  like  purpbfe;  to 
tranfmit  it  to  us  upon  whidm  the  ends  of  the 
world  are  cpme.  Qy  this  all  need  of  repeted 
|K.eveUtiQns  is  fuperfeded  ,  the  faithful  deri-: 
ving  of  thp'  fprmer ,  being  fufficjent  to  us  for 
all  things  that  ffrpii»  to  lif^  and  godlinefs^ 
xPet.  I.  3. 

.  6,  A  N  p  for  this ,  God  (  whofe  care  is  equal 
for  fdl  fucceifions  of  men )  hath  gracioufly 
provided ,  by  caufing  Holy  Scriptures  to  be 
writ;  by  which  he  hath  derived  on  every  fuc-r 
ceeding  Age  the  illuminations  of  lEhe  for^ 
mer.  And  for  that  purpofe  endowed  the 
Writers  not  only  with  that  .moral  fidelity 
requifite  to  the  tru^h  of  Hiftory ,  hut  with  a 
divine  Spirit ,  proportionable  to  the  great  de- 
fign  of  fixing  an  immutable  rule  tor  Faith 
gnd  Manners.  And  to  give  us  the  fuller  ie-: 
curity  herein ,  he  has  chofen  no  other  pen- 
men of  the  New  Teftament ,  then  thofe  who 
were  the  firft  oral  Promulgers  of  our  ChriT 
Iti^n  Religion  J  ib  diat  they  have  left  to  us 
the  yeijy  larn^  doftrin  they  taught  the  Pri- 
fnitive  £ltirij(}:i2iiis ;  4nd  he  that  adfinowledges 
lijcm  diyiiftelyl  infpir'd  in  what  they  preach  d^ 
i^^nilot:  dout]^  them  to  be  fo  in  what  they 
^it.  S^  thit  we  alj  apay  injoy  virtually  and 
-(?&(Jtivelyji{^  wilh  devout  Father, 
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that  hears  any  of  his  Epiftlps  read ,  is  as  really 
fpokc  to  by  Saint  !P<?ir/,  a$  thofp  who  were 
within  the  found  of  his  voice..  TbM  Qod  who 
in  times ^aftjpake  atjkndry  times,  (ludin  diver fe 
mann&s  to  our  Fathers- by  theTrc^betf,  and  in 
the  latex  dates  by  his  fin,  jHeb.  i,  i,x.  contir 
nues  ftill  to  fpeak  to  us  by  thefe  infpir'd  Wrirr 
-  ters ;  and  what  Chrift  once  faid  to  his  Difcir 
|)les  in  relation  to  their  preaching ,  is  no  lefs 
true  of  their  writings :  He  that  de^ifethyou,  de- 
Jpifith me,  Luk..  io.  i6.  All  the  pontemt  that 
is  at  any  time  flung  on  thefefacred  Writings, 
rebounds  higher ,  and  finally  devolves  on  the 
firft  Authpr  pf  thofe  dpftrins ,  whereof  thefc 
are  the  Regiftres  and  Tranfcripts. 

7.  But  this  is  a  guilt  which  one  would 
think  peculiar  to  Infidels  an4  Pagans,  and  not 
incident  to  any  who  had  in  their  Baptifnji 
lifted  thepifelves  undpr  Chrifts  banner :  yet  I 
fear  I  may  fay,  of  the  two  parties,  the  Scri- 
pture has  met  with  the  worft  treatment  from 
the  later.  For  if  we  mefure  by  the  friequency 
and  variety  of  injuries.  I  fear  Chriftians  will 
appear  to  have  out-vied  Heathens  :  Th^fc 
bluntly  disbelieve  them ,  neglcft,  nay  perhaps 
fitornfuUy  deride  them,  Alas  ,  Chrjiftians  do 
this  and  more ;  they  not  only  piit  cgntenits , 
but  tricks  upon  tlie  Scripture ,  wteft  and  diftort 
it  to  juftify  all  their  wild  pliancies ,  or  fecular 
deftgnsi  \.  and  fubof  n  its  Patronage  to  thofe 
things  itiorbids ,  aod  t^Us  us  that  God  abhors* 

8.  In- 
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8.  iKPSfii^  io  many  are  the  ab^s  we  o^f 
it.  that  he  thatconfiders  them  Vaulcb fiwirce 
think  we  own'd  ft  for  the  words  ©f  a  fettfiblc 
mait,  much  lefs  of  the  great  omnifdeiit  God 
And  I  believe  'twere  hard  to  alfign  any  one 
fo  comprehenfive  and  efficacious  caufe  of  the 
univerial  depravation  of  manners ,  as  the  dif- 
valuing  of  tnis  divine  Book  ,  which  was  de- 
fign'd  to  regulate  them.  It  were  therefore  a 
work  wortliv  another  infpired  writing ,  to  at- 
temt  the  refcue  of  this ,  -and  recover  it  to  its 
juft  eftimate.  Yet  alas  ,  could  we  hope  for 
that ,  we  have  fcoffcrs  who  would  as  well  dc- 
fpife  the  New  as  the  Old ;  and  like  the  Huf- 
bandmen  in  the  Gofpel,  Mat.  xi.  3^.  woui4 
anfwer  fuch  a  lucceflion  of  meffages  by  re- 
peting  the  fame  injuries.  '  ■    '    '^ 

9.  To  ifuch  ias  thefe  'tis  I  confefs  vain  for 
man  to  addrefs ;  nay  'twere  infolence  to  ex- 
peft  that  human  Oratory  fliould  fu<icced 
where  the  divine  fails  ;  yet  the  fpreading  in- 
feftiotf  of  theft  renders  it  necefTary  to  aami- 
nifter  antidotes  to  others.  And  befi^es ,  tho 
(  God  be  bleft  )  all  are  not  of  this  form ,  yet 
there  are  many  who  ,  tho  not  arriv'd  to  this 
contempt,  yet  want  fom  degrees  of  that  juft 
reverence  they  owe  the  facred  Scriptures ,  who 
give  a  confus'd  general  aflent  to  them  as  the 
word  of  God,  but  iflbrd  them  not  a  coiifide- 
ration  and  refpeft  anfwerabie  to  fuch  an  ac- 
knowledgment. To  fuch  as- thefe ,  I  Ihall  hope 

xt 
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it  may  aiot  be.istQeriy  vain  to  rattemt  tfac  ex^ 
ckiiig  4^  thofe  drDW%^.  Aotioaisv^at  lie  un^ 
active  in  them « 'b}rpre£iintiag  0(1  them  ibm, 
coniidiN^ations  -■  coae^niiiig  :  diii  <^3cceUefice 
aii^iiifebf  the  Scnptiiie&  whtcK'4>eiiig  all  but 
hecelTacjr  caiifei|iiciw«)of  thati^ 
^viivspipok^x^  fs)^ix,:imxi.  that tbeyrne Godfe 
ivcird'v  'i  caiinot'iiiidbdi^  (jpaeAi  xkm  BSSktLtto 
the  ^ctiiatiYc  ^Tt  L  i  wifli  Lbcmld  aspiotsa^ 
blymiiitemyfefftift^  J^c  ;>    ,     :  r 

lo.  Indeed  were  there  nochttig  .el6^  to  foe 
faid  in  behalf  o£  holy  Writ ,  but  that  it  is  Gods 
word  ,  tliat  were  enough  to  command  the 
moft  awful  regard  to  it.  And  therefore  it  is 
but  juft  we  make  diat  the  firft  and  principal 
conftderation  in  our  prefent  difcourfe.  But 
then  'tis  impoflible  that  that  can  want  bthets; 
to  attend  it ;  fince  whatfoever  God  faies  ,  is 
in  all  refpefts  completely  good*  I  fliall  there- 
fore  to  that  oiits  divmc  original  ^afecona- 
ly  the  confideration  of  its  fubjcft  Matter ; 
thirdly ,  of  its  excellent  and  no^lefs  diffiifive 
end  and  defign;  and  fourthly^  of  its  exacft 
propriety  and  fitnefs  to  that  defign ,  wiiich  ate 
all  iuch  Qualifications ,  that  where  tliey  con- 
cur ,  notning  more  can  be  required  to  com- 
^^2i  4  writing  to  the  efleem  of  rational 
men.  And  upon  all  thefe  tefts ,  notwithflan- 
ding  the  cavil  of  the  Romanifts  and  others » 
whofe  force  we  fliall  examin  with  the  unhap- 
py ifiue  oi  contrary  counfcls>  this  law  of  God 

will 
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will  be  found  to  atifwer  the  Pfalmiffs  chara^ 
Sxx  of  it,  ^/ip.?.  TheL<m>rfGodisferfeei: 
and  'twill  appear  that  the  cuftody  and  uie 
thereof,  is  n^  Birth-right  and  Duty  of  cVery 
Chriitian.  All  which  ieverals  being  faithful 
I  ij  deduced;  it  will  only  remain  that  1  add 

iuch  cautions  as  will  be  neteiiary  to  the.  due 
performance  of  the  afordaid  duty ;  and  our 
l>eii^  in  fbm  dcfgree  rdnder-d  perjteft,  as  this 
Law  of  God ,  and  the  Alidior  thereof  himfelf 
i8perfirA»ilfiir.5.48.     i 
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^^e  dii}ifte  Origittdl,  Eme4rmep^Sj.ah4 
I  Authority  of  the  HqIj  Serif  tfti-Ri:- 

MEns  judgments ^are  (o  apttobctiart, 
by  their  affeftion  ,  that  we  o^eaiuid' 
them  reddi'er  to  cbilfider  who.  fpeajji's,  then 
what  is  fpbkeli:  a  temper  very  unfafe  j  !attd, 
the  principle  'of*  grea:fc  injiiftice  in  .our.  infer 
rior  tranfadiions  with  iticn  ;•  yet  here  ^i?re, . 
are  very' few  of  us  chat  can  wholly '^veftoiirr 
felves  of  it ,  whereas ,  when  we  deal  with  ^6d 
( in  whom  alone  an  implicit  faith  '  may  Ic- 
curely  be  repofed )  we  are'  nice  "and  Vyary  I 
bring  oiir  fcales  and  mcfures ,  will  take  no-  . 
thing  upon  his  Word  wliich  holds  iiot  weight 
in  6ur  own  balance.  Tis  true  ,  he  n^eds^ot 
our  partiality  to  ht  Jujiijied  in  his  /ayfms< , '  Pfal. 
^•i.^.  Hit  words  are  pure ,  even  as  the J^er  tried ^ 
Jhven  times  in  the  fire ,  P(al.ix.(h.  able .  t<yia(s' 
the  ftrifteft  tell  that  right  reafon'ftrii^  fo 
called)  can  put  them  to.  Yet  it  fliews  a  preac„ 
pervericnefs  in  piir  nature,  that  we  \vno  lo  , 
eafily  refign  our  undcrftaiidings  to  fallible 
men,  ftand  thus  upon  our  guard  aeainfl  God  i. 
make  him  diipute  for  every  inch  lie  gains  ori 
U8|  nor  wiU  aflVtd  him  what  wc  daily  grant ' 
^>  B  tQ 
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to  any  credible  man ,  to  receive  an  affirma- 
tion upon  truft  of  his  veracity. 

X,  I  am  far  from  contradioing  our  Saviors 
Precept ,  of  Search  the  Scriptures ,  Jo.  7.  or 
Szmt^auh yoip-ainngaU things ,  i Thefj.xi. 
we  cahn6t  be  too  inmiftrious  in  our  inqueft 
after  truth  i-  provided  we  ftill  rcferve  to  God 
the  decifive  vote ,  and  humbly  acquiefce  in 
his  fenfe  ^  how  diftjtnt  foever  trom  our  own ; 
fo  that  \vhen  we  confult  Scripture  (  I  may  , 
add  reafon  either )  'tis  not  to  refolveuswhc- ; . 
ther  Cod  be  to  be  believed  or  no  in  what  he 
>  has  faid  ,  but  whet;her  he  hath  laid  fuch  and ; ; 
fuch  things :  /for  if  we  are  convinced  he  have ; ' , 
'  reafon  as  well  as  Religion  commands  our  af^ 

fcnt.   '  

3.  Whatever  therefore  God  lias  faid,  we 
are  to  pay  it  a  reverence  merely  upon  the 
account , of  its  Author ;  over  and  above  what , 
the  excelkiicc  of  the  matter  exafts :  and  to 
this  we.  have;  all  inducements  as  well  as  obli- 
gation :  there  being  no  motives  to  render 
the  words  of  men  eltimable  to  us ,  which  arc  . 
not  eminently  and  tranfcendently  appUable 

toaiofe^brdbd.         •         ^^ 

4.  ^Ttt6Si  motives  we  may  reduce  to  four : 
firft;,^  the  Autprity  ai  the  !$peaker ;  fecondly » 
his  wndi^efs ;  thirdly,  his  Wifdom,;  and  fourth- 
ly ,  hisTnith.  Firft ,  for  that  of  Autority  \  that 
may  be  cijther  iiJCtivc  ,  or  acquired ;  the  na- 
ciYc  i's  ^htt  «f  a  patent ,  which  is  inch  a  charm 
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.  of  obferyaiace ,.  tha^  \ve  |€c  Sa/o^on ,;  when  her 

'would  iqiprefs  his  cpunfels,  aflupes  ttie^per- 

Xon  h^  ^\ Faid\er ;  Itear  Q.  mjf  children,  tke  in-  ^ 

rfif%$i(ftis\of  a  Father^,  ProiV. 4.  i.  4tidrgi?flC- 

raliy  thrc?  that  whole  Bpok  he  u-festh^^z/com- 

peliatioii  pf  ipj  Son  ^j^s  the  grcateil  e^idear* 

mcnt   ^oV^Wage.at^e^tion  and  rcv«:ett(3e. 
Nay  Co  ind^ipcnfi^^^^  obligation  of 

thildren  i^  tiiis  reKpcA ,  tjiat  we  fee  the  con- 
tumacioii|s\  chUd  thac  wpuld  not;  hearK^n  to 
[  the  advic?  ,of  his  Parents ,  .was  by  Godi^mfelf 
.,  adjudged  to  death ,  ^wt.  x; .  xo* 
,     5 .  TMi o  TEC  ^l^ave  only  Gpds ,  hut ; mens  Laws 
exaifted  t^^^  filial  rjtyerfnce  to  t^ie  4iAats  of 
,  Parent^ .  ,  But  pertainljr.  ^  1^0  Parent  cat>  pic- 
.  tend  fi^ch  a  title  tp  it  as  God  i  whptisjiQtonly 
.    the  imniedi^t  Fatliei:  01,  pur  perfoijs,  <  but  the 
original  Fatljer  of  our  very  natui^e;  noton- 
^   ly  of  Qiif  fleih^but  of  jouripirits  alfo,  JST^.  i  x^  9* 
So  th:^t;the  Apo flies. Antithefis  in  thatplaco 
,is  as  properly  applied  to  counfeU  a$  corre- 
(ftions  /  and  wc  may  as  Jfightly  infer^  that  if 
we  giveLtftverence  ,tQ  the  advices  of  oij?  earth- 
.  ly  Parents  V;  fmcA  MoriiOught  we  Jif^jeSi  cutt 
jehes  to  phis  Father  of  our  j^iri/^viAM WC 
have  the  yery  fame  reafbn  whef €;\j7ith  to  en- 
force, it :,  for  >^^  Fathers  of  (tur  jlk^   4o  ^ 
often  'dilate.  >  as  ct^eJ^  accpr4ing  rfo  their 
^own  fleJUr^es\^!^  ^  not- 

according  %o  tne  ^xad  mefures^ci'i^hicand 
wrong ,  but  isifter  that  humor  which  moll  prc- 

'  B  X  domi- 


1 1        'The  Chrifiians  Birth-right^  ^. 


II I  «■  ip  II 


.  dominates- in  themfelves.i.  BmrGod  :?dwaies 
dire  As  his  admohitiotis  to  q^r6rc^fit;tbatwe 
fftay  6e  fa^takers  of  his  hglinefs. ;  Ifith^  i  xf  i;i . 

*  So  that  we  are  as  unkind  to  our  felve^ ,  is  irre- 
-:ve«nt  towards  him ,  whenever  we  1^  aqyof 
'  his  words  fall  to  the  ground ;  'Mibic  clafoi  to 
'  this' *rart- df  our  revetence  is  m^i^K  itibreirre- 
'j&agable;tliett  that  of  oui;  jiaturj|f  Parents. 

•  '6;;  Btt^T  befideS  this  hatiy^eAutor'i^:  there 

-  is  alfoa'tt' acquired-;  -and  thitjxi^e  may  diftinr 

•  gUiflJ  ihto  two  iort^  \  the  dne  ofHoniihton, 
'-  ■dke»i6tk§r^rrept(tat:fdfi.  t^  th.fefirjft  kind  be- 
longs that  of  Princes  j  M^giitrates ,  Mafters'/Gr 

? any  thiac'-liiive  cbeircivc-power  dvCr  'Vls.  And 
'*^ur4Wtt  tfifeteft  teacfi«  us  not^jfe  flight  the 

-  w<>rdS  of  'any  of  tliefe = •  *  who  cM  fo  "rtisuzh  io 
■  hxxOmRmi^^ the^'withdeed^i;  'N'bW God 


•  Siili^^^' '  i!^^^  Pfahiifl:s;V  -  fpi^>imfe|f 

-iitbey4iJ^ef>atttyiVot^}  Gen. if i  *]fbi,tbat 
*i  Aniknt'^;diiies ,  -  ijefoir^  iirhom  dife  BoolCs  were 
-^pfeh'^d  ;«Z>tf«.  7. 10.-  Hie  I^oturLoirtfM'l'^lft^r 
'  by  rigkV  .both  of  Creation  and  Redenitlioii ; 
-jHi^  iAi&'€hiift  bwns  ei^h  in  his  ftaVe  of  ina- 


,1^1  ^     

i^ftight?tj$:tkt^pbrite  Mk\  m  call  me  Wfief , 
-ii  i  Jlont  fbiiT/7  i-  uii/d  3Lrh    .  ' c;  zad  , .!;.    ^ 

-u.'iol)  ~  fl 


(t^4lM-di  andyef(i^'weU,f&rfiJ_am>  Jp.i^. 

,  fjforare  rhcfe  emty  nam^s.butpffe^iveiyat- 
teodccl  with  all  the  power  t|icy  ^notc.  Yet 
io  iti^pid  are  we  ,  that  whilji  we  awfully  re- 

..c^vp.the  dift'ates  of  pwr  eattjily  Superiors, 

'flfe,|(l^t  and  negleft  the  Grades  of  that  God 
who  is' King  pfJCincs,  and  llord  of  Lor4s. 
T\^hen  ?  Prince  fpeaks,  we  ar^  gpt  tocrjout 
with  Hcrods  flatterers ,  the -voice  of aGQ^,Mnd. 
mt.^a.mm,  h^..i%-  Yet  when  it  is  indeed 
thc,vpice  of  God ,  we^chufc  tot^iften  to  any 
tl-^ifigVife  tache^ :  then  it.^  But  let  us  fadly  re- 
'  mbnp)eir,  thatnocwifhilandjng  our  contemtS, 

-  thi^  word  Ihall ,(  as  our  Savior  tells  us  )  judg 

7.  A  fecon4.i'^t;,of  ac^uir'd  jy^tptity  is 

that  .6{  reputatfpp,!    When  ^a,  man  iis  fami^d 

.,  fpr,fom  extraordinary  excellei?^cies, .  wh^tljer 

Mpraf.pr  intellc^ual, ,.  men  cpnuf-with  ^ppe- 

ifite^^^ci^his  difcpuffes  ,  gi:eedij.yf\*cktheinin, 

^or  iieed  fuch,.a  one  befpe^  attqitibn;  lijs 

'.vfcry.natpe  has  dpn  it  forhim^  andprepoijeil 

him.  of  jiis  Audixprs^  regard.   Thu^  ^thc  B,a^- 

biesa^i^ppg  the  jews ,  the  Philofophers  ampijg 

■  ihe Greeks,  were  liflpned  to  a^'QracJes.,  aiid 

,  to  ^,ite  !themwas:CVy  their '^^lairing.Dilci- 

pies.)  thought  a  concluding  Argument,  Nj^, 

'  under  Chriflianity  ,  this  adir^icatioiXjOfnieos 

perfpns  has  bin  fo  inordinary  ^;:."that  i^t  ^has 

■.crumbled  Religion  away  in  Uttlf;-iinfignifi- 

'  caqt  patties ;  whilft  not qBy^^^f^^pUo .  or 

;    'f  "^'    ' ■    '  '    Ceph'as, 
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Ce^bM ,  but  names  infinitly  iiuerior ,  Kave  f>e- 
eomc  die  difh^ftive  charaftfrs  ofSf^s  ind 
fepiirate  Comitiunions.  ,So  eifilj  alas  ate  We  . 
cfaarm'd  by  ourprepofleflions,  andwithitch- 
ing  cats  run  in  queft  of  thofc  HbftrinS  wlrich 
die  lame  of  their  Authors  j  rather, thth 'the 
evidence  of  truth ,  commend  to  us.' 

8.  And  hath  God  don  nothing  to:  ^ec  him 
a  cepute  among  us  ?  has  he  no  excellencies 
to  deferve  our  eftccm  ?  is  ^lie  ;not  worthy  to 
prcfcribc  to  his  own  creatures  ?"Hwc'tniftk 
yes ,  why  is  he  the  only  perfdn  to,be  diftegard- 
cd?  or  why  do  we  io  unfeafonably  depart 
firom  our  own  humor ,  as.  rtot  ro  give  his  Word 
a  j-evercncc  proportioriablc:  t6  that  we  prt- 
fcend  for  him;  nay,  which  we  aftuaUypayto 
men  of  Ukcpaffions  with  bur  felves?  A  con-' 
temt  fo  ablurd  as  well  as  impious ,'  that  we 
have  not  the  example  of  any  the  mbdtarba- 
rpus  peopie  t»  countenance  us.  For  thoYom 
6i  them  nave  made  very  wild  miftakes  ill' the 
choice  of  their  Deities  ;  'yet  ihcy  hivt'tdl  a- 
greed  in  this  common  ptiiit^ple  ,  that'what- 
.  ever  thofe  peities  faid ,  waff  to  be  rec'ei'^^d  with 
all  poffible^  yeneration'.j^'yea,  filch  a  ^efe- 
zence  gave  they  to  all'  rignifications  of  the 
divine- will,  that  as  they  would  undertake  no 
great  entcrprize  -'  without  confulting  their 
■  Auguries ;  fo  upon  any  inaufpicious  figns  they 
^relinqut^t  their  attemts.  And  certainly  if 
wc  had  the  fame-reverence  for  thc'ti'ue  God 
which 
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which  they  had  for  the  falfe,  we  fhoutdas 
frequeiitly  confult  him.  We  may  do  it  with 
much  more  e^fe,  and  certainty  :  we  need  not 
truftto  the ^^^^  or. motion  o£  ^ 

Birds ;  we  need  not  go  to  ^elphos^  or  the  Ly-  ^ 
hiztiHfl^mm  fp^r-tne  refolving  our  doubts; 
but  wl»t  iWW^x  faid  to  IJr^el  is  very  applica-  , 

etqus^^  wf  ^p^4  is  mgh  theCy  Deut.  30. 14. 
That  Word  whidii  7)avMmzde  his  CounfeUmr  ♦ 
Pfal.ji5^^.  14..  his  Qi^^  ver.  jo.  his  Trf- 
^f  ^  y^.  7x.  hJs;*??!?^  ver.  99,  And  had  we 
thofe/a\YfiU\app^^  <>t  God  whidi  he 

haj^^  we  ihpuTd^  reverence  to  his 

Wprd^'  Did  we  \ye^.piDnder  how  many  tides 
of  Aiftority  he  has  pvcr  Us,  weihoulaiureily 
be  alh^'d  to  deny  ,that  relpeA  to  him  in 
whom;  tl^ey  all  conlpire  ;  whtch  we  dare  not '  ^ 
deny  !  to  them  fe{>arately  iri  human  $\xpQ- 
riots.         '        ' 

9.  A'fecond motive  to  efteem  mens  words » 
is  the  kindnefs  of  the  fpeaker.  This  has  iuch 
a  fafcinating  power  ^  as  nothing  but  ex- 
treme ,  ill  nature  can  refift.  When  a  man  is 
aifur'd  of  the  Jcindneis  of  him  that  ipeakSt  - 
whatever  is.  fpoken  is  taken  in  fiood  pait.  ^ 
This  is  it  that  diftjjiguiflie^  the  a&ionittons 
of  a  friend  froni  the  reproches  of  an  enemy  ; 
and  we  daily  in  common  converfatioii  re- 
ceive wthofe  things  with  contentment  and  ap^ 
plaai^G:  |rom  an  inornate  and  familiar  ,  which 
if  fppkn^  by  a;iirangec  or  cnemy^wouidibtf  ' 

de^is'd 
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defpic'^d  or  ftomach'd.  So  infinuatirig  a  thing 
iskirinefs^  that  where  it  has  once  got  it  felt 
beiiev'd,  nothing  it  faies after  is  disputed;  it 
fupples  the  mind ,  and  makes  it  dudile  and 
piianf  to  any  imprefliona. 

:io.  But  what  human  kihdnefs  is  there 
that  cf^n  come  in  any  competition  with  the 
Divine?  it  furpafles  that  ot  the  neareftand 
deareft  relations ;  Mothers  may  forget  ^  yet  laiU 
I  not  forget  thee,  Ifa.  49. 15.  And'  the  Pfalmift 
found  it  experimentally  true ,  When  my  Fathet 
andtny  Mother  forfake  me ,  the  Lord  taketb  mi 
up ,  pf  17.  lO.  The  tendered  bowels  compared 
to  his  ,  are  adamant  and  flint :  fo  that  'tis  a 
mod  proper  epithet  the  Wife  man  gives  him ; 
OLord  thm  lover  of  fouls,  Wtf.ii.x6.  Nor  is 
this  affeftion  merely  mental,  but  it  attefts  it 
felf by  innumerable  effefts.  The  effefts  of  love 
are  all  reducible  to  two  heads ,  doing  and  fuf- 
fering;  and  by  both  thefeGod  hafi  mod  emi* 
nently  attefted  his  love  to  us. 

II*  For  the  firft  ,  we  Cannot  look  either 
on  bur  bodies  or  otir  fouls ,  on  the  whole  Uni- 
verfe  about  us ,  or  that  better  World  above  us  j 
bur  weihall  in  each  fee  theLordhath  don  great 
things  for  us,  Pfal.  114.  Nay,  not  only  out 
en^oiarents ,  but  even  the  capadty  to  enjoy, 
is  his  bounty/  Had  not  he  drawn  mankind 
out  of  his  original  clay ,  what  had  we  bin  con^ 
cerby  in  alltheothef  works  of  his Creaticm?  . 
Sop  tihisifc4f  w^  put  arty  valv©  eitlier  tjpon  whait 
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we  have  or  what  we  are,  we  cannot  but  ac- 
count our  fclvcs  lb  much  indebted  to  this  his 
aftive  love.  And  tho  the  paflive  was  not  pra- 
cticable by  the  divine  Nature  {imply  and  a- 
part ,  yet  that  we  might  not  want  all  ima- 
ginable evidence$  of  his  love ,  he  wlip  was 
God  blefled  for  ever ,  linkt  his  impaffible  to 
our  paflible  nature ;  allum  *d  dur  liunianity , 
that  he  might  efpoufe  our  forrows ,  and  wa^ 
born  oa  purpofe  that  he  might  die  for  us.  Ijo 
that  fure  we  niay  fay  in  his  own  words ,  greater 
hue  then  this  hath  no  man^  Jo.  15',  13. 

IX.  Anp  now 'tis  very  hard ,  if  fuchariun- 
parallerd  love  in  God ,  may  not  as  much  af-, 
left  us  as  the  flight  benefactions  of  every  or- 
dinary friend ;  if  it  cannot  fo  much  recom- 
mencl  him  to  our  regard,  as  to  refcue  his- 
word  from  contemt,  and  difpofe  us  to  re- 
ceive impreffions  from  it;  clpecially  whea 
his  very  fpeaking  is  a  new  aft  of  his  kindnelts ,» 
and  defign'd  to  our  greateft  advantage. 

13.  But  if  all  henasdonandfufF6r'dforus 
cannot  obtain  hiiii  fo  much  from  us ,  \ye  mull 
furely  confefs ,  out  difmge^nuity  ts  Sis  fuperla- 
tive  as  his  love.  For  in  this  inuance  we  have* 
no  plea  for  our  felves.  The  difcourfes  of  men, 
'tis  true ,  may  fomtime  be  fo  weik  and  irra*^ 
tional,  that  tho  kihdnefs  may  fugged  pity  j' 
ie-canndt  reverence :  But  this  can  never  hap- 
pen lit  God,  whofe  wifidbmr  is  as  infinite  as 
nis  love.  He  talks  nor  at  Oifl:  Viiri  fate  who 
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often  talk  only  for  talkings  &ke ;,  but  his 
words  are  direfted  to  the  nioft.  important 
ends ,  and  addreft  in  fuch  a  manne/  as  befits 
him  in  whom  are  all  the  trefures  of  wifdcm 
and  knowledge  Col.  x.  And  this  is  our  third 
confideration ,  the  wifdom  of  the  Speaker. 

14.  How  attraftive  a  thing  Wildom  is ,  wc 
may  obferve  in  the  inftance  of  the  §l^een  of 
Sheba^^  who  came  from  the  utmofi  farts  of  the 
earthy  as  Chrift faies ,  Matrix. 41.  to  hear  the 
Wifdom  of  Solomon.  And  the  like  is  noted  of 
the  Greek  Sages  ,  that  they  were  addreft  to 
from  all  parts ,  by  perfons  of  all  ranks  and 

Siialities,  to  hear  their  Leiftures.  And  indeed 
le  rational  nature  of  man  do's  by  a  kind  of 
fympathetic  motion  clofe  with  whatever 
hath  the  ftamp  of  rcafon  upon  it.  But  alas , 
^  what  is  the  profoundeft  wifdom  of  men, 
comparM  with  that  of  God  ?  He  is  tlie  ef- 
fential  reafon  ;  and  all  |:hat  man  can  pretend 
to  ,  is  but  aii  emanation  from  him  ;  a  ray  of 
his  Sun  ,  a  drop  of  his  Ocean  :  whidi  as  he 
gives ,  fo  he  can  alfo  take  away.  He  can  in- 
fatuate the  moft  fubtil  defignersj  And  (as 
he  fajies  of  him  it\{)  makes  the  diviners  madi 
turns  the  wife  men  back ,  and  makes  their  wifdom 
foolifhnefs ,  Efay  44.  xj'. 

15.  How  impious  a  folly  is  it  then  in  us,  to 
Idolize  human  Wifdom  with  all  its  impcrfe- 
ftions,  and  defpife  the  divine  ?  yet  this  every 
man  is  guilty  of,  who  is  not  attraded  to  the 

ftudy 
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itudy  of  facred  Writ  by  the  fup'eremiocnt' 
wifdom  of  its  Author.  For  fuch  men  muft 
cither  affirm  that  Gqd  has  hot  fiich  a  fupcr- 
eminency ;  or  that ,  tho  he  have  in  himfeif  ^  he 
liath  noth  exerted  it  in  this  writina;:  The  for- 
mer is  down-right  blafphemy ;  arid  truly  the 
later  is  the  fame,  a. lititle varied.  Fdrdiatany 
thing  but  what  is  exiftty  wife  ,  can  firoceed 
from  infinite  wifdom,  is  too  abfiitd' for  any 
.  ihah  to  imagin.  And  therefor^  he  that^ 
charges  Gods  Word  with  defeft  of  wildomi 
.liiuft  intcrpreditively  charge  God  fo  too.  For 
flio  'tis  true,  a  wife  inah may fomtimeslpeak^ 
f^ooliihly  i  yet  ihat  happtris  thro  that  mixture 
of  ignoraijce.  6r  pamon  ^  which  is  tn  the  molt 
kriowinfe'of  nibrtals'i'but  in  God  ,  who  is  ^ 
pure  Aa ,  and  eilential  Wifdom ,  thiat  is  ahim- 
pdffible  fuppbfition. 

1 6.  Nay  ,  indeed  it'  w^rc  to  tax  him  of 
fdlly  beyond  what  is  incident  to  ^ny  fenfible 
man  ,  who  .will  iftiU  proportion  his  inftru- 
liients  to  the^  work  he  aefigns.  Should^ye  iibt 
conclude  him  mad,  that' ihould  attqmt  to  fell 
a  mighty  Oakyith  a  Penknife ,  or  ucM>^aXot-, 
rent  with  a  wifp  of  Straw  ?  And  ture^  their 
conceptions  are  not  iiiuch  more  reterend  of 
God,  who  can fuppofe  that  a' writing de(Tgn*d 
ty  him  for  fuch  impdrtantjends ,  as  t\\f^  making 

men  wife  unto Jalvatim^'^^^       i  j.  the,cajUng 
ji ih^n^^.^ui  i^'i\.4^^^^^^^a  fhgoteiimce 

rfflditfelfbriroolifh 
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and  weak:  or  that  he  ihould  give  it  thofe 
great  Attributes  of  being /harper  then  aj^wo- 
edged  pisDord  ^  piercing  even  to  the  dividing  ajun--^ 
der  cffoul  and/pirit ,  of  the  joints  and  marrow  ,^. 
Heb.  4.  14.  if  its  difcpurfes  were  fo  flat  and- 
infipia  y  as  fom  in  this  profane  Age  would  re- 
prelent  them. 

17.  T I  s  true  indeed » 'tis  not  as  the  App-^ 
ftle  fjpeaks ,  the  wifdomofthis  world  ^x  Cor.  x.  (2?. 
The  Scripture  teaches  us  not  the  art^  of  un-. 
dermining  Governments.,  defraudipg^and  cir- 
cumventing our  brethren ;  but  it  teaches  us, 
that  which  would  tend  much  more  even  to 
Our  temporal  felicity;  ^ijid  as  ieafon  promts 
us  to  afpiire  to  haj^mefs ,  fo  it;  ^niift  ackxiow- 
ledg ,  thait  is  the  high^^ft  wifdpm  wliich  teaches^ 
lis  to  attain  it.  '  ,  •    .  . 

'  18^.  And  as  the  Holy  Scripiture  is  thus  xt-\ 
commende4  to  us. by  the.  wiidom  of  its  Au- 
thor ;  fQ.in  the  lafl  place  ^s  it  by  his  truth ,  with-, 
out  which  the  otiiei:  might  rather  .raife  out, 
j^aloufy  then    our  reyercrice.!.  For  wifdora! 
without  fincerity  degenerates  into  ferpentihc ' 
guil?/;  and  we  rather  fear  to  be  enfnarM  then 
hope  to  be  advanj:dgM  by  it.  The  ,moft  fubtil! 
adareflfes,  and  nio ft. cogent  arguments  pre-, 
vail  not  upon  us ,   where  we  fufpeif^  fom  infi- 
dious  dengn.   But  where  wifdom  and  fidelity^ 
meet  in  the  fame  perfoii;,  we  4o  not  only  at- 
tend,  ,  l^ut  confide  in  jbis  counlels,^  A|id  this 
qualifi^atipn  is  mpft ,  ^wejiriy  if|  Goi  The^ 
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children  of  men  are  deceitfulu^m  theweighfj^;^ 
Pfs^l.  6%.  9.  Mu^li  guile  dftCH  lurk^  indiibec-r 
nibl:y:UA4^^thc  fake  ft  appc;ara|i/ces  ii  butG(^ 
vcradty  is  as  fifii^m^  M^^^^' *  *Srhis>yiff 
4pm ,  and  he  c^n  90  more  deceive  us ,  cheahp 
can  be  deceiv  ji  hiin^lf  .  He  ts  m(  man  ^that^  h^ 
Jbouki  d/e^  Nmii.^3  19.^  Hedefigns  not  (^ 
?(ien  often  do  )  to  fport  himfelf  With  ouy  qfCr 
dulity /and  taifi?  Jiopes  which  he-nev/sm^a^g 
to  farisfy ;  be/afes  not  to  the  feed  ^  Jacob ,  ffi^ 
ye  me  in  vainy  Ex.  45. 19,  but  all  his  fromifei 
are  yea  and  Amen  j  %  Cor,  i.  xo.  Heisperf(?^t 
[y  fincere  in  all  the^propofals  he  makfs  yirhfs 
Word  :  which  is  a  moft  raaQOjd  niotiVe  i9V 
lis  to  fidvert  to  it ,  not  only '  widi  reverence  buf 
love  '  '     *  '        '^ 

^9,  And  now  when  jjil;  tfeefe  motives  :$|rfi 
t;hu8j  combined  ;  ^e  aiUtocity,  tji^e  kintlnt^') 
tlie  wifdom ,  the  veracity  of  rtn^'^peftkjei: ,.  whfti 
c^  he  requis'd  aaoreto  rgndfit;  his  wor^  ot 
^v«feight  with  us?  If  this  .^u^i-fold  c<ifd  wiU 
not  draw  us ,  we  have/urf  th^  jftfiei^hicn^Kfrf 
mea,  but  9f.thafLegi6fl 'w^'^eld  of  U»  thiJ 
Gofpel ,  Mar^  5,  9^,  Fchc  thefe  gf^  fo  mtK^^thi 
cpr^  of^  2),  |nf^^,;.|b  adapted  to  ouf  «iO\i«6tY 
if9,y  to  ouf  'fio^i^t  jtfagjB^.  i»  other  thing^^* 

thai:  ;we  mu^pu^'fff'muchi  of  ftur  humansy* 

difdaim  th^  <;p^|non  mefurqf .  df  rBS^yms 
if;  yvo  bq  n?tf  jiptrafted;  by.  thfi^, .  Fot  J  rAw 
^ppie^i.  to  tfe  hr^  of  atty  fefefr  k  i»4*M»i<*l 
ip$U%^  whelhff  tp^e  a;  pf?f<^, '  tvh^  M  «9i» 
V  fuxc 
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lure  had  all  the  fore-mencion'd  qualifica- 
tions ,  fhould  recommend  to  him  fom  rules  as 
in^ible  for  the  certain  doubling  ,  or  tre- 
t>liilg  his  eftate  ,  he  would  not  think  them 
worth  the  purfuing ;  hay ,  whether  he  would 
iiot  plot  and  ftudv  on  them ,  till  he  compre- 
hended the  whole  Art.  And  ihall  we  then 
when  God  in  whom  all  thofc  qualification^ 
tre  unitea ;  and  that  in  their  utmoil  tranfcen- 
dencies ,  ihall  we ,  I  fay ,  think  him  below  out 
regard ,  when  he  propofes  the  improving  our 
interefts ,  not  by  the  fcanty  proportions  of 
two  or  three ;  but  in  fuch  a$  he  intimated  to 
jibrahamy  when  he  (hewed  him  the  Stars,  as  the 
reprefentative  of  his  numerous  ofF-fprinj 
Gen.  i^*  ^  when  he  teaches  us  that  high^f 
and  yet  moft  certain  Alchimy ,  of  refining 
and  multiplying  our  enjoiments,  and  then 
perpetuating  them  ? 

xo.  All  this  Gbd  do'^s  in  Scripture;,  and 
we  muft  be  ftupidly  improvident ,  if  we  will 
take  no  advantage  by  it.  It  was  once  the 
tomplaint  of  Ghrift  to  the  Jews ,  /  am  came  in 
^Fathers  name  and  ye  receive  me  not, if  another 
/hnUcome  in  his  own  namt^himye  will  receive,  JO} 
5r;43.  And  what  was  faid  by  him  the  eterdiit 
e^lential  Word  ,  is  no  lefs  applicable  t6  the 
Written  ;  which  coming  in  the  tiame ,  and 
/ftpon'the  meflage  of  God  ,  is  defpis'd-and 
flighted ,  and  every  the  ligl^elt'  compofureof 
mft»  i^tferrM  b^fbre; it.    As^if  Ithat  fignat«r« 
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o£  Divinity  it  cjarries ,  ferved  rather  as  a  Brand 
to  (tigmacizc  and  defame  ,  then  adorn  and 
i:ccommend  it.  A  contemt  which  ftrikes  im- 
mediatly  at  God  himfelf ,  whofc  refentmentis 
of  it,  tno  for  the  prefent fuppreft by hi^ long* 
fuflering ,  will  at  laft  break  out  upon  all  who 
perfey ere  fo  to  a|&ont  him  $  in  z  judgment  wor- 
thy of  God  ^  Wif-  IX.  x6. 

xi^  But  after  all  that  has  binfaid,  I  fore** 
fee  fom  may  fay ,  that  I  have  all  this  while  bu( 
beaten  the  air  ,  have  built  upon  a  principle 
whicli  ibm  flatly  deny ,  others  doubt  of ,  and 
have  run  away  With  a  fuppofition  that  the 
Bible  is  of  divine  Original  ,  without  any  at* 
temt  of  proof  To  fuch  as  thefe  I  might  juft- 
ly  enough  objeft  the  extreme  hard  mefure 
tticy  offer  to  Divinity  above  all  other  Sciences. 
F^or  in  tliofe ,  they  uill  allow  fom  fundamen*- 
tai  maxims ,  which  are  prefuppoied  without 
proof;  but  in  this  they  admit  ot  noToftulata  ^ 
no  granted  principle  on  which  to  fiiperttruft. 
If  the  fame  rigor  ihould  be  extended  to  fecu^ 
lar  cafes ,.  what  a  damp  would  it  ftrike  upon 
commerce  ?  For  example ,  a  mail  expecfl^  &ir 
dealing  from  his  neighbor ,  upon  the  firength 
of  thofe  common  notions  of.Juftice  he  pr?- 
fumes  writ  in  all  mens  hearts :  bujt  according 
to  this  mefure ,  he;  muft  firft  prove  to  every 
man  he  deals  with  ,  that  fuch  notions  there 
are,  and  that  they  are  obligatory :  that  the 
wares  exposed  to  ialearehisown;  that  domi^ 

man 
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liion  is  nor  founded  iiv  grace,  or  that  ke  is  in 
that  ftate ,:  and  fo  Jias  a  property  to<:onfer  up- 
on another ;  chat  the  pencm  d^alt  with ,  paies 
a  Juft  price  j  do's  it  in  good  mony ;  and  that  if 
is  his  own  (  oi  ritat  he  is  in  the  ftate  of^grace; 
or:  needs  not  be  foy  t<>  Juftify  his  piirchafe: 
and  at  thi$  rate  tht  Mark^  will  be  as  full  of" 
nice  queftions  as  the  S^chcfles.  But  becaufe^ 
compuints  arid  retortions  are  thie  comn(ort 
refuge  of  caufes  that  want  letter  Arguments , 
I  ihall  not  irtfift  here ;  but  to  proceed  td  a  de- 
£sni:c  of  the  queftidn^d/Aflettiofl  i  tliat  thd 
Bible  is  the  Word  of  Gdd.'  i 

-  ai.  I K  which  I  ihall  proceed  by  theie  de- 
grees. Firil  ,  I  fliall  lay  down  the  pkirf 
grounds  Upon  which  Chriftians  believe  it.  Se- 
condly,  i  fliatl  compare  thofc  \frith  thofe  of 
left  credibility  which  have  generally  fetisfiecJ 
Aiankind  in  other  thirigs  of  the  like  nature. 
And  thirdly,  I  ftiall  con(ider  whether  thofe 
who  are  diflatisfied  with  thofe  grounds ,  woula 
not  be  equilly  fo  with  any  other  way  of  aitte- 
Hiation. 

^3 .  Before  I  filter  upori  the  firft  of  thefe ,  I 
defire  it  may  be  conrtder'd ,  that  matters  of 
feft  are  not  capable  of  fuch  rigorous  dfc'mon- 
ftrativc  evidences ,  as  matheinaticai  propofi- 
ffotts  aref.  T6  reiider  a  thiig  'fit  fbt  rational 
belicfl ,  there  is  no  more- rec^tr'd  but. that  th^ 
ftiotives  fot'  it  d6  oter-poifc  thbft  againft  it  ,^ 
aiid  in  thai  dip6t  fhey,<JD-fo^,  {6  is  the  belief 
lltdi^er  or  weaker.  X4.N6V 
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%^:  ^a^  the  niotfvd  of  out  befidf  in  tfrc- 
pfdent  caft  ; .  arc  fucK  as  are  exituijfic  ,.  pi 
ihtrmfic  to  the  Scri{^ttires ;  of  which  thte  ex- 
tjrmfictu*  fitft^  and  pii^^tadte'tti  f|ie  etlidr; 
and  indeed  ^11  that  caa Kafbitably  fefe  irififted^ 
ori  to  a  gairt-faiet,  \\^ud  ^uft  be;fttj>Jbs'd  ho; 
competent  jfudg  of  tlie  l^t^r.     But  as  to'  the 
former,  Ilhall  adyenture' to  lay' /that. the  di- 
vine Original  of  tiie'  Strlpture  hath  as  gteat 
grounds  bf  etedibiiity  as  tan  be  ei^pefted  i« 
any  tfiiite  of  tliis  kind/    For  wh^thet  Goc( 
iiilpiry  me  Peri-men  of  Hofy^ 
of  faft  ,.;and'bejng  foi,  is^  capable  pf^io  oriicr 
external  evidence  bii|r  that:  of  teditlioay: 
and  tliat  ^^atter  of  fa^  being  alfoiir  point 
of  time  fcr  remote  from  us ,  can  be  jhd&  4  of 
only  by  a  feries  of  Teltimonfes  derived  frorti 
that  Age  wherein  the  Scriptures  were  written, 
to  this:  and  the  mqtef credible/ the  teftifiers; 
and  the  moire  univetfal  tile  Teftimoi^y";  fo 
much,'  tke  more  convincing  ate  they  to  all 
confidedftg  men;   ^;  '   .      ;    . 

/  i^.  A^p  this  attcllation  the  Scripture  Iiatk 
in  the  higlieft  citcumftances  ,  it  nayjiig  birii 
witnefs^^.tP  ia  all  Ages;  arid  in  thofe  Ageiby^, 
^11  petfons,  that  cojcild  be  prefum'd  td  know^ 
any  tfiing  of  it.  Thus  the  Old  TeftaMeftt  'was 
oAVfl'd  by  ifHc  whole  .Nitli^ir  of^:iche  je\vs  »  as^ 

AeWjitihg^  of  nkii^ik^ir'dbytGbdV 
>lthfiicH. Evidence' ^f/fli^    miff^ort ;  iks  abun^ 
;  dantff  Yatfsfied  tl^e-df  tliat  Apf  6f  Aeii' 

T>  being 
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being  fo  inipir'd ;  and  they  derived  thofe 
Wrinngs  .with  that  atteftation  to  their  po- 
ftcrity.  Now  that  thofe  of  the  firft  Ages  were 
Aot  deceived ,  is  as  irioraUy  certain  as  any 
thing  can  be  fuppos'd.  For  in  the  firfi  part  of 
the  Bible  is  contain'd  the  hiltory  of  thofe  mi- 
racles wherewith  God  refcuea  that  jpeoplc 
out  of  Eg^p ,  and  inflated  them  in  Canaan. 
Now  if  tney  who  liv'dat  that  time  knew  that 
fuch  miracles  were  neyer  don  ,  'tis  impoffiblc 
they  could  receive  an  evident  Fable  as  an  in- 
ipir'd  truth.  No  fingle  perfon ,  much  \c{s  a 
wholip  Nation  can  be  fuppos'd  io  ilupid.  But 
if  indeed  they  were  cierwitnefles  of  thofe  mi- 
racles, they  might  with  very  good  reafon 
cqnclude .  that  tne  fame  Mops  who  was  by 
God  impoweVd  to  work  them »  was  fo  alfo  for 
the  relating  them;  as  alfo  all  thofe  prece- 
dent events  frwn  the  Creation  down  to  that 
time ,  which  are  recorded  by  him. 

x($.  So  alfo  for  the  preceptive  parts  of 
thole  Books,  thofe  that  faw  thofe  formidable 
fplemnities ,  with  which  they  were  firft  pub- 
lifliM ,  had  fure  little  temtation  to  doubt  that 
they  were  the  diftats  of  God,  when  yi^rritten. 
Now  if  they  could  not  be  deceivM  them-, 
ftlves  ,'tis  yet  lefs  imaginable  that  they  fhpuld 
conlpire  to  in?pofe,f^  cheat  upon  their-  pofte- 
rities ;  nor  indeed  were  the  Jews  of  fp  eafy  a 
credulity,  fhat'tis  at  all  probable  thefuccec* 
ding  Generations  would  o^ve  bin  lb  imjposfd 
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1)li :  their  humor  was  ftubborn  enough ,  ind 
thes  precepts  of  their  Law  fevere  and  burden- 
foln  enbugh  to  have  temted  them  to  hav6 
caft  ofTthd  yoak ,  had  it  not  bin  bound  upon 
them  by  irrefjftible  conviftions  of  its  coming 
from  God;  But  beddes  this  Tradition  bt 
their  Elders ,  they  had  the  advantage  of  li- 
vings under  a  Theocracy ,  the  immediat  gui- 
dance of  God ;  Prophets  daily  tais'd  Up  i- 
mong  them ,  to  fore-tell  events ,  t6  admonifh 
them  of  their  duty ,  and  reprove  their  back- 
flidings:  yet  even  thefe  gave  the  deference 
to  the  written  Word,  nay,  made  it  the  teft 
by  which  to  trV  true  infpirations  from  falfe  • 
'lo  the  Law  ana  to  the  Teftimony  ;  if  they  Jj^eak 
not  according  to  it ,  there  is  no  light  in  them ,  Elky 
8.  xo.  So  that  the  veneration  which  they  had 
before  acquired ,  was  ftill  ailew  excitcid  by  frefh 
infpiratian^ ,  which  both  attefled  the  old ,  and 
became  hew  parts  of  their  Canon. 

%y.  Nor  cpuld  it  be  efteeni'd  a  fmall  coil* 
firms^oii  to  the'  Scriptures ,  to  find  in  fuccee-. 
ding  Ages  the  fi^nal  accompliArinents  of 
thole  prophecies  which  were  lohg  before  re- 
giftred  in  thofe  Books ;  for  nothing  Ifefs  then 
diyine  Power  and  Wifdom  could  foretell ,  and 
atfo  verify  them.  Upori  thefe  grounds  th6 
Jews  univerfally  thro  alt  fuccei]K>ns  received 
the  Books  of  the  Old  Veftanieht  as  divine 
Oracles ,  and  lookt  upoh^them  as  the  greated 
truft  that  could  bt  cdnitmitted  to   fhenii 
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an4  accordingly  ,w^r«  fo;  fcrupuloufly  vigi- 
lant  in  cpiiferving  them,  tli^t.  dicif  Malo^ 
fixs  numtred  not  only  the  fcifti^ns ,  ti^t  the 
very  words ,  nay  letters ,  that  no  fraud  or  in- 
advertency might  corrupt  or  defalk  the  leart 
iota  pf  winat  they  eftcfm'd  fo  iacred.  A  far- 
ther tellimpny  and  fepiment  to  which,  were 
the  S^aritan,  Chaldfee,  and  Greek  verfion? ; 
whicji  being  made  ufe  ojfiii  th^  Synagogs  of 
Jcw§,  in  their  difperfions ,  and  die  Samaritai^ 
at  Skhem ,  could  not  at  thofe  diftances  receive 
jinuhiforn;!  iteration,  and  any  other  wotiJ4 
be  of  no  effcd.  Add  to  this  T  that  the  Origin 
oai  exemplar  of  die  Law  ^  was  laid  mp  in  mc 
£anfhiary  j^.  that  th«  Prince  waM:o  have  a  Co- 
y  of  it  alwaies  by  liim  ^  and  tranfqrihe  it  with 
is^  own  hand ;  tixat  every  Jew  was  to  mak? 
it  Kis  conftaot  dif<x)urle  and  meditatioa, 
te^chit  his  .children ,  ai>d  wear  patt  of  i;  up'- 

bnHis  hands  an4^^^!^li^*4-  A^d    now  fur^ 
'tis.  iiTfipOlphle  to  i  any  matter  of  fa(^ 

to  0^^'MftBe,> carefully,  deduced ^  or  ixrefragar 
bly jjelljjR^v  tt^^  thing  heliev'd  upon 

fc'?^?«.^vide»c^;  ;  ^:    .   _  ,     . 

^ ,  »$./yXi|,4Xj  aU  this  is  ttm  in  reference  to 
^^^^.ii  |liat  tliicy  did  thus  own.  titcfc  Wri- 
flags'  ai  aiviiie .^  ^pp<»j;s  not  otiily  by  the  Re- 
cords fif  paft  Ages,>  but  by  the  Jews  of  the  prc- 
)reni;>;,whp  iUll  owntlifem.,  and  cannot  be  fu- 
ftft^^^  with  th«  Chriftians, 

4i.U  tj^cfo  werc^ciilpnal)l?  gro^inds  of  con- 
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yidioii  to  the  Jews ,  (as  he  muft be moft ab* 
fUrdJy  Sceptical  that  ihall  deny )  they  muft- 
be  fo  to  Chriftians  alfo ;  who  derive  them 
from  them:  and  that  with  this  farther  ad-^ 
Taa^age  to  our  Faith,  that  we  fee  the  clear 
coippktiQti  of  thofe  Evaogielical  -prophecies 
which  reniain'd  dark  to  them,  and  conie*^ 
qucfttly  have  a  farther  Argument  to  confirm 
Its  i  titat  die  Scriptures  or  the  QidTeftament 
arc  certainly  divine- 

19,  The  New  ha^  alfo  the  like  means  of 
probation :  which  as  it  is  a  coUe^ion  of  the 
dk>^n  taught  by  Chrift  and  his  ApofUes , 
vmSi  if  truly  related  be  acknowledged  no  lefs 
Aiyim  then  what  they  orally  delivered.    So 
iii4t  thev  who  doubt  its  being  divine ,  muft 
either  aenw  what  Chrift  anS  his  Apoftlct 
|)reacht  to  w  ffr  |.  or  elfe  diftruft  the  fidcliiy 
of  the  irelattott :  The  fdrnwr  ftrikes  at  the 
Inhale  ChriftiaA  Faith ;  which  if  only  of  menv 
muft  flot  oiily  be  fallible  ,  but  is  aftuaUy  i 
deceit  ^  wbilft  it  pretends  to  be  of  God ,  ana  i$ 
not.    To  fuch  Objciftors  we  have  to  cyppofc 
thofe  ftuperidious  miraclejs  with  which  thfc 
<jo%d  wa$.  attelbdr  fuch  as  demonftrated  t 
more  then,  human  effics^cy.    And  that  God 
ihould  tetid  his  omnipotence  to  abet  the 
llHie^: pretenilons  of  men*  is  a  conceit  too 
9nw>i^hyeven  for  the  worft  of  mentoeiirer- 
30.  T I  $  trti«  /theie  hanrc  biitby  Godpcr- 
'   j  mittcd 
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mitted  lying  mirdcles-;  aa  well  as  true  ones 
have  bin  don  by  him ;  S)ich  as  were  thofe  of 
the  Magicians  in  Egypt ^  in  oppofitioh  ro  the 
other  ^oi  Mq/es  i  but  then  tht  difference  be- 
tween both  wats  fo  confpicuoiis ,  that  he  muft 
be  more  partial  and  difingenuoiis ,  then  even 
thofe  MagiciaAs  wertf,   wfio  would  not  ac* 
kndwkdg  the\difparity  V  and  confefs  in  thofe 
which  were  triply  fupernatural ,  the  finger  of 
God^  Exod.  8.19.  Therefore  both  xn  the  Old 
andNewTeftament  it  ispredifted,  that  falje 
Prophets fhould  arife ,  ana  doj^ns  and  wanders , 
Deut.  13. 1.  Mat.  14.  11.  x^.  as  a  trial  of  their 
fidelity  who  made  profeilion  of  Religion; 
whether  they  would  prefer  the  few  and  trivial 
Heights  which  recommended  a  deceiver ,  be*> 
fore  thofe    great  and  numberlefs    miracles 
which  attefted  the  facred  Oracles  delivered 
to  the  fohs  of  men  by  the  God  of  truth.  Whe- 
diet  the  trick  of  a  Barchochebas ,  to  hold  fire  in 
his  mouth ;  that  of  Marcui  the  heretic ,  to 
make  the  Wine  of  the  Holy  Sacrament  ap- 
pear bloud ;  or  that  of  Mahomet ,  to  bring  a 
Pidgeon  to  his  ear,  ought  to  be  put  in  ba- 
lance againft  all  the  miracles  wrought  by 
Mofes ,  our  Savior ,  or  his  Apoflles.  And  in  a 
word ,  whether  the  filly  ftories  which  lamhlir 
chusfolcmtdy  tthtcs  o£  Tytha^oras ,  or  thofe 
fPhih/fratus  tells  oij^oUtmius  Tyaneus ,  deferve 
to  rival  tliofe  of  the  Evangelifts.  It  is  a  moll 
^uil  judgment^,  and'accorungly  threatned  by 
-        ^  Almighty 
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Almighty  God,  that  they  who  would  wr  (^^ 
the  truth  Jhould  believe  a  lie,  % Thef, x.  1 1 . But 
ftill  the  Almighty ,  where  any  man  or  devil  Jo' j 
froud^ ,  is  evidently  above  him ,  £xod.  1 8 . 1 1. 
will  bejujiified  in  hiifayings ,  and  be  clear  when 
be  is  judged ,  Rom.  3.4. 

31.  But  if  men  will  be  Sceptics,  and  doubt 
cyery  thing ,  they  ^re  to  know  thgt  the  mattec 
caird  into  gueition ,  is  of  a  nature  that  admits 
but  two  waifes  of  folution;  probability,  and 
teilimony,  Fir  ft  for  probability  ,^le|:  it  be  com 
fider'd  who  were  the  firft  pro/nulgers  of 
thrifts  miracles.  In  his  life  time  they  were 
either  the  patients  on  whom  his  miracles  werQ 
wrought ,  or  the  common  people ,  that  were 
fpedators :  the  former ,  as  they  could  not  b^ 
aeceiv'd  themfclyes,  but  mjiift  needs  knpw 
whetha:  they  were  cur*d  or  nO;.fi>  whatimaf 
ginable  defign  could  they  have  to  deceive  07 
thers  ?  Many  indeed  have  pretended  impoten:? 
cy  asamotiveofcompaidibn;  but  wjiat  could 
thfey  gain  by  owning,  a  curC;  they  had  not? 
As  for;  the  Spe<%ators  ^  as  their  m^fcitudeaddilf 
to  th,eir  credibihty.j '  (  it  being  j]fi!orally  invy 
pofiible  that  fo  many  fliould  at  once  be'deliic 
ded  in  a  inatter  fo  obyipus  tO:  their^jllnfes  )  f^ 
do*s  k  alio  acquit  then;!  from  fra^4  ^^d  com? 
bination.  Cheats*  and  forgeries  are^  alwaies 
^  hatcht  in  the  d4^V  in  dole  Cabals,  andpri^ 

vat  Junfto's.  That^  five  thoufand  ^tt  tkon^ 

time,  andfQurthoufandatanptW^t  Should 

conlpire 
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(iofifpire  to  fay ,  that  they  ^erc  mtraculouny 
fed;  when  they  were  not ;  and  all  pr6ye  true  to 
the  fiftiofl  ,  and  not  betray  \t :  is  a  thiii^g  as 
irrational  to  be  fuppos'd,  asimpoflibk  iij  be. 
paralleled. 

3  X.  Bes  ides  ,  admit  it  poflible  tiiat  fo  many 
could  have  joined  in  the  deceit;  yet  what  ima- 
ginable end  could  they  have  in  i^?  Had  their 
Be  bin  fubfervicnt  to  the  defigns  of  fom  po- 
tent Prince  that  might  havfc  rewai?ded  it , 
there  hadbih  fom  temtationi  but  what  could 
they  expeft  ffom  the  r^ptited  fon  of  a  Car- 
Banter  ,  who  had  not  timfell  where  to  lay  his 
head? Nay,  who  difclaim'd all fecular power;  i 
feqnvei^d  himfelf  away  from  their  impottuni- 
Hes ;  wheiv  they  would  have  foreM  him  to  be 
a  KiAg  :  And  confequently  ,  could  not  bcf 
lookt  on  ad  one  that  would  hfcad  a  Sedition; 
or  atteiht  to  raife  himfelf  to  a  capacity  of  re- 
garding his  Abettors.  T^pon  all  thefe  confi- 
deration^ ,  tKere  appears  not  the  leaft  ftadow 
(bf  probability  ;^  tfiar^  either  thole  partiailar 
perfons  whii^^publlihM  the  cutes  fhey  had  te- 
ceiv'd ,  or tfiofc  multitudes  who  were-  witnefles 
and  divulg^rs^  of  thoftf ;  i&r  Mis  other  tiih^atles ; 
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itirreiftioii  and  'Alcen(ibii,  s^  obferve  who 
were  the  divulgers  ofthcle^  we  ihjdl  fifid  them^ 
very  uiilikely'  to  be  men  of  defigti ;  a  fet  ofil- 
literate  men,  rtaken  frdm  the  Fifher-bo^s^ 
and  other  mean  occupati<Mi:  and  fuch  as 
needed  a  miracle  as  gre^  a&  any  of  thofethey 
Were  to  a{fert(the  defcent  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  ) 
to  iit  them  for  thehr  office.  What  alas  could 
they  drive  at  ^  6t  how  could  they  hope  that 
their  teiiimony  a)uld  be  received,  fomuchaf- 
gaiiift  the  humor  and  ihtereft  of  the  prefent 
rulers;  unlefs  they  were  a^t'dnotoniy  ofthe 
truth  of  the  things  ,  but  alfo  of  fom  fuperna- 

?  tural  aids  to  back  and  fortify  theto  ?  Accor-^ 
Singly  we  fiiid,  that  till  they  had  received 
thole  ;  till  by  the  defcent  of  die  holy  Ghoft 
they  w6rc  endued  with  fower  from  on  high ,  Luk. ;. 
44. 49.  they  never  att^mtedthe  difcovery  of 
what  they  liad  feen:  but  rather  hid  mtmi 
feives ,  kept  all  their  afTemblies  in  privacy  and^ 
coricealment/Jr  the  fear  cfthe  Jews ,  Jd.  x6. 1 9, 
imd  io  were  far  enough  from  proje^ihg  any 
thing  befide  their  own  fafety .  Afterwards  4- 
when  they  began  to  prestch ,  they  had  ea^ly 
^fTays ,  what  ^eir  iecular  advantages'  would 
be  by  it ;  threatnings  sted  re^nrlings ,  fcdtirg- 
ings  and  imprifbnments  / AEt.  4. 10.5^  18;  40. 
And  can  it  be  imagined ,  that  nieh  who  a  lit-* 

.  tie  before  h^d  ihewed  themJelVes^  io  littlj^  ii| 
love  with  fuiTering ,  that  nbtije  of  them  d(urft 
^ck  to  tihdf  Mafte;  at  hid  a^ehen/ion ,  bu^ 

'j  %  QttC 
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oa^  forfwore>,  and  a^  foifookybilaii;  jcanitTilL 
^y ,  be  jinag^- d  tli^thefe  difieii  fihduld^  :be  fa/ 
mudi  in  Jove  Avith  their  own  Fabl? jp  as  to  ven^^ 
ture  all  forts  of'perfecution  !£9r  tlie  propoga- . 
ung  it  ?  Or  if  thirjr  could,  let  us  in  the  n6xt 
place  confider  what  .probability  there  icould 
Deof  fuccefs;     :   . 

;  34,  The  IK  brfiacliing  amounted  to  no  lefe 
liich  tlie  Dcifyittg  :o£  one,  ^hgm both  their 
Rom^  and  Jewilh  Rulers ,  nay ,  die  generali- 
ty of  die  people  iiad  executed  as  a  malefa- 
ctor: fo:  diat  dicy  were  all  engaged,  in  de-- 
fence  of  their  own  lAd ,  to  fift  their  tellimony  • 
widi  all  th^  rigbc  thsuc  confcious  jealoufy 
could  fuggeft.  And  ii^faere  were  fo  many  con- 
cerfi'dinquifi tors, /there  was  very  little  hope 
for  a  forgery  to  p^Csu:  Befidcs  the  avow'd  djf- 
|)leiure  of  dieir^jGioyernors  made  it  a  hazar- 
dous thing  to  own^  a  belief  of  wh^t  diey  afler- 
oed.  Thole  that  Jadber'd  to  them  could  not 
but  know ,  that  at  the  fame- time  diey  mu£l 
ajTpoufe  their  <iangeni  and  fufferin^s.  And 
men  ufe  tjot'to  incur  certain  mifchiels ,  upon* 
doubjtful  and  fuip^oious  grounds. 

35*  Yet  fairtheE,  their  doftrin  was  defign'd 
to  an  <nd  to  which  their  Auditors  could  not 
but  have  the  greateft  reluftancy :  dieywere 
to  ftruggle  widi  jchat  rooted  4)repo{reflioii 
\yhkh  the  Jews  ha4  for  the  Mofaical  Law, 
whidji  their  Gofpelr  but-dated ;  and  the  Gen-- 
tile$  jEjpr  the  Rit^:  ^d  jReligion  o£  dicir  An^ 

!^  :  '  ^;  ceftors  j 
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iftUtdi ;  t>ie  odtirruptionsi  aiili^^ 

plant  humility  and  internal  fanftity ,  fa  ixM*^' 


h  { no '  btbsqcaJflpoeiiieffigcJsioiaiAii^ic  htomift 
ofor^cdoipqfteftrrlnidi'whas  ti^  4ft 

abdiagb^ixMKi  ^  iiotmeiH^iinB^  >death.  - tlWi^ 
ic^sdiiftU  'ibchi  fiiii97mci^k/pii^(]^^  fhifV 

xxmUi  >  nevte  rr  duoj^c:  !ia o  briak  i  thrd^  ^'itfa^  -  A 
hA4,  ftayv  ;U«fedbi  tfhc^riicbuW  :eHi 

^oitatprrdrbviitqi^idx-ffite  ewwmdA- ttbthr, 
l^to  <mly  t;isidbc>!that;r^'wlnck^4^  ^iVine^ 
lin9Ug|it.  its^  idfilsf  with  lii  p  withMit  which  'cwa$ 
Juft^dyinapoffibk^ibr  $11  t&ciskill  or-  outcry 
Siliniea  totoveccomeTucfi^  difydvmiczjjgak  j 
f-,  t?^,.  A;H>ii.  jsetowith  allt  theTcf><Iid':tUefi  rude 
ifitrlifictal  i|itn  coiriteft I  widlchrat  iR^idi^%nai 
Jfeo^cl^!: .,  |3Jo  iefe  r  thcp.  tWce:  ihottfaii^  Px ofei^ 
lifted  miderbySalntT^^irxifixdibSer^  and 
j^c.in  Jmi/aiem^  the  .Scene  > where ^1  wa{^ 
Ift^btdi  V  /a^  QCHifc^ently  xdicire  ^as<lire  ikK>ft 
4»j4Qffiblc'^;jrfipafo;^  Ahdoii  tht 

like  miraculous  rate  they  weAo  on^v  cUl  a^ 
$hc'Pkarife^5bth9itnfelye&;bDi^  tfaejrbad 

Mjb4fa  fct  feiiuttds  to.  them ;;.  'tbdrfiwid  ^mekt 

vr  .;  Ex*  QUt 
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M/  htto  ^  naims^  %jotXL  io.  xBrjand  dkeip 
49i^rin  ipre4  it  felf  thro  all  : the  Gentile 
WOfld.    . 

B^.  And  fute  farwonderfid  an  event  /  fo 
ccuiti!!ary'  toaUhooiahmefures^  do's  fufEcjent^ 
\y  eY»v:e  there  w^.  more  then  man  in  it.  No^ 
thing  hox,  the  fame  cceatave  Power  that  jproi 
duc'd  iisht  out  of  dairknefe ,  could  bring  toirtii 
effei^s  io  much  iA>ove  the.p^^tion  of  the 
caufe.  Had theie  weakinibrtnnents  a<$led ^oh^ 
ly  by  their  natural  {M>wetsv  o^jng  of  this 
l»d  Din  atchiev'ji.  Alas ,  scould  tbefe  pborriide 
men  karn  ail  Languaees  livatkih'jdnre  i^z&t^i 
fifty  dates  f  which  :v^ould  tal^eniip  atmoll  as^ma- 
ny  years  of  the  mc^induitriousS^  Alid 

yietjiad  they  not  btnableiio;  fpeak  them ,  they 
could  neyef  hiave  div^lg'd  the :  Gofpef  to  ^wk 
fevered  Nations.;  \  nor?  lb  ef!e6kutliy  hare  coit^ 
vinc'd  the  by*ftanders »  :i^:i.Aattheyaded 
by  a  higher  impiiife;  Yet  to  convince  ^thif 
world  they  did.  lofi  they  rcpeted  their  Matters 
miracles  as  vncll  as  his  xiadinnrr  heat'd  the 
fickf :  caft  out  devils^  rais'd  the  <dead;  •  Aii4 
where  God  communicated  foihiidb  of^liis 
powefcv  we  may  reafonably  conclude  he  did 
it  to  promote  iiis  own  work ,  ^ooc  the  work  of 
Hihe  Devil ;  as  it  muft  hayei)in  if  this  whole 
Scene  were  a  lie, 

38^  When  all  this  is  wci^d;^I  prefuirie 
there  will  temain  little  ground  to  fuj^eft^ 
that  the  firft  pdajnters  of  Chriilian  Faith  >ad 


? 
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,  viz.  the  bringing  men  to  holinefs  h&tty  -^lA^ 
falyiiSioh  ke^4fte#;  Thd:  lalplcion  th^re^e  ^ 
if  ahy,  ihUft  riftil^iilacieilkdieis ;  sUid^tc^fP 
4^i^y  ibhi  are 'Willi Ak.  to  jyeifttade  %k«mi- 
feltes  ani  <>ch^i%  that  drb  wlidle  Sc^Alf^  cf 
■out'lleligidiri.,  .fe'biira  lafcfely  'de'Tis'd  ikMietb 
keep  the  vi^rk^fh  'mt\  st^h^te^jf  Princfc^tfc 

<m«4e  roriiufe  /  ^ut  Clieirky'iiiett  mO^r  ^'^ 
'  -Hh^  G^ift^andhis  Ajic^ktes  iMre  dhly^aftilis 

^hoiii  theslifelvSi-  have  t^jurei-iip\^^he 
1!tigetb^ditf\ie,thfefrt^^tr>  >  '   :  r    : 

•  -  J^.'  l^N  ^iWv^  \b  iiife  IjoM V  flife  Mafeh<^ 
^<)»w  fog^lottV  T  ^iSiM  ^ft  defire  m^ 
■ftif riiiftrs  %<rp6^t -b^ut  tJ^  tiiSfe^heA  j  -ikkl^ 

^feWbfts  >)?lftf  -iten  •  tKH-  aw^ ;  to  ^  teff  ^ 


•^ahrtot ,  *ey  iir6  maitife^Jrt^jtift  to  f ej*<ft-i&^te 
account  ctf  it  wiifen  riiey  caii  gif  e  nd»ie'#i6m- 
^feIV«s;  ana  M  tehr  ttite^*thi«  ffg^il^U;- 
JittonftratiiOtt  ihfey'  retfuife  "ftiiiih^  orehtei«s.'  •  iMt 
-thete  ii  fucii  4  Irbfeffibn  M  Ci^ilffi^fftf  M4hi5 


r 


knows  how  'loii^  It  wiilWfo-. '}  wefsW^itifekj 
%y;  Ghrift  ^na  his  Apdte,,^i«a  tfeit^f-ls 
^tteflea  by  att  unihteifnrowa  tefbi^^ 
^the  intervehing  Ages ,  thcTiMSag^  of^tfPGfftl- 
fd^tt  Chutch^  from  tM^^i^  %feis;'^Atta 

:fur«  they  wholonbracedthc  w-tol  %'^itt€  flite 

moft 


38         ThelSI^fii^Bir^ri^it&c.:^,]!?. 


,  ,  4c>,  Yet  \pMSRj,  ^oy^i^-j^ iPhi9»^% 
«e4#gainft .,  it  fa^^  gkafc4  G^  t<j,giye  ^&  ip^lr 

q^ity  ftf.Chtifliatucy-.  Jo^m^^M^ f\k^' 
i^ci;  hp  haS)^v^nyiw^acf<HiBf;,<)i[:iir9  ja»r 
Evancelifts ;  he  cofwiu^f^ij  -Mrf^#¥T/^ 

a^fo.  I  ^af&  \^f  ^bfk  m^uf^i^%^  ^'XS^H- 

ipeo  xclipr  it  tp  t^  Eitep^vi?^  S6,'fts»moi3igrdip 
Jews.  9F  fo9VQtl|e£,  ^Jjifxc  i^Rp  ^^t  oiwlm^ 


wM^^t.had  to  ^ip0fljbl9,for  ,^^  to  bj^vp 

fiC-^hrift  hp4;I»9?^%Httciwp:.a}>  die-  Fpvm^ep 
lrf,-ii;.j  :So  ^t^^si>,s^JPiinh.pmr^U  Empcfc^ 
.T:ri<»4»/an  a<xoi^r;t>atho^tpe{^^  and 
;])|i^(imde  of  tke^pjlj^}{UansJ;.ra^<d-ln!^es  the 
.fnagoence  x)f-a^;po<;^  ;^  the  fj^^^t^  o£the 
:  ot^er  t  \  a^  Argi^einJc  to  .flacky  the  perfecuti- 
4^  as»i#  tfiicin.  Nijy  »■  thcrvejy.^.oody  Edi<fts 

of 
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olfthepeifecAtftlg  Emperors' /^  the  feoffs  and 
rej^^dics  o^i?^>,P^^  other 

profihe  bppbfcrsbrthiiDoftVin,'  do  undeni- 
ably aflert  its  being.  By  alt  which'  it  appears , 
tiftrt  Chriftialfity  had  in  tlipfr  Ages  not  only 
a^bcing ,  but  had  aifo  obtained  mightily  in  the 
world ,  and  draw^f  in  yaff  numbers  to  its  pro* 
fcffiptf;  and^  yaft  itideed  rihey  niuft  ntidslbe , 
t^  fornifh  oot  that  whole  /^rmy  of  Martyrs  > ' 
of  which  profane,  as  welt  as  Etfcleliallie  wri- 
ters fpeak.  Arid  if  all  this  be  libt  fufficient 
tcJ  evince  tliat  Cliriftianity  ttol0  not  clancu- 
lajrty' into  the  world ,  but  took  its  rife  from 
tho0  times  and  peifons  it  pretends ,  we  muft 
reriotihee  aH  feith  of  teftimony,  and  not  be-, 
lieveanirichfarther  then  we  lee. 

41:  I  fuppofe  I  need  fay  no  more  to  fhew 
tltat  the  Gbfpel\  and  all  thofe  portentous  rtii- 
rftcleS  which  attefted  it ,  were  no  forgeries ,  or 
ftratagems  of  men.  I  come  now  to  diat  doubt 
which  "more  immediatly  concerns  the  Holy 
Scripture  /  viz .  whether  all  thefe  tranfaftions 
be  fo  faithfully  related  there ,  that  we  may 
believe  them  td  have  bin  dilated  by  the  fpi- 
rit  of  God.  N6w  for  this ,  the  pro  eels  need  be 
but  ihott ,  if  Svc  confider  who  were  the  pen- 
liien  of  the  New  Teftament ;  even  for  the 
liioft  part  the  Appftles  themfelves :  Matthew , 
ztiAjohn  who  wrote  two  of  fhfc  Gofpels,  were 
certainly  fo :  and-Afori,  as  all  the  Ancients 
^er»  wasbut^tb^Amantteta&toSsiiiitP^^^, 
t  '  who 


4d         T&eCil'ri/NMfsSirtif^htMc. 

whactt^bnecithac  Go&dL  $aii^  Luke  indeed 
coines  not  lunder  this  nrft  jrank  c^  ApofUes; 


ty  Difciples ;  hi^wever  an  Apoftplical  perfod 
'tisr  certain  he  was,  and  it  was  no  wonder  for 
fucbto  be  infpired.,  For  in  tihx>fe  firfl:  Ages 
of  the  Chutch.  mea  aiB:ed  more  by  imme^ac 
fnfltf ion  of  the  Spirit  then  unce.  And  accor- 
dingly we  find  i'^^/^^tf ,  tho  but  a  Deacon  j  had 
the  power  of  miracles ;  and  preacht  as  divine-* 
ly  as  the  prime  Apoftles ,  jlSf.  7.  And  che  gift 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft  was  then  a  ufual  concomi- 
tant of  converfion,  as  appears  4||^  the  Story  ^ 
of  Cornelius  J  Aj^s  io.  45*9  4^.BerideSt  Saint:|«^: 
was  a  confUnt  attenoant  on  Saint  Taul  (who 
derived  the  Faith  nat  from  fnan ,  but  kf  thei 
mcdinrevelatum  of  J  ejus  Chrifty  as  himi 
profess,  G^/. I. IX.)  and  is  %  fom  faid 
nave  wrote  by  di Aat  from  him ,  as  MarA 
did  from  Saint  Teter.  Then  as  to  the  Epiflles 
^they  all  bear  the  names  of  Apoftles ,  excepts 
that  to  the  Hebrews,  which  vet  is  upon  very 
good  grounds  prefum'd  to  be  Saint  Touts. 
Now  ueie  were  the  peribns  commidiofiated 
by  ChrifttopreachtheChriftiandocftrin^  and- 
Were  ilgnaliy  affifted  in  the  difcharge  of  tW 
office ;  fo  that  as  he  tells  them  ^  it  was  mt  they 
who  (fake  ^  but  theffirit  of  the  Father  t  bat f pake 
ik  themy  Mat.  13,11.  And  if  they  fpake  bydi-. 
vine  infpiratioA ,  :thc|;c5  .tsui!  be  no  tojeftioft 
that  they  \fJ^<mM:9ii»^  th^. 

two/ 
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two ,  it  fccms  Yih}%  neceflary  they  Ihoold  do 
the  later.  For  had. they  err 'd  in  any*  thing 
thi^y  orally  delivered,  they  rtiight  have  retra- 
fied  md  cured  the  mifchief :  but  rfifcfe  Books 
"beitig  defign'd  as  a  ftanding  immut^lc  rule 
of  Faith  amd  Manners  to  alji  fucceflions ,  any 
error  in  tliem  woulddiave  bin  irreparable, 
and  have  entailed  itMc\£  upon  poftcrity: 
which  agreed  neitHfer  witli  the  ttuth  /  nor 
goodncfs  of  God  to  permit. 

4x^  Noxr  that  thefe  Books -were  indeed 
writ  by  tliem  whofc  nanies  they  bear ,  we  have 
as  much  aflurance  as  'tis  pofliblc  to  have  of 
any  thins  of  that  nature »  and  that  difl^ance 
of  time  from  us.  For  however  fom  of  tjiem 
may  have  bin  controverted  ;  yet  the  greateit 
part  have  admitted  no  difpiitc  ,  whole  do- 
ftrins  agreeing  exaftly  with  the  others  ^  give 
teftimony  to  them.  And  to  the  bulk  of  thofe 
writings ,  it  is  notorious  that  tlie  firft  Chri- 
ftiiansreceiv'd  them  from  the  Apoftles,  and  f<v 
tranfmitted  them  to  the  enfuing  Ages,.  Which 
received  them  with  Ae  like  cfteem  and  vene- 
ration. They  cannot  be  cerrnfted  ,  faies  Saint 
Aufiin  in  the  thirty  iecond  Booka^ainft  Fan- 
fius  the  ManicL  fc.  16.  becaufe  thty  fire  and 
have  bin  in  the  hands  cfaliCbrifiianf.  And  who- 
Jbeverjhotddfirftdttemt  an  alter athmy  hewtmld 
be  cbt^uttd  by  the  mJpeBitm  ef  other  antienter 
Copies,  Befides ,  the  SiriPturts  ate  mt  Infimone 
Lan^gt^  but  tranfiated  into  many:fo  that  the 

F  faults 
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faults  of  (me  Book  would  be^jOfreiiedby  others 
mare  ancient  y  or  in  a  different  Tongue. 

43 .  And  how  much  the  body  of  Chriftians 
were  in  earneft  concerned  to  take  care  in  this 
matter,  appears  by  very  coftly  evidences ;  mul- 
titudes ot  them  chunng  rather  to  part  with 
their  liyes  d^en  their  bibles*  And  indeed  'tis 
a  fufficient  proof,  that  their  reverence  of  that 
Book  was  very  avowed  and  manifeil ;  when 
their  heathen  Perfecuters  made  that  one  part 
of  their  perfccution.  $p  that  as  wherever 
the  Chriftian  Faith  was  received  ,  this  Book 
was  alfo ,  under  the  notion  we  now  plead  for, 
viz.  as  the  writings  of  men  infpir'cf  by  God: 
fo  it  was  aifo  contended  for  even  unto  death ; 
and  to  part  with  the  Bible  was  to  renounce 
the  Faith.  And  now,  after  fuch  a  cloud  of  te- 
ilimonie^ ,  we  may  furc  take  up  that  ( iU-appli- 
cd )  faying  of  the  high  Prieft , ,  Mat.  %6.  6^. 
fifhat  farther  need  have  we  ofwitnejfes. 

44.  Yet  befides  thefe ,  another  fort  of  wit- 
nefles  there  are ,  I  mean  thbfe  intrinfic  evi- 
dences which  arife  out  ofthe  Scripture  it  felf; 
but  of  thefe  I  think  not  proper  her^^  to.  infill, 

.partly  becaufe  the  fuhjeft  will  be  in  a  great 
degree  coincident  with  that  of  thejH^cpnd 
general  coniideration  ;.  and  partly  becaufe 
thefe  can  be  argumentative  to  ^npne  who  ace 
not  qualified  to  difcern  them.  Let  thofe 
who  idoubt  the  divine  Original  of  Scripture , 
well  dfgeft  th^   former  grounds  which  are 
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within  the  verge  of  reafon  ;  and  when  by 
thofe  they  are  brought  to  read  it  with  diid 
reverence  ,  they  will  riot  want  Arguments 
from  tlie  Scripture  it  felf  to  confirm  their  ve- 
neration o£  it. 

4 J.  In  the  mean  time^  to  evince  how  pro- 
per the  former  difcourfe  is  to  found  a  ratio- 
nal belief  that  the  Scripture  is  the  word  6f 
God  ;  I  ftiall  compare  it  witli  thofe  niefures 
^of  credibility  upon  which  ill  human  tranfa- 
dions  move,  and  upon  which  men truft their 
greateft  concerns  without  diffidence  or  di^ 
^ute. 

46i  T  ri  A  T  wfe  muft  in  many  things  truft 
the  report  of  others ,  is  fo  neceflkry ,  that  with- 
out it  human  fociety  cannot  fubfift.  What! 
a  multitude  of  fubjefts  are  th6re  iii  the  world, 
who  never,  few  their  Prince  ,  nor  were  at  the' 
inakirig  of  any  Law  ?  if  all  diefe  fhould  deny 
their  obedience  ,  becaiife  they  have  it  only 
By  heir-fay  ,  there  is  fuch  a  man ,  and  fucn 
Laws  ,  ^hat  would  become  of  govferriment  ? 
So  alfo  for  property ,  if  nothirig  6f  teftimony 
may  be  admitted  ,  how  fhall  any  man  provcf 
his  right  to  any  thing  ?  AH  pleas  muft  bd 
decided  by  the  iword  ;  and  we  Ihall  fall  intd 
thatftate  (whicH  fom  have  phancied  the  pri-^ 
mitive)  of  univerfal  hoftilirjr.  Ift  like  main- 
rier  for  traffic  and  comftierce  ;  how  flibuld 
iny  Merchant  firft  attetait  a  tride  to  any 
fpreigft  part  of  the  world/  if  h«*did  not  be-' 

'  •  '  F  *  fceVtf 
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thatfuch  a  place  there  was?  and  how 

could  he  believe  that,  but  upon  the  credit  of 
tliofe  who  liave  bin  there  ?  Nay  indeed  how 
could  any  man  firil  attemt  to  go  but  to  the 
next  Market  Town ,  if  he  did  not  from  the 
repQrc  qf  others ,  conclude  that  fuch  a  one 
there  was «  fo  that  if  this  univerfal  difHdence 
iho^d  prevail «  every  m^  ihould  be  a  kind[ 
oiTloMtagnMy  fixt  to  the  foil  he  firft  fprm^ 
D^  in*  The  abfurdi^s  are  indeed  fo  innnito  ^ 
and  fo  obvious  »  that  I  need  not  diiaj:c  upot^ 
them, 

47.  B  9  T  it  will  perhaps  be  faid ,  that  in 
lyings  that  are  told  us  by  our  contempora- 
ries>  and  that  relate  to  our  own  time »  men 
wili  he  leis  apt  to  deceive  us,  becaufe  they 
know  'tis  in  purpower  to  examin  and  difco- 
vet  the  trutji.  To  this  I  might  fay ,  that  in 
many  inff ajftces  it  woxjd  fcarce  quit  cofl  to 
<}d  lo  ;  and  the  inconveniences  of  trial  would 
exceed  thofe  of  belief.  But  I  fliall  willingly 
admit  tliis  probable  Argument ,  and  only  de* 
fire  it  mayoe  applied  to  our  main  c^^vdon^ 
by  confidering  whether  the  primitive  Chri- 
ilians  w^ho  rccetv'd  the  Scripture  as^  divine  ^ 
had  not  the  lame  fectirity  of  not  being  de- 
ceivM^  who  had- as.great  opportunities  ofexa^ 
mining,  ai^  the  greaceft  concern  of  doing 
it  throly ,-  fince'  fliey  were  to  engage  not 
only  their  future  hopes  in  another  world ,  but 

( that  which  t»  nanu«  4s  miach  more  fenilWe  ) 
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ail  their  prefent  enjoiments  ,  and  even  life  it 
fclf  upon  the  truth  of  it.  • 

48.  Bar  becaufe  it  muil  I^e  cpnfeft  that 
we  who  are  lb  many  Ages  removed  from 
^em  y  have  not  their  means  of  aftlirance  ^  let 
us  in  the  next  place  confider,  whether  anai^ 
fenc  to  thoie  tefHmonies  they  have  left  ht^ 
hind  them  y  be  not  warranted  by  the  commoa 
pran^ice  ojT  mankind  in  other  cafes.    Who  is 
there  tha(  quefUons  tliere  was  fUcli  a  man  as 
j^/i/;^i^  the  Conqueror  in  this  Ifland?  or,  ta 
lay  the  Scene  farther ,  who  doubts  there  was 
zsLAiexanderA  Julius  CafaryZXk  Augufius?  Now 
what  have  we  to  found  this  confidence  on  be** 
(ides  the  faith  of  Hiftory  ?  And  I  prefume  e-» 
Ven  tlKxie  who"  exadl  the  fevered  demonftra^ 
tionsfor  Ecclefiaftic  Story ,  would  think  him  3| 
"^ery  impertinent  Sceptic  that  ihould  do  iSbm 
like  in  cliefe.    So  alio ,  as  to  the  Authors  of 
j^ooks  J  who  difputes  whether  Homer  writ  the 
Iliads,  or  Virgil  the  i£neids,or  Cdfar  the  Com* 
mentaries^  qiat  pafs  under  their. names?  yet 
i»>ne  of  thefe  haye  bin  atteiled  in  any  degree 
like  the  Scripture,   Tis  faid  indeed,  that  Cf« 
fifr  ventured  his  own  life  to  fave  hijj  Com- 
mentaries ,  iiisploying  one  hand  to  hold  that 
abovs  the  water ,  when  it  ihouldiiaTe  aiiifted 
him  in  Swimming,   But  who  ever  laid  dowtt 
their  lives  in  attefbtion  of  th^ ,  or  any  ho* 
man  composure ,  as  multinides  of  men  have 
^lon  £br  tne  ^ihk  ?        7 
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--49.   But  perhaps  'twill  be  faid  ,  that  the 
imall  concern  men  have ,  who  wrote  thefe ,  or 
ether  the  like  Books  ,  inclines  them  to  ac- 
quiefce  in  the  common  opinion.    To  this  I 
muft  fay ,  that  many  things  inconfiderable  to 
mankind  have  oft  bin  very  laborioufly  dil^ 
cuft,  as  appears  by  many  unedifying  Volumes, 
60th  of  Philofophers  and  Schole-nien.    But 
whatever  may  be  faid  in  thi^  infl^nce,  'tis  iha- 
nifeU  there  are;  bthers ,  wherein  niehs  real  and  ., 
greateft  intercft^  are  intrufted  to  the  teftimo- 
hics  of  former  Ages.    For  example,  a  man 
poflefles  an  eftate  which  was  bought  by  his 
great  Grand-father  ,  or  perhaps  elder  Proge- 
nitor :  he  charily  preferves  that  deed  of  pur- 
chafe,  and  never  looks  for  farther  fecurity  of 
his  title:  yet  alas,  at  thfe  rate  that  men  objeft 
agairift  the  Bible  ,   what  numberlefs  Cavils 
might  be  rais'd  againft  fuch  k  deed  ?  How 
ihall  it  be  known  that  there  was  fuch  a  man  as 
either  Seller  or  Purchafer .?  if  by  the  witnef- 
fes,,  they  are  as  liable  to  doubt  as  the  other  % 
k  being  as  eafy  to  forge  the  Atteftation  as  the 
main  writing  :   and  yet  notwithftahding  all 
thefe  pofiible  deceits ,  nothing  but  a  pofitive 
proof  of'  forgery   can  invalidate  this  deed. 
Let  but  the  Scripture  have  the  fame  m6fure, 
fee  allowed  to  ftand  in  force  ,  to  be  what  it 
pretends  to  be  ,  till  the  contirary  be  (not  by       ^y 
fiirniifes  and  poffible  conjeftures  )  but  by  evi- 
dent proof  eyinc'd ;  and  its^greateftAdtocats' 
Wiff  ask  no  more.  '  ^o,  A 
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59.  A  like  inftance  may  begivj^ninp.ia^^ 
concerns :  ^q  ininjunities  ?in<f  pghpfor^^ 
Natioijs  particui^ly  Herp ,  oi  o}jixJM^gna  CfMOfr 
/^^,: granted  ipjaiy , Ages  fince ^  . and; depofTpwl 
among  the  publijC,  Reicprds;;  xq  niajke  ttiis 
fignify  any  thing.^  i^  ji^uft  be  taken  for  grant- 
ed,  that  this  was  without  falfifi cation pjreifei;- 
yed  to  our  times  j.  yet' how  eafy  were  it  to  fug- 
eii  that  info  long  a  .fucceflion  o£iijs  keeper^, 
3m  niay  have  hm  prevailed  pnoy  the  in- 
iluence  of  Prince^  to,  abridg.  and  curtail  i^ 
conceffioVs;  others  by, a  prev^ilina:  faftiorLof 
the  people  to  atfiplifo^and  extendjit?  Naij^. 
if  naen  were  as  gre<tt  l^eptics  x^  |la^^  tli^j^ 
are  in  bivinity  ^.  tjhev  plight  e^(^  demonftr^- 
tipns  that  the  wliole^liing  wer)E^  no;  a  fprgS- 
ry:  .Yet ,  for  all  diefe  poffiWe  fi^^nj^tf^ ,  vve&ll 
build  impn  it ,.  ^nd.ihx>\ild  jihliikhe^rgued^y!^^ 
ry  iallaqioufly ,  .phaj;.  flipuld  go ,  tpyevacua;te. jt, 
upon,  tte  force  of  fuch  remoteJIu^W 

51.  Now  I  defir^  it: 'may  be  cQnli4er'd  w]^- 
ther  our  fecurity  confiermhg .  t^  l^oly  Scfj- 
pture  be;npt  as  great; ,  nay ,  grqatf  rih^n  it  c^ 
beofthisr  Fortirfty  this;isa  cD^^^       onlyjD,^ 
particular  Nation ,   and  fo  can  e^peq:  i^^^ 
reign  atteftation;  aM.fecond|)iy,^/it^^^ 
long  recited  on  the  fidelity.  i)J.ifs^kce^^^ 
whi^Khas  bin  either  a  iuigle  peripji^ .  or  a^  J^e|l: 
fpm  ifmall  nunaber  at  .'a  time ; '  AyJl>^re^ 
ScripTures  have  bin  withefs'd  tplpy  b^rf^ 
all  Natipiis,  an4th6fe.not  ^gUli  hw  f^oni- 
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'  '■  >  "  '• " 

iftiye  Bodicft  and  Sociicti^s ,  creti  ^s  inzrvf  as 

there  have  fjJtt  Chriftian  Churches  thtoout 
the  world.  Aod  the  fame  that  are  its  Atte-^ 
ftors  have  bin  ir^  O^ttanBans  aifo ,  andby  their 
multitudes  toadc  it  a  very  difficult ,  if  not  an 
Impoflible  thing  to  falfify  it  in  any  conlklc- 
table  degree;  it  being  not  imaginabie,  as  I 
ihew'd  before  irom  ^t.  ^ftin,  all  Churches 
fiiall  combine  to  do  it :  ^nd  if  they  did  not  ^ 
die  fraud  could  not  ;^afs  undeteded :  and  if 
to  eminent  change  could  happen »  inuch  lefs 
could  any  new- ,  any  <otintctfeit  Gofpel  be 
obtruded,  ^ter  innumerable  Copies  of  the 
iBrft  had  bin  tranHated  into  almoft  all  Lan- 
guages, anddifperftthroouttiicworld- 
,  jx.Thje  Imperial  Law  ct>mpird  !>y  Ju^ 
pinion ,  Was  foon  after  his  deadi ,.  by  rew)nof 
the  inroids  of  the  Goths ,  and  other  barbarous 
Nations ,'  iitterly  loft  in  die  Weftern  world , 
and  fcarce  once  heard  diforthefpaceoffivc 
hundred  ycfars ,  and  then  came  canially  to.bc 
tttrivM  upon  the  taking  oiAmalfis  by  the  Pi- 
l&ns  y  one  (ingle  Copy  being  found  diere  at 
the  plundering  of  the  City.  And  th«  whole 
credit  of  thofe  Pandeijts ,  which  hav<i  ever  fince 
governed  the  Weftern  World,  depends  in  a 
inanner  on  that  fmgle  Bobk ,  formerly  calfd 
they//&»;  and  no  w,aftefthatlP/y2^  was  taken 
iby  the  Florentines ,  thelFloitentine  Copy..  But 
iiotwithftattding  this  ;\  the  body  of  the  Civil 
;Law  obtains  I  and  no  maii  thinks  it  reaftn- 

able 
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able  to  queftidn  its  being  really  what  it  pre- 
tends to  be  i  notwithftaridiiig  its  fingle  ,  and 
fd  long  interrupted  derivatioh.  I  m^te  draw 
this  parallel  thro  many  other  inftancdS ,  but 
thefe  may  fuffice  to  fliew ,  that  if  the  Seripture 
might  find  but  fo  much  equity ,  as  to  be  tried 
by  the  common  mefures  of  other  things,  it 
would  very  well  pafs  the  teft. 

53;  But  men  feem  in  this  cafe  (like  out 
Jate  Lcgiflitors  )  to  fet  up  new  extraregular 
Courts  of  Jiiftice ,  to  try  thofe  whbm  no  or^ 
dinary  rules  will  caft,  yet  their  defigns  re* 
quire  Ihould  be  condemned:  And  we  may 
conclude  ^  *tis  not  the  forte  of  reafon ,  but 
of  prejudice ,  that  make^  them  fo  unequal  to 
themfelves  as  to  rejeift  the  Scripture  ^  wheft 
they  receive  every  tliMg  elfe  upon  far  weakefr 
grounds.  The  bdttom  of  it  is ,  they  are  re- 
lolv'd  not  to  obey  its  Precepts ;  and  therefore 
think  it  the  ihprteft  cut  to  difavow  its  au- 
tority :  for  Ihould  they  once  owft  that ,  they 
\vould  find  themfelves  intangled  in  the  moft 
inextricable-  dilemma ;  that  of  the  Pharifees 
^oMt  John  Baftift :  If  v;e  fay  from  heaven^  he 
will  fay  y  wjjy  then  didymmt  believe  him'i  Mat. 
ai.xj.  If  they  cohfefs  the  Scriptutes  divine , 
they  muft  be  felf-condemn'd  iri  not  obeying 
theni.  And  truly  men  that  haveJifch  pteiri- 
gagements  to  their  luft ,  that  they  m^fl:  admit 
nothing  that  wiU  difturb  them,;  do  but  pre- 
varicate whefl  they  dall  for  greater  evideiic^S; 
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aivi  demonilratiatis  :  for  thofe  bofom  Sophi- 
itcrs  wiii  ^de  the  moft  manifeft  convictions ; 
and  like  Juglers,  make  nken  disbelieve  even 
their  own;  fenfcs.  So  that  any  other  waies  of 
ev^en^  will  be  as  difputable  with  them ,  as 
thofe  already  offer 'd  i  which  i4  the  thitd 
thing  I  propofed  to  coiifider. 

^4.  It  has  bin  fonltimes  leen  ia  popular 
'mutk^QS,  jthat  i^heft  blanks  have  bin  fent 
them^  tno36  could  not  agree  what  to  ask:  and 
were  it  iiliaginaible  \thac  God  ibould  fo  far 
coturt  the  inndelity ef  jttten ,  as  to  allow  them 
t4^  ^^e  :tlieir  own  demands^  to  fet  down 
-what  ^Jjieg.  df  proof  would  perfwade  them; 
Idoubt.ftot  there  are  many  have  obftinacy 
4eiij(»\^h  s,x  ito  defea&their  own  methods ,  as  well 
•as  tH^  Ixoif  do  Godstf^  Tis  fure  there  is  no 
ordiqisry  ^ay  of  conviftion  left  for  them  to 
^sk)  God  havii!^  already  (  as  l^th  alfo  bin 
jhi^w'd  )ja(iftnied  that.  They  mull  therefore 
^eftM-t,  CO  iffimediat?  revelation,  expeft  in- 
ftant  ^i^rances  front  heaven ,  thalt  this  Book 
w^  qall  tl^  Bible  is;  the  word  of  God. 
'  fy.  M^  firft  dueftiqn  then  .is,  in  what 
manner  t^is  rievelation  miiA  be  made  to  ap- 
pear eredifejle  to  them.  The  beft  account  we 
i>ave  of  i  the  fevecaJ  waieis  of  revelation  is 
.fromr  the  Jf  ws  i  to  whom  God  was  pleas'd 
Huipi^n  inew  emergencies  'fignally.to  revele 
ikiinfelf;  Thefe  wcrdfifft dreams :;rijf9corndly, 
vilioils  i-  -^  by  both  which  the  Prophets .  recei- 
•  -  f .  vcd 
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ved  thdr  infpiration.  T^hirdly^,  .^frwa^ 
Tbnmtam.  Fourthly,  the  Bafh^otfrnxhcy 
term  it )  Thunder  and  vaicc  feom.  HeaTen* 
Let  us  confider  them  diftinAly  ,  •  ia«id(fee  whe^ 
ther  our  Sceptical  meninayiiQt  pidobably  find 
fomwhat  to  difputeineveryoncof  riide^  And 
firft  for  dreams ;  it  is  among  us  fa  hard  to  di- 
flinguiih  between  thofe  that  arife  from  con^ 
ftitution,  prepoflcffiofj  of  pliancy  ^  diabolical, 
or  divine  infufion ,  that  thofe  that  hav^e  the 
moft  critically  confider'd  them  >  do  riather  dif- 
ference them  by  their  matter ,  then  any  cer- 
tain difcriminating  circumftances :  and.  un- 
lefs  we  had  fom  infallible  way  of  difcerning, 
our  dependence  on  them ,  may  more  probably 
betray  then  direft  us.  'Tis  unqueftionable 
that  ufually  pliancy  has  the  greateft  ftroke  in 
them.  And  if  he  that  fliould  commit  himfelf 
to  the  guidance  of  his  waking  phancy ,  is  not 
like  to  be  over-wifely  governed ,  what  can  we 
expeft  from  his  fleeping  %  All  this  and  more 
may  doubtlefs  be  foberly  enough  ebgeded  a- 
gainft  the  validity  of  our  common  dreams. 

5*6.  But  admit  there  were  how  fuch  di- 
vine dreams  as  brought  their  evidence  along 
with  them;  yet  fure'tis  pofliblef^rpf^fjudic'd 
men,  to  refift  even  the  cleareli  coiivi<ftions. 

For  do  we  not  fee  fom  that  have  made  t  fcift 

• 

to  extinguifli  that  naturial  light,  thofe  no- 
tions which  are  interwoven  into  tli*  A^ery 
fram^  and  conilittitioit  of  their  -mindsi,«hat 
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fo  they  may  fin  moreateafe,  and  without  re^ 
lui^btncy  ?  and  fure  'tis  as  poflible  for  them  to 
clofe  their  eies  againft  all  raies  from  without 
too ,  to  refiift  revelation  as  well  as  inftind ; 
and  more  likely  \  by  how  much  a  tranfiieht 
caufe  is  n^urally  lefs  operative  then  a  petr 
manent.  An  inftance  of  this  we  have  in* Ba- 
laam^ who  being  in  thefc  nightly  yifications 
prohibited  by  God  to  go  to  Balack ;  and  the 
he  knew  then ,  what  he  afterwards  faies ,  Kum. 
%l.  19.  that  God  was  not  a  man  that  he/btmld 
lie ,  nor  the f on  of  man  that  hejhonld  refent  y  vet 
he  would  not  take  God  at  his  firft  word ,  but 
upon  a  firelh  bait  to  his  covetoufnefs ,  tries  a- 
gain  for  an  anfwer  more  indulgent  to  his  in- 
tereft.  Befides ,  if  God  ihouldilius  rev ele  him- 
felf  to  fom  particular  perfons ,  yet  *tis  beyond 
all  prefident  or  imagination ,  that  he  ihould 
do  it  to  every  man ;  and  then  how  fliall  thofe 
who  have  thefc  dreams ,  be  able  to  convince 
Others  that  they  are  divine  ? 

57.  Tis  ea^  to  guefs  what  reception  % 
man  that  produces  no  other  autority ,  would 
have  in  this  ludicrous  Age :  he  would  certain- 
ly be  thought  rather  to  want  flecp.,  then  to 
have  had  revelations  in  it.  And  it  Jacob  and 
the  Patriarchs  ^  who  were  themfelyes  acquain- 
ted with  divine  dreams ,  yet  did  not  believe 
Jofefhsy  any  man  that  fhould  now  pretend  iij 
that  kind ,  would  be  fure  to  fall  und^r  die 
fame  if  pny  that  he  did ,  to  be  entertaija'd  with 
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a  behold  ibps  dreamer  cometh ,  Genef.  3  7. 19- 

58.  The  fccond  way  of  revelation  by  vifion 
was  ♦  where  the  man  was  wrapt  into  an  cxtafy , 
his  fpirit  for  a  while  fufpended  from  allfenfi'- 
ble  communication  witli  the  body,  and  en- 
tertained with  fUpernatural  light.  In  thefe 
the  Prophets  faw  emblematical  reprefenta- 
tion  of  future  events ,  received  knowledg  of 
divine  Myfteries ,  and  commiflion  'and  abuity 
to  difcharge  the  whole  prophetic  office.  Now 
fuppofe  God  fliould  now  raile  us  Prophets',  and 
infpire  them  after  this  manner;  what  would 
the  merry  men  of  this  time  fay  to  it  ?  Carfwc 
think  that  they  who  rally  upon  all  that  the 
former  Prophets  have  writ,  would  look  with 
much  reverence  on  what  the  new  ones  fliould 
fay^  Som  perhaps  would  conftrijCL  their  ra- 
ptures to  be  but  like  Mahomets  Epilepfy ;  o- 
thers  a  fit  of  frenzy ,  others  perhaps  a  being 
drunk  imth  new  wine^  Aft.  x.  13.  butthofe 
that  did  the  naoft  foberly  confider  it ,  would 
ftill  need  a^new  revelation  to  atteft  the  truth 
of  this :  there  being  far  more  convincing  ar- 
guments to  prove  the  Scriptures  divine,  then 
any  man  can  allege  to  prove  his  infpiration 
to  be  fo.  .  And  'tis  fure  a  very  irrational  me- 
thod ,  to  attemt  the  clearing  of  a  doubt ,  by 
fomwhat  which  is  it  felf  more  doubtful. 

59,  A  third  way,  was  \y§  Vrirmn^Thum- 
mimy  which  Writers  tell  us  was  an  Oracle  re- 
fulting  from  the  Letters  ^hich  were  graven 
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in  the  High  Pricfts  Peftaral ,  to  which  in  all 
important  doubts  the  Jews  of  thofe  Ages  re- 
forted ,  and  received  refponfes  ; ;  but  whether  it 
were  by  the  fuddain  prominency ,  or  reiplen- 
dency  of  the  letters ,  or  by  any  other  way ,  is 
not  material  in  this  place  to  enquire:  one 
thing  is  certain,  that  the  Ephod,.  andconfe- 
quently  the  Peftoral  was  in  the  Priefts  cufto- 
dy  y  and  that  he  had  the  adminiftration  of  the 
whole  affair.  Now  I  refer  it  to  confideration^ 
whether  this  one  circumftance  would  not  (to 
thofe  prejudiced  men  I  fpeak  of  )  utterly  eva- 
cuate the  credit  of  the  Oracle.  They  have 
taught  themfelves  to  look  on  Prieft-hood , 
whether  Legal  or  Evangelical,  only  as  a  bet- 
ter name  for  impofture  and  coienage:  and 
they  that  can  accufe  the  Priefts  for  having 
kept  up  a  cheat  for  fo  many  Ages ,  muft  needs 
think  them  fuch  omnipotent  Juglers ,  that  no- 
thing can  be  fence  againft  tneir  Legerde- 
main :  and  by  confequence ,  this  way  of  reve- 
lation would,  rather  foment  their  difplefure. 
at  the  Ecclefiaftics ,  then  fatisfy  their  doubts 
of  the  Scripture. 

69.  Lastly,  for  the  fourth  way ,  that  of 
thunder  and  voice  from  Heaven,  tho  that 
would  be  a  fignal  way  of  conviftion  to  unpre- 
judiced men ,  yet  it  would  probably  have  as 
little  effeft  as  the  reft  upon  the  othcfrs:  men 
that  pretend  to  fuch  deep  reafoning ,  would 
think  it  childifli  to  be  frighted  out  of  their 

opinion 
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Opinion  by  a  clap  of  Thunder;  fom  philo4 
fophical  reafon  fhall  kK  found  out ,  to  latisfy 
thieni  that  'tis  the  cffed  only  of  fom  natural 
caiife,  and  any  the  moft  irtiptobable  ihiall 
fe^rvc  turn  to  fupplant  the  fear  of  its  being  a 
divine  teftimonyto  that  whicli  they  are  fo 
unwilling  flioula  be-  true. .  As  for  thevoicfc 
from  Heaven  y  it  huift  either  be  heard  by  o- 
theirs ,  and  rdafed  to  them ;  pr  elfe  immediatly 
fey.  cheiYxfelvps :  if  thie  foriner^  'twill  lie  under 
the  feme  prejudice  which  the  Bible  already 
do^s:  that  they  have  it  but  by  hear-fay ,  am 
reji^rteirs  would  fail  under  tjic  reproach  ci^ 
therrofdefign  or  frenzy;  that  th?ey  meaiu:to 
deceive  y  or  were  tiiemfclyes  deceived  by  their 
i^wii  di^mper'd  phancy.  But  if  themfdvcs 
iliotlld  be  Auditors; xrf  it;  'tis  bdds  but  thoir 
bottomlefs  jealoufios  in  divine  Matters  woudd 
foggftft-apodTibility  of  fraildv  tho  they  knew 
fjotihow  to  trate  it  i  i  nay  'tis,  more  then  poifi- 
l)ia  that  they  wriU  iiathef!  disbelieve  their  own 
fenfes ;  tten  inlthis  inftance  take  their  tefli- 
laomy  Witli  ail  its  cloiifequences. 

6i  i  M  o  R  is  this  arwild  fuppofition :  for  wfe 
fee  k  poffible  not  only  for  fingle  men ,  but 
mtiltiDu^s  to  vdisbelievc  dkeir  fenfes ,  thro 
an  exccfs  of  credulity;  witnefs  the  doftrin 
iof  I'ranfubflaanitiacldn.  Why .  may  it  not  then 
%e  as  poffitde  for  others  to  do  the  like  thro 
'^  'greaifcr  excefs:oififiGFedulity  ?  Befides ,  mens 
^cpolTeflions  and  lafieftions  have  a  ftrangc 

influence 
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influence  on  their  Faith:  men  many  times 
will  not  fufFerthemfelves  to  believe  the  moft 
credible  things ,  if  they  crols  their  inclina- 
tion. How  ptten  do  we  fee  irregular  patients 
that  will  not  believe  any  thing  that  their  ap- 
petite craves,  will  do  them  hurt,  tho  their 
Phyficians,  nay,  their  own  even fenfitivcex^ 
perience  atteft  it  to  them  ?  And  can  we  think 
that  a  difeasM  mind,  gafping  with  an  Hy^ 
dropic  thirft  after  the.plefures  of  fin  *  will  ever 
affent  to  thofe  premifes ,  whofe  conclufiojd  will 
engage  to  die  renouncing  thcnr?  Will  not  a 
luxurious  voluptuous  pcnon  be  willing  rather 
to  give  his  ears  the  lie ,  to  disbelieve  what  he 
hears ,  then  permit  them  more  deeply  to  dif- 
oblige  his  otner  fenfes ,  by  bringing  in  thofe 
reftraints  and  mortifications  which  the  Sai* 
pture  would  impofe  upon  them  ? 

6x.  Thus  xye  fee  how  little  probability 
there  is ,  that  any  of  thefe  waies  or  revelation 
would  convince  thefe.  incredulous  men.  And 
indeed,  thofe  that  will  not  believe xipon fuch 
inducements  as  may  fatisfy  men  of  lober  rea- 
fon,  will  hardly  fubmit  to  ally  other  method , 
according  to  that  Afiertion  of  Father  jihra- 
ham;  If  they  hear  not  yioits  and  the  Trt^hets^ 
neither  will  they J^perfwaded^  tho  one  roje from 
the  dead  J  Ljik.  16.31.  Now  at  this  rate  of 
.infidelity ,  what  way  wijl  they  leave  God  to 
manifeft  any  thing  convincingly  to  the 
world?  which  is  to  put  him  under  an  impo- 

tency 
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tency  greater  then  adheres  to  humanity  : 
for  we  men  have  power  to  communicate  our 
minds  to  others,  tell  whether  to  we  own  fiich 
or  fuch  a  thing  ,  to  which  we  are  intitled;  ^ 
and  we  can  fatisfy  our  Auditors  that  it  is  in- 
deed  we  that  fpeak  to  them  :  but  if  every 
method  God  ufes  ,  do's  rather  increafe  then 
fatisfy  mens  doubts  ,  all  ihtercourfe  between 
<jod  and  man  is  intercepted  ;  and  he  muft 
do  that  .of  necefTity ,  which  Epicurus  phzncicd 
he  did  of  choice  ;  viz.  keep  himfelf  uncon- 
cern'd  in  the  affairs  of  mortals  ,  as  having  no 
way  of  communicating  with  them.  Nay 
(  what  is  yet ,  if  poflible ,  more  abfurd)  he  muft 
be  fuppos'd  to  have  put  the  works  of  his  Crea- 
tion out  of  his  own  reach ,  to  have  given  men 
difcourfive  faculties  ,  and  left  himfelf  no 
way  of  addrefs  to  them. 

d 3 .  T  H  E  s  E  inferences  how  horridfy  fd- 
ev?r  they  found ,  yet  I/ee  not  how  they  can  be 
difclaim'd  by  thofe  /who  are  unfatisfied  with 
all  thofe  waies  by  which  God  hath  hitherto 
revel'd  himfelf  to  the  world.  For  can  it  be 
imagined  ,  that  God  who  created  man  a  rea- 
fonable  creature ,  that  himfelf  might  be  glo- 
rified in  his  free  and  rational  obedience  ; 
(  when  all  other  creatures  obey  upon  impulfe 
andinftinft)  can  it,  I  fay,  be  imagined,  that 
he  ihould  fo  remifly  purlue  his  own  defign ,  as 
to  let  fo  many  Ages  pafs  fmce  the  Creation , 
and  never  to  acquaint  mankind  with  the 

H  parti- 
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particulars  wherein  that  obedience  was  to  be 
excrcis'd.  This  fure  w  ere  fo  difagreeable  to 
his  w  ifdom  and  goodnefs ,  that  it  cannot  be 
cliarg'd  upon  his  will :  and  confequently 
they  who  own  not  that  he  has  made  any  fuch 
revelation  ,  muft  tacitly  tax  him  of  impo- 
tence ,  that  he  could  not  do  it.  But  if  any 
man  will  fay  he  has,  and  yet  rejeft  all  this 
which  both  Jews  and  Chri^ians  receive  as 
fuch ,  let  hini  produce  his  teftimonies  for  the 
otliers.,  or  rather  (to  retort  his  ownmefure) 
his  demonftrations.  And  then  let  it  appear 
whetlier  his  Scheme  of  doftriii  ,  or  ours , 
will  need  the  greater  aid  of  that  eafy  credu- 
lity he  reprochcs  us  With. 

64.   I   have   now  gon  thro  the  method  I 
propofed  for  evincing  the  Divine  Original 
of  the  Scriptures ,   and  Ihall  riot  defcend  to 
examin  tliofe   more  minute   and  particular 
Cavils   which    profane    men    make  againft 
them;  the  proof  of  this ,  virtually  fuperfeding 
all  thofe.   For  if  it  be  rieafonable  to  believe  it 
the  Word  of  God,  it  muft  be  reafonable  alfo 
to  believe  it  of  perfeftion  proportionable  to 
:he  Author ,  and  then  certainly  it  muft  be  ad- 
anc'd  beyond  all  our  obje^ipns.     For  to 
^hofe  who  exceptto  the  ftile ,  the  incoherence , 
the  contradictions  or  whatever  elfe  in  Scri- 
pture ;  I  fliall  only  ask  this  one  queftion  ;  whe- 
ther it  be  not  much  more  poflible  that  they 
.  ( who  can  pretend  to  be  nothing  above  fal- 
lible 
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lible  men)  may  misjudg,  then  tliat  the  infal- 
lible God  iliould  dicffare  any  thing  juftly  lia- 
ble to  thofe  charges  :  I  am  fure  they  muft  de- 
part as  much  from  Reafon  as  Religion,  to 
affirm  tlie  (Contrary,  But  alas ,  inftead.of  this 
implicit  fubmiiTjon  to  Gods  Word ,  men. take, 
up  explicit' prejudices  againft  it  ;  condemn  it 
without  ever  exramining  the  truth  of  the  Al- 
legatioil.  Tis  certain  ,  that  in  a  writing  of 
fuch  Antiquity,  whofe  original  Language  has 
IdiomijandPhrafes  fo  peculiar,  whofe  Coun- 
try had  ciiftoms  fo  differing  Jrom  the  reft  of 
the  world  ;  'tis  impoflible  to  judg  of  it  with- 
out reference  to  all  thofe  circumftances.  Add 
to  this  y  that  the  Hebrew  has  bin  a  dead  Lan- 
guage' for  well  nigh  two  thoufand  years ,  no- 
where in  common  ufe :  nor  is  there  any  other 
ancient  Bdok  now  extant  in  it ,  befides.  thofe ; 
yet  not  all  neither ,  of  the  Old  Teftanjent. 

65:.  Now  of  thofe  m any  who  defame  Holy 
Writ,'  how  few  are  there  that  have  the  indu- 
ftryto  inquire  into  thofe  particulars?  And 
when  for  want  of  knowledg  »  fom  paflages 
ieem  improper ,  or  perhaps  cojitradiftory  ^; 
tllie  ISfripture  muft  bear  the  blame  of  .their 
igndrariie  ,  and  be  accus^  as  abfur.^J  and  un- 
inte^igiMe,  becaufe  themfelves  are  ;ftupid 
ind '  negligent.  It  were  therefore  methinks 
but  a.re^fonable  propofal,  that jtk) man Ihould 
arraign  it, ^^  till  they  have  ufed  all  hpli^  dili- 
gence, taken  iii  all  probable  hclfs'foftheun- 
"  H  X  derftand- 
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derilanding  it :  and  if  this  might  be  obtained, 
I  beheve  mpft  of  its  AccufersVouldlike  thofe 
of  die  woman  in  the  Gofpel,  y^.  Ji-9-  dropa- 
way,  as  confcious  of  their  own  incompeten- 
cy: the  loudeft  ovit-cries  that  are  made  a- 
gainft  it ,  being  commonly  of  thofe  who  fall 
upon  it  only  as  -a  fafhionablc  theme  of  dif- 
courfe ,  and  hope  to  accjuire  thcmfelves  the 
reputation  pf  wits  by  thus  charging  Godfoo- 
limiy.  But  he  that  would  candidly  and  up- 
rightly endeavor  to  comprehend  before  he 
judges ,  and  %o,  that  end  induftrioufly  ufe  diofe 
means  which  the  providence  of  God  by  the 
labors  of  pious  men  hath  afforded  him ,  \vill 
certdinly  find  caufe  to  acquit  the  Scripture 
of  thofe  imputations  which  our  bold  Critics 
have  caft  upon  it.  I  do  not  fay  that  he  fliall 
have  all  the  obfcurities  of  it  perfeftly  clear 'd 
to  him ;  but  he  fliall  have  fo  many  01  them  as 
is  for  his  real  advantage,  and  fliall  difcern 
fuch  reafons  why  the  reft  remain  unfathom- 
able, as  may  make  him  not  only  juftify,  but 
celebrate  the  wifdom  of  the  Author. 

66.  Yet  this  is  to  be  expected  only  upon 
the  fore-mention'd  condition  i  viz.  that  he 
come  with  fi^cere  and  honeft  intentions ;  for 
as  for  him  that  comes  to  die  Scripture  with 
defign,  andwifliesto  find  matter  of  cavil  and 
accufations ;  there  is  little  doubt  but  that 
fpirit  of  impiety  and .  profanefs  which  fent 
him  thidier ,  will  meet  him  there  as  a  fpirit 

of 
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of  delufion  and  occccation.  That  Prince  of 
the  Air  will  /caft  fuch  mifts ,  raife  fuch  black 
vapors ;  that  as  the  Apoftle  fpcaks ,  the  ligh0 

,  of  the  glorious  Gojpel  of  Chrijijhallnotjhine  unt 
to  him,  X  Cor. 4. 5';  Indeed  wfere  fuch  a  man 
left  only  to  the  natural  efficacy  of  prejudice  4 

-tliat  is  of  it  felf  fb  blinding ,  10  infatuating  a 
thing,  as  commonly  fprtines  againft  all  cont 
viftiori.  We  fee  it  in  all  the  common  in* 
fiances  of  life ;  mens  very  fenfes  are  often  eh- 
llav'd  by  it:  the  prepofTeflion  of  a  ftrong 
phancy  will  make  the  objefts  of  fight  or  hear^^ 
ing  appear  quite  different  from,  what  they 
are.  But  in  the  prefent  cafe ,  when  thiis  IhaJU 
be  iaidded  to  Satanical  illufioris,  and  both  left 
to  their  operations  by  Gods  withrdrawing  hite 
illuminating  grace,  the  cafe  of  fiich.a  man 
anfwers  that  defcription  of  the  Scripture :  They 
have  eiesandfee  not ,  ears  have  they  and  hear 
not,  Rom.  1 1. 8.  And  that  God  will  fo  withdraw 
his  grace ,  we  have  all  reafon  to  believe ;  he 
having  promised  it  only  to  the  meek;  tothofe 
who  come  with  malleable  dudile  foirits ;  to 
learn ,  not  to  deride  or  cavil.  Saint  ^eter  tells 
us ,  that  the  unlearned  and  unftable  wreft  the 
Scripture  to  their  own  deftruSiion ,  x  Pet.  3-15'. 
And  if  God  permit  fuch  to  do  fo ,  much  more 
will  he  the  proud  malicious. 

67.  I  fay  not  this,  to  deter  any  from  the 
ftudy  of  Holy  Scripture ,  but  only  to  caution 
them  to  bring  a  due  preparation  of  mind  a? 

^  long 
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long  with  them;  Gods  Ward  being  like  a  ge- 
lierous  foveraign  medicament ;  which  if  {im- 
ply and  regularly  taken ,  is  of  the  greateft  be- 
nefit ;  but  if-  mixt  with  poifon ,  ferves  only  to 
make  that  more  fatally  operative.  To^  conr 
elude  ,  hi?  that  would  have  his  doubts  folv'd 
jconcerning Scripture,  let  him  follow  the  me- 
drad  our  bleffed  Lord  has  defcrib'd  :  Let 
himdatbewiliofGody  and  then  he  Jhall  know  of 
thedo£frin,i^hetberitie(fGod^  Jo.  7.  17.  Let 
iiim;  bring  with  him  a  probity  of  mind,,  a  wil- 
lingnefs  to  aflent  to  all  convi^ons  he  /ball 
thdre  meet  with :  aAd  then  he  will  find  grounds 
ftifficient  to  ailUre  him  that  it  is  Gods-Word^ 
and  confequently  to  be  received  with  all  the 
fubmiffion  and  reverence ,  that  its  being  fo 
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SECT.     HI. 

'  <      » 

neJkhjeB  matter  treated  of  in  the  HqI'^ 

Serif  tare  «  excellent ,  as  is  Mfo 

its  end  and  defign. 

WE  bavj6  hitherto  confider'd  the  holy 
Scripture  only  under  one  notion,  as  it 
is  the  Word  of  God  ;  we  come  now  tor  view 
it  in  the  fubjeft  matter  of  it :  the  feveral  parts 
whereof  it  confifts  j  which  are  fo  various  and 
comprehenfive ,  as  fhews  the  whole  is  derived 
from  him  who  is  all  in  all,  i  Cor.  191,  28..  But 
that  we  may  not  fpeak  only  loofely ,  and  at 
rovers,  we  will  take  this  excellent  frame  in 
pieces  ,  and  confider  its  moft  eminent  parts 
diftinftly.  Now  the  parts  of  Holy  Writ  feem 
to  branch  themfelves  into  thefe  feverals.  Firft , 
the  Hiftorical  ;  fecondly  ,  the  Prophetic ;, 
thirdly,  the  Do(ftrinal ;  fourthly,  thePrece^ 
ptive;  fifthly ,  the  Minatory ;  fixthly,  the  Pro- 
miflbry.  Thefe  are  the  feveral  veins  in  this 
rich  Mine ,  in  which  he  who  induftrioufly  ta- 
bors, will  find  the  Pfalmift  was  not  out  in  his 
eftimate.,  when  he  pronounces  diem  nwre  to 
be  defir'd  then  gold,  yea ,  then  much  fine  g<ild\ 
Pfal.  19.10. 
2.  To  fpeak  firft  of  the  Hiftprical  port; 

the 


64         The  Chriftians  Birth-right^  ®  r. 

■  11  ■■■  ■■   ■  ■■■■        I    .III      .     .  > '        t 

the  things  which  chiefly  recommend  a  Hi- 
ftory  are  the  dignity  of  the  fubjeft ,  the  truth 
of  the  relation  ,  and  thofe  plefant  or  profita- 
ble obfervations  which  are  interwoven  with 
it  And  firft,  for  the  dignity  of  the  fubjeft, 
the  Hiftory  of  the  Bible  muft  be  acknowledg- 
ed to  excel  all  others  :  thofe  ihew  the  rife  • 
and  progrefs  of  fom  one  people  or  Empire ; 
this  ihews  us  the  original  of  the  whole  \Jni- 
verfe ;  and  particularly  of  man ,  for  whofe  ufe 
and  benefit  the  whole  Creation  was  defignM. 
By  this  mankind  is  brought  into  acquain- 
tance with  it  felf  ;  made  to  know  the  ele- 
ments of  its  conftitution  ,  and  taught  to  put , 
z  differing  value  upon  that  Spirit  which  was 
breathed  into  it  Ir^  God ,  Gen.  t.j.  and  the  flelh 
whofe  foundation  is  in  the  duft ,  Job  4. 1 9.  And 
when  this  Hiftorical  part  of  Scripture  con- 
trafts  and  draws  into  a  narrow  channel ,  when 
it  records  the  concerns  but  of  one  Nation , 
yet  it  was  that  which  God  had  dignified  a- 
bove  all  the  reft  of  the  world ,  markt  it  outior 
his  own  peculiar  ;  made  it  the  repofitory  of 
his  truth  ,  aud  the  vifible  ftock  from  whence 
the  Meflias  Ihould  come ,  in  whom  all  the  Na- 
tions of  the  earth  were  to  be  bkffed.  Gen.  18.18. 
fo  that  in  this  one  people  of  the  Jews ,  was  vir- 
tudly  infolded  the  hieheft  and  moft  impor- 
jcant  interefts  of  the  whole  world ;  and  it  muft 
be  acknowled'gd  ,  no  Story  could  have  a  no- 
bler fubjeft  to  treat  of. 


\ 


Sect.III.  Sttbje5i  Matter  of  Holy  Scripture.    6^ 

3.  Secondly,  as  to  the  truth  of' the  re- 
lation ,  tho  to  thofe  who  own  it  Gods  Word 
thefCv  needs  no  other  proof;  yet  it  wants 
not  human  Arguments  to  confirm  it.  The* 
mod  undoubted  fymptom  of  fmcerity  in  an 
Hiftoriaii  is  impartiahty.  Now  this  is  very 
eminent  in  Scripture  writers :  they  do  hot 
record  others  faults ,  and  baulk  their  own ; 
but  indifferently  accufe  themfelves  as  well  as^ 
others.  Mofes  mentions  his  own  diffidence 
and  unwillingnefs  to  go  on  Gods  meflage , 
£';c.4. 13.  his  provocation  of  God  at  the  wa- 
ters oi  Meribah,  Num.xp.  Jonah  records  his 
own  fullcn  behavior  towards  God ,  with  as 
great  aggravations  as  any  of  his  enemies 
could  have  don.  ^eter  in  his  diftating  Saint 
Hilar ks  Gofpel,  Neither  omits  nor  extenuates 
his  fiji ;  all  he  feems  to  fpeak  ihort  in ,  is  his 
repentance.  Saint  ^aul  regifters  himfelf  as 
the  greateft  of  finners.  ^ 

4.  And  as  they  were  not  indulgent  to 
their  own  perfonal  faults ,  fo  neither  did  any 
nearnefs  of  relation ,  any  refpcft  of  quality 
bribe  them  to  a  coilcelement:  Mofes  relates 
the  offence  of  his  filler  Miriam  i]^  muti-' 
ning.  Num^  1 2.  i.  of  his  brother  Aaron  in  the 
matter  of  the  Calf,  Ex^^i./^.  with  as  little 
difguife  as  that  oi  Korah  and  hife  company. 

'  ^avid  y  tho  a  King ,  hatlrhis  adutttfry  and  mur- 
der difolaied- in  the  blafekfeft  chara^r^  and^ 
King  Hezekiahs  little -V^^iy  Xrf-ifidwing  his 

I  trefures» 
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trefures,  do's  not  efcape  a  remark.  Nay >  even 
the  reputation  of  their  Nation  could  not 
biafs  the  facred  Writers  ;  but  they  freely  tax. 
their  crimes  :  the  Ifraelites  murmurings  in 
the  wildernefs  ,  their  Idolatries  in  Canaan  y 
arc  fet  down  witliout  any  palliation  or  ex- 
cufc.  And  fhey  are  as  frequently  branded 
for  their  ftubbornefs  and  ingratitude  ,  as  the 
Canaanites  are  for  their  aoominations.  So 
that  certainly  no  Hillory  in  die  world  do's 
better  atteft  its  truth  by  this  evidence  of  im- 
partiality. 

J.  I N  the  lad  place  it  commends  it  felf 
both  by  the  plefure  and  profi.t  it  yields. 
The  rarity  of  thofe  events  it  reciords,  furprizes 
the  mind  with  a  delightful  admiration  ;  and 
that  mixture  of  fage  difcourfes  ,  and  well- 
coucht  Parables  wherewith  it  abounds  ,  do's 
at  once  pleafe  and  inftruft.  How  ingenuoufly 
Zft^Zl^ Nathans  Apologue  to  l^avid,  where- 
by with  holy  artifice  he  enfnar'd  him  into  re- 
pentance ?  And  it  remains  ftill  matter  of  in- 
ftruAion  to  us ,  to  ihew  lis  with  what  unequal 
fcales  we  arc  apt  to  weigh  the  fame  crime  in 
others  and  our  felves.  So  alfo  that  long  train 
of  fmart  calamities  which  fucceeded  bis  fin , 
is  fet  out  with  fuch  particularity ,  that  it  feems 
to  be  cxaftly  the  crime  reverft.  His  own  luft 
with  Bathfheba  ,  was  anfwer'd  witli  Ammms 
towards  Thamar  i  his  inurder  of  Friah  with 
that  of  Amnon  i  his  tredberous  contrivance 

of 
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of  that  murder ,  ysfii\\  Abfoloms  ttzitttovis  con- 
{piracy  againft  him.  So  that  every  circum- 
ftance  of  nis  punilhment  ,  was  the  very  echo 
and  reverberation  of  his  guilt.  A  muhitudc 
of  the  like  inftances  might  be  produced  out 
of  holy  Writ ;  all  concurring  to  admonifti  us^ 
that  God  exactly  marks  ,  and  will  repay  our 
crimes  ;  and  that  commonly  with  fuch  pro- 
priety ,  that  we  need  no  other  clue  to  guide 
us  to  the  caufe  of  our  fufFerings ,  then  the  very 
fufFcrings  themfelves.  Indeed  innumerable 
are  the  profitable  obfervations  arifing  from 
theliiftorical  part  of  Scripture  ,  that  flow  fa 
cafily  and««nconftrain'd  ,  that  nothing  biit 
a  ftupid  inadvertence  in  the  teader  can  make 
him  baulk  them  :  thetefore  'twould  be  im- 
pertinent here  to  ipultiply  inftances . 

6.   Let  us  next  confider  the  propheticpart 
of  Scripture ,  and  we  fliall  find  it  no  lefs  ex- 
cellent in  its  kind.    The  prophetic  Books  arc 
for  the  moft  part  made  up  (  as  the  pro]^hetic 
■  Office  was)  of  two  parts  ;  prediftion  and  in- 
ftruftion.     When  God  rais'd  up  Prophets, 
'twas  not  only  to  acquaint  men  wiri^  future 
events  ,   but  to  reform  their  prefent  man- 
ners ;  and  therefore  as  they  are  cailed'Seers 
i  in  one  refpecft ,  fo  they  are  Watdi-men  and 
•Shepherds  in  another.    Nay ,  indeed  tJie  for- 
mer was  often  fubfervient  to  -the'other  as  to 
the  nobler  end ;  llEfei*  gift  6^f  iDre-telling  was 
to  gaiii>them  autonty  ,.  to -Be  as  it  were  the 
^  I  ^  feal 
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fcal  of  their  commiffioii ;  to  convmee  men 
that  th^y  were  fent  from  God:  and  fo  to  ren- 
der tliem  the  more  pliant  to  their  reproofs 
and  admonitions.  And  the  very  matter  of 
their  prophecies  was  ufually  adapted  to  this 
end:  the  denouncing  of  judgements  being 
the  moft  frequent  theme ,  and  that  defign'd 
to  bring  men  to  repentance ;  as  appears  ex- 
perimentally in  the  cafe  of  Nineveh.  And  in 
this  latter  parr  of  their  office ,  the  Prophets 
aded  with  the  greateft  incitation  and  vehe- 
.mence. 

7.  .  Wi  TH  what  liberty .  and  zeal  do's  Elijah 
arraign  Ahab  of  Kaboths  murder ,  and  fore- 

'  tel  the  fatal  event  df  it ,  without  any  fear 
.  of  hi$  power ,  or  reverence  of  his  grcatnefs  ? 
And  Samuel  y  when  he  delivers  Saul  the  fatal 
meflage  of  his  rejection,  do's  paflfionately 
and  convincingly  expoftulate  with  him  con- 
cerning his  fin,  I  Sam.  ly.  I7*  Now  the  very 
fame  Spirit  ftill  breaths  in  all  the  prophetic 
Writings :  the  feme  truth  of  predidion;  and 
the  f;Mne  zeal  againft  vice.  , 

8.  First  for  the  prediftions ,  ^what  fignal 
completions  do  we  findr?  How  exaftlyarcall 
the  deAtuiciations  of  judgments  fulfilled, where 
repentance  has  not  intervened?  He  that  j 
reads  the  18.  chap,  of  Det^t.  and  compares  it 
with  the  Jews  calamities ,  both  under  the 
Aflyrians  and  Babylonians,  and  e%ecially  I 
under  th^  Romans,    would  tbinkuth^r  op- 

.V   :  preflbrs     j 
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prefTors.  had  confulted  it ,  and  tranfcribr'd 
their  feverities  thence.  And  even  thcfe  Na- 
tions ,  who  were  the  inftrum^nts  of  accon^-f 
plifliii^  thofe  difmal  prefages ,  had  their  own 
ruins  foretold,  and. as  punftually  executed! 
And^  in  Kingdoms  and  Nations,  fo  to  pia-? 
vate  perfons  none  of  the  prophetic  thr^r 
nings  ever  retttrn'd  emty.  The  ientencc 
pronounced  againft  Ahab ,  Jezebel,  and  their 
pofterity ,  was  fulfill^deven  to  the^oft  minute 
circumuances  of  place  and  manner ;  as  i$ 
evident  by  comparing  the  denunciation .  of 
Elijah ,  I  Kings  it .  19.  X3 .  with  thbir  tragical 
ends  recorded^  ia  the  foJUowiog  chapters.  Aik} 
as  for  Jehu ,  w^ofe  feryice  Gbd  was  pleafe^ 
to  ufe-:in  that  execution,  tlio  he  rewarded  it 
with  entailing  tlic  crown  of  IJruel  on  hiw 
for  four  defccnts;  yet  he  fore-^told  thoi^ 
ihdtild  he  the  Hniits ,  andacQordii^ly  we  £tnd 
Za^chariahy  the  fourth^  defcendent  ot  his  lii^.» 
was  the  lafl  of  it  that  fate  ion. that  throne, 
a  Krngs^  15.  iG.  So  alfo  th^  ^  deftruiftion  of 
AebitQpbel  and  Judiis ,  the  one  immediat , 
the  other  mstn^ihundfed  years  remote,  ^^ 
forc-toild  by  Da^fid  ,  Pfal.  J09,  and'We  fiiid 
exaftly  anlwer -d  in  the.  event:     ..  \   , ; 

9.  Nor  was>this:4xadncfs  cojifin'doijdy  tp 
die  ferere  predi<9:iori$  ,x  but  as  emiiient  in  the 
more  gracious.  All!  the  blefSiw^  which  Qod 
hyshijBifelf,  bfcith<t  Minifb:V:Ot'his>  Prophets 
promi;$'d ,    wjcm^  ^ill^  in&lljjd^r  made  good* 

At 
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At  the  time  of  life  God  returned  and  vifited 
S^irah  with  conception,  notwithftanding 
thofe  natural  improbabilities  whi.ch  made 
her  not  only  diftruft,  but  even  deride  and 
laugh  at  the  promife ,  Gen.  18.  The  pofterity 
of  that  Son  of  Promife ,  the  whole  race  of 
J^ahati^  was  delivered  from  the  Egyptian 
bondage,  andpo(IeftofCia:>!ria:^«,  attheprecife 
time  which  God  had  long  before  {ignined  to 
Abraham^  Gen.  if.  So  likewife  the  return  of 
the  Jews  JFrom  the  Babylonilh  captivity,  was 
fore-told  many  years  before  their  deporta- 
tion, and  C^us  named  for  their  reAorcr, 
li^fore  he  had  either  name  or  being  fave  only 
In  Gods  prefcience.  If.  44.  28.  But  I  need 
iiot  multk)ly  inllances  of  national  or  perfo- 
4ial  promilcs.  The  eadkft ,  and  moft  compre- 
iie«ifive  promife  of  all'  was  that  of  the  Mef- 
4ft^ ;  in  whom  ^U  peribns  and  Katums  of  the 
&f»ipld  were  to  he  hkfi ,  Gen;  %%i  11.  that  feed 
4f  the  wMtaM  that  Jbrnld  hrwfe  the  Serpents 
head\  Gen*  3  ^  i  f .  To  him  give  aUthe  Prophets 
j&itnefi  4  as  Saint  Teter  oblerves ,  A£is  i  o .  And 
lie  who  was  th^iub^ed,  noade  himfelf  alfo  the 
'eic^ounder '  oC  thofe  prophecies  in  his  walk 
to  Emmaus  with  the  two  Difdiples ,  Lu.  X4. 1 3 . 
i^^nnmg  a$ytait%  r  a^Mtthe  Trophets  ^  he 
fxfwnaed  hthm  m  aU^  the  Scripiwfs.^  the 
tbi^g^  i^oneermng  hinifilfS 

io.  THiiS' as  it  wai  infiiddy  the  gireateft 
^kiifing  a^rded  mankind  >  ib  was  it  toe  moft 
'^-  frc^ 
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frequently  and  eminently  predifted ;  andthftc 
with  the  moil:  exad  particularity  as  to  aUtbe 
circumftances.  His  immaculate  conception » 
the  tmion  of  his  two  natures  implied  in  his 
name  Immanueh  Behold  a  virgin  jhaU  conceive 
and  bear  a  fm ,  andjhall  call  his  name  Immanuet} 
is  moft  plainly  fore-told  by  If.  chap.  7. 14. 
Nay ,  the  very  place  of  his  birth  fopunftually 
fore-told ,  that  the  Priefts  and  Scribe*  could 
readily  refolve  Hends  queftion  upon  the 
ftreneth  of  the  Prophecy,  and  ailure  him 
Chril;  muft  be  horn  in  Bethlehem ,  Mat.  x.  j .  As 
for  the  whole  bufi^eis  and  defign  of  his  life » 
we  find  it  fo  defcrib'd  hy  Ifaiah^  ch&p.6i« 
as  Chrift  himfelf  owns  it,  Luk.4.18.  The 
Jpirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  fne^  becatife  he  hath 
apj^ointed  me  to  freach  good  tidings  to  the  meek  i 
he  hath  fent  me  to  bind  uf  the  brokenhearted^  to 
proclaim  liberty  to  the  capives ,  and  recwatr- 
/»^  of  fight  to  the  blinds  tofet  at  liberty  them 
that  are  brut  fed  ^  to  fr  each  the  acceptable  year 
of  the  Lord. 

II.  If  we  look  farther  to  his  deaths  the 
greateft  part  of  the  Old  Teftament  has  a 
direft  afpeft  on  it.  All  the  Levitical  oeco* 
nomy  ot  Sacrifices  and  Ablutions  were  but 
prophetic  Rites ,  and  ocular  Prediftions  of 
that  one  expiatory  Oblation,  Nay ,  mcift  of 
Gods  providential  diipenfaitions  to  the  Jews , 
carried  in  thpm  types  and  prefigtiratrans  of 
this.  Their  refcue  from  E^t^  the  ^n-: 
.  '  kJing 
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kling  of  blood  to  fecure  them  from  the,  de- 
ftroying  Angel ;  the  Manna  with  which  they 
were  fed,  the  Rock  which  fupplied  them 
water:  dhefe  and  many  more  referred  to 
Chrifl,  as  their  final  and  higheft  fignifica- 
tion- 

ix/BuT  befides  th«fe  darker  adumbra* 
tion,  we  have  (as  the  Apoftle  fpeaks ) ^ «!«^^ 
fiirt  word  of  prophecy.  Saint  Teter  in  his  calcu- 
lation begins  with  Mofes^  takes  Samuel^  and 
the  whole  fucceflion  of  Prophets  after  him , 
as  bearing  witnefs  to  this  great  event  of 
Chrifts  pamon ,  A£is  4,  %z.  24.  And  indeed  he 
chat  reads  the  Prophets  confideringly  ^  fhall 
find  it  fo  pun(Aiially  defcrib'd ,  that  the  Evan- 
gelills  do. not  much  more^fully  inftruft  him 
in  the  circumflances  of  ii.^anielztMs  us  his 
death ,  as  to  the  kind  of  it ,  was  to  be  violent : 
The  MeJfiahJlMU  be  cut  off;  and  as  to  the  de- 
fignofit,  ^v^^%notforlnmfelf^  Dan. 9. z5. But 
the  Prophet  Ifaiah  gives  us  more  then  a  bare 
negative  account  of  it;  ^d  ejcprefly  faies, 
"he  was  wounded  for  our  tranhreffions ,  he  was 
kruifed  for  our  iniquities  i  the  chaftijfement  of 
our  Peace  was  on  him ,  and  by  hisftrifes  we  were 
healed^  chap.  53 .  j.  And  again ,  ver- 10.  Thou 
Jhalt  make  his  foul  an  offering  for  Jin ;  and  ver. 
II.  ffp^ right eofis Servant  Jh All juftify many  y  for 
hejhallbear  their  iniquities.  Nor  is ,  Job  an  I- 
dumean ,  much  fhort  of  even  this  Evangelical 
Prophet ,  in  that  Ihort  Creed  of  hi$ ,  wherein  he 
;  owns 
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Qwas  hint  as  his  Redeemer .,  /  kww.  that  m 
Redeem^ Jheth,:^c  Job.  1^^^  »     , 

13.  A;?x)  4?  the  end ,  fo  the  cifcu^i^^tanees 
QJ  his  fufterings  are  moft  pf  them  under  pre-  ' 

diftidri :  His .  ext«»fion  upon  the  Cxpfs  is  men^ 
tion^d  hy  t^ie  f^falmift :,  They  per ce/lmy  hands  ^ 
and  my  feet;  I  nMyiellaU  n^  banes  .VigX.  %%. 
1^.17.  As  for  his  iriwarii  dolors,  they  .are  itt 
that  Pfaki  fo,  pathetically  def^^ 
'Chrift  dvifo^  that  very  form  to  breath  thepji 
'out  in :  My  Gkd ,  my  Cod ,  wjyy  hafi  iJb&^^QrS^k^^ 
mel  ver.Ji  So  his  re^ile^  4^4  ^fo  tr^nfcribc 
part  ot.tJiejr  jreproct^  Yiir^i.-JF^etru- 

Jfed  in  Go/s,  l^i  bini  afli^^r  Mm.  n(^  (/f  j^f  W|^ 
have  him ,  ,.^at.;  x^^  43 .  Tliat  viniigaT  whicn 
was  offered  hiip  oa  4j^  .Cfofs^  wd?,  ai:oinple- 
tipn  of  a  prophecy ^.^^^ 

vinegar Jpdnnk,  ^;69.,?.i;.  th^  piejei^igof  ' 
his  fidevVas^exptefly  fore^tpld  t^^  j^ofhary.i 
they  JhalL  look  on  hini^whom  they  tim^espierced ^ 
Zach.  10.  IX.  The  co^npany  iii  whi<3h  iie  fuf- 
fet^d  and  tlie  interment  he  hady  ^^^^^  ^^" 
timat^d  by  IJiuah :  he  rnfide  tns  ir(^^th  the 
wicked ,  and  witlhh^  rich  in  his  deatt^^}^^.  5'3 . 9. 
Nay ,  eyct^ .  the  difpoipil  of  1  his.  g^i^gq^s  was 
not  withput .  a  jprpphepy  ^  7^>y  ^ari^jft^^  gar^ 
ments  amtm^  them  > ^ana  ^f^np^'^efi0e^^ 
cafi  lots],  ^Pi.ix.  18.  Heiceate  a  cbw  o^'wit- 
nefles ,  which  as  they  i^py?  emii^£:Qi:w  tqatt^ 
the  truth  of  Chriftiaa "  R^IigioiT:  .^$^  tK^ 
to  evince  ithe  cxpe^My;,  pf(  %^^\$cty 
^   V  ^  ^  j)ture^ 
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pture ,  as  to  the  veritv  of  the  prophetic  part. 
14.  As  to  the  aamonitory  part  of  the 
prophetic  Writings,  they  are  in  their  kind 
no  way  inferior  t6  the  other.  The  reproofs 
^re  autoritative  and  convincing.  What 
piercing  exprobrations  do  we  find  of  Ifraels 
ingratitude  ?  How  often  are  they  upbraided 
with  the  bettei:  examples  of  the  brute  crea- 
tures?  with  the  Ox  and  the  A(s  by  Ifaiah\ 
chap.  I.  3.  with  the  Stork  and  the  Crane » 
and  the  Swalloy ,  by  Jeremiah ,  chap.  8.  y.  Nay , 
the  conllancy  of  the  Heathen  to  riieir  falfe 
gods  is  inftanc'd  to  reproch  their  revolt 
from  the  true.  Hath  a  rlatioff  changed  their 
gods  which  yet  are  no  gods!  but  my  People  have 
changed  their  ^oryfor  thai  which  aothnotfro- 
^t ,  Jer J  X.  1 1 .  What  awful , .  what  majeftic  re- 
prei^ntatiohs  do  w6  find  of  Gods  power ,  to 
awake  their,  dread]  Fear  ye  not^ me , faith  the 
Lprd^  wilf ye  not  tremble  at  my  fre/ence  i  who 
have  placed  the  fdnd  for  the  bounds  of  the  fea 
by  aftfj^ual decree,  that  it  cannot pafs aver: 
and  thb  the  waves  thereof  tofs  themfelves  ,  yet 
fan  theyndtyr&vaily'  thot^eyroar ,  yet  can  they 
not. pap  over  itl'  Jerl  ix.  And  ^gziriv  Thus  faith 
the  high  and  lofiy  one  that  inhabit eth  eternity, 
whofe  name  is  holy :  I  dwell  in  the  high  and  holy 
'^lace'l  If.  V/.  I  J.  So.  we  find  him  defcrib'd  as 
^aGod glorious  inhotikefs,  fearful  in fraifes  y  do* 
'ingw^Srt,  Ex.  15'.  Sit:  f  hefe  and  many  o- 
thet  the  iikt  height^,  of  divine  eloquence  we 
'        ''  "'"  meet 
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meet  with  in  the  prophetic  Writifigs :.  wliich 
cannot  but  ftrike  us  with  an  awful  irev^rence 
of  the  divitte  Power • 

15.  Nor  are  they,  lefs  pathetic  in  the 
gentler  ftrains.  What  inftanc6  is  there  of  the 
greateft  tendemefs  and  love ,  which  God  ha# 
not  adopted  to  exprefs  his  by?  HeperfOnates 
all  the  neareft  and  mod  endearing  relations  1 
that  of  a  Husband ;  /  will  marry  thee,  to  mjf 
felf^  Hof.z.  19.  of  a  Fjitbpr;  I  am  a  Father 
tol{t2LcU  and Ephtzimi^mjifirji horn:  flay,^d 
vies  bowels  with  the  tender  fex ,  and  makes 
if  more  poffible  for  a  mother  to  renounce  het 
compajfions  towards  the  Jon  of  her  wontb^  i^tiA, 
for  him  to  with^driw  hi? ,  Ifa.  49.  ij.  By  ill 
thefe  endearments ,  thefe  cords  of  a  man ,  theji 
bands  ofkve ,  as  himfelf  ftiles  them ,  Hofi  1 1 . 4. 
endeavoring  to  draw  his  people  to  their  dti* 
ty ,  and  their  happinefs.  And  when  theirber-- 
verfenefs  fruftrates  all  tliis  his  holy  Artince$ 
how  paflionately  do's  he  exppftuiate  with 
themf  how  foleninly  proteft  his  averfnefe 
to  theii;  ruin  ?  Why  will  ye  die  O  houfe  of  Ifrael  ? 
far  I  have  nofkfure  in  th  death  of  him  that 
dieth ,  faith  the  herd  God ,  Ezek.  i?>  3 1  ^  3x. 
with  what  regrets  and  relentings  do's  lie 
think  of  abandoning  them  ?  How  JhaU  I  give 
thee  up  Ephraim  ?  how  Jhall  I  deliver  thee  II*- 
ricl  ?  how  Jhall  I  make  thee  m  Adjnih  ^  hnv 
Jhall  I  Jet  thee  as  Zeboifti?  iny  heart  is  inri^d 
within  me  ^  ns^  repentings  are  kindled:  Sffgethef^i 
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Hof.il.8.  In  ihort,  -^twerc  encjlefs  to  cite 
the  places  in  thefe  prophetic  Books ,  wherein 
God  do's  thus  condefcend  to  folicit  even  the 
fenfitive  part- of  man;  and  that  with  fuch 
moving  Rnetoric ,  that  I  cannot  but  wondcf 
at  the  exception  fom  of  our  late  Critics  make 
againft  the  Bible ,  for  its  defeft  in  that  parti- 
cular :  for  Oratory  is  nothing  but  a  dextrous 
application  to  the  affections  aii^  paflions  of 
men.  And  certainly^  *we  find  not  that  don 
with  greater  advantage  anv  \yhere  then  in  fa- 
cred  Writ. 

x6.  Yet  it  was  not  the  defign  of  the  Pro- 
phets  (  no  more  then  of  the  Apoftle )  to  take 
men  with  guile,,  x  Cor.  ix.  16.  to  inveigle 
their  affeftioits  unawares  to  their  underftan- 
dings ;  but  they  addrefs  as  well  to  their  rea- 
fons,  makeiblemn  appeals  to  their  judicative 
faculties.  Arid  now  judg  I  fray  between  me 
and  my  vineyard  J  faiesi/2r.  y.3.  Nay,  God  by 
the  Prophet  Ezekiei  folemnly  pleads  his  own 
caufe  before  tliem ,  vindicates  the  equity  of 
his  proceedings  from  the  alperfion3  they  had 
caft  on  them ;  and  by  moft  irrefragable  Ar- 
guments refutes  that  injurious  proverb'which 
wient  curriaint  among  them ;  and  in  the  clofc 
appeals  to  themfelves ,  O  hmfe  of  Ifrael  are  not 
ftfy  waies  equals  are  not  your  waies  unequal? 
E2ek!i8.  the  evidences  were  fo  clear  that  he 
remits  the  matter  to  their  own  determina- 
tion; -^ad  generally  we  ihaU  find  that  among 
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ail  the  Topics  of  diifwafion  from  fm ,  there  is 
none  more  clofely  preft ,  then  that  of  the  fol- 
ly of  it.  Idolatry  was  a  fmto  which  i/r/z^/had 
a  great  propennon ,  and  againft  which  mofi 
ot  the  Prophets  admonitions  were  direfted. 
And  certainly  it  can  never  be  more  exppsM 
and  the  fottiih  iinteafonablenefs  of  it  better 
difplaied ,  then  we  find  it  in  the  44.  chap,  qf 
Ifaiah.  In  like  manner  we  niay  read  the  Pro- 
phet Jfretny  diflwading  from  the  fame  fin  by 
A^^guments  of  the  moft  irrefragable  conyi- 
&iotiy'Jer.io. 

17.  And  as  the  Prophets  omitted  nothing 
as  to  the  manner  of  their  addrefs ,  to  renddf 
their  exhortations  effeftual,  the  matter  oi 
them  was  likewife  fo  confiderable  as  to  com- 
mand attention;  It  was  commonly  ei|her 
the  recalling  them  from  their  revolts  and 
Apoftacies  irpny  God  by  Idolatry ,  or  elfe  to 
corivincc  them  of  the  infignificancy  of  all 
thofe  legal  ceremonial  performances  they  fo 
much  confided  in ,  when  taken  up  as  a  Juper- 
fedeas  to  moral  duties.  Upon  this  account  it 
is,  that  they  often  depreciate,  and  in  a  man- 
ner prohibit  the  folemneft  of  their  worlhips. 
To  what  purpofe  are  the  multitude  of  your  fa- 
ct tfices  unto  me?^  bring  no  more  vain  oblations: 
incenfe  is  an  abomination  to  me ;  the  new  moons 
andf^bbathSy  the  calling  of  ajfemblies  t  cannot 
away  with :  it  is  iniquity  evetf  your  folemn 
meetings ,  ^c. If. i . 1 1 . 1 3 .Not that thefe things 
-  were 
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were  in  themfelvcs  reprovabk;  fot  they  were 
all  commanded  by  God;  but  becaufe  the 
Jews  depended  fo  much  on  thefe  external 
obfervances ,  that  they  thought  by  them  to 
commute  for  the  weightier  matters  of  the  Law 
( as  our  Savior  after  ftiles  them )  Judgment  ^ 
Mercy  and  Faith ,  Mat.  X3 .  X3 .  lookt  on  thefe 
Kites  wliich  difcriminated  them  from  other 
Nations,  as  difpenfations  from  the  univer- 
fal  obligations  of  nature  and  common  ju-* 
ftice. 

1 8.  This  deceit  of  theirS  is  fliarply  upbraid- 
ed to  them  by  the  Prophet  Jeremy  i  where  he 
calls  their  boafts  of  the  temple  of  the  Lord^ 
the  Ten^leofthe  Lordy  i^ing  words:  and  on 
'the  contrary ,  laies  the  whole  Itrefs  of  their 
obedience ,  and  expeftation  of  their  happi- 
nefs  on  the  ju  ftice  and  innocence  of  tneif 
converfation ,  ch.  7.  4.  And  after  do's  fmart- 
ly  reproch  their  infolence  in  boldly  reforting 
to  the  houie  ,  which  by  bringing  their  fins 
along  with  them ,  they  made  but  an  Afylum  y 
andSanftuary  for  thole  crimes,  WiUye  fieal^ 
murder  and  commit  adultery ,  and  fwear  falfely 
and  burn  incenfe  to  Baal ,  and  walk  after  other 
gods  whomyejmow  not ,  and  come  and  fi and  be- 
fore me  in  this  houCe  ?  Is  this  houfe  which  is  cal- 
led by  my  name ,  become  a  den  of  robbers  in  your 
eiesl  chap.  7.  9 ,  10,  11.  Indeed  all  the  Pro- 
phets feem  to  confpire  in  tliis  one  defign ,  of 
making}  them  look  tliro  fhadows  and  ceremo- 
nies , 


L 
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nies,  to  that  inward  purity,  Juftice  and  Ho- 
^efty ,  which  they  were  defign'd  to  inculcate  ,- 
not  to  fuppiant.  And  this  defign  as  it  is  in  it 
felf  moft  excellent,  mod  worthy  tlie  com- 
mand of  God ,  and  the  nature  of  man ;  io 
we  have  feen  that  it  has  bin  purfued  by  all 
the  nioft  apt,  and  moft  powerful  mediums, 
that  the  thing  or  perfons  addreft  to  were  ca- 

f^able  of;  and  fo  that  the'  Prophets  are  no 
efs  eminent  for  the  difcbarge  of  this  exhor- 
tatory  part  of  their  office ,  then  they  were  in . 
'  the  former ,  of  the  predifting. 

19.  The  next  part  of  Scripture  we  are  to 
confider,  is  the  Doftrinal;  by  which  I  ftiall 
not  in  this  placfe  underftand  the  whole  com- 
plex of  Faith  and  Manners  together ;  but  rc- 
fttain  it  only  to  thofe  Revelations  which  arc 
the  objeft  of  bur  Belief:  and  thefe  are  fo  fu- 
Mime  ,  as  fliews  flelh  and  bloud  never  revel'd 
them.  Thofe  great  myfteries  of  oijr  Faith, 
the  Trinity ,  the  Incarnation ,  the  Hypoftati- 
cal  union,  the  Redemtion  of  the  world  by 
making  the  offended  party  the  facrifice  for 
the  offence ,  ^arc  things  of  fo  high  and  abftrufc 
fpeculation ,  as  no  nnite  underftanding  can 
fully  fathom.  I  know  their  being  fo  ,  is  by 
fora  made  an  Argument  for  disbelief;  but 
ddubtlefs,  veryunjuftly:  for  (  not  to  infift 
upon  the  different  natures  of  Faith  and 
Science,  by  which  that  becomes  a  proper  ob- 
jeft  of  the  one  which  Js  not  of  the  other)  our 

non- 
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noft-comprehenfion  is  radier  a;i  indicadoii 
that  they  have  a  higher  rife;  and  renders  it 
infiriitly  improvable  that  iphey  could  fpring 
from  mans  invention.  For  'twere  to  fuppote 
too  great  a  difproportion  between  human  fa- 
culties ,  to  think  men  could  invent  what  them- 
felves  could  not  underftand.  In\leed,  thefe 
things  lie  fo  much  out  of  the  road  of  human 
imagination »  that  I  dare  appeal  to  the  bredis 
of  the  moft  perverfe  gain-faiers ,  whether  ever 
they  could  nave  fallen  into  dieir  thoughts 
without  fuggeftion  from, without.  And  there- 
fore 'tis  ^  malicious  contradididn  to  rcje<f): 
th^fe  truths  becaufe  of  d^ir  difTonaricy  from 
human  reafoh ,  and  yet  at  the  fanie  time  to 
afcribe  their  original  to  man.  But  certainly 
there  can  be  nothinc  more  inconfiftent  with 
mere  natural  rc^on  f  thea  to  think  God  can 
be  or  do  jio  more  then  man  can  comprehend,  /n 
Never  any  Nation  or  perfon  that  ow^n'd  a^ 
Deity,  did  ever  attemt  10  to  circumfcribe  him: 
and  it  is  prpporitionable  only  to  the  licei^tious 
profanefs  of  th.efe  later  daies,  thus  tomefcre 
immenfity  ,and  .omnipotence  by  our  narrow 
icantling.  .      r  :  •        ^ 

zo.  Thjs;  more  genuine  and  proper  eflTeft 
of  thcfe  fupernatural  truths ,  is ,  to  raife  our  ad- 
jtiiratipn  of  that  divine^  Wifdom ,  whofewates 

\  are  fo  f^ft  fo^i^g  out  i  ^^^d  to  give  iis  a  juft 
fe^ife  ot  thaf  infinit  difta^npc;  which  is  between 

,i^,  and  thphigh^ft  of  t^jtiireaibn  wljerqia  wc 

'    .    '  'fo 
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fo^pride  ,diir  felvcs.    And.tfhe  great  j^ropriety 
thefe  doftritts  have  to  that  erid;  nay^well  be » 
recfeon'd  as  bile  part  df  their  excellency.    . 

%i.  lN?>EEt>  theife  is  no  p4rt  o£  out  holy 
IFaith ,  jbatis  naturally produftive of  foihpe- 
culiar  vtixM ;  as  the  wholie  Scheme  together 
engages  us  to  be  univetfally  ho^  in  aft  man^ 
ner  of  converjhtio;^ ^  i  Pet.  i.  ij.  And  it  is  the 
fupereminerit  advantage  true  Religion  hath 
over  all  falfe,  pnes  i  that  it  tends  to  fo.  laudah 

bleane§d-        ^  .         ...  , 

XX.  The .  Theplc^y  of.  the  Heathens  was 
in  many  inftances  an  extraft  and  quiritef-^z 
fence  or  vice.  .Their  moft  folemn  Rites , .  and 
facredeft  Myfteries  were  of  fuch  a  nature  ^  that 
inftead  of  refining  and  eleyating,  they  cor-r 
rupted  and  debafed  their  Votarks ;  iminerft 
them  in  aU  thofe  abominable ;  poU^^ons 
which  Jbber  nature  abhorr'd.  Whereas  thd 
principles  of  our  Faith  ferve  to,  fpiritu^lize 
and  reftify  us ,  to  raife  us  as  much  aoove  mere 
raanhooaas  theirs  caftdiem.below  it.     ^ 

x3 ,  And  ,  as  they  ate  of » tbi3  v»ft ;  advantage  * 
to  us ,  fo  alfo  are  |the/  juft  to  God  v  in  giving  us  \ 
right,  notions,  pf  hioi.    Wbat  vile.  ,<uiworthy 
apprehenfions  had  the  Heathen  of  jth^rPei* 
ties ;  irititling^  them  not  only  to  the  pafliotta 
but  even  i;p.  the  crimen  oi  j^m  ;  'mal^ng  y«- 
pter  an:^duj[tierer ,  Mercf(?yzthit£ ^[B4^/iM 
drunk%i{d!»' ®f-;  proportionably  q£  th^^refti: 
wWea?  ,oac,God  k  ;re|M[efentedi!to  \!|Sc to  f* : 
,  I    ;  .    '  L  eflence/ 
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eflchce  ^  io  ipiritoal ,  ^nd  incorporeal ,  that  we 
muft  be  unbodied  our  felves  before  we  can 
perfeftly  conceive  what  he  is :  fo  far  from  the 
impotent  affeftions  and  inclinations  of  men, 
that  he  has  neither  parts ,  nor  pailions ;  and 
is  fain  to  veil  hiitifelf  under  that  difguife ,  to 
fpeak  fomtimes  ai  if  he  had ,  merely  in  con- 
cfefcetifion  to  our  groiTdr  faculties;  And  a- 
gain ,  fo  far  from  being  att  exaitiplp ,  a  patron 
pf  vice ,  this  his  eies  are  too  pure  to  behouldim^ 
qtdtyy  Hab.  1.13,  Holinefs  is  an  eflential  part 
of  his  nature ,  and  he  muft  deny  himielt  to 
put  it  off. 

X4.  The  greateil  defcent  that  ever  he  made 
to  humanity ,  was  in  the  incarnation  of  the 
fecond  gcrfon :  yet  even  iti  that ,  thd  he  was 
linked  with  a  finful  nature ,  yet  he  preferved 
the  p^rfon  immaculate ;  and  while^he  had  all 
the  fins  of  the  world  upon  him  by  imputa-  , 
tion ,  fufFer'd  not  any  one  to  be  inherent  in    I 

him. 

xj.  To  conclude,  the  Scripture  defcribes 

our  God  to  us  by  all  thofe  glorious  Attributes; 
of  infinity ,  Power  and  Juftic« ,  which  inay  ren- 
.  der  him  the  proper  objcft  of  ouir  Adorations 
arid  Reverfcnce:  and  it  defcribes  him  alfo 
inthofe  gentler  Attributes  of  Goodnefs ,  Mer- 
cy and  Truth,  which  may  excite  oiir  love  of, 
and  dependence  on  him.  Thefe  are  rcprcfen- 
tations  fomthing  worthy  of  God ,  and^uch  as 
imprefs  upon  bur  mind  great  thoU|hts  of  him. 

-  26.  Bur 
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x6.  B.HT  never  did  the  divine  Attdhmes 
vS  coaca^  tq  ej^ert  themfeltres,  as  in  th^^ny- 
ilfry  oi  oht  Redemtion :  where  his  Jiifticc 
>vfs  fati$Acfl.  without  4imii3iution  to.  4«s  JMer- 
.cy ;  ^n4  ^lis  jviercy  wijiioirt  entreiiiQhiQg  oii 
)biis  jt^%:e::  hi?  Holinefs  mpft  eniiriQjit  in  bis 
4n(iignatipn  ag^inft  iin  <  and  yet  his  itoYe  nd 
ijEifs  fo  ;rt  i^^  dnners;  thefe  conttadi- 
jftions  ,b^WM  reconcird ,  this  difcor4  fom- 
pps*d  into  harmony  jby  ji^  infinit  Wifdojn.^ 
Xhisi   Aat  .ftupcndoiiS:  ^^  which 

if  it  whic|i  by  tjj^  Qojpflif  j^each^4  HPt^  H(  i 
4s  it  foijov^s  ^  yet  %^.^       -  -  ^  \ 

x/*}  Anp  as^.  the  Scripture  giycs  «S  this 
kriowledg  of  God  ^  fo  it  do's  alfo  of  our  Selves ; 
in  which  two  ♦;  ;all  prqiSRsable  kno wledg  is-^om- 
prifed.  Xi  teaches  jUS  jtiow .vile  we  were  iiijoiir 
orijginal  duft  j;  and  how  much  viler  yet  m  dur 
lalf;  which  ^KOpld  have ,  fuftfc  u$  belp^  our 
firft j)f incipjfjs^^ jfefit  us'iJptiPilly  to  esrth.,^  Mit 
lie^L  it  ,^§3jW5  jhe  imppKeiife  of  9»r,lapfed 
f5j:atc. :   thaf :yf^r?^e,  nop:  iikle  qf  our  JHvu  Jo 

i>S,a|fotke,dig|)ity  of  pjir-reftoyai5f4 ;«eft^t»y 
that  we  are  heirs  of  God ,  am  felloW'heirsjfmtb 

Qkffi  >  ^9\h  57:-  ;y«t  l^rt  rl^s^n^ight pitfffus  up 
^ith  njift^Kei^^iopes ;  it  plainly  acquamcs  M 
Vfith  the  jdo^idifiian  Oft  :wf|i|ch  ftihis  depends; 
^|>at  it  muft  ;be  ojxr  pbedieiiqs  l>6th  aftivii^and 
.  p^giyg ,  \yHic|v/s  tQ  iijtftie  lis  ,l»  >t ;  itbkCiWC, 
I     I  :  L  X'  muft 
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taaSk,  be  faithful  to  death ,  if  we  mean  ta  inherit 
a  crown  of  life  ^  Rev.  x.  ib.  and  that  W  tnujl 
fiifir  with  Chrijl,ifwe  will  be  ghrijied  with  hini, 
Ro.  8. 17.  And  upon  fuppofition  that  we  per- 
form our  parts  of  tlie  cqhditioh  ,  it*  gives  u^ 
the  moft  certain  aflurarice^  engages  Gods  ve- 
racity that  he  will  not  fail  on  his.'  By  this  it 
Jives  us  fupport  agairift  all  the  adverfitiesqF 
iife ;  afluring  us  thejujf&ings  of  it  are  not  nfjor- 
thy  to  be  conipared with  the  glory  we  expe6t\ 
Rom.  8.  18.  yea,  and  againft  the  ferrprs  of 
death  too  ;  by  aflufing  us  that  whit  we  look 
on  as  a  diflbliition  \  is  but  a  temporary  part^ 
ing ;  and  we  only  put  off  our  bodies'  i  that  they 
may  put  of  corruption  ,  an4  b^  cfothed  witl^ 
immortality^  .  .   .i       \ 

x8:  Thte  s  E  and  the  like  ard the  doArins 
the  holy  Scripture  oilers  to  us  :  and  we  may 
certainly  fay  ,  they  Rte  faithful Jayings\  an^  j 
worthy  oi  ml  acceptdtion^  1  Tini.  4.  15'.  The  / 
notions  |t  gives  iis  of  Gbd  are  fo  %blime  jmcj 
gre^r,  diat  they  cannot  but  affeft  ii^  with'pe- 
verence,  and  aamiiratibn:  ahdy^twithiall^  fb 
amiable  and  endearing  that  they  cannpt  but 
ralie  •  4bve  and  -  gratitude  ; "  affiance  and  do^ 
light.- '•  •  :  >~'^  '  '  :'^'''  "-W 
•19.  And  ,  which  is  yet  more  ^  thefe  mijder 
Attributes  are.  apt  to  infpirit  ti^  with  a  gene- 
rous ambition  blaffimilation:  excite  us  tp 
tranferibe  all  his  imiti^ble  excellencies  :  m 
which  the  very  Heathens  could  difcern  coh'r 

Med 
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fitted  the  aCccjrttplifliment  6f  hum^n  feli- 
city./' ■■■"  /'■;'.  '"'■ 

36.  :An^P  tli^n  the  khpwiedg'.  it*  gives  i^  of 
opt  ^Uits ,  do'^  ^s  ^^  kindeft  office  imkgina| 
bie.;  keeps  irs  ftqm  thofe  fvvellifig  thpuglit^ 
we'dre  t;oo^^  andihews  i0  the 

fi^c^ffiity  of  l5ottpniins  pur  hope^  upon  ^  ifirr 
mfe^r'fotind^tiO^  :^  and  then  kziih  keeps-  ^iis 
i^.L..L  ^'-inglaiy^oi  fecipre ,  by  m^         w^,  tlic 


hoever  is'fe  baifafted  caA  hardly  be  ihitH 
^'-'li:/  *I'pE-si^!i|iFe  the  exiiiyiencies  0f  die 

hJ  mi?ii    'I  ^^^_w.J  ^  I*  C»  »     f.    ^« ^        -L.-I^i     ■!_  >_  !/•_    ^._'.    ■1_• 


pHv^l^^naitdeed,  f6  ttiVx^ere  defigii'd: 
z^^f^dhnMpi^^i^^^  Jgenda^fXTLg  fuch  iiife- 
i^jrable  rdafriW  {vhqfeVec' parts  tHqin  j 

wfeT^s  the  icJ\|4tit^^^  moft  fo-' 

X^yi  profej[0otro£^  ,  the  inofl:  impt^rtun 

ftate  ^rivocatidtfs;  t^^^  ,  Lord  /  willfignifj^  no- 
thm^*  to  WeiH  'ti^htc^  do  nqt  ^he  things  ^li^icjyb^^ 

j^^x,; Mat/^/: Ap^^  excellent,  howraiti6'- 
rifl^'Hipfe  pr^c:e|)ts  art;  whicli  the  Sctip^ur'^ 
^rbtfofci?  to  l(is^from  him ,  is  our  next  ppint^ 
coiiifiaeration.  .  / 

-  32.  The  firft  Law  which  God  gaVc  t6 
ntgnKiiid  'was  that  of  natiite.  And  tHo'tfti^ 
\ft^tt^\^^  mind  be  by  "JWms 

felt  exceedingly  dimmM  and  dcfac^cf  i^^fet 
^   '  that 


>  I  ■  I      ■  ,  1        I        I  I  ■!  I 
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that  dcrogatps  nothing  from  the  dignity  and 
worth  of  tliat  Law,  which  Gp4  has  bin  fo 
far  from  cancelling ,  that  he  Teems  tb  have 
made  it  the  rule  and  fqUare  of  his  fubfeoucnt 
Laws :  fo  tj[iat  nothing  is  injoii>!d  in  mofe^- 
tiit  what  is  confonant  and  agreable  to  that, 
Tlie  .'Moral  Law  given  in  tne.  pecaloguc  to 
the  jews ,  die  j:Y^ngelical  tWj^^^^ 
Grplpd  tho  'Chri'ftians ,  hay e  tnis  natural  jC^w 
fpr  their  bajis  and  foundation;: l^hey  liceic^c^ 
nothing  whiduhafiprohiVitSi  M^  yery  ia|:Qi 

'32.  Trs  true,  Chnft  innisSermoa.ctti,t]pS 
Mqu^t ,  raifes.f^hrifti^ns  tQtjifire^tcr  ftri'd^eis 
tlien.  f(i.e  Jew^:  jjj^ught  theijil&ycsQblij^i  toi 


gloiTes  of  the,$c;ril5e§  and  Plianfeep  h*44Tuit 
wiph  It.;  and  r^ufing  it  tp  AtapmnutiYC-m? 
^^gli^F^ '. ,  a«4.  ,?5it.?f  t.  In  a  y oi;d,,.  as , the  p^ecAi 
Wq^asgive;!  to^jrepair  tte.4^4f:im^^^  ^^ 


tnem  bdck  to  this  natural  Law ;  j/^;  ^he  ppap- 


1  «'•  *  ■  i 
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with  advantage :  biit  yet  he  ft  ill  builds  upojn[ 
that  ground-work ,  introduces  nothing  that 
is  inconfiftent  with  it. 

:  34.  'J^ND  this  accordance  between  thefe 
fevferal  Laws  ii\  a  circumftance  that  highly  re- 
cdmmerids  Scrip tiite  precepts  to  us.  We  can- 
not ini'agin  but  that  God  who  .made  man  foi; 
lib  otlijer  end  but  to  be  an  inj(|:rument  of  his 
gitory ,  and  i  recipient  of  all  conimurii(:^jblc 
parts  of  his  happinefs,  would  ^flign  him  fiicli 
rules  and  rnefuf es  as  were  moft  conducive  to 
thqie  ends.  And*  therefore  iince.  the  Scri- 
pture injunftipnis  are  of  the  fame  mould  ^  wc 
ihuft  conclude  them  to  be  fuch  as  tend  to  the 
perfeftion  of  pur  being;  the  making  us  what 
God  originally  intend  us;  and  he  that, 
would  hot  be  that,  will  certainly chufe much 
worie  fpr  himielf. 

35,  t'knpw  there  have  bin  prejudices  taken 
up  againft  the  precepts  of  Clirilt ,  as  if  tliey  inj^- 
pos  a  imreafonable ,  unfupportable  ftriftnef- 
les  upon  men:  and  fom  have  aflum'd  liberty 
to  argue  mutinoufly  againft  them ;  nay ,  a- 
gainft  God  top  for  putting  fuch  natural  appe- 
tites into  men ,  and  then  forbidding  them  to 
fatisfy  them. 

36.  But  the  ground  of  this  cavil  is  the 
not' f ightly  .diftin^uilhing  of  natural  appe- 
tite!^ j,  which  zit  to  be  cufrcjrenc  d  according 
to  tlW  two  ft^tes,  bf  reftitude.and  depraya- 
tibh':  thofe  bf  th^  firtf  riahk  are  the  appetites 

God 
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God  put  into  man ;  and  thofe  w^fe  all.rfsgu-- 
lir  and  innoceht ,  fiicH  as  tended  to  tfie  prc- 
fcrviation  of  his  being :  riatUre  in  its^  firlt*  inte- 
grity meluring^ its  defires  by  its  needs-  Now 
C?hrifts  prohibitions  are^not  direcSied  againft 
thefe ,  he  forbids  no  one  kind  of  thefe  de- 
fires.  And  fho  the  precept  of  felf-denial  may 
fdmtifties  reftrain  us  in  fom  particular  ac^s; 
yet  that  is  but:  prdportiohable  to  that  re- 
ilraint^i/i^^was  under  in  relation  to  tlie  for- 
bidden tree ,  a  particular  infiance  of  his  obe- 
dience ,  and  fence  of  his  fafcty.  So  that  if 
men  would  confider  nature  under  this  its  firft 
and  bed:  notion,  t^ey  cannot  accufe  Ckrii^ 
of  being  fevcre  to  it. 

37*  But  'tis  manifeft  they  take  it  in  ano-, 
ther  acceptioA,  and  mean  that  corruption  of 
nature  wnich  indrdinatly  inclines  to  lenfitive 
things;  and  on  this  account  they  call  theif 
riots ,  iheir  luxuries ,  appetites  put  into  them 
by  God:  whereas  'tis  manifeft  this  was  fuper- 
induced  from  another  coaft  :  The  wife  man 
;ives  us  its  true  pedigree  in  what  he  faies  of 
teath,  which  is  its  twih-fifter :  Bythi  envy  of 
this  devil  came  death  into  the  world ,  Wif  ^ .  x^ 
And  can  they  expeft  that  Chrill  who  came  to 
de/iroy  the  works  of  the  devil,  i  Joh.  3.8.  Ihould 
fratme  Laws  in  their  favor ,  make  A^s  of  to- 
leratidn  and  iiiduleence  for  them?.  TJiis  were 
to  annul  tKe'\vhole  deficrii  of  hiscoriiinff  into 
thevyorld,  which  was  toreuore  us  from  our 
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lapft  cftate ,   and  elevate  us  to  thofe  higher 
4cgrees  of  purity  which  h6  came  not  only  to 
prefcribe ,  but  to  exemplify  to  us. 
;  38.  B  u  T  in  this  affair  men  often  take  nature 
in  a  yet  wider  and  worfe  notion ;  and  under 
natural  defires  comprehend  whatever  upon 
any  fort  of  motive  tli?y  have  a  mind  to  do. 
The  awe  of  z  fuperior ,   the  importunity  of  a 
'  companion,  cuftom,  andexamplp^maLemeni 
do  many  ill  things,^  to  which  their  nature 
would  never  promt  them ;  nay,  many  tinies^ 
iiich  a$  their  nature  relufts  to,   an4aJ>hors,; 
^Tis  certainly  tlius  in  all  dcbaudieryj^fid  ex;-, 
cefs.  Tis  evident ,  it  gratifies  no  man?  nature^ 
to  be  A^Jok^^/ot  to  li?; under undigefted loads 
of  meats;  thefe  are  outr races  and  violences 
upon  n^tuje ,   take  it  only  in  the  mpft  fenu-^ 
tive  Aotxpi)i,r  fuch  as  flie  Arugglcs  to  ivert: 
and  yet  men  makeher  bear ,  not  only  thq  op-. 
premW ,  -but  the  b) ^nje  too,  ;,/,:,;  : 

.    j^r  Bw,T  befides'tistq  becpnfider'd,  that 
the  nawr^^ofa  man.includesreafonaswellas 

fenfe,:jaj^4t^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  pf  l^pfV^y  arc  yet 
mori^.  re^i^nant ,  aS;  tliat  which  .^Ipuds  thQ 

mind , '  an(i  degrades  .tlije  man . (,  who  , in  hi^ 

cp|iO;ip[ijtic^is,a  vta^xpn^  hting}  ?ind  fetshim 

in  tterank^of  m,?re  animals:  and  .certainly' 

i^\d^^^f:2^  be  no^  gpjpqtitcis  of  nature.,  whicn 

:  ^o.  Xe:  J%  miM  fai4  cpnpeming  re- 
venge ;  particularly  that  abfurdeft  fort  of  it , 

M  duelsi 
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duels;  which  certainly  are  as  great coiitradi- 
ftions  to  nature  as  can  be  imagin-d.,  the  un- 
ravelling and  cancelling* its  very  firfl:  princi- 
ple of  fclf-prefervation  ,  (which  in  other  in- 
ftances  men  bring  in  bar  againft  duty. )  And 
yet  mtti  will  fay  the  generofity  of  their  na- 
tures compels  tliem  to  it ;  fo  making  their  na- 
tures a  kind  oi  felo  de  fe  xo  prompt  the  de- 
ftroying  it  felf  t  when  alas  'tis  only  Hie  falfe 
notion  they  have  got  of  honor  tl^idt  io  enga- 
ges them.:   And  if  men  would  but'Toberly 
confider  ,  they  muft  be  convinc'd  rhit  there 
is  nothing  mote  agreeable  to  ^eafoii  then 
diat  precept  of  Chrift  of  not  retaliating  in- 
juries; \vhich  is  ineffcd:l?uttobidust9chLufe 
a  fmgle  inconvenience  before  a  Iprig  train  of 
mifchiefs.    And  certairily  if  nattirc  even  in 
its  deprav'd  eftate  \vere  left  to  detetjniine,  it 
woulct  refolve  it  a^i>ctter  bargain  to  go  off 
with  a  rfeprochful word,  then  to  loft  a  limb, 
pethaps  a  life  in  the  revenge  of  it.    There 
being  no  'jfriixif^  iribre^  indifpiitaiKIe  ,  then 
thatofcvil^theieaft  is  tq  be  cnoferi,  Andthe 
innate  priftdple  of  fel^-liS^e  do  s  moire  ftrong- 
ly  biafi^hifeto prefttVe  rt  felf ; theF^y ex- 
ternal  thiiig  cah  to  deftroy  ir-  '-'•      - 

41.  I'  inow  'twili  -biTaid^  to  thi^^V^tfiat  re- 
venge isi  liatural  appetite  V  •  but  I  feyilifl ;  felif- 
prefervatSbtf  *is  mdre  ib^^Snd  w6uM  Arevail 
againft  a$  much  of  revenge  as  is  nitfii!''^i^V^erc' 
it  hothelghth^d  anil  fB^ife^^  ^  W& ,  and 
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that  Chimera  of  point  of  honor ,  which ,  as  it  is 
now  ftated ,  is  certainly  one  of  the  moft  emty 
nothings  that  ever  was  brought  in  balance 
with  folid  intercfts.  And  indeed  'tis  to  belie 
nature ,  and  fuppofe  it  to  have  forfeited  all 
degrees  of  reafon ,  as  well  as  vertue ,  to  fallen 
fo  abfurd  a  choice  upon  her.  ^lit  admit  re- 
venge to  be  never  fo  much  the  diftate^o|  cor-, 
rupt  nature  ;  'tis  certain  'tis  not  of  primitive 
regular  nature.  Revenge  is  but  a  relative  to 
injury:  and  he  that  will  fay  God  put  the  ap- 
petite of  revenee  into  man ,  muft  fay  he  put 
the  appetite  ot  injury  into  him  a]fo :  which 
is  fucli  an.  account  ot  the  fixth  daies  creation , 
as  is  hardly  confiftent  with  Gods  own  tefti- 
jnony  of  its  heing  very  goody  Gen.  i. 

4x.  Bjesides,  'tis  certain  all  the  dcfires, 
God  infus'd  into  huthan  nature  ^  were/uch  as 
tended  to  its  prefervatiori ;  but  this  of  re- 
venge ,  is  of  all  other  the  mod  deftruftive  ^  as 
is  too  fadly  attefted  by  the  daily  tragicjj  ef- 
fects of  it.  Infhort,  the  wife  man  giy^s  a  good 
fummary  of  the  wholeitiatter;  (?e?/^^^^/i^^» 
upright  y  but  he  fiught  out  many  inventions^ 
Eccl.  7.,X9.  .    .     . 

43.  ,Now  if  man  have  by  his  PWrif  volun- 
tary ai^  deprav'd  himfelf »  itj  wo^la  be  iiei- 
ther  jult  nor  Kind  in  Opd, to  y^arp  his  jlaws^'to 
mans  now  j^iflorte4/r^o?e ;,  b^t;  it  isJiQ^h ,  to 

keep  up  the  perfea  r?<^ii;ude.pf  ^feo^ .  a'n4 
call  upon  man  to  reduce  himlelf  to  9  confor- 

M  X  mity 
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mity  with  them :  and  when  to  this  is  added 
fjch  a  liipply  of  grace  as  may  filence  the  plea 
of  difability ,  there  can  nothing  be  imagined 
more  worthy  of  God ,  or  more  indulgent  to 
man. 

44.  And  all  thisdirift  do's  in  the  Gofpel, 
in  thofe  precepts  which  the  blind  world 
makes  the  fubjeft  of  their  cavil  or  fcorn.  It 
were  an  eafy  task  to  evince  this  in  every  par- 
ticular precept  of  the  Gofpel;  but  I  mail 
content  my  felf  with  the  inftances  already 
given,  and  not  fwell  this  Traft  by  in/i fling 
upon  what  has  already  bin  the  fubjeft  of  lo 
many  pious  and  excellent difcourfes ,  as  muft 
already  have  convinced  all  but  die  obftinate. 

45'.  We  proceed  therefore  to  a  view  of 
the  promiflory  parts  of  Scripture ;  in  which 
we  afe  iirft  in  general  to  obferve  the  great 
goodn^fs  of  God,  in  making  any  promifes 
at  all  to  us  ;  and  next  to  examin  of  what  na- 
ture  and  excellence  thefe  promifes  are.  And 
firft  if  wfe  confider  how  many  titles  God  has 
to  our  obedience,  we  muft  acknowledg  he 
may  challenge  it  as  his  undoubted  right: 
We  are  the  work  of  his  hands ;  and  if  the 
Potter  have  power  over  the  clay  (  the  mate- 
rials \\?hereot  ire  ndt  of  his  making  )  much 
more  iijis  God  6ver  his  creatures ,  whofe  mat- 
ter as  well  as  form  is  wholly  owing  to  him. 
We'are  the  price  of  his  blood.  And  if  men 
atcibilrit  purchafe  art  iiidefeifib'le  title,   God 

^  muft 


\ 


Sect.III.  Subje^  Matter  of  HeP^Scripure.   93 

muft  have  abfolute  dominion  over  what  he', 
has  bought,  and  at  fo  d<iar  a  price  too  as  his^ 
own  blood:  Laftly  we  depend  upon  him  for. 
the  fupport  of  that  being  he  has  given  us  =  we 
live  merely  upon  his  bounty ,  fpend  upon  his' 
ftock.  And  what  Patron  will  not  expeft  ob-* 
fervance  from  one  who  thus  fubfifts  by  him  ? 

45.  Yet  as  if  God  had  none  of  thcfe 
claims  ,  thefe  preingagcments  upon  u$  ,  he^ 
defcends  to  treat  with  us  as  free-men  ,  by 
way  of  Article  and  compafl: ;  buies  his  own 
of  us ,  and  engages  to  reward  thatobedierice ,_ 
which  he  might  upon  the  utmoft  penalties 
exa^  :  which  is  fuch  an  aftoniihing  .indul- 
gence as  our  higheft  gratitude  cannot  reach.;, 
and  of  this  the  facred  Scriptures  are  the  cvi-, 
dences  and  records;  and  tnerefpre  upon  that. 
account  deferve  at  once  our  reverence,  and 
our  joy. 

47.  But  this  will  yet  farther  iappear ,  if 
we  look  in  the  fecond  place  into  the  promifes 
themfelves ;  which  are  fo  extenfive  as  to  take| 
in  both  our  prefent  and  future  ftatc  :  accot-. 
ding  to  that  of  the  Apoftle ;  Godlinefs  hath  the- 
fromife  of  this  life ,  and  of  that  which  is  to  come^^ 

I  Tim.  4. 8.  For  the  prefent ,  they  arc  prop6rr, 
tion'd  to  tlie  feveral  parts  of  our  compofition ; 
the  body ,  and  the  mind,  the  outwartl  and  the' 
inward  man;  fo.ftretching  themfelves  .19. all 
,^  wecanreallybeconcern'diorinthisworid.  ^    , 

48.  And   firft  fot  fhe  body ,  the  OldT^- 

^    " -i J.,  -fl-aiiient 


94         TheCbrifliansBh'th-rigbt,^c.    :^ 

lament  abdiiiic(s  in  promifes  of  this  fort. 
The  firft  part  of  the  i8.  of  Deut.  contains  a 
full  catalogue  of  all  temporal  blcflings ;  and 
^oie  irrcverfibly  entail'd  upon  the  Ifraelites 
obedience ,  yer.  i.  The  Pfafmifttells  us ,  tbey 
that  fear  tbk  Lord /ball  lack  nothing ,  Pf.  3  4. 9, 
that  they  Jhall  not  he  confounded  in  the  periUous 
time ,  amdin  the  daies  of  dearth  they  JhaU  have 
enou^y  Pf.  37. 19.  And  Solomon,  that  the 
Lord  will  not  Juffer  the  righteous  to  famijh , 
pro.  10.  3 .  And  tho  under  the  Go/pel ,  the 
{Jromifes  of  temporal  affluence  feem  not  lb 
large;  (its  defignbeingtofpiritualizeus,  and 
laile  our  minds  to  higher  injoiments ;  )  yet 
it  gives  us  amplefecurityof  fomuchasisrcal- 
Kr  good  for  us.  It  fuperfedes  our  care  for  our 
ielves  by  ziCming  us  all  theje  things  JhaU  be  ad- 
ded tduf.  Mat.  6. 3  3  .^  that  is ,  all  tbofe  things 
•wliich  our  heaven^  Father  knows  we  have  need 
of, '  Ver.  3  X.  which  is  all  the  limitations  the 
context  gives.  And  certainly  we  have  little 
temration  to  fear  want,  who  have  him  forour 
provider ;  whoje  are  all  the  beajis  of  the  Forreft , 
aftd  the  cartel  upon  a  thoujand hills ,  Pf  jo.  10. 
■49.  And  when  we  are  thus  fecur'd  of  all 
diings  neceflary ,  it  may  perhaps  be  an  equal 
liieircy  to  fecure  us  from  great  abundance; 
which  at  thebeft'.  ismti'laSing ones  Jelf  with 
thick  clay,  in  the  Pr9phets  phrafe ,  Hab.%.6. 
but  is  often  a  fnare.as  well  as  a.burden. 
..  r jT^  B  E  s  I D  E  5 ,  tht  Gofpel  by  its  precq>ts 

of 
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of  temperance  and  felf-deniaT,"4?'s  focpii: 
traft  our  appetites ,  that  a  conipetence "isa 
f)i>re  adequate  prpmife  to  them ,  then  that'c^ 
.  fuperfluity  would  have  bin:  ahd^is  alfo'md 
mefure  wherein  ill  the  trueia^is^a<5lionbf  fh^ 
fenfes  confift  ;  wliii^h  are  gfatifi'd  With  nio-' 
derate  plefures,  tut  fuffbcated  aiid  pvcr^ 
whclm'd  with  exc^fliye.  The  tifmperat  ro^n 
tafts  and  4:eliihes  J.iis  portion ,  wpitu  theyplu^ 
ptupus  may  ratKeti  be  laid  x,i>  waUpw  iii'liis 
plenty  then  injby  it!  "        '  .  .  '  *:  "     '    ": 

5I.  And  as'tfie  neceflaries  of  life,  fo  life 
it  felf ,  and  the  continuance  of  that ,  is  a  Scrir 
pturcprohiife.  The  fifth  Commandment  af^ 
fixes.' it  to  one  Mriicular  duty :  but  it  is  in  a 
multitude  of  plijfes  in  the  Old  Teftamcnt 
anne^'d , to  general  obedience.  Tlius  it  is,, 
'Pe^t^.ii.9-  andagain,  ver.  zi.  Kr\(i  Solomon 
pr<)poies.  thi^  pf^ttical  wifdom  as  the  multlr 
pliet.  of  daies :  j^  me  ihey^  daks  JbaUbe  ?mlti\ 
fii^4r  ^^^^y^,^^ofxhy  life  JbaUbe  increas*/^. 
VzQ.  ^.  II.  and  cjtap,  3,  Length  of  dates  u  '/« 
her  right  hand,'  yer.  16.  And  tho  we  findnOK 
this'  promife  rcpeted  in  the  New  Tcflame^it  j,' 
ye!;^jn.citb,Pf'is  it|retta»5ted:  'tis  true,  thcGo- 
ipel'bids  us  be  *>^^^y  to  ^ay  down  our  live^ 
:^r  Chrifts'iake  ^  Tjijtattellsuswitlidl,  that  ho 
^Jiat  .wjll^pfe  hisjjfe,  Ihallfaveit :  \yhich  tKa! 
it  ,^!3j  f^^yprfajtg  true  only  in  tl|e  fpirituaT' 
fenfc,. .yet  it  pittr^' proves  fo  in  a  literal.  ](f 
did.  Jp^.emififntl^  1^  thcdcftruai.o]i pf.'^^af^^ 
.:  ,\V"''  '"     '"  "     ^"'  Vow; 
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Um,  where  the  moft;  refolute  Chriftians  e- 
^cap'd ,  whilc'thebafe  compliers  periih'd  toee- 
tho:  witli  thofe  they  foiighc  to  endear.  This 
is  certain,  th^t  if  me  New  Teftament  do  not 
cxprefly  promife  long  hfe ,  yet  it  do's  by  its 
rules  of  tehiperance  and  fobriety ,  cootented- 
nefs  and  chcarfulnefs ,  very  much  promote  it : 
Stnd  To  do's  virtually  and  efficacioufly  ratify 
thofe  the  Old  Teftament  made. 

ji.  The  next  outward  blefling.  is  repu- 
tation: and  this  alfo  is  a  Scripture  pro- 
mife. Tbi  wife  JhaU  inherit  fftory ,  Prov.5.38. 
Xfld ;  ther  Vertuous  woman  Solomon  deferibcs, 
fs^^iiot  on|y  blefled  by  her  children  and  huf- 
Sand ,  butjWf  iifraifedin  the  gate ,  Pro.  3 1.  »/f. 
Nay,  tliis  bleffing  is  cxtchded  even  beyond 
Kfe.  The  m^m^fof  tWjufiJbaU  bebkfed^ 
Prq.  10. 7,  Not^dof's  thdJGofpel  evacuate  this 
p^omifc;  but  rather  promtS'Us  tothewaiesof 
Buying  it  made  good  to  u$',  by  advifing  us  to 
mffiuji  from  atl  affearanCe  of  evil,  i  Tntf.  f. 
k-L.  'h>  p-ovide  for  honeft  thmgs\  not  only  "in  the 
M^ofGod,  but  alfo  ittthi^^j  f  of  men' ^  xCdz.  - 
8-,il.,  -■  "  .■  -  •  ,  ,'"'./'■,"  ■'  -  ■"  '_','-, 
'''S3-  'Tis  true  indeed'^'' Clirift  f^reV^bfns- 
his  Difcipies  that  the/mali  be  rcVit'd...  and 
haye  all  manner  of  cviVfppken  againfi  them 
fftljly,  for  hii  names  fake 'i'h\xi,i^tnx\it  c^^G 
trsinsform'd  the  fufferiiigsS;  d'nd  made  it  loio- 
nbrable,  tliat  they  were;b'  count  it  matter  of 
qy.  Mat.  J.  II,  ii.  NeitliCT  was  this  iny pa- 
radox 
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radox  even  in  relation  to  their  reputation; 
which  tho  :fullied  by  a  few  ill  men  of  diat 
age ,  -ytt  Jias  bin  jnofi:  illuftrious  among  all 
Ages  iince.-  Their  fufFerings  and  indignities 
gave  thbm^ia  hew  title  of  honor,  .and  added 
the  Martyr  to  theApoftle.  Ani  the  event 
has  5bin  ptoportionable  m  all  fucceffidttsiJnce ; 
Thofe  holy  men  that  fiU'd  up  the  Pagan  pjri-* 
fons , ;  fiB'd  u|)  the  Chutches  Diptycs  alfo ,  and 
have  bill  liad  ^  the  Pfalmift  fpeaks ,  in  ever^ 
lafiin^rmombrmce ,  Pt,iix.6.  » 

-^'  54.  Ajrfi3>:as  Scripturje-promifes  thus  take 
in  all  the  ci^ficerns  of  the  qutward  man  > ,  fp  do 
they.alfo.of -die  inw.aidt ,.  .The  fundamciital 
promife  of  this  kind.,,  is  that  ofyJ^^/i^C^^ 
into  the.  w^U.y  2^Xi^  mhim  ejti^^^ 
new  Covfinnnpy  which  .we- find,  jer,  31- 3^ • 
and  iSi  :jefiprr  d  to  by  ^he  Author  to  the  He- 
brews ,  Ini)illfut  myh^iffs  in  their  hearts ,  md 
^rite .  them  in  their  niin4s ;  ^^  their  fins  and 
iniqmties^^nji^i^lXrmemhrnOmore ,  Heb.  19, 16. 
#  55*.  At^D  this  is  fcv.  cpmprehehfiye  ?ipro- 
mife;  as.  *  indiudes  all  th?^  concerns  oC  th^  in^ 
ward  i»ia»;  jThe  eviisjn^dent  to  the  min4 
of  man  t  may:  be  re4uc'd  -to  twoj  impurity^ 
and  inquietude  :  andr  hftre  is  a  cure  t<\^othj. 
The  divine: Law  writtett  in  the  heatt,  drives 
thence  aU  tjb^^Ce  fwarms  of  npy fom  luft  ^  wl^ich 
like  the  Egyptian  Frogs  over-run  md  p,\itrify 
the  fotil.'rii}Vhere  that  isfeatedanqe^i^Kin'd^ 
fhofe  qaffc  no.  more  ftap^^befprc  itr,  '^\\^0a: 
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gm  before  the  Ark.  This  repairs  the  divine 
^  Image  in  us  ( in  which  confifts  the  perfe<%ion 
of  our  nature  )  renews  us  intbe-^rits  of  tmr 
mnds^  Eph.  4.  xa.  dnd^f  urges  our  cmfiiences 
from  dead  works  y  Heh.'6.4.  whicball the  Ca- 
thartics and  Lufbrations  among  the,  Heiithen , 
all  the  facrifices  and  ceramcmcs.aiFjthe  Law 
were  not  able  to  do. 

5'6.  Secondly,  this  promife  retUrcs  tli6 
mind  from  that  reftleihels  and  nmquietnefs , 
wHich  attends  both  the  dominion  and  guilt 
mf{m.  To  be  fubjeft  to  $  mans  luih-and  cor- 
rupt appetites  is  of  all  others  th«tiieftiVaflal- 
lage :  they  are  the  criielkft  task-rhafters ,  and 
allow  their  flaves  no  r^ft ,  no  intermiffion 
of  their  drudgery.  And  then  again ,  the  guilt 
that  tortures  and  racks  the  mind  with  dread-^ 
ful  expedations ,  keeps  it  in  perpetual  agita- 
tion and  tum\ilt;  which  is  exc^elldntty  de^ 
fcrib'd  by  the  Prophet  Ifaiah ,  Thfwick^dis  lik^ 
the  trbuihdfea ,  whemt^Ufmot  r(^i^<i^hofewa^ 
ters  rafi  out  mire  and  dirt:  tneteismo peae^ 
faith  my, God  to  the  iincked.  If.  4^/i;X;  How 
proiperous  foever  vftee/may  fcem  td^be  in  the 
world ,  yet  there  are'  fuch  fecret  pangs  and 
horrbrs  that  dog  it ,  that!  as  Solomon  feies ,  even 
in  hughtAr  the  heart  isfif'rowfut^  •'  Prov.  14. 1 3 , 

5*7.  &iiT  this  Eviingelical  prioMitfe  of  ht- 
Ing  mereifiil  to  our  kiiquities ;'  »pd  remem* 
trhj^  dar^fins  no  more ,  calms  this  t^mpieft ,  in- 
tr^c^ces  'peac0  and' fferenity  into  1^  iiiind> 

and 
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and  r^qonciles  us  dt  once  to  God  and  gmc 
felves.>  •  And  fure  wemay  wellfky  witbthe  A- 
poftle,  thcfe  ^x^  "great  and p-ectous fromfis ^ 
X.  Pet.  1. 4. 

5-^.  There  are  befides  miny  other  which 
fpring  from  thefe  principal ,  as  fuckers  from 
tne  root:  fuch  arc  the promifea^ of  frcfli  fup- 
plies  of  grace  ixponj  a  good  imploiment  of  the 
fornier.  ToUmthaPmthjhallbegvven^  Mar. 
%% .  2>9.  Nay ,  even  of  the  fource  and  founr 
tain  of  ail  grace.  He  JhaUgive  the  holy  fpirit 
to  them  that  ask  him ^  Mat.  7«j[i.  Such  is 
that  of  fupporting  us  in  all  difficulties  and  ai^ 
faults :  the  not  Suffering  us  to  be  temted  above 
that 'we  are  able^  i  Cor.  lo.  13.  which  like 
Gods  bow  fet  in  thechuds ,  Gen.  9 .  is  our  fecu* 
rity ,  that  we  Ihall  not  be  over-whelm'd  by  any 
deluge  of  temtation :  and  (  to  inftance  no 
more )  fuch  is  that  comprehenfive  pito- 
mift  of  hearing  our  praiers ,  Ask  and  it  jhall 
be  given  you y  Mat.  7*  7-  This  puts  all  good 
things  within  ou*  reach ,  gives  us  the  key  of 
God^  Store-houfe  ^  from  whence  we  'mayfur- 
iiifh  our  felv6S  with  all  that  is  Ireally  good  iot 
tts.  And  if  a  few  full  Barns*  could  temt  the 
rich  man  iii  the  Gofpel ,  to  pronounce  a  Re- 
(|uiem  to  his  foul ;  what  notes  of  acquiefbence ' 
may  they  (ing ,  who  have  the  command  of  an 
inexhaumble  (lore ;  that  are  fuppli'd  by  him 
whole  is  the  earth ,  and  the  fulnefs  rfiereof  ? 

5'9.  And  <:en:ailliy,  all  thefe  proinlfes  to^^ 

N  X  .        gether 


J 


• -  ■      ■ '  ■  '  ;■ 

loo         TbeCbriJtians  Bfrtb-rtght  ,^c^ 


gether  ftiiift  be  (  to  ufc  the  Apoftles  phrafe  ) 
jtrong  conjolation%  fach  as  may  quiet  and 
calm  all  the  fears  and  griefs ,  all  the  tumults 
and  perturbations  of  the  mind ,  in  relation  to 
its  prefent  ftate.  But  then  there  ar6  others 
relating  to  the  future  of  a  much  higher  eleva- 
tion :  thofe  glories  and  felicities  o£  another 
world ,  which  are  fo  far  beyond  our  narrow 
conception,  that  the  comprehenfion  and  in- 
joiment  muft  begin  together.  The  Scripture 
fhadows  it  out  to  us  by  all  the  notions  we  have 
of  happinefs :  by  glory ,  Rom,  8.  i8:  by  a  kmg- 
Amn^  Mat.  xf-  14.  ^y  j(&y  Mat.  xj.  zi^  and 
which  comprehends  all,  by  beingwith  the  Lor dj 
t  Thef.  4, 17.  fieing  htm  face  tojace ,  i  Cor.  1 3 . 
IX.  being  like  to  him^  i  Jo.  3.  x.  In  a  word 'tis 
bli/s  in  the  utmoft  extent;  immenfe  for  quan- 
tity, and  eternal  for  duration. 

60.  And  furely  this  promife  is  fo  excellent  for 
kind,  fo  liberal  in  its  degree:,  fo  tranfcendent- 
ly  great  in  all  refpefts ,  mat  did  it  ftand  Tingle , 
jftript  of  all  thofe  that  relate  to  this  life ,  i^  a- 
lone  would  juftify  the  name  pf  Gofpel ,  and  be 
die  beft  tidings  that .  ever  came  to  mankind. 
For  alas ,  if  we  compare  the  hopes  tliat  other 
Religions  propofe  to  their  Votaries  with 
thefc ,  how  bafe ,  how  ignoble  are  they !  The 
Heathens  Ely fium ,  the  Mahumetan  P^r^idife , 
were  but  higher  gratifications  of  the  fenfual 
part ,  and  confequently  were  depreffions  and 
debafements  of  the  rational.  So  that  in  cflift 

they 
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they  proyicled  a  li^aycn  for  the  beaft ,  and  a 
hell  for  fhe  man.  We  may  therfore  confident*- 
ly  refujne  our  conclufiofi ,  and  pronounce  thei 
Scripture  promifes  to  be  fo  divine  and  excelr 
lent,  that  they  <:ould  as  little  have  bin  made, 
as  they  can  be  perform'd  by  any  but  an  holy 
and  almighty  Author. 

6t.  Nor  is  tlieir  being  conditional  any 
impeachment  to  their  worth ,  but  an  enhanfe- 
ment.  Should  God  liave  made  them  (asfom 
pliancy  die  has  his  decrees  )  abfolute  and  irre- 
Ipeftive ;  he  had  fet  his  promifes  at  war  with 
his  precepts ,  and  thefe  ihould  have  fuperfe- 
ded  what  thofe  injpin.  We  are  all  very  nig- 
gardly>  tow^ards  God,  and  fhould  have  bin  apt 
to  have  ask'd  Judas'^  queftion ;  to  whatfurfofe 
is  ihU  waft  ?  Mat.  x$.  8.  What  needs  the  la-^ 
bor  of  the  courfe  if  the  prize  be  certain  ?  And 
tt  mufl  have  bin  infitjitly  below  the  wifdoni 
and  fflajefty  of  the  fupreme  Legiflator,  to 
make  Laws,  and  then  evacuate  mem  by  dif- 
pencing  rewards  without  any  afpeft  on  their 
obfervance.  Tis  the  Sanftion  which  infpi- 
rits  the  Law ,  with<jut  which  the  divine ,  as  well 
as  the  human,  would  to  moft  men  be  a  dead 

^  letter. 

6z.  But  againft  this  God  has  abuntdant- 
ly  provided ,  not  only  by  the  conditionality 
of  the  promifes ,  but  the  terror  of  his  threats 
too ;  which  is  the  laft  part  of  Scripture  which 
falls  under  confideration.    And  thefe  are  of 

\  the 
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tht  moft  direful  kinds ;  and  cannot  better  be 
HlUftratcd  then  by  the  oppofition  they  fkand 
ift  to  the  promifes : '  for  as  thofc  included  all 
things  that  might  make  meiv  happy  ieither  as 
to  this  life  Or  the  neJct ;  fo*  thefe  do  all  thit 
may  make  them  miferable.  If  we  make  our 
refleftion  on  all  the  particulars  of  thepromi- 
fcs  V  we  fhall  find  the  threats  anfwering  them 
as  their  revcrfe  or  dark  ftiadow. 
^  63.  At^D  firil  as  concerning  the  outward 
ftate  j  if  we  look  but  into  the  x8  oi^eut.  we 
ftall  find ,  that  after  all  the  gracious  promifes 
which  begun  the  chaptet ,  it  finally  ends  •  in 
thimder  ,  in  the  moft  dreadful  denunciations 
imaginable  ,  and  thof^  adapted  by  a  moft 
peculiar  oppofition  to  tliifi  former  promifes :  as 
the  Reader  Tfl^y  fee  at  large  in  tliat  Chapter. 
And  the  whole  tenor  of  the  Scripture  go*s  in 
the  like  ftile.  Thus,  Pfal.  140.11.  A  wicked 
ferjmjhallnotpro^erin  the  earthy  eviUjhall 
hunt  thefwickeaman  to  &verthrWD  him.  The  Lord 
will  not  Juffer  the  righteous  tofamijh  ,  but  he 
cafieth  out  the  Jubftance  of  the  wicked;  Pro, 
10.3.  Ai^d  again ,  the  rhhteous  eateth  to  the 
fatisfying  of  his  foul-  buPthe  belly  of  the  wicked 
Jhallwant ,  Pro.  ly.  x^.  Multitudes  of  like  ge- 
neral thrcamings  of  temporal  improfperi- 
rtr  thtre  iare  eivery  Where  fcatter'd  throout 
tire  ^Scripture  ;  and  many  more  appli'd  to 
particular  vices  ,  as  flotn  ,  unmerciftilnefs , 

luxury. 
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liixui-y,  and^cheilke;  which  wauld  be  I^te 
t(y6  long  to 'enumerate.  •'•  V 

..'154.  And  s^hd  .chefe  thkatniftei  w«y 
hem.  fomtimej^  ■  to  >  hi  litarally"  ^  cummted^&y 
.th&  wesrlth  and  o|>t]ikA£y  of wtd&ed ifieA,-'y«: 
theyBCvef  mifs^T  being  tealiyianii  Vertualhy 
verifte'd;  tor  etehet  their  profpetitics  aue'voy 
Aort,^iand  ortly  prepatativ*  to  a  more  ^mi- 

nent  ruifl,  which  Vv^as  tkc  PfalitfiftS  rdbi^r 
tion  of  this  doUbtj  iPya/.'>^i.«*Vfjif€if  (1^4 
feave  thefn  the  «Satter  of  tewi^oral  happi- 
nefs;'  j^et  hc^MlMias  the(v«i*u«  iiid  ipliftt 
trf  them^  tenders  them  eriity'aWd  urifatisfy- 
iflg.'  •  This  is  wisil  fekpreft  liy  the^falfflilft-in 
the  citfe  of  the 'IftaeUtes  •  He  ^a^ -fkth'tbiit 
'dija^i  I  •  and'fent^'mefs  wiWult  iOfb  their  ^f, 
Pfo.  10'^.  i^:  arid'l^  Z(^h^\  '  ^itb/vo^'i^. 
\vrierd  fpeiking  oP  the  wiclttdi  he  faith;  IH 
tls^fitmfs  of  hti  fitpeietuy  jhaiihe^  in  firaiti. 
And  to  this  Sblmmh  Ifeems  to- ifefer ,  wheh^llte 
^ttlth V '■  the  bkJiHg offheLofUmdl^h rich;  «^ 
■he'^deih  mf&rr^k/blth  iiSy  Prd^fo.ix.  ?  ^'^^ 
'  (iy;  NiiTrffeft  **  it  iMliyj^e^omforef;^ 
•life- •  feu t  life''  ft !  feif '  that-  'IS'  ^:htd4thed'  -tO  -fefc 
taken  from  wicked  men:  untim^l^ 4eiith'% 
fcfei^ftoiit  «hc  Old  feftameht'  freqiftittly  iflen- 
tibh^r'as  the  gUQfdOn  of  iihpkty : -lei? toftiftli 
aifilri'd  judidafly  \^  partieUlat  cafes'?  ;'#9r 
yktaa^be-  eut  *^Jf^  Bs  peophw  ^b^ng  the  u!U8l 
feiittfnce  upeitt' 'k6ft  bi{enderi$  uhder  «Wl^- 
Vitical  Law.  ^ut  ISs^fo  me>6areeii)«o^feh^ 
•'•  rally 
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rally  as  an  immedlat  judgment  from  God : 
The  blood'thirfty  and  deceitful  menJhaUwtti^t 
CM  half  their  dates ,  PfaJ,  y  y .  X3 .  Farther  yet, 
their  names  ihall  putrifyasfoon  as  their  Car- 
kafles:  the  juame  ef  the  wifked  jhall rot  \  Pro. 
10.7.  .  Nariboth  their  irtfamy  and  tfeeir  ruin 
are.  intaii'a  i^oa  their  feoderity.  Tk^Jkedtf 
evH  dQers  Jh^U  never  ^  be  renowned,  prepare 
jlimf^ter  fw^  children^  for  the  iniquity  cf 
their  fathfr^ i  lUi,  i4.ao;M. 
:  f^:  \y  vf^:,^^  look.o^  Seriptur^:  thiteat- 
iliiiigs'  in.  ?el#t3«^  to  the  miiad  of  inan„  we 
ibati  fin4:t4i!fi|i:^yet  more  fey  etc:  wilful  im- 
rpetutentfinriejrs,  being  cut  off  from  the  bene- 
iSiPi-of  the  n^w  icovenant ,  ^  nor  barely  fo ,  but 
lopl^'d  iipqn,58ii,d^fpifers  of  ip^  and  that  blood 
of  Chrift  in  whifh  it  was  feaPd ;  Heb.  10. 29, 
nay  as  thoft  rtiiiythef  ous  Wretches  that  -  ihed 
it  I  They  .cri^ffyfo  themfehes  the  Son  cfGt^d 
'pMhy  Hf^A^d^'  An4  tlii«  is.  the  feUeft 
\fi?ntence.tlKS&N^«^  fail  oi^^an  man  in^fbip 
life ;  to  bei  l\\^  ^i^iid^nchik^^  pf  all  thft  pffiyjr 
]Uge§  of  t^ei/|^G(jfpeJ,  ai»4  rgwkt  as.  well  in 
tpun|(hm€ntya.$:gijUt.,  ^With  th«nioftcri4iinpu$ 

;,pf  m^nki|il4.:;; :.  :jr    :    ;   .  '     '  ^  /i .      . 

f ,^^7- V  F  ^^o^  l>/ence/j:i^  45?(rfe<iiviitio.thar 
^tbfi.ji^ind  r^%»ii?fi- not-oftlyrin  its  .native liiur 
^ijricy ,  but*4n;  a  1  greater  aijdl^nore  incurajble 
Jp^irWlTtil&dfha^.  bloud;  \^Ki^  alones^Cfwld 
-?lfa«tCe  it;>rf§rYf^:.but  tObJ9ml)r#5  and  pollute 
i!fte,and*^  ihmf^i^^^i^  ^aAd:;^|ccitp  ir  to  aU 

\\::\  imma* 
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immanities  and  vileneiles :  and  he  that  is  thus 
Jilthy ,  'tis  the  doom  pronounc'd  againft  him , 
that  he  JhaU  be  filthy jttll.  Rev.  xi .  1 1 . 

68.  And  then  in  the  fecbnd  place ,  what 
icalm  can  there  be  to  fuch  a  mind  ?  what  re- 
mains to  fuch  a  perfon  ,  but  that  fearful 
exfeEtatlon  of  wrath  and  fiery  indignatim , 
which  the  Apoftle  mentions,  Heb.io.xj.  In- 
deed ,  were  there  none  but  temporal  mif- 
chiefs  to  fear  ,  yet  it  wcte  yery  unnlefant  to 
think  ones  felf,  likeG/i»,  out-law'dfirom  the 
prefence  and  proteftion  of  God;  to  be  afraid 
that  every  man  that  meets  uf  Jhould  fif^  us , 
Gen.  4.14.  Nay  ,  thofc  confus'd  indiftin^): 
fears  of  indefinite  evils  which  attend  guilt , 
are  very  unquiet  unealy  inmates  in  the  mind. 
This  is  .excellently  delcrib'd  by  Mofesi  The 
Lord Jhall  give  thee  a  trembling  mart ,  and  fail- 
ingofeies ,  and  farrow  of  mind ,  and  thy  life  Jhall 
hang  in  donbt  before  thee ,  and  thou  J  halt  fear 
day  and  night  i  in  the  fnorning  thou /halt  Jay^ 
would  Gods  t  were  evening ,  ana  in  the  evemng , 
would  God  it  were  morning  ,  Deut,  x^.  65', 
66  J  67. 

69,  And  what  can  be  more  wretched  then 
to  have  a  mind  thus  agitated  and  toft,  rackt 
and  torturM;  efpecialfy  whe^  thro  all  thcfe 
clouds  it  fees  ?i  iglimpfe  iof  the  eterfi4  To- 
phcj;  ;:.ai^d  knows ,  th^t  fr-^jisi  the  biftow^  pf 
tliis  uneafy  ftatc,:>t  i»>f|l>  1^  toft  intO;that^ 
X^ake  of  fire..  ^^4  this/i^  indeed  the  dregs  of 
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the  €tf  tfGids  iirMh,  the  dreadfuUeft  and 
moil  aftonifliing  of  ail  /Scripture  denuncia* 
cions.  This  comprehends  ali  that  the  nature 
6£  ittan  is  capable  of  fuffering.  Divines  di- 
ftiiigailh  it  into  the  pain  of  fente ,  and  of  lofs : 
that  of  fenfe  is  reprefented  to  us  in  Scripture 
by -fire;  and  that  accended,  and  rendered 
noifam  as  well  as  painful  by  brimftone ,  that 
z^i&i  tte  fmell  as  Well  as  the  touch :  fom* 
times  by  imtir  duH^efs  ^  ^wailif^  and  gnajh- 
i$§g  of  teeth ,  to  grate  the  ears ,  and  confume 
the  eies ;  by  intolerable  thirft ,  to  torment  the 
palate.  Not  that  we  are  to  think  the  fend- 
tive  paifis  of  Hell  do  not  infinitly  exceed  all 
thefe;  but  becaiife  thefe  are  the  higheft  me- 
fures  oar  prefent  capacities  ca^i  make ,  and  are 
adequate  to  thofd  le nfes  for  wliofe  carnal  fa* 
tisladtons  we  incur  them. 

70,  Tme  paifi  of  lofs  is  yet  more  difmal; 
as  beiftg  feated  in  the  foul ,  whofe  fpiritual 
nature  will  then  fcirve  it  only  to  render  its 
torments  more  lefin'd ,  and  acute.  With  what 
anguiih  will  it  then  fee  it  fclf  banifli'd  f rom 
the  prefence  of  God ,  and  confequently  from 
:tll  that  ¥nay  give  fati^faAion  and  blifs  to  the 
c««t<ire  ?  But  vet  with  how  much  deeper  an- 
gUil^  will  it  reneift  on  it  felf  as  the  Author  of 
that  deprivation?  How  will  it  recdileft  die 
miiily  defpis^d  tertders  of  grace  ^  the  eafy 
tetlfcis  dh  which  isilvation  might  have  bin 
had?  And  how  fadly  will  eonfeience  dtien  re* 

^  venge 
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venge  all  its  ftifled  adm^nitians  bv  an  nnfiieii* 
ceable  clamor ,  that  worm  wbkb  never  dies  , 
Mar.  9 .  4&.  How  wounding  will  it  then  be  to 
fie  Abraliam,  Ifaac  and  Jacob  ,    andi^ali  tlk« 

that  poor  Laaarus  .vrhom  hert  nien  tnrn^cl 
over  to  the  charity  6f  their  dogs)  sfid  it  felf  in 
the  company  of  the  devil  and  his  angels  ^  ^ho 
will  then  upbraid  what  they  oncdidticttd  to? 

71.  Nat  Vic  £  abhors  nothing  more  then 
to  have  our  mifcry  inlulted  over  by  thofc 
who  drew  us  into  it:  yet r that  no*  eircum^ 
fiance  may  be  lacking  to  their  torment,  this 
muft  ibe:  the  perpennat  entertainhitni;  of 
damn'd  fouls.  And  to  al|;  this  Eternity  is  the 
difmal  !adjun(5l ;  which  is  x}f  all  other  cirei»n* 
ftanceis  the  moil:  di£oonfolate ,  9s  leaving  4iot 
fo  much  as  a  glimpfe  of  hopes ;.  which  here 
ufes  ftill  to  be  the  refervc;  and  laft  refort  of 
the  miierabie.  :^..-':.,. 

72..  Tttxis  Eti^nity  is  that  whscb  gii^es  an 
edg , ,  iofufes  a  new.i  acrinnny  into .  the  tor* 
ments':  and  is  the  highbfb drain,  t^ vertical 
point  of  mifery.  Thefc  are  thcSc  terrors  ^ 
ti^  L/mdi  with  which  xheiScriptitreitcqpiaincs 
us :  and  fucii we  cantmt  £iy  ^at  th^sii^e  Mt 
contemtible  menaces;  but  fuch  ai'foiir  tlie 
dreadful  Majelty  of  thisit:  G^dwbeJs  kcenfii^ 
mngfar f  Hcb.  ixv  19.  .So  thifi  theie!  ate  as 
aptly:  aocomfnodated  for  the  ijxeiting  b»r 
drei^,  ak  rthe  promi&s  were  j6f  dut  iovei 
,  ;  O  X  both 
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both  joinriy  concur  to  awake  our  induftry. 

73.  For  God  has  bin  fo  good  to  mankind , 
as  to  niake  die  tlireats  conaitional  as  well  as 
the  jproiqiies :  fo  that  we  as  well  know  the 
way  to  avoid  the  one,  as  we  do  to  attain  the 
Other.  Nor  has  he  any  otlier  intendment  or 
end  in:propo(ing  them.,  but  that  we  may  do 
fo.  See  :to  this  purpofe,  with  what  folemnity 
he  protfiftsrit  by  Miffis  /  Icallheavenandearth 
to  reconL^ampym  this  day  that  I  havefet  be- 
fore you'lrfi  and  deatk,  blejfing  and curfingy 
thereforMhufe  life ,  that  both  thou  and  thy  feed 

74. 1  have  now  rim  thro  the  fever al  parts 
of  Scripime  I  propoled  to  fpeak  of.  Arid  tho 
I  havti  Jn.each  gcvea  rather  fhort  inflances 
and  cfiaies  then  aii  t%zSt  defcription,  yet' 
even  da  thefe  contraftcd  iineaments  the  ex- 
quifit  proportions  may  be  difcern'd*  And  if 
the  Reader  ihall  hence  be  incourag'd  to  ex- 
tend his  cbni^niplitions ,  and  as  he:  reads  ho- 
ly Scriptucer, .  obfervetit  ia  all  its  grates ,  and 
mil  dimenfkxns;  I  doubt  not  he  wilt  pro- 
nounce froift  his  experience ,  that  the  matter 
of  thq;  fliivine  Book  is  very  correfpondent  to 
the  Auiihciir :  which  j  is  the  hi]^fl:  Eulogy 
imaginable.  .  -»  .ii 

75*.  In  the  nexjj>  place  we  aretd  confider 
the  holy  ^Scripture;th  j^diation  to  its  end  and 
deiign;  in  proportioii  to  which -every  thing 
is  more  orleis  valuable^o  Xhe  moft  exquifit 

^  ')  frame 
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frame,  and  curio:us  contrivance,  that  lias- nof. 
deterfnihat  end  or  ufe,  15  but  a  piece  of  indu- 
^riouS'foUy ,  a  Sliders  web  \  as  the  Prophet? 
fpeaks,  I/a.  59^.  5.  Now  thofe  defigns  havfciilj-^ 
waies  been  cftcem-d  the  moft  excellent  t^at* . 
have  had  te  tnoft  \vorthy  fubjefts,  and  birf 
of 'the-greateft  e'xtdrit.     Accordingly,  dioT^ 
who  have  projeAed  the  obliging  and  ben^- 
fitittg  of  other 'mefti[tho  bdt  widiin  a  pHyat 
Sphere  )  have  alwaiiBs  bin  lopkt  on  as  men  of 
geoeifous  and  noble  defigns-  Thof^  who  have? 
takenf  pheir  Id  vet  higher,  -and  direfted  th^g 
aim  top  a  more  public  good  s  ^^ho  but  of  a^-' 
ty'or  :Narion,.jiave  propdMbttaWy  acqpiir'^d 
a  greater  efteem:  *  l^ut  thofe  wh6  hiave  a-fpi- 
r-cito  be  uhiverfat  benefaftors;,  td  do  fom^- 
thkig  ibr  the  common  benefit  of  the  world  t 
their'  fame  hast  icqminfionly  teiacli'd  -  as  f ar  a^ 
their  itiftuiencc  9  <  m^nj  have'  *evfcf (Ac  d  ,  hay 
fomttfues  (accoitdiii^^o  thd  common  ekctff- 
fes  of  mans  nature  J   adot*d  them.     Mihy 
of  the  heathen  xleiiriefi^  (  dfpe^iailv  'tlieir  d^ftii^ 
gods  ) Slaving  bin- bfilythofd^ef3K>hs ,  who^y 
mtrodticins  fomt  aibfui  Art  >  ^  ^W^^er  part  Kii 
jkiiowledg,  had'obligVl  mankind:^  So  we  k[6 
what  a^  natural  gratitude  ,m€fn  jife  apt  to  paj 
to  wotthy  and  g^newyfts  defignS^-'  And  if  tV*< 
will  te  content  buri  to  ftand  to  th^  comrfidll 
award  of  our  nature.,  the  Scripture  Avill  \Sk^i 
theifaii>eft  claimiiinaginable  ^tboiiit  rever^ce 
arid  4iiankfwlnef^^  ii^on  thisriyeijP  gccclflfli 
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pf  the  excellency  of  its  ^efigns. 

76.  Nor  need  we  borrow  the  balance  of 
the  SanAuary  to  weigh  tliem  in;  we  may  do 
it  in  our  own  fpates ;  for  they  exaftiy  anlwcr 
the  two  properties  above  mention'd ,  of  profit 
"^nd  difturivendTs  which  im  fecuiar  concerns 
are  the  ftandard  rules  of  good  defigns.  For 
^firft,  it  is  dbe  fple  fcot>eand.aimofScri|>ture> 
jhe  yery  end  for  whicn  -twas  writ ,  to  benefit 
and  advantage  m^n ;  and  that  fecondly ,  not 
only  fom  fit^aU  feleft  number ,  fom  little  an* 
gle  or  corner  ?of,  the  world,  but  the  whole 
rac^;  of.  mankiiyi  ^  the  entire  Univerfe ;-  and 
he  that  can  im^m  a  more  diffuiive.deftgtt, 
mttft  imag;in  nio^e  worlds  alfo. 

7^  Nq.t  for,tKe  firft  6/ thefe^  that  it  is 
the  defign  of  the  Scripture  to  beneit  men » 
we  need  a|ppis,al:J>utto%i:ipturei 
furely  can^«yjc^|he  bej(l :actK>un^  to  whateods 
'tis  wrciftirt^Aad.  that ;teUsu8,  itist^mabsns 
tf^lfe  untqjalVfitftm^  *  Tim,  5,^15.  In  which  is 
comprehel|ded\th9  greateft  bcf^fit  thic  mans 
naiture  is  c^gble  of :.  die  making  us  wife 
\i^h^e  weJiive  Jhere ,  aadtheficvihgusebemal- 
iyi  And  thteifjire  i$  the  ihoft  ^nerbufe',  .die 
moft  obliging  ^efigfi,.  thai?  'tis  poffible  even 
for  the  Creatcir  to  haye.>upon  me  creature: 
l^n^  this  is  it  which  thc2  holy  &criptui£  n^o- 
tiatfis  with  us.:  \ 

.7B.  AKi)/iirS:«  the  i  msdung  ixs  wife v  isfo 
iayiting  %  fo^^pglU  to  ^niaiiity  >  diat  wc  fee 

when 
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when  tiiat  was  mlich  wifcr  then  now  it  is,  it 
caught  at  a  fallacious  tender,  of  it ;  the  very 
found  of  it ,  tho  out  of  the  devils  mouth ,  fa- 
fcinatcd  our  firft  Parents ,  and  hurried  them 
to  the  higheft  difobedicnce ,  and  certaineft 
ruin.  And  therefore  now  God  by  the  holy 
Scriptures  makes  us  an  offer  as  much  more 
fafe ,  as  it  is  more  fincere ;  when  hefends  his 
Word  thus  to  be  a  lamf  to  ourfeet\  and  alight 
to  onr  paths ^  Pf.  ii9,  loj.  to  teach  us  all 
that  is  good  for  us  to  know ,  our  affeftation  of 
iterance  will  be  more  culpable  then  theirs 
br  knowledg ,  if  we  do  not  admire  the  kind- 
nefs ,  &  embrace  die  bounty  of  fuch  a  tender. 
79,  Novr  the  making  us  wife  muft  be  uiti- 
derftood  according  to  the  Scripture  notion 
of  wifdom,  which  is  not  the  wiJHom  of  this  worlds 
nor  of  the  Trinces  of  this  world  ^  which  come  td 
nought ,  as  the  Apoftlefpeaks ,  i  Cor.  %.  ^.  but 
that  wifdom  which  depends  from  above ,  Ja.  3 . 
17.  wiiich  he  there  dcfcribes  to  htfrjipire^ 
then  peaceable ,  gentle  and  eajy  to  be  intreatedy 
fuUof mercy  and  gmd fruits ,  without  partiality , 
and  without  hypBcriJy.  Indeed  the  Scripture 
ufually  contprehends  thefe  and  all  other 
graces  under  Wifdom ;  for  it  makes  it  fyno- 
nymous  to  that  which  includes  them  all ,  viz. 
the  fear  of  the  Lord,  Thus  we  find  throout 
die  whole  Book  of  Proverbs  thefe  ^s'd  as 
terms  convertible.  In  Ihort ,  Wifdom  is  that 
pradical  knowledg  of  Ood  and  our  felves 

which 
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which  jengages  us  to  obedience  and  duty; 
and  this  is  agreeable  to  that  definition  the 
Wife  man  gives  of  it;  The  wifdom  ofthefru- 
4enP  is  to  under  ft  and  his  way ,  Pro.  14.8.  With- 
out this,  all  the  moftrefin'd  and  aerial  fpecu- 
lations,  are  but  like  Tholes^ s  ftar-gazing; 
which  fecur'd  him  not  from  falling  in  the 
water ;  nay ,  betrai'd  him  to  it.  In  this  is  all 
folid  wifdom  comprised. 

.80.  The  utmoft  iill  the  wife  men  in  the 
world  have  pretended  to ,  is  but  to  know  what 
true  happinefs  is ,  and  what  is  the  means  of 
attaining  it ;  and  what  they  fought  with  fo 
much  ftudy ,  and  fo  little  luccefs ,  the  Scri- 
pture prefents  us  with  in  the  greateft  certain- 
ty, and  plaineft  charafters,  fuch  as  he  that 
runs  may  read^  Hab.  2.  x.  It  acquaints  us  with 
that  fupreme  felicity ,  that  chief  good  where- 
of Philofophy  could  only  give  us  a  name; 
and  it  Ihews  us  the  means ,  marks  us  out  a  path 
which  will  infallibly  lead  us  to  it.  Accor- 
dingly we  find  that  Solomon  after  all  the  ac- 
curate fearch  he  had  made  to  find  what  was 
that  good  for  the  ft>ns  of  men  i  he  fliuts  up  his 
inqueft  in  this  plain  conclufion :  Fear  God  and 
keep  his  commandments  \  for  God  f hall  bring 
every  work  unto  judgment  ^  Ecclef.  11.13  ,  ^4- 
The  regulating  our  lives  fo  by  the  rules  of 
Piety,  as  may  acquit  us  at  our  final  account, 
is  the  moft  eligible  thing  that  falls  within  hu- 
man cognizance;  and  that  not  only  in  rela- 
tion 
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tiori  to  the  fuperlativc  happinefs  of  the  next 
world,  but  even  to  the  quiet  and  tranquillity 
of  this.  For  alas,we  are  impotent  giddy  crea- 
tures, fwai'd  fomtimes  by  one  paflion,  fqm- 
times  by  another ;  nay  often  the  interfear- 
ing  of  oiir  appetites  makes  us  irrefolute  which 
we  are  to  gratify ,  whilft  in  the  interim  theii: 
ftrugling  agitates  and  turmoils  the  mind. 
And  what  can  be  more  defirable  in  fuch  a 
cafe,  then  to  put  our  felves  under  a  wifer 
conduft  then  our  own ;  and  as  oppreft  States 
ufc  to  defeit  all  lefler  pretenders  by  becom- 
ing homagers  to  fom  more  potent :  fo  for  us 
to  deliver  our  felves  from  tiie  tyranny  of  our 
lufts ,  ^  by  giving  up  our  obedience  to  him 
whofe  fervice  is  peVfeft  freedom. . 

81.  Were ^  there- no  other  advantage  of 
the  exchange,  but  the  bringing  us  under  fixt 
and  determinat  Laws ,  'twere  very  confidera- 
ble.  Every  man  would  gladly  know  the  terms 
of  his  fubjeftion  ,  and  have  fom  Handing 
rule  to  gxiide  himfelf  by ;  and  Gods  Laws  are 
fo ;  we  may  certainly  know  what  he  requires 
of  us :  but  the  mandats  of  our  paflions  are 
arbitrary  and  extemporary  :  what  pleafes 
them  to  day  difgufts  them  to  morrow  ;  and 
we  muft  alwaies  be  in  readinefs  to  do  we 
know  nt)t  what ,  and  of  all  the  Arbitrary 
governments  that  men  either  feel  or  fear, 
this  is  doubtlefs  the  mod  miferable.  I  wi(h  our 
apptehenfions  of  it  were  but  as  fenfible :  and 
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then  wc  fliould  think  the  holy  Scripture  did 
us  the  office  of  a  Patriot,  in  oiFering  us  a 
refcue  from  fo  vile  a  flavery, 

8x.  And  that  it  do's  make  us  this  offer ,  is 
man^feft  by  the  whole  tenor  of  the  Bible.  For 
firft  it  rowzes  and  awakes  us  to  a  fenfe  of  our 
condition ,  ihews  us  that  what  we  call  liberty , 
is  indeed  the  faddei):  feryitude ;  that  he  that 
cotnmitteth  fin  is  the  fervant  of  Jin,  Jo.  8.  34. 
that  thofe  vices  which  pretend  to  ferve  and  I 
grati^  us ,  do  really  fubdue  and  enilave  us , 
and  fetter  when  they  feem  to  embrace :  and 
whereas  the  will  in  all  other  oppreffions  re- 
tains its  liberty ,  this  tyranny  brings  that  al- 
fo  into  vaiTalla&^e:  renders  ou^r  fpiritsfo  mean 
and  fervile ,  that  we  chufe  bondage ;  arc 
apt  to  fay  with  the  Ifraelites ,  Lei  us  alme 
that  we  may  ferve  the  Eg^tians ,  Ex.  14.  ix. 

83.  And  what  greater  kindnefs  can  be 
don  for  people  in  this  forlorn  abject  con- 
dition ,  then  to  animate  them  to  caft  off  this 
yoke ,  and  recover  their  freedom.  And  to 
this  are  moft  of  the  Scripture  exhortations 
addreft ;  as  may  be  feen  in  a  multitude  of 
pfaces,  particularly  in  the  fixth  chapter  to 
the  Romans ,  the  whole  fcope  whereot  is  di- 
reftly  to  this  purpofe. 

84.  Nor  do's  it  only  found  the  alarm ,  put 
us  upon  the  conteft  witn  our  enemies ,  but  it  af- 
fifts  us  in  it ,  furniihes  us  with  that  whole  armor 
of  God  which  we  find  defcrib'd ,  Efh.  6. 1 3.  Nay 

further 
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further  it  excites  our  courage,  by  afluringus 
that  if  we  will  not  bafeiy  furrendcr  our  felves , 
we  can  never  be  overpowered  if  we  do  but 
ftandour  ground ;  refift  our  enemy ,  htwillfiy 
from  m;  Ja.  4*  7.  And  to  that  purpofe  it  di- 
refts  us  under  what  banner  wx  are  to  lift  our 
felves ;  even  his  who  hath ^oiPd principalities 
and  powers  y  Col.  x.  i^.  to  whofe  conduft  and 
difcipUne  if  We  conftantly  adliere ,  we  cannot 
mifs  of  viftory, 

85,  And  then  laftly  it  fets  before  us  the 
prize  of  this  conqueft;  that  we  ihalt  not  only 
recover  our  liberty,  manumit  our  felves  from 
the  vileft  bondage  to  the  vileft  and  enielleft 
oppreflbrs ;  but  we  fhall  be  crown'd  for  it  too , 
be  rewarded  for  being  kind  to  our  felves, 
and  be  made  happy  erernally  hereafter  for 
being  willing  to  be  happy  here. 

89.  An0  fure  thele  are  terms  fo  appa- 
rently idvantageous ,  that  he  muft  be  infinitly 
ftupid  (  foolilh  to  deftruftion  )  tliat  will  not 
be  thus  made  wife  unto  falvation ,  that  defpi- 
fes  or  cavils  at  this  divine  Book ,  which 
.  means  him  fo  much  good ,  which  defigns  to 
make  him  live  here  generoufly  and  accor- 
ding to  the  dignity  of  his  nature ,  and  hx  the 
nc%t  world  to  have  that  nature  fublimated , 
and  exalted,  made  more  capacious  pf  thofe 
refind  and  immehfe  felicities,  which  there 
await  all  who  will  qualify  themfelves  for 
them ;  who  (  as  the  Apoftle  ^^s  )  by  patient 

P  X  con- 


1 1 6        The  Chriftians  Birth-right,  ^c. 


cpntinuance  in  well  doing  feek  for,  glory ,  and 
honor ,  and  immortality ,  eternal  life,  Rom.x,  7. 
87.  But  befides  the  greateft  and  princi- 
pal advantages  which  concern  our  fpiritual 
intereft,  it  takes  in  alfo  the  care  of  our  fecu- 
lar ,  direfts  us  to  fuch  a  managery  of  our  felves, 
as  is  naturally  apt  to  promote  a  quiet  and 
happy  life.  Its  injunftion  to  live  peaceable 
with  all  men ,  keeps  us  out  of  the  way  of  many 
mifadventures ,  wliich  turbulent  unruly  fpirits 
meet  with,  and  fo  fecures  our  peace.  So  alfo 
as  to  wealth,  it  puts  usintothefaireftroadto 
riches  by  prefcribing  diligence  in  our  cal- 
lings: wnat  is  thus  got  being  like  found  flefli, 
which  will  flick  by  us;  whereas  the  hafty 
growth  of  ill-gotten  wealth  is  but  a  tumor 
and  impoftume,  which  the  bigger  itfwells ,  the 
fooner  it  burfts  and  leaves  us  lanker  then  be- 
fore. In  like  manner  it  fhews  us  alfo  how  to 
guard  our  reputation ,.  by  providing  hdnejl 
things  not  only  in  the  fight  of  God,  hut  alfo  in 
the  fight  of  men ,  Cor.8.x8.  by  abftainingeven 
from  all  abearance  of  evil ,  iThef.  5'.xx.  and 
making  our  Ught  Jhine  before  men.  Mat.  ^.\6. 
It  provides  too  for  our  eafe  and  tranquillity , 
fuperfedes  .our  anxious  cares  and  follicitud's , 
by  direfting  us  to  caft  our  burden  upon  the  Lord, 
Pfal.  55'.  XX.  and  by  a  reliance  on  his  provi- 
dence how  to  fecure  to  our  felves  all  we 
really  Want.  Finally  it  fixes  us  in  all  the 
changes,  fupports  us  under  all  the preflures , 

com- 
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comforts  US  amidft  all  the  calamities  of  this 
life ,  by  afluring  us  they  ihall  all  work  together 
for  good  to  thofe  that  love  Gods  Ro.  8.  x8. 

88.  Nor  do's  the  Scripture  defign  to  pro- 
mote our  interefts  confider  d  only  ungly  and 
perfonally ,  but  alfo  in  relation  to  Societies 
and  Communities ;  it  .gives  us  the  beft  rules 
of  diftributive  aud  commutative  Juftice; 
teaches  us  to  render  to  aU  their  dues ,  Ro.  13.7. 
to  keep  our  words,  to  obferve  inviolably  all 
our  pafts  and  contrafts ;  nay  tho  th^  prove 
to  our  damage^  Pfa.  15'.  4.  and  to  preferve 
exaft  fidelity  and  truth ;  which  are  the  fmews 
of  human  commerce.  It  infufes  into  us  noble 
and  generous  principles',  to  prefer  a  common 
good  before  our  private :  and  that  higheft 
Sight  of  Ethnic  vertue,  that  of  dying  for 
ones  Country ,  is  no  more  then  the  Scripture 
prefcribes  even  for  our  common  brethren, 
iJo.^.iS. 

89.  But  befides  thefe  generals ,  itdefcends. 
to  more  minute  dire<%ions  accommodated 
to  our  feveral  circumftances ;  it  gives  us  ap- 
propriate rules  in  reference  to  our  diftin^l 
relations ,  whether  natural ,  civil ,  ecclefiafti- 
cal ,  or  (Economical  And  if  men  would  but 
univerfally  conform  to  them,  to  what  ablef- 
fcd  harmony  would  it  tune  the  world  ?  what 
order  and  peace  would  it  introduce  ?  There, 
would  then  be  no  oppreffive  Governors ,  nor 

mutinous  S  ub)e(^s ;  no  unnatural  Parents ,  nor 

con- 
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contumacious  Children :  no  idle  Shepherds , 
or  ftraying  Flocks  :  none  of  thofe  dcnneftic 
jars  which  oft  difquict ,  and  fomtimes  fubvert 
families;  all  would  be  calm  and  ferene;  and 
give  us  in  reality  that  golden  Age ,  whereof 
the  Poets  did  but  dream. 

90.  This  tendency  of  the  Scripture  is 
remarkably  acknowledged  in  all  our  public 
Judicatories ,  where  before  any  teftimony  is 
admitted ,  we  caufe  the  perfon  that  is  to  give 
his  teftimony ,  firft  to  lay  hold  of  with  his 
hands ,  then  with  his  mouth  to  kik  the  holy 
Scriptures :  as  if  it  were  impoifible  for  thole 
hands ,  which  held  the  my  fteries  of  Truth ,  to 
be  immediatly  emploi'd  in  working  falfc- 
hood ;  or  that  thofe  tips  which  had  ador  d 
thofe  holy  Oracks ,  fliould  be  polluted  with 
perjuries  and  lies.  And  I  fear^  the  civil  Go- 
vernment is  exceedingly  fliaken  at  this  day 
in  its  firmeft  foundation,  by  the  littjc regard 
is  generally  had  of  the  holy  Scriptures ,  and 
what  is  confequent  thereto ,  the  oaths  tliat 
are  taken  upon  thenr. 

91.  T"is  true,  we  are  for  removed  from 
that  ftate  which  Efiiiah  propheciedof  under 
the  Qofpel ,  tho  we  have  the  Bible  among  us ; 
that  when  theLawJhouldgp  firth  6f  Sion ,  and 
the  Word  of  the  Lo^d  from  Jerufalem ,  the^ 
JhouLlbeat  their  Jwords  Into  pkw-Jhares ,  and 
their /pears  into  planing  hooks  ^  Ef.  x.  4.  bur 
that  is  not  from  arty  defe<ft  in  it,   but  from 

our 
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our  own  perverfnefs :  we  have  it ,  but  (  as  the 
Apoftle  ipeaks  in  another  fenfe  )  as  if  we  had 
it  not ,  I  Cor.  7.  x?.  We  liave  it  ( that  is ,  ufe 
it  )  to  purpofes  widely  different  from  what  it 
means.  Som  have  it  as  a  Smferfedeas  to  all  the 
duty  it  injoins ;  and  fo  they  tzrx  but  cap  texts , 
talJc  glibly  of  Scripture ,  are  not  at  all  con- 
cerned to  praftice  it :  fom  have  it  as  their  Ar- 
fenal ,  to  furnifti  them  with  weapons ,  not  a- 
jainft  their  fpiritual  enemies,  but  their  fecu- 
far:  applying  all  the  damnatorv  fentences 
they  there  fiiKl  ^  to  aU  thofe  to  whofe  perfons 
or  opinions  they  have  prejudice^  And  font 
have  it  as  a  Scene  of  their  mfirth ,  a  topic  of 
raillery,  drels  their  profane  and  fcurrilou^ 
jefts  in  its.  language;  and  fhidy  it  for  no  o^ 
dier  end  hxt  to  abufe  it.  And  wnilft  we  treat 
it  at  this  vite  care ,  no  wonder  we  are  never 
tkd  better  for  it.  For  alas ,  what  Will  it  aval 
us  to  have  the  moil  &)veraign  Bal&m  in  our 
poileffion ,  if  inftead  of  applying  it  to  oui? 
wounds^,  we  trampk  it  under  ottr  feet? 

9x  But  tho  we  may  fruftiate  the  ufey 
we  cannot  aker  the  nature  of  thiilgs.  Gods 
defign  in  giving  us  the  Scripture  was  to  makti 
us  as  happy  as  our  nature  is  capable  of  being ; 
'  and  the  Scripture  is  cxceltently  adapted  to 
this  end :  for  as  to  our  etetml  felicity ,  alt 
that  believe  there  is  any  fuch  ftate ,  Mult  ac- 
knowledg  the  Scripture  chalks  us  out  the  *ea- 
•dy  way  to  it:   not  only  becaufe  'tis  diiJtated 
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by  God  who  infallibly  knows  it ,  but  alfo  by 
its  prefcribing  tliofe  things  which  arc  in 
thcmfclvcs  bcft ;  and  which  a  fober  Heathen 
would  adjudg  fitted  tq  be  rewarded.  And  as 
to  our  temporal  happinefs  ,  I  dare  appeal  to 
any  unprejudic'd  man  ,  whether  any  thing 
can  contribute  more  to  the  peace  and  real 
happinefs  of  mankind  ,  then  the  univerfal 
praaice  of  the  Scripture  rules  would  do. 
Would  God  we  would  all  confpirc  to  make 
the  experiment ;  and  then  dbubtlefs ,  not  on- 
ly our  reafon ,.  hut  our  fenfo  too  would  be  con- 
viac'd  of  it. 

.93.  And  as  the  defign  is  thus  beneficial, 
fo  in  the  fecond  place  is  it  as  extenfive  alfo. 
Time  was  when-tbe  Jews  had  the  inclofure 
of  divine  Kevellation;  when  tlie  Oracles  of 
God  were  their  peculiar  df  pofitum  ,  and  the 
He4aheHhadnot  the  knowledg  oftnsLaws,  Pf 
ji^rf.ult.  but  fince  that  by  the  goodhefs  of 
God  the  Gentile f  ^re  become  ffiUaw-heirs ,  Eph. 
3.6.  he  hath  alfo  <leliver*d  into  their  hands 
the  deeds  and  evidences  of  their  future  ftate , 
given  them  the  holy  Scriptures  as  the  cxaft 
and  authentic  regiftres  of  the  covenant  be- 
tween God  and  man,  and  thefe  not  to  be 
like  the  heathen  Oracles  appropriated  to 
foni.one  or  two  particular  places  >  fo  that 
they  cannot  be  confulted  but  at  the  expence 
of  a  pilgrimage:;  but  laid  open  to  the  view 
fef  m  that  will  believe  themfelves  concerned. 

94.  It 
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9^.  It  was  a  large  comniiflion  our  Saviot 
gavehi5.t>ifciples;  go  preach  the  Gojpeltoe^e- 
ry  creature y  Mar.  i6.  15'.  (  which  in  the  nar- 
roweft- aceeptioa  muft  be  the  Gentile  world) 
and  yet  their  oral  Golpel  did  not  reach  far- 
ther then  the  writen:  for  wherever  theChri- 
ftian  Faith  was  planted ,  the  holy  Scriptiures 
were  left  as  the  records  of  it ;  nay,  asthecon- 
fervers  of  it  too ;  the  ftanding  rule  by  which 
all  corruptions  were  to  bedetefted.  Tistrue  > 
the  entire  Canon  of  the.  New  Teftament ,  as 
we  now  have  it ,  was  not  all  at  once  deliver  d 
to  the  Church ;  the  Golpels  and  Epiftles  be- 
ing fucceflively  writ ,  as  the  needs  of  Chri- 
ftians ,  and  the  encroachments  of  Heretics 
gave  occafion:  but  at  laft  they  became  all 
together  the  common  magazine  of  the 
Church ,  to  furnifh  arms  both  defenfive  and 
ofTenfive.  For  as  the  Gofpel  puts  in  our  hands 
the  ihield  of  Faith ,  fo  the  Epiftles  help  us  to 
hold  it ,  that  it  may  not  be  wrefted  out  of  our 
hands  again,  either  by  the  force  of  perfecu- 
tion ,  or  the  fly  infinuations  of  vice  or  he- 
rely. 

95*.  Thus  the  Apoftles  like  pfudBnt  lea- 
ders ,  have  beat  up  the  Ambufhes ,  difcoyer^d 
the  fnares  that  were  laid  for  us;  and  by  dif- 
Gomfiting  Satans  forlorn  hope,  that  earliefl; 
Set  of  falfe  teachers  and  corrupt  pradices 
which  then  invaded  the.  Church ,  have  laid  a 
foundation  of  viftory  to  the  fucceeding  Ages , 

a  if 
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if  they  will  but  Keep  clpfe  jto  their  conduft , 
adhere  to  thofe  facred  Writings  they  havQ 
left  behind  them  in  every  Church  for  that 
purpofc. 

9^.  Now  what  was  there  depofited,  was 
dengn'd  for  the  benefit  of  every  particular 
member  of  that  Church,  The  Bible  was  not 
committed  (like  the  Regalia  ^  or  rarities  of  a 
Nation)  to  be  Kept  under  locK  "and  Key  (and 
confcquently  to  conftitute  a  profitable  office 
for  the  Keepers)  but  exposed  liKe  the  Brazen 
Serpent  for  univerfaJ  view  and  benefit :  that 
facred  BooK  ( liKe  the  common  air )  being 
every  mans  propriety ,  y^t  no  mans  inclofiire ; 
yet  there  are  a  generation  of  men  whofe  eies 
nave  bin  evil ,  becaufe  Gods  have  bin  good ; 
who  have  ieal*d  up  this  fbring ,  monopolized 
the  word  ofXife »  and  will  allow  none  to  par- 
taKc  of  it  butfuch  perfons  ,  and  in  fuch  pro- 
portions as  they  pleafe  to  retail  it ;  an  attemt 
very  infolent  in  refpeft  of  God ,  whofe  pur- 
pole  they  contradict ;  and  very  injurious  in 
refpeft  of  man,  whofe  advantage  they  ob- 
ftruft.  The  iniquity  of  it  will  be  very  appa- 
rent ,  i^ we  con(ider  what  is  Qflfer'd  in  tlie  tol- 
lowing  Seftion, 
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SECT.    IV. 

'TheQiifiod^  of  the  holy  Scripture  k  a  privi- 
lege andright  of  the  Chrifiian  Church , 
and;  evefy  tuemb^fofit  y  which  cannot 
9P^h6tk  impiety  to  God  ^andirij  uft  ice  un- 
to., it  ^nd  th£m  ^.he  taken  away  or  em- 
pe^ht, 

.  .    •    '•  \ 

BE  s  IP  E  s  the  keeping  of  the  divine  Law , 
which  is  obfequious ,  and  imports  a  due 
tegard  f pall  its  Precepts,,  commonly  exprfefll 
in  ^  iScrijpture  by  keeping  the  commandments  ^ 
hearknin^  to ,  and  obeying  the  voice  offhe  Lord , 
walking  ,ih  his  wdieSf  and  obferving  and  d&ing^ 
his  fiatutes  and  his  judgments :  there  is  a  pof^ 
feifory  keeping  it ,  in  reference  to  our  felvcs 
and  otK^^Si  in  refpeft. whereof,  Almighty 
God,  0mt.  6,  and  elsewhere  frequently ,  hi^ 
Ving  enjoii^d  the  people  oilfrael^  io  hvethe 
hord their  God  with  at  their  heart ,  and  with  all 
their Joul)  and  with  all  their  might ,  and  that  the 
njDords  jwhich .  he  commanded  them  jtMild  be  in 
their  heart ,  he  adds ,  that  they  Jhall  teach  theni 
diligent h  to  their  children  ^  and  jhalt  talk  of 
them  Woen  f^eyjit  down  in  their  hou/es,  and  when 
they  walk  by  t^e  way,  and  when  they  lie  down,  and 
when  tlkyrifeupt  and  that  they  bind  thevifi^d 
Jpgn  upon  their  hand\  and  that  theyjh'dtl  Be  at 

Q^x  front* 
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frontlets  between  their  eies ,  and  that  theyjhatl 
write  themttpatt  thefo^s  of  their  houfi ,  andon 
their  gates.  So  juftly  Was  the  Law  call'd  the 
Scripture",  being  writ?n  by  them,,  ^inAworn 
upon  the  feveral  parts  of  the  body','  infcrib'd 
upon  the  walls  or  their  hbufes ,  the^entrance 
of  their  dores  and  eate§  of  their  CjtJQ^^  and 
in  a  word,  placed  before  their  cie^.jyh^crever 
they  cortvers'd. 

X.  A  1^6  this  was  granted  to  the?  JeWs,  as 
matter  of  privilege  and  favor.  Tothen^\  faies 
Saint  yW,  Kom.^.^.j^ertaineththeado/^tion, 
andtheHory,  and  the  covenants ,  andthegivrng 
Qffhe£.aw-  AntJ  the  fame  Saint^'i^f^,  at  the 
3.  chap.  1.  V.  of  that  Etoiftle,  mitb'the  que- 
ftion,  what  advantage  bath  thejehif  J  -GT  what 
^ofitisthereofcircumcifion  ,  anfwers  v  that  it  is 
ntuch  every  way ,  chiefj  bccanje.  unt\  tloem  were 
committed  f he  Oracles  of  God.  Thisd^^'ofitum 
or  truft  was  graiired  to  the  Fathers,'  that  it 
fliould  be  continued  down  unto  th'eir  chil- 
dren. He  made  a  covenant ,  fzlt^liavid ,  Pf. 
78.v.y.  with}zco^\  and  gave  l(i!itt  d%aw  y 
which  he  commanded  our  Fore-fathers  to  teach 
their  children  ,  that  pjetrpojierity  migbthtow  it, 
and  the  children  which  were  yet  motirn:  to.the 
inte/ft  that  when  they  came  up  -,  th^ytfiightjhew 
their  children  the  fame.  'Which  S(;riptare  by  a 
perpetual  fuccefllbn  was  to  he  haitaed  down 
unto  the  Chriftian  phurch  ,  the  Apoftles  on' 
i^ll  Qccafions  appealing  unto  them,  as  being 
■'"'■■'■     r(i^ 
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k  read  in  the  Synagogues  every  Sabbath  day  ^  Aft, 

i  13.  27.  and  alfo  privatly,   in  their  hands ^   fo 

i  that  they  might  at  plefure  y^^/rr^  into  them^ 

1  Jo.  5*.  39.  Aft.  17,  II.  Hereupon  the  Jews  arc 

t  by  Saint  Auftin  caird  the  Capjarii ,  or  fervants 

:  that  carried  the  Chriftians  Books.   And^^lf^^- 

«^i5/^  in  this  Traft  of  the  Incarnation,  faies, 

T he  Law'was  not f or  the  Jews  only  ^nor  were  the 

Prophets  fent  for,  them  alone  i  but  that  Nation 

was  theT)ivinity-Scholedfthe  whole  world; from^ 

whence  they  wefe'fo  fetch  the  knowkdg  of  God, 

and  the  way  of Jpiritual  living:  whifh  amounts 

I  to  what  the  Apoftle  faies,  Galat.3.z4.  That 

\  the  Lam  wa^s  a  Schok-mafter  to  hrim  us  unto 

Cbrift. 

3.  And  'tis  obfervable  that;  tlie  very  fame 
word ,  Rom.  3.x.  in  the  Text  even  how  Reci- 
ted/ which  cxprefle?  the  committing  of  the 
;  Oracles  of  G(>a  to  the  Jews,  is  mide  ufei df 
conftahtly  by  Saint  Taul,  when  he  declares 
the  truft  and  duty  incumbent  on  him  in  the' 
preaching  of  the  Gofpel :  of  wlifch  T  fee  i  Cor! 
9.  17,  Gal.  X.  7.  I  Thef  %.  4,  i  Tirkt.  ii.  Tit!\ 
1.3/  And  therefore ;  ai5hefaies,.i:<?dr.Q.T7jr^  J 
preach  the  Gofpek  T  have  nothing  td  glory  of; 
for  neceffit"^  is  laid  upon  me ,  yea  ,^  ivo  is  unto  me  if 
I  preach  not  the  Qofj^el,  for  iflldotlpts  thing  wih 
lihgfy  ,7  have  a  rewdrd  ;  but  ^apiinfimy  wfUy[ 
a  dijpenfation  of  the  Go^el  is  committed,  mtd'. 
me:  So.  may  alrChiriftians  lay,;,  if  we  our 
feives  keep  and  tratiiilhit  td  our  pbilerities  the , 
\  ■["'•  •  ^  .-'-^^-.  •    -^  •■'^-^-  /-holy 
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holy  Scriptures ,  we  have  nothing  to  glory  of*, 
for  a  neceflity  is  laid  upon  us ,  and  wo  be  unto 
us  if  wc  do  not  our  felveskeep,  andtranfmit 
'  to  our  pofterity  the  holy  Scriptures.  If  We  do 
this  thing  Willingly ,  we  have  a  reward ,  but  if 
againff  our  will ,  the  cuftody  of  the  Gofpel , 
iiid  at  leaft  that  difpenfation  of  it ,  is  com- 
mitted to  us.  But  if  we  art  Traditors ,  and  give 
Vp  ouf  Bibles ,  or  take  them  away  from  others  ; 
i^t  us  confider  how  black  an  apoftacy  and  fa^ 
ctilegc*  wc  fhaU  incur. 

.  4.  The  Mo^c  Law  w^s  a  temporary  con- 
(litution^  and  only  a  Jhadow  of^od  things  to 
come,  tfcb.io.  I*  but  the  Gofpel  being  in  its 
duration  as  W'ell  as^  itsintendment ,  everlafting. 
Rev..  1 4»  6.  and'  to  remain  when  time  /hall  be 
no  nwre^.  Rev.  10.  &.  it  is  an  infinitly  more 
precious  4^^oJitum ,  and  fo  with  greater  care 
ancT  (blenjtket  alrteftatron  XQ  fee  preferv'd,  Not 
only  the  Cle/gy ,  or  thep^eople  of  one  particu- 
lar Church  ,♦  nor  the  Clergy  of  the  liniyerfal 
arc  >ntrufl;ed  with^his  care ;  but  *tis  the  charge , 
die  privilege  and  duty  of  every  Chriflian 
man ,.  diat  either  is ,  or  was ,  or  ihall  be  in  the 
world;,  even  that  coUeftiVc  Church  which  a- 
bbve  all'  conipctition ,  is  the  fillar  and  ground 
ofiriah^  I  T^m.  3.  if.  againft  which  the  2S.- 
fiiults  of  men  and  devik, .  and  even  the^^if^x  (^ 
h^Ujhalf  not  prevail  ^  Mat,  id».  18. 

5:.  The  Gofpels  werenot  written  by  their 
hoTy^^cn-raen  to  inftrud  the  ApofUes ,  but  to 

the 


Sect.  IV.       CujtodyofHolyScrtfture.        xvj 

- 

the  Chriftian  Church ,  that  they  might  believe 
Jefus  was  the  Chrifi ,  the/on  of  God  ^  and  that  be* 
lieving  they  might  have  life  thro  hU  name ,'  Jo, 
xo.  31.  The  Emftles  Verc  not  addreft  pecu- 
liarly to  the  Biinops  and  Deacons,  but  all  the 
holy  brethren ,  to  the  Churches  of  God  that  are 
fanBlfied  In  J  ejus  Chrifi ,  and  to  all  thofe  that 
callufon  the  name  of  the  Lord  J  ejus  Chrifi ,  Rom* 
I,  7.  I  Cor.  I,  z,  xCor.i.  i^Galit. j.x.Eph. 
I.  I.  Col.  4.16.  I  Thef.  y.  27,  Phil- 1.  i.  Jam* 
I,  I.  I  Pet.  I.  I.  X  Pet.  1. 1.  Revel,  i.  4.  Or 
if  by  chance  fom  onp  or  two  of  the  Epiftles 
were  addreft  to  an  Ecclefiaftic  perfon ,  as  thofe 
to  Timothy  and  Tltm ,  their  purport  plainly 
tefers  to  the  community  of  Chriftians ,  and 
the  depofitum  committed  to  their  truift;  Tim. 
6.  xo.  And  Saint  John  on  the  other  fide  di- 
refts  his  Epiftles  to  thofe  who  were  plainly  fe- 
cular ;  to  lathers ,  young  men  and  Uttle  chil- 
dren; and  a  Lady  and  her  childreh,  Epift.  i. 
chap.  1.  IX.  13  ,  i4.andEpifl.x,i.i. 

6.  Bur  befides  the  intereft  which  every. 
Chriftian  has  in  the  cuftody  of  the  Scripture 
upon  the  accoimt  of  its  being  a  depofitum. 
intrufted  to  him ,  he  has  alfo  another  no  lefs 
forcible ;  tliat  'tis  the  Teftament  of  his  Sa- 
vior ,  by  which  he  becomes  a  Son  of  God,  no 
more  a  Servant  but  a.  Son  ;.  and  If  he  be  a  Son »  it 
is  the  Apoftles  inference  ,  that  he  is /A^»  ^» 
heir ,  an  heir  ofGpdthra  Chrifi ,  Gal.  4.-  7.  Now 
as  he  who  is  heir  to  an,  eftate,  is  alio  to  the 

deeds 
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deeds  and  conveianccs  thereof;  which  with- 
out injury  fcannot  be  detained ,   or  if  they  be , 
there  is  a  remedy  at  Law  for  the  recovery  ojf 
them:    So  i;:  fares  in  our  Chriflian  inheri- 
tance;   every  behever  by  the  privilege  of 
faith,  is  made  a  fon  oi  Abraham,  and  an  heir 
of  the  promifes  made  unto  the  fathers ,  where- 
by he  has  an  hereditary  intereft  in  the  Old 
Teftament;  and  alfo  by  the  privilege  of  the 
fame  Faith  he  has  a  firm  right  to  thcj^urchaji 
fojfejfffon,  K^i.  1. 14.  and  the  charter  thereof, 
the  New.    Therefore  the  detention   of  the 
Scriptures ,   which  are  made  up  of  thefe  two 
parts ,  is  a  manifeft  injuftice ,  and  facrilegious 
invafion  of  Hght ,  which  the  perfon  wrong'd  is 
impower'd,  nay,  is  ftriAly  obliged  by  all  law- 
ful means  to  Vindicate. 

7.  Which  invafion  of  right,  will  ap- 
pear more  flagrant  when  the  nature  and  im- 
portance of  it  is  confider'd;  which  relating  to 
mens  fpiritual  intereft ,  renders  the  violation 
infinitly  more  injurious  then  it  could  be  iti 
any  fecular.  I  might  mention  fever^l  detri- 
ments confequent  to  this  detention  of  Scri- 
pture ,  even  as  many  as  there  are  benefits  ap- 
pendant to  the  free  ufe  of  it ;  but  there  is  one 
of  fo  fundamental  and  comprehenfive  a  na- 
ture ,  that  1  need  name  no  more ;  and  that 
is,  that  it  delivers  men  up  to  any.delufion 
their  teachers  ihall  impofe  upon  them,  by 
depriving  dicin  of  means  of  detefting  them. 

Where 
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Where  .t]hjw:e  is  no  ftaftdard  p  ,   'tis 

.eafy  for  m^n.  to  falfijFy  bptli ; ,  and,  lip  l^jTs  ca^ 
iy  is  it  to  adulterate;  doftrins ,  wh^re^ijofc- 
.  courfe  can  be  had  tQ  the  grim^ry  x^le.  Now 
.that  there  is  a  polTibility  that  ialfeyteacher^ 

may  arife  ,  \ye  have  .all.  afl^ranc^j.  Bay  wc 
..have  the  word  of  thrift ,  and  his  4p.ofties  that 

it  Ihould  be  Yp :   and  all  Eccleidaftic  Story  to 

atteft.it  has.  bin  fo.    And  if  in/the|firft  and 

..purcfttiffie^  (  tliofe  Aces  of  moreiimmediat 

.  illununa^qn  A  tlie  Goa  of  this.  worMiojxnd  in- 

jftrun^c<\t.5jwjfiereby  to  blind  menj;  minds  ^^^t 
.  Cor,  4.^iit  cannot  b?  iuppps'd  i^igjpffible  ot 
..improq^pl?  he  ihould  do  ro  now^       . . 
.     8.  ^JLfxJtp  leave  generals ,  and:to  ifoeakto 

the  <pafq.  of  diat  Churcn  whic^i  magi/lerially 

f)rohibits  Scripture  to  the  vulgar,:  jfl?.ejiwmfeft^ 
y  ftands |  liable  to  that  charge  of  pujf.  Savior , 
Luk,  II.  iffx.  7>  have  taken  away  the.  key  af 
knswlefg  :  ".and    by    allowing  tl>cv  ;cpmmott 
people  no  njore  Scrmture  theaji^ljj^ti^c  ^f- 
•     tords  them  in  their  sermon?  tand.£riyat;M^ 
nuals ,  Keeps  it  in  her  power  to  inqyn^  pn4:h4i|i 
what  fliG  plcafes.O[^pr  'tis  furQ.thp|e^^rtions 
ihe  iefeds.for  themr  irfiall  be  n6%^f  tho 
which,  cilafli  with.  thc,.doftri^  Aqjitj^corlj- 
mends:  and  when  ever  Ihe;  will  uiffj^t^iif  pow^r 
to  the  corrupting  their  faith ,  pc  wp^ff^p  (  y^a, , 
.  or  their,  manners  dtljer. )  tijey  muftt  ftrptiihly 
.  .:(ubmit  :to  it,   beipa.uie  they  cana^r'j?ring  li^r 
;di^^t$  jCpjthe  teft.  //'  •  '.       :    y\  -.,"1V 
,  R  9,  But 
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9.  BwT  'twill  be  fatd ,  this  danger  flic  wards 
hf  iter  doftrin  of  infallibility :  that  is ,  flb« 
tttcHrattps  a  probable  fuppofition  sftitefted  by 
levfeilr,  by  ati  impoffible  ofie  cb^fbtfed  by  c- 
Vciit.  For  'tis  certain,  that  itU  pititticfalM 
ChuttAe*  may  ttt ;  and  tiio  tlic  txjnfcicuf. 
ttete  of  thit ,  wrccs  the  Roman  Chutthtmon 
the  aboard  pretence  of  xnliverfality ,  to  iMert 
W  itifiillibility; ;  yet  alas ,  Tyb^  may  ais  well 
ieall  it'fdfthe  Ocean,  or  Jifa/y  th^ world ,  iats 
the  R^bitaan  Chttrch  rnay  hamte  it  ftS*  the  tt- 
tiiverfal ;  whileft  'tis  fb  apparent  thit  iat  the 
fcfs  part  Vtf  ChrifJians  ate  undet  her  t^>m- 
munion.  And  if  fli^  be  but  a  pairticular 
Chnrch ,  Ihe  has  no  immunity  feom  errors  ;'nor 
thoTe  under  heir  from  having;  thofe  trrots 
Y^ow  penrtdotis  foeVer  )  imposed  upontbem. 
-AS  to  net  having  aS:tis3lyetr-d,  andindivcrfe 
particulars ,  the  proof  df  that  has  bin  the 
Work  off  ft)  iiany  volumes,  that  Would  be 
tmpertihent  here  to  undertake  it:  1  ihall  on- 
ty  inftahcfe  in  that  of  Imag^^  ;  a  pra- 

"^ofei  perfeftly  irrecpttcifeablc  with  the  fe- 
e6nd  Cohiitiandinent ;  a'nd  doubtlefs ,   clear- 
ly difi;inji-dT)y  her  to  be  fo:  upon  which  ac- 
"cotittt  it  ikr!mit  thp  by  TranflattOftS  and  Pa- 
'^jAofafcs  ihe  wrdfts  ind  moulds  Other  Texts 
•to  coftiplt  \vith  her  dbJEttins ,  yet  flit  dares  not 
tiiift  to  thofe  arts -for  this:  but  takes  a  more 
compendious  courfe ,  and  expunges  the  Com- 
maiidment ;  as  is  evident  in  bcr  Catechifms 

find 
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aa4  other  I^anuals.  I^ow  41.  Church  ^s^csiii 
thus  facrilesiouily  ptMrloin  one  Commaotd- 
meat  (  9pd  wh  a  one  as  Qod  ha$  own'^himt 
felf  the  igioft  jcalQ\ifly  cQQc^rnM  in  )  and  kq 
delude  h^  children  ipUt  another  19  majie  up 
(h^  number,  niay,9s  her  n^eds  require »  Mh 
ilra^  and  diyide  what  others  ihis  pleg^ci ;  and 
then  whiift  all  refort  to  Script9i»  i$  c^bftrut 
d^edi  how  fatal  a  ha?;a^d  mud  thQfff  poor  foulf 
run ,  who  arc  obIig*d  tp  IbUow  thcfe  blind ,  of 
rather  diief^  winMng  guides  int«)  the  ditch  ?  : 

10.  But  aU  th^  criminations  ihe  retortf 
by  obje^ii^  the  dangles  q£  atlawing  the 
Scriptures  to  the  vulgar ,  which  ihe  at:eufed 
as  thefpringof  allSe^s,  Schifms,  aiuiHerei; 
JTies.  To  \mich  I  answer  firH;,  thatfunpprmg 
fihis  were  tnie ,  *twa$  certainly  foreCben  by 
God ,  who  notwithf^ancUm  laia  no  reibaint ; 
probably  as  fore-feeing ,  wat  the  dangers  of 
implicit  faith  (  to  whidi  fuch  a  reftraintmuft 
fubied  men  )  would  be  far  greater :  and  if 
Gbd  faw  fit  to  indulge  ike  liberty,  thofethat 
ihall  oppofe  it ,  muft  certainly  think  they  io 
not  only  partake ,  but  have  tranlplanted  in^ 
fallibility  from  God  to  themfelves.     . 

11.  But  fecondly,  'tis  not  eeaeraliy  jffue « 
thatSeds*  Schifms,  andHerenesareowiti^ix} 
this  liberty  t  All  Ecclefiaftical  Story  tibewsud 
that  they  were  nottheilUteratLayrmen/but 
the  learned  Clarks.who  were  uiually  die 
bro^dhers  of  Hereiics.  And. indeed  many  of 

R  &  them 
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them  were  fo  fubtil  and  aerial ,  as  could  never 
have  bin  #org*d  in  gtofler  brains ;  but  were 
founded  not  on 'S«ipture  merely  miftaken, 
but  racltr  and  diftorted^  with  nice  criticifms, 
and  quirks-  of  Logic ,  •  as^  feveral  6(  the  An- 
cients complain :  foiii  again  fprang  from 
that  ambition  of  attaining ,  or  impatience  of 
miding  Ecfclefiaftical  dignities :  which  appro- 
priates them  to  the  Clergy.  So  that  if  the  a- 
iufe  infeira  forfeiture  oftheufe,  the  Learned 
have  of  all  others  the  leaft  title  to  the  Scri. 
ptures;  and  perhaps  thofe  whonow  ingrofs 
them,  the  leaft  title  of  all  the  Learned- 

IX.  On  the  oth^r  fide  ,  Church-ftory  in- 
deed mentions  fom  lay-propugners  of  Here- 
fies;.  but  thofe  for  the  moft  part  were  cither  fb 
grofe  and  beftial;   as  difparag'd  and  confuted 
themfelves  and  Authors ,  ahd  rofe  rather  from 
the  brutifli  inclination  of  the  men,    then 
from  their  miftakes  of  Scripture :  or  elfethey 
were  by  tlie  immediat  infufion  of  the  devil, 
who  backt  his  heretical  fuggeftions  with  fov- 
ccries  and  lying  wonders ,  as  in  Simon  Magus , 
Menander ,  ^c.  And  for  later  times ,  the  fom- 
times  there  happens' among  the  vulgar  a  few 
pragmatic  fjpirits,   that  love  to  tamper  with 
the  obfcureft  Texts ,   and  will  undertake  to 
expound  before  they  underftand$  yet  that  is 
not  -  their  common  temper :    the  generality 
are  rath^ir  in  the  other  extreme ,   uupid  and 
unobfervant  even  of  the  plaineft  do^ins, 
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And  if  to  this  be  objeftcd  the  multitude  of 
Quakers  and  Fariatips ,  who  generally  are  of 
the  ignorant  lort ;  T  anfvver ,  that  'tis  mani- 
feft  the  fir  ft  pfopugners  of  thofe  tenets  in 
Germany  were  riot  feduc'd  into  them  by  mis4 
takes  of  Scripture,  but  induftrknifly  Ibrpi'd 
them ,  at  once  to  difguife  and  promote  their 
villainous  defigns  of  fedition  and  rapine: 
and  as  for  thoie  amongft  us ,  it  is  not  at  all 
certain  that  their  firft  errrors  were  their  own 
produ(?tions :     there  are  vehement  prefum- 

ni  tions  that  the  feeds  were  fown  by  greater  Ar- 
tificers;  whofe  firft  bufmefs  was  to  unhinge 
them  from  the  Church ,  and  then  to  fill  their 
heads  with  ftrange  Chimera's  of  their  privi- 
leges and  perfedions ;  and  by  that  intoxica- 
tion of  fpiritual  pride ,  difpofe  them  for  all  de- 
lufions :  and  thereby  render  them ,  like  Sam- 
fins  Fpxes ,  fit  inftruments  to  fet  all  in  combu- 
ftion. 

'  13.  But  admit  this  were  but  a  conjedure , 
and  that  they  were  the  fole  Authors  of  their 
own  frenzy;  how  appears  it^hat  the  liberty 
of  readirig  the  Scripture  was  the  caufe  of  it? 
Had  thefe  men  bin  of  the  Romifli  commu- 
nion ,   and  fo  bin  interdided  privat  reading , 

\  yet  foni  broken  parts  of  Scripture  would  have 
bin  in  Sermons  and  Books  of  devotion  com-- 
municated  to  therii;  had  it  not;binaspofiible 
for  them  to  have  wrefted  what  they  heard  as 

'      what  they  re^d?  I A  onejrefpeft  it  feems  ra- 
.  thcr 


/ 


J  3  4      T*^^  Cbrijiians  Birtbrright ,  @r. 


ther  more  likQlyi  for  in  t;hore  loofe  and  inci- 
dental quoutions  the  connexion  ia  fona- 
times  not  fo  difcernable:  aad  many  Texts 
there  are  whofe  fenfe  is  is>  interwoven  wiith 
the  context,  that  without  confultii^  ^at, 
^there  may  be  very  pernicious  mi(%;akfiss  on 
which  account  it  is  probably  more  laf^  that 
tbe  Auditor  ihould  have  ]^ibtc^  to  confult. 
So  that  this  reftraint  of  Scriptul;<isavefy|ii4- 
lible  expedient  of  the  infaUiole  Churoh.  Ad4 
indeed  themfelves  have  in  event  found  it  if>\ 
for  if  it  were  fo  foveraign  a  prophvla Aiq  9r 
gainft  error,  bow  conies  it  to  pais  tnatfo ma- 
ny of  their  member^  who  were  under  that  dif- 
cipline  have  revolted  from  th^im  into  that 
which  they  call  herefy  ?  If  they  fay ,  the 
defeftion  was  made  by  fpm  of  tlie  Learned  to 
whom  the  Scripture  was  allowed ,  why  do  they 
not  (  according  to  their  way  of  arguing  )  take 
it  from  theni  alfo  upon  that  experiment  of 
its  mifchief ,  and  confine  it  only  to  the  infal- 
lible chair  ?  but  if  they  own  th«n  to  have  bitt 
unlearn'd  (  as  probably  the  Albigenfes  and 
Waldenfes ,  ^c.  were  )  they  may  lee  how  in^ 
fignificant  a  guard  diis  reftraint  is  againd 
error :  and  learn  how  little  is  got  by  that 
policy  which  controles  the  ivine  Wifdom. 

14  Nob.  can  they  take  iheker  in  the  ex- 
ample of  the  primitive  Chriftians :  for  they  in 
the  conftant  ufe  of  the  holy  Scriptures  yiel- 
ded  not  unto  the  Jews.  Whereas  the  Jews  had 

the 
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the  Sciri^rarcs  Jrcad  publicW  to  them  every 
Sabbkth  daj^;  which  joj^ms  againft  Apflm 
thus  ti^ttn^\Jdi>fispi^  the  Jews  the 

mdfie^eUetA  and  nectary  learning  hf  the  Law  > 
mt  4fy  hearing  it  tmce  or  Iftfe^i?  ^  h»t  tvery  Je- 
H^eHfhddytajtffi  Mie  their  nwHts^,  ht^mmmded 
them  t^afflmbfi^  the  hearing  pfthi  him^and 
through^  and  txraBfy  to  leai^nit.  Parallel  to  this 
was  the  pratftite  bf  the  primitive  Church .  per- 
ibrm^'d  by  the  Leftor ,  or  Reader ,  of  which  Jur 
fiin  M^tyr  iiiiiis  x:  Apol  gives  this  aeccAint. 
On'the  day  catPd  Sunday^  ail  that  abide  in  timns 
or  the  Countries  dBout ,  meH  tni^eflace ,  and  the 
Citings  qf  the  Af^iesiifid'Pfi^hets  are read^ 
Jo  far  as  there  is  place.  Sb  ^^Mtlfon  in  hiis  A- 
pot  dteicribttig  the  ofl^cei  \rtih^'^^\Aic  Affetn- 
blies :  fFe  feed  our  faith  with  thi  fkcredWordi , 
werdij^  ourhopesy  nkdeflaMiJhi»k*rHianee} 

If.  And  is  the  |ewS  li«>iight  it  indeceitt 
for  perfcins  profdling  piety ,  to  Ifet  three  idaieb 
pifsVithout  the  offices  thctcdfirt  the  coil- 
gregation;  and  idiwefore /riwt  in  their  Syhi^ 
gogues  upon  cvtty  Tuefday  aiid  Thurfday  in 
the  week ,  and  thcrie  perforhi\I  the  duties  of 
fafting,  praier  /  and  iiearmg:  the  holy  Scri- 
ptures; concerning.  Which  is  the  boaft  of 
the  PHakifee ,  Lnk.  i^.  i^. in  conformity  heris 
to  tlrt  CTtriftians;  alfo ,  their  «abbath  beitt^ 
bf otight  fbtwaM  from  the  Satdrday  to  tlie 
day  following;  that  the  like  nutnber  of  daii^ 
might  not  pafs  them  without  perforiBriing  tlife 

,    ■  afore* 


afosefaid  dup^s  in  thf  ;congregatiqij.j:-  met 
togetheR  on  t^€'  Wednefdaies  and  Eridaiis^, 
which  were  th^  daUs  ofS^t^qii^  v  fo^ft^cj^ 
mentioned  in  TertuUiaf$  y  and^others ,  '4^e  firft 
writcts  of  th§  Church.'TTi^^ 
that  the  Chritfians^ dedicated  to. ^^^^^ 
Vi^ty  y  the  fourth  md^^^  and 

fif0mMs M^^.{^\^s^^i tiieiChrimans ,  tiyitthey 
underjhpd^  ^plye^f^     rejfijh^  ^  of  their  .  weekly 

and^thqt  .of^j^flration  h^om.tbe  Sahbathi 
fommpny  colPj^^ednef^^  Where , 

'  fehe  y^4^^m-mii  ^^iB«tice  whatgrovu^ 
^^efc  is.  fojpv44^  obJ^^at^^^  of  the  Wednef- 
.Vayand  Fi:May,^*0ur'^.C^^^^  and  th^Lita- 
4HeSr  tlien  i  aggqijnfe^  ,^ ,  fo, ,  ra.ifch  jneglc<9{ca  ixi 
^thi3k'prpfl|gate/Agev..  :-4  V:.  ^         ,  ^\  .^ 

if  B\iiaj^jr^pjptdiy^^ 
:«4nt  ip^  fhftii^byftt  re;i(Jingip£  the  Ss^fipture; 
h^P%rU\\^\  S  f^^  tberr, infancy;  .-which 

,^  f^^H  aik{t{njjfgm^vn^^  hafw^  ^  he  wiU 

:^^ymrMfkhg^^^  ^^^^r  f^ 

.  l^arning^  ^f^^fflhf^^^iik^  they  have  fenfe 

\(f  s^shi^g'^  tj^ey^^tmnthf^tf^  their 

^^^Js. .  t^<fy($%Cr  the,  $rj[t  Gnrifti  equally 
induilripic^r  ill  improyine  dieir  knowledg  of 
'  divine  Truths,:  ^pe^wbok^  hfe  of  a .  Cbrifttan  4 
fa\es  Ckmy^ fc. Stroma  J*^';^'^  is-a holyfblemnity , 
there  hisfycrifces  arej^r/ziers  and^raifes  >  be- 
^.  _.;  "    ."^^  "  '    '  '    ^  ■•    '"^        fore 
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fin^-tMtry^me^ihe^Joas  the  rfadhfgf  cfthe.  ho^ 
ScHpt^re^]i'i!i^%falmf,'m^  the^tirm 

in  HiiT/ApQl.  andr$aifl^!Q>/^r/^5r;^  in  xh^  <nd  of 

17.  And  this  is  farther  eyidcflc'd  by  the 
caHyiaajd^numerousr.YerfiQns  of  tl>e  Scriptures 
intb^  wrlgar  Laftguages ;  concerning  which. 
The^oret  fpeafcs  inhis^.^ooj^  of  the  Cure  of 
the  Aftcdions  of  the 'Greeks  ,sSerm.  j.  IFe 
Cbft^m'Si{  fats  'he  )  anf^e  enabled  i(h  Jhew  the 
p(kz^rk>fApoftoke'4ndfr€phetic  do5irms\  whictf 
hmuf,flid  aU  Cdittntrie^  under  Heaven.  Far 
that  whiph  was  :Jffynfr{y  uttered  in  Jt^krew ,  ^ 
pad  on  fyiranflatfd:\intA<  the  Langfifgeffthe  Grer 
tians^  hutAlfo  theRgflians\  Egyptians  ^^erjians^ 
Indfi^r^jti^meni^fiSeythians^Samaritans  ;  and 
iwa  /ward  to  all  tht  Languages  tfmtare  us^d  by 
any \  HatUjt.  Thye  .fame  is  ^id  by  Saint  CArj^ 
fojipm  in  his  firft  HpjBiity  upon  Saint  /^A;^- 
,  18..  NiOiR  waa  riiis.don  by.  the  blind  2cal 
of  in^onlidefablc  joen^i  but  the,nipft  eminent 
Do<iors  of  the  Churph  were  c(>ncern;'d  herein : 
iucli  ss^Qrig^n^  wh<)  it^ith  infinit  labpi:  contrived 
the  Hexapla.  Saint  Chryfoftom  ,  who  tranila- 
•tedidief  New.:Tcfl;attlQnt,  Pfalms,,  and  fom 
part  ,df?  therOKl  Tf^ftame^it  into  the  Armeni- 
:am\TJon^e  as  witnej(fes.  Geor.  Alex,  ivi  the 
tikxQitM^^  fitft  Biihop^^f  I 

the\Gac^  tranflatjcds ,  the  holy  Scripture  intp 
the  Gothic ;  as  Socrat.  Eccl.  Hijf.  L  4-  cap.  33. 
';  r  .ir  -   S  and 


13?        TbeChrifioiU  Birth-right,  ^cV  .  1  .^  ^ 

dttid  others  tfcftify*  Saint  Jeram  ,  v^ii©  trai^ 
hzcd  them  not  only  into  Latin  from  the  He^ 
brew ,  tiie  Old  Italic  verfion  having  bin  {vorrt 
the  Greek;  but  alfo  into  his  native  vulgar 
Dalmatic:  which  he  faies  himfelf  in  his  E^ir 
ftle  to  Sofhrimuf. 

19.  BiTt  the  peoples  having  them  for 
their  privat  and  conftant  ufe ,  appears  farther 
by  the  Heathens  making  the  extorting  of 
diem  a  p^rt  of  theit  perlecution :  and  when 
diverfe  did  feint  in  that  trial  ,  and  bafely 
furrender'd  them ,  we  find  the  Church  levcl'd 
Ker  feverity  only  againft  the  ofiending  j^ct- 
fons ,  did  not  ( according  to  the  Romim  c- 
quity )  pmfifh  the  innocent ,  by  depriving 
thent  of  that  facred  Book ,  becauie  the  others 
hadfoun^^T'orthily  proilitutedit  (tho  the  pre- 
vention of  fueh  a  profanation  for  the  future 
fiad  bin  as  f;3iiT  a  plea  for  it  as  the  Romanics 
do  now  make  i ).  out  on  the  contrary  the  pri<- 
mitive  Fathers  are  frequent ,  |iay  indeed  im- 
portunit  in  their  •  exhortations  to  the  privat 
ftudy  of  holy  Scripture  ,  which  they  recom- 
mend to  Chriftians  of  alt  Ranks ,  Ages ,  and 
Sexes, 

to.  A  s  an  inftance  hereof  let  us  hear  Cle- 
p^ns^Akx.  in  his  Exhort.  The  Word,  faies 
He,  is  nx^indfirwnawf^  it  if  a  commm  light 
that  Jhineth  to  all  men  ;  tht^e  is  no  nAjfcnrity  in 
it  J  heai/'  it ytnithatbi  fai^  ^^  andbiarityot 

xi.  To 
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i        XI .  T  o  this  purpofc  St.  Jerom  fpeaks  in  his 
i     l.i^\^\tto  Leta  J  wtiom  he  direfts  in  the  edu- 
r     cation  of  her  young  daughter ,  and  advifes, 
f     that  injiead  of  gems  andjuk ,  Jhe  be  ^Hamourd 
\    ^with^his  Afl/y  Sirrifturei  wherein  not  gold ,  or 
\skins  lorBniyloman  embroideries ,  but  0  cor- 
r^  and  beautiful  variety  froducing  faith ,  will 
T^commeiuiits felf  Let btr firfi leamtheT fal- 
ter ^  and  he  entertaifid  with  thofe  fbngfy  then 
'^bein^ruBed  unto  life  byfheTroverbs  of  Solo- 
mon :  let  her  learn  from  Ecclefiaides  to  defftfe 
worldly  things  y  tranfirihe  from  Job  the  fra-r 
^Bice  ^patience  andvertue:  let  berfafs  then 
to  theGoJpels ,  andneverJet  them  be  out  4f  bet 
hands :  and  then  imbibe  with  allthefacujties^  of 
ihendfid^iheABsoftheAPoflles,  andEpftles. 
When  jAe  has  enriched  tfyefiore^bmfi  of  her 
breafl  with  the fetrefiires\  let  her  learn  the^ror 
fhns\  the  Heftateuch  J  or  books  ofMofcs^  Jo- 
ihua^w/ Judges,  the  books  if  ¥Ang%  and Chxo- 
-nicies  ,  the  volumes  of  Eztz  and  EAhcx  ^  and 
:  lajily  the  Canticles.  And  indeed  ,v  tliis  Father 
is  fo  cbnceth'd  to  have  the  unletter^d  female 
fex  skilful  iii  the  Scriptures ,  tliat  tho  he  fharpr 
'  ly  refeukes  *  t^hdr  pride  and  over^weniug ; .  he 
''hot  oftiy  fecquewly  refolves  their  doubts 
';tbhce^ing''4im(^  fAlats^  in  the  &id  Scri- 
ftUt^ii  rbut dedicate  ^V^erai  of  his  Coihmep^ 
taries  to  them. 

ax.  Ti<£'  iliime  is  to  be  faid  tof  Sainf  Au- 
:fiin  J  v^o  in  his  EpiiUes  to  unlettet'dXaicSt  ^n- 

S  ^  ^011- 
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courages  their  enquiries  concermn^  tfie  iScri- 
pture ,  aduring  Volufianm  Ep.  3  j  tnat* ih^eah 
tljofi  things  that  are  plain  to  tljt  he'Art  :of  :tbe 
learned  and  unkarned^-^^asa  famHk^:\friefuls 
in  the  myfierious ,    mmmts  naU  :'x^  iaU>.  high 
fhrafes  iphith  fmght  deter  a  fi^aidiml^miKd 
mind ,  (  as  the f  oar  are  in  their  addr4ffe:tXd  the 
rich ; )  but  invites  altwHk  lowbf^ddtj,\feeditig 
"With  nianifeft  truth ^.andexp^fing^hi^^epnet. 
And£/.  I.  a  I.  tells  the  d<!3kautytejfo-i^' 
this  world  1  whereweareaibfevtfri^  tlfe  l^rd, 
andijoaik  iyfaithandn^i^  fight  ^  -tkij^is  to 
think  it  Je^  'defalate\  aid  never:\^fy^  fi^m 
fraier ,  and  the  'uiiondt  of  divine^  and  hol^S^ri- 
pure^diL  -'c-'iV   ^■'  \''  -.  v.vv>  -.^Vw  • 

\y  oi  L(tzMrus rfd^^  himfetf  x^marr 

riedperfins  i  hoiife-lio]4e/^\  and  pei^S^ga^jd^iji 

trades  aid  fecular  'frdf^imsi  tiling, tkeAir, 

tJyat  the  reading  oftheis^Stxt^turie iifi\a.gr,eaPde' 

fenfative  dgkiinjf  fins  Hhd  im  the  it-^  JJ4e ,  the 

ignorance  thereof  is  a^deep,\an4^il^adjfmg  /rf- 

cipice  i  that  mot  to  kmm  thff.Latsl  ^ffj^4:i  k  the 

utter' hfs  (f  fahatimtth^aim^^ 

refies ,  mklvorr^ftionjofJifefi  dki^kha^i^/^unded 

the  order  of  things\:  jfofrl:^t.«^9^t-^^fic^a^ 

niedns,  that  his  tMsmflooiM  Mt{^^ 

emphies:hmfelf  i»  a,  d0il)^:afui  f^^Jnii^^r^* 

ing  of  the  Scripture.  -   /.^-h  m    -ir  * 

a4-  lammoi ,  faies  the  &ne  ^Si.  Qkt%  Horn  9^ 

ouCoUif^./a  Monh.Ihai;^  1^ife:)(tf^(fyildren,, 

'  -'  '   ^  and 


dh4K^H«w^Ba^^^i^^^>^Mia>^'>^i~'W«^>*<**lM*^ 
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i    epimiiMjtkiatt^e  rmdkxg  ^f.tMf^rifittite  P«i^ 
frefervaUves.  So  Hom.x.  <?^iljfcllja<fl'(S#r^ejh^ 

f  radicates  /  m:^  fkfiv^fi'tjf^^t.  tbe^^ei^ 
imsiaiffi^  i^^h^it  k^m  irimk,JetmK^^/laf 


i 
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courages  tiicir  enquiries  concGriiiiigi  tfee  &:ri- 

pture ,  afliiring  Volufianm  Ep.  3  j  tba^ihy^eaks 

tljofi  things  that  are  plain  to  tjwJk'Art  :Qf:$be 

learned  and  unlearned^,  .^^as.a  fam^H^sfiriewij 

in  the  myfterious,    moimts  n(it.  {^^  uaoKhigh 

fbrafes  which  ffUgbtdeterdfism-^d-imh^sert^ 

mind ,  (  as  the f  oar  are  ik  their  adds^e:t:Jib  th( 

rich ; )  but  invites  aH*a^k  Ibwfyjf^ii^j^^ediug 

"with  fri(inifeft  truth:,  randexp^fing^^hhifefiKft. 

And  Ep.  i.^i  I .  tclisi  thDd  dW^^t  y^4?i,-^'ii^at^to 

this  worlds  where  we  ar^nbjintfr^  fc^f  JLard , 

andijoaik  %y,faitkandnit4x)/ fight ,  ;tix^^kj^,u  to 

think  it' Je^  de folates:  uiud  never\i;i^  frm 

f  rater  ^  and  the  'isiondt^  of  diime^  axd  SolyiSfri' 

pture,  die.  ' ' '         •-•::•  '^-V. .  v.*  \. /.'•  \  Kx^%^  •. i\.u ^^j 

x3 .  S\a  INT  CbMcfi^OfH  iix  JbiSiifci;:^.vHpflM- 
ly  of  L^arus .  thnsi  a'ddreiTes  hi Afdf  to  m^nr 
Tied  per  fins  ihouji^ljoidfj^.vaitd  pe 
trades  and  fecular  -profeffin^s  t^liBg,thete, 
tlyat  the  reading  ofthe^^S&^tme,  '«•»  n^grj^at-de- 
fenfative  dgainfi  fins  Hhd  -on  the  M^  fi4e ,  the 
ignorance  thereof  is  a*  deep, .,  and^  ikfadA^g  pre- 
^ipice  y  that  mot  to  kmwt  thtLaw  i9ffr9d:i  k  ih^ 
utter "  lafs  cfjahation  t :  tki^/thm  btii\  fttitf-^.he' 
refies ,  andvorrnftionofjijfei  a^udh^i^l^ff^ded 

the  order  of  tMngSi:  foi^::it',e09f^t'^4fic^any 
ntedns »  that  his  lahim}j1oot^,'hig(^'i^i^ 

emploies  hmfelf  i»  a^datfy.and ^ttiniiyfiirntsuf- 

ing  of  the  Scripture.  :.^:bfyj  -t.   * 

14.  lammot ,  faies  the  fame  Sjc.  GhfT  Horn.  9. 

OM.Coldf)..  a  Monk ,  I  katie  ^ife;^^^^fyildreni , 

^  .'  and 
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is.  Mtdb  hme;mifMvjf<prif^ttiati^r^43^fitr 
frefervatives.  So  Hom.x.  Cff^Jt^teyGe^rkfs^^ 

ifm$it&lg  af^fieih^t  k^hjt  mm(f».iettf4>:fi^sit^ilBf 
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cftate  or  condtdon  w^e ,  did  conttam  read- 
ing of  thie  ho^  ScripfCiire.    Nor  itvdeed  was 
liMHT  leftraincev^licafid  of  tiU  die  Chocch  of 
itef  &a<i  <fpoiK'd  £ich  4od{uis  as  would 
ttOc  bear  ^e  ceft  of  $t«^JciUH« ;  and  then  as 
titoife  wjbo  deal  m  £dfe-wjtf«$\$uee  us'd  to  do , 
'^ey  fband  it  iieceinuiy' to,. piopovtiod  their 
'i^glits  adosrdUgljr.-     ^^-'       ...... 

4.(S.  Tttii^Mr^KTAr  fnliisfeeottdBook 
'«ap.iv  of  ieI^  Trd^atioii  of  t^  Scripture 
•hoi^iBftly^onfdlejt » fayit^  v  ii^wbane'airmifjf 
tbi^s  m^e^ymd  wbich^itfeHit  tt^tfijf  in  Scri- 
'f^imt « th&Mteartttfdakfirvkigfbif  >  will^e  ap 
ttmattmirMcim^iam^hav^beax^f  yurtbem 
•mtf9^UadMp9tt^em  ^  iMdtliaaitf€bnfiia» liberty 

'mnjrtbe<^^»ifikmiMs^^^^  wbe» 

^M  4h4t  m^  ate  tut  ^leoi^am'd  nt  ibe 
liiow  ^Chfifi-.  And  diattii^  <^as^  not  a  firf?o- 
'^W  fttggdftioii,  the  defp«m  atteriit  ipf  die 
llOaiattifts  above  meiit£o»it'd^  itt  ieaYin^  out 
icho  f<|cOftd  Coidtnaitdmeat  ifr^dK^r  Priinecs 
'4nd^^  Catechifms  vt^(^"di^y' tooimttoicate  to 
-<|ii^|seO(iik  i  wW  ^i&%  ftjT  an  "ii^fragabte  evt- 
odi^iiipe  s  f  or  Vt4at  l:i3NlS)^^<^i«'^not  be 
'.ftWiBfct.toiiiid'Aimight!»f  0«»id.c»ttimaildV  «m^^ 

■4i9til^t&if4fiH'ikeave»^db9'Ule  Qti^Mtiii  OtPfib  be- 

lmmf^htbfifusat>0t>mMl9f^i}»m9^hi  tbuPiUfWte 
■^MldJtctkdoiuMtoiiim^Wi^jflf^^ 

-ifeJfee»dk!itoiitittiy  Is  {Me^&^ild4>l^i)E^ati- 
adtd^y  the  Churdi.  %y.  Bur 


V-'^U.. 


x/.^Bht  would:  Oodndnel  blit  the  Rch 
matiiil  iwet^r^smpeadidble  of  this  adetenttoa 
of  iScripture:  there  >are' too  manyamoagtxil 
tliat  ate  Jdiiisfalfeatid  envious  tb  themfelr^Kt 
andwhtt  dse  fonneriib  t^^  poii«y  aitd  fit* 
teoce  of  reverence  ,^tkoie  do  upon  mere  ofcif 
tandy^  and  avotw'd  profaned  ;  which  are 
much  irorfe  inducements.  And  for  ioch  as 
rhefe  ca  deckiimoagimft  deuencion  of  the 
Scripture ,  is  like  die  Law-fiiits  of  thofe  who 
contend  onhr  abouipfudh  litdepun^io's  as 
themfelresdefignno  adiv^antage  uom ,  but  on^ 
ly  the  wbtfting  tbeiv  adverfini^ :  and  it 
wottid  he  mnch  fafer:  for  them  to  lie  under 
the  interdi^  of  oih'ei^s:  y  then  dius  to  reftraia 
themfelves  t  even  as  much  as  the  errors  o£ 
obedience  are  more  ^xcufable ,  then  thofe  d 
contemt  and  prof^DtelTs. 

x%.  Ai^D  iere ^ I  would  have  it  ferioufly 
confider'^d  diat  the  Edi^  oiDiocktian  for 
the  demolifhing  tite  ChriAian  Churches ,  and 
the  bummg  their  Bibles;  became  the  cha- 
ra<f):erand  particular  aggravation  of  bis  moil 
bloudy  perfectttion.  Nk)W  fliould  Almighty 
'  God  call  us  to  the  like  trial ,  fhouid  Antichri- 
Itian  violence ,  wbc^ther  heathen  or  other ,  take 
from  us  our  Churches  and  our  Bibles ,  what 
comfort  could  we  have  in  that  calamity ,  if 
our  contemt  of  thofe  blefling .  drove  them 
from  US;  nay,  prevented perfecutton ,  ahdbfr* 
'  reft  US'  of  tnem  eviiK.whilft  we  had  them  in 


'^:-. 
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eurl  poiarcii?:!  He  whbt)iitgle6b5»/tQ  Jitftke/his 
cohfistntfVefialt  untoldbi^CliurGhr^ ,  whfcla  by 

Gods  mercx'fsBOfw«ftand$fX>ptn;f  oDtirccactcJi- 
ligcntlyi'tHe  Jioly  .Scri{jeuces:,  whidiiby  the 
fame :  iwr  iaei  iGpodncfscirc  £ree  'for  him  ^o  liie , 
fit  kis\^mii\Wlkckiia»ih^xtAv^it^^  ter- 
.  rots  d£  death , . or  tcTrmcnts ;  hasxeiiconcM ,  if 
not  'th^  i^aithr^  the  rgiieat  ihftruihents  of  its 
cbnymaiice,i  and  plc^g  ofrGod;  Ahniglities 
prefence  among  the/fo'ns  bf  men.  , 
^ . X9.  Bii TrfwhM  if^inea reitheb  <iipon  the 
^ne  -  m6 tiiyrm tk :  the  s^Ai^t  p  riwill  not  xead  ;  yet 
Ai.  Scriptawcs:  continue  ftill  molt  worthy  to 
-  hi^  read^  >thcy  retain  flilLlthqr  propr i<bty  for 
iali  thole;  excellent j ends: rto^  which  God  de- 
'fign'd:themi  -and  as r the /Prophet  jtfells  the 
Jews  >'  E&^*U  'y.^hetbw  thgy:wiUh9afp\;  or  whe- 
ther they  wiil  forbear , .  (bgp ^hali  knofw  there  has 
ifin  ti\^n3i}>het  ambg  theins  io  whether  we 
1x^1  takd  di^'benefit  or  no^;  we  ihail  oi}e  day 
iind ,. thit  ♦  the  holy  .  Sctiptures  ivSrould  have 
-made,  t^  wifa  unto  fkh^Mioti.  If  thro  our  fault 
.ialone  they  failtordo  fQiirthey  wjll.one  day 
alfiime^a  lefsgiateful  office;  and  from  guides 
-and  aflliftadtsrf  beciJime^acbufers  and  witr^ 
tagainibus^  ..  ■  .•  ••'>-l  ...«'tv       .'.->' j^  •  .\ 
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Hhe  Serif  ture  has  great  froprietj  and  fit- 
nefs  toward  the  attainment  of  its 

excellent  endi 


WE  are  now  in  the  ntxt  place  to  confix 
der  how  exaftly  the  holy  Scripraresi 
aire  adapted  to  thofe  great  ends  to  which 
they  are  direfted:  hdw  lufficient  they  arefot. 
that  impbrtant  negotiation  on  which  they 
are  fent*  and  that  we  fliall  certainly  find 
them ,  if  we  look  on  them  either  intrinfedally ; 
or  drcUmftantially.  For  the  firft  of  thefe  no-? 
tioris  we  need  only  to  .refleft  on  the  third  * 
Pdrt  of  this  difcourfe,  where  the  Scripture 
;n  refptft  of  the  fubjeft  Matter  is  eVinc'd  to 
be  ^  fyftem  of  the  moft  excellent  Laws ,  backt 
with  the  m6ft  tranfcendent  rewards  and  pu-^ 
riifliments ;  and  the  certainty  of  thofe  con-; 
firm'd  by  fuch  preghant  inuances  of  Gods 
iftercics  irid  vengeance  in  this  world ,  as  are 
the  fureft  gages  and  earnefls  of  what  we  are 
bid  to  expect  inanother.     . 

i  Now  what  method  imaginable  cart 
thcte  bd-  afed  to  rationat  creaituids  of  more 
Ibrce  sind- ^energy  ?  Nay  'itifciemg'totdcfcerid 
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even  to  our  pailions  and  accommodates  it 
felf  to  our  feveral  inolinations.  And  feeing 
how  few  Profelytes  there  , are  to  bare  and 
naked  vertue,  and  how  many  to  intercft 
and  advantage ;  God  clofes  with  them  upon 
their  own  terms ,  and  do's  not  fo  much  injoin 
as  buy  thofe  little  fervices  he  asks  from  us. 

3.  But  becaufe  fom  mens  natures  are  fo 
difingenuous  as  to  hate  to  be  oblig'd  no  leis 
then  to  be  reformed ,  the  Scripture  has  goads 
and  fcourges  to  drive  fiich  beafts^as  will  not 
be  led;  terrors  and  threatnihgs,  and  thofe 
of  mofl  formidable  forts ,  to  affright  thofe 
who  will  not  be  allur'd.  Nay  left  incredulous 
men  ihould  queftion  the  reality  of  future  re- 
wards or  puniihments ,  the  Scripture  gives  as 
fenfible  evidence  of  them  as  we  are  capable 
of  receiving  in  this  world;  by  regiftring  fuch 
(ignal  proteAions  and  judgments  propor- 
tioned to  vertue  and  vice ,  ^ts  fufficiently  at- 
tefts  the  Pfalmifts  Axiom :  ^aubtlefs  there  is 
a  God  that  Judgeth  the  earth,  PfaL  5^8.11.  and 
leaves  nothing  to  the  impenitent  fmner ,  but 
a  fearful  exfeBation  of  that  fiery  indignation 
threatned  hereafter ;  Heb.xo.ty. 

4.  And  now  methinks  the  Scripture  feems 
to  be  that  net  our  Savior  fpeaks  of,  that 
caught  of  every  fort ,  Mat.  i  j  .47,  it  is  of  fo  vaft 
a  compafs  >  that  it  muft ,  one  woiild  think ,  fetch 
in  all  kind  of  tempers :  and  fure  had  we  not 
mixt  natures  with  Bends  >  contra^ed  fom  of 

their 
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their  maKcc  and  obftinacy,    mere  human 
ptavity  could  not  hold  out. 

5'.  And  as  the  holy  Scripture  is  tljus  fitly 
proportioned  to  its  end  in  refoeft  of  the  fub- 
'jeft  matter,  fo  is  it  alfo  in  reference  to  its  cir- 
cumflaiices ,  which  all  confpire  to  tcuider  it , 
the  power  of  God  unto  fahatton  ^  Ro.  1. 16.  In 
the  firflr  tank  of  thbfc  we  muft  place  its  divine 
original ,  which  ftattips''  it  with  an  uncon- 
troulable  iaUtority ;  and  is  an  infallible  fccu- 
rity  that,  the  matter  odF  k  is  perfckftly  true : 
fmce  it  proceeds  from  that  eflcntlal  verity 
which  cannot  abufe  us  with  fraudulent  pro- 
mifes  or  threatnings  ••  and  from  that  infinite 
power  that  cannot  be  impeded  in  theexetu- 
tion  of  whatlie  purpofes. 

6.  Yet*  to  render  this  circumftince  effi- 
cacious there  needs  another;  to  wit,  that 
its  being  the  word  of  God  be  fufficientj^  t6- 
ftifi'd  to  us  t  and  we  harein  the  fore-going  dif- 
courfe  evinced  it  to  be  fo ;  and  that  in  the 
utmolft  degree  that  a  matter  of  that  kind  is 
capable  of,  beyond  whtclr  no  fober  man  will 
require' evidence  in  any  thing.  And  certaitt- 
ly  thefe  two  circumftances  thus  unkcd ,  have 
a  mighty  force  to  imprefs  the  diftats  of  jScri- 
pture  on  us.  And  we  muft  <lbtl  againft  God 
and  our  own  conviftions  too ,  to  hold  oUt 
againft  it.  -    . 

7-  A  third'  circumftance  relates  to  the 
frame  and  compofure  of  this  divine  Book, 

T  X  both 


V 


148        The  Chrijlians  Birtkhright,  ^c. 


))pth  as  to  method,    and  ftile:    cpncerhin^ 
which  I  have  already  .made  ^om  reflexions. 
But  now  th^t  I  m%y  Ijpe^k  n\pre  diffinftly ,  I 
obferve  if  takes  its  rile  from  the  firft  point  of 
time  wherein  'twa§  poifibie  fpn::m^kxnd  to 
be  concerned ;  and  |o  gradually  prbjceeds  to 
its  fall  an4  renpvationc;    ilKws  us.  firft  our 
Iipe4  of  4  Redeemer,  aflid  tlien  points  us  put 
who  it. is  by  types  andpromifcs  inithc  014 
Teftapienp,  aijd  by  way  of  niflory  ^4^  com!- 
pletion  i|i  the  New.    In  the  fori^cr  it  ac;- 
quaints  us  with  tljat;  j^edagogy  of  t^^     Law 
which  God  deftgn'd  ^s.  our  dcho^-^^er  to 
kring  us  to  Chrifi ,   Qal,  3 .  xj'.  and  inLj^Q  Gof- 
pel  lljewj^  u$  yet  a  more. excellent;, w^y^;  pre- 
lents  us  with  thofe  mpfe  fublin(ic  ct^yjtted  dp- 
ftrins^,  which  Chrift  came  d9wn  from  heaven 
1:0  reveljf. 

8,  As  .for  the  ftik /^ liiat  i§. :^i  pf  grate 
variety ,  ^fomtimes  Iiigli  and  m^jejRc ,  as 
becomes  thgt  higfy  anfl^ly  one  thaf  inhabt- 
t€th  etet^niity^y  Efai.  -^7^  x^^  and  fpin times  fo 
humble  st^  ^fter:  the,  manner  o^njen,  as 
agrees  tftfhe  other  ps^t  of  his  Charadeirs ,  hiis, 
dwelling,  M  ?pith  him  that  is  of^  an  humbU][pirit , 
Efay  57*  i^i  I  Jeno.w  prpfane  wits  are  apt  to 
brand  this  «  «p  un9Ye|ii>ofs  of  ftile :.  but  they 
piay  f»s  weil  acpufe  the  various  xiotea^oXMu/ic 
9S  dcftruftive  to  harmony ,  or  blame  atvpratpr 
for  being  a^>|?  to  tvinc, bis. t9ngup:  to  tliepioft 

.  -r  o.  And- 
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.9.  j^KOTHEiv'  C)?c*llency  of  tJijCiftile ,  is  i^ 
prppriety  ro  tl^  federal  fshjjpi^^  ft  trwtaipjf. 
W^ic^;  it  fpe^ks  pfrfHcJi  things  as. God  would 
not  have  men  jry  ijito  >  ip  wt^ps  them  up  ih 
cloudy  r  and  tjhiict  1 4af  Knefs  •  by  that  means 
KQ.de;ej:^nauififjvie'<^  (  ^  he  ;did  at  iJ/^i  y* 
homh^  mount >:  Eo^*  ao.  And 

that  he  gives  any  intimation  At  :|iU  of  fuclir, 
fber^s  defign^id  Qiiiy  CO  give  us^ajufteftimate 

^Ji^y,  /hal^PW  .W  .toi?ipret?ia£ipns-  are ;  and 
exci^q   i^sf  to  Tadpr^.ftnd  admireotiiat  A,byfs 

vof  ;4tTi9e  i^^ffdoflfj  >viiich  iwe-tan  neyet,  fa- 

^50*  -X^^^N  G p;  of  *  i?i/ddl? :  napiire ,   which 
.  f9Ry  be  ^fcfijl  to  fpni , ;  but  are^ff  !t>t  ii|d"ifpenfibly 
iif^cefl^fy  to  all ,  tl^  SicriptUfeJbfay^s  more  ac- 
celfibje;  yet  pot  $^..pbvio^s,a§  to  be  within 
every  wans  reach:  but  makes .th^m  only  tlve 
piizf  pf  induilry  y  -  pt^iet  >  ^^^^.d  hwiible  enql§- 
vors.     And  it  is  no  imall  benefit /.  tliat  thofc 
who  cqyet  the.  l^noivleflg  of  divine  Truth ,  are 
by   it.  qngag'd  .4:a  t^j^p  thefe  .ycrtues  in  the 
way,   ^  Befioes  tl^exe^^is  fo  much  time  required 
to  ,that  ftudy ,  as  tenders  it  inconiiftcnt  with 
thofe  fecular  bufineflfes  wiierein  the  genera- 
lity of  men  are  ininie^ft:  andironfequently 
,  't;i8  necfflary  that  thofe  xyhjO  >^4dift  them- 
•  felyes  to^  the  one , ,  have  competent  yacancy 
from  tiie  other:  And  in  this  it  hath  a  vifibl^ 
ufe  by  being  very  c'ontributive  to  the  maii^- 
tainins  that  •  fpiritual  fubordination  of  the 
;  '  peoplic 
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jpeople  to  the  Paftors;  which  God  has  clla- 
Dliih'd.  Miriam  and  CeraHs  Partifans  are  a 
pregnant  indattc^  how  inuch  the  opinion  of 
equal  knowtedg  unfits  for  fubje<^ion:  and 
we  fee  by  fad  experience  bow  much  the  bare 
pretence  of  it  has  difturb^d  the  Church ,  ^tA 
made  thofe  turn  preacliers  who  never  were 
underftandihg  hearers. 

II?  But  b^fides  thefe  moreabftrufe,  there 
are  eafier  truths  in  whifch  every  man  is  con- 
cerned ;  the  tx^licit  knowl^e  whereof  is  nc- 
ceflary  to  all;  I  iheah  the  divirie  Rules  for 
faving  Faith  and  Manners.  And  in  thofe  the 
Scripture  flile  is  as  plaih  as  is  poffible :  con- 
defcends  to  -the  apprehenfions  of  the  rudeft 
capacities:  'fb- that  none  that  can  read  the 
Scripture  but  will  .there  find  the  way  to  blifs 
evidently  chalk'd  out  to  him.  That  I  may 
ufe  the  words  of  Saint  Gregory  ,  the  Latnb 
maywade  in  thofe  waters  of Rfe,  as  well  as  the  E- 
lephant  mayjwim.  '  The  Hofy  Ghoft,  as  St.Au- 
Jtin  tells  us ,  lib.  i.  of  Chriftiah  do<ftrin ,  chap.6. 
has  made  in  the  plainer  places  of  Scripture  ma- 
gnificint  arid  healthful  p-ovijion  for  our  hunger ; 
andintheobfeure  ^  again^  fattety.  For  there  are 
Jcarce  any  things  drawn  from  ohfcure  f  laces , 
which  in  others  are  not  fpbkmmofiflainl^f  And 
he  farther  adds,  that  tfrnr^thinghapfentobe 
no  where  eicplaif^d  >  every  man  may  there  abound 
inhtsfenfe. 

IX.  So  again ,   in  the  fame  Book ,   cap.  9. 

he 
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he  faies,  that  all  thofe  things  ^hich  cimcefH 
Faith  and  Manners ,  are  flamly  to  he  met  with 
in  the  Serif  tnre  \  and  Saint  Jerm  in  his  Com^ 
mention  Ef\^.  tells  us,  thatHUthecufiomof 
the  Scrip  fare  to  ebfe  obfcure  fayings  with  tboje 
that  are  eajj ;  and  what  wasfirpexfrefi  dark* 
/y,  to  fropofe  in  evident  words;  which  very 
thing  is  faid  likewiie  by  Saint  C^rjy^Mft 
Horn.  9.  X  Cor.  4.  ii.  who  in  his  firft  homily 
on  Saint  Mat.  farther  declares ,  that  the  Scrt^ 
ftures  are  eafy  tobeunderftoad^  and  exposed  to 
^vulgar  capacities. 

1 3 «  He  iaies  again  ^  Hom'.  upon  Efisf  *  ^^^ 
the  Scriptures  are  not  mettals  that  require  the 
help  of  Miners  ^  but  afford  a  trefureeafilytobe 
had  to  them  that\feek  the  riches  contaif^d  i» 
them.  It  u  enough  on^  to  ftoop  down ,  and  look 
upon  them ,  and  depart  replenijb^ d  with  wealth  $ 
it  is  enough  only  to  open  them ,  and  behold  the 
Jplendor  of  thofe  Gems.  Again  ^  Hom/3.onthe 
fecond  Ep.  to  the  ThelTx.  AU  things  or e  evi- 
dent and  fir Mt ,  which  are  in  the  holy  ScrifptUre  ; 
whatever  is  neceffary  is  manifeji.  Soalfo  Horn. 
3.  on.G^.  14.  It  cannot  be  that  he  who  isftur 
dious  in  the  holy  Scripture  JJjould  be  rejeSledt 
for  tho  the  inftruHion  of  men  be  wanting^  the 
Lord  from  above  wiUinUghtenpur  minds  ^  Jhine 
in  upon  our  reafon^  revele  what  is  fecret  ^  and 
teach  what  we  do  not  know.  Soltf  om.i .  on  Jo.x  i . 
Almighty  God  invohes  his  dQ0rin  with  no  mifts  ^ 
andaarknefsy  as  did  the  ^bilojbphers:  his  do* 

\  (Irin 
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iirin  is  Iwi^Jterfhen  thtSunrbedfns ;  and  more 
Hlufirims}  .and  therefore  eveiy  where  diffu^d: 
and  Horn.  ^.  on  Jo.  it-  Hu  d^rin  is  fo  facile , 
that  not  only  the  wife^  Jna  even  women ,  and 
youths  mufi  tfjm^ehend  it.  Horn.  1 3 .  on  Gen.  x: 
Let  us  go  to  the  Scripture  as  our  Mark ,  which  is 
itsown  interpreter.    And  faort  aftct faics ,  that 
the  Scripture  ihteifrets  itfeJf;  and  Jujfers  not 
its  Auditor' to  ei^r:    To  thefatmepurpofefkies 
Cyril  in  his  third.  Book  agaltlft  J«/^».    In  the 
Scripture  nothing  is  diffimlt  to  them^  who  are 
cowverfant  in  them  as  they  ought  to  be. 

14.  It  is'theteforeagrouiidlefs  cavil  which 
men  make^  at  the  obfcurity  of  the  Scripture  j 
fince  it  is  not  obfcure  in  thofe  things  where- 
m^'s  our  common  intercft  itlhouldbeplain:: 
whiih  fiificiently  juftifies  its  proptiety  to  that 
great  end  o£  friaking  us  wife  unto  Jdhatian. 
Aild  for  thofe  things  whicli  feem  lefs  intel- 
b^le  to  us ,  many  of  them  become  fo ,  libt  by 
the  innate  bbfcurity  of  the  Text ,  but  by  ex- 
Qinfh:  circumftances  (  of  which  perhaps  the 
OYcr-buly  tainp^ring  of  Paraphrairs ,  pleafed 
with  new  notions  of  their  own,  may  be 
reckon'd  iotjoxit/)  But  this  fubjeft  the  Reader 
nidy  ,find  fa  wdlpurfocd  in  Mr.  Boy  Is  Traft 
cohceming  the  ftile  of  Scripture ,  that  I  fhall 
bekiitiieft  both  to  him  and  it  to  refer  him 
thitli^r?;  as.  .alfo  for  anfwer  to  thofebther  que- 
jultaius  objcftions  whidiwimt'n  galled  with  the 
ftiiafe  of thcStftp^ 
^vv\i  ij".  A 
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15-.  A'  third  circumftance  in  which: the 
Scripture  is  fitted  to  attain  its  end,  is  its  being 
committed  to  writing,  as  that  is  diftinguifli'd 
from  oral  dehvery.  Itis  moft  true ,  the  word 
of  God  is  of  equal  aucority  and''efficacy 
which  way  focver  it  be  deliver  d  :^  The  Ser- 
mons of  the  Apoftles  were  every  jot  as  divine 
■and  powerful  out  of  their  mouths  ,  as  they  arc 
now  in  their  ftory.  All  the  advantage  there; 
■fore  tliat  the  written  Woj^d'on  prdtend  to  , 
Is  in:  order  to  us  perpetuity,  as  it  is  a  fecflrer 

'  way  of  derivation  topofteifrry,  th^H  th^t'of 
Wal  Tradiiiion.  -To  evinct:  that  it '  is;  fo  \  I 
4hal!  firfl:  ■  weish  the  ratifihi^t  probibili'tits  on 
either  fide.'  Secondly  ;'  I  Ihall  cbhflder  to 
Avhich  God  himfelf  ipj)^^'  iri  Stfiptu're  to 
*givethedtftrehce.     '  •'  ■  '''^  '  .'.' 

;  ■  16.  FdR^efirftoflhere,  1  Ihallptopofe 
this  cortfideratibn ,  whiclil  had  oceafion  to 
"ifttimate  before, -that  tb6^  Bible  befi^  yrit 
for  the  utirverfal  ufc  of:thtfaithful';  '^'a^s  as 
univerfally'  difperft  ambngftthem  :  The  Jews 
iiad  the  Law  nor  only  in  their  SynagOfrues, 

,  but  in  tlieit  privat  hoofes ;  and  as  foon  as  the 
■Evangelical  Books \v efe wiit,  thdy  were  fcat- 
ter'd  into'  all  places- where  the  Chriftian 
Faith  had  obtain'd.  ^Now  when  therd  was 
ibch  avaftmultitudebf  copies,  and thofe  f^ 
tevered  by^hc  "pbflcflbrs ,  that  they  tliouEjht  it 
t4ic  higheft  ^\tc\i  of  fk^Hlfege  to  expofe'theini 
/it.muftfurelyberiext^aimpoHiblc.eiitirdytb 
%,  U  fup- 
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fuppre^  th^t  Bool^.  Beddes ,  it  could  never  be 
actemte4  but  by  fpm  eminent  viplence  as  it| 
was  by  the  heathen  Pcrfecutors ;  whicji  (  ac^ 
cording  to  the  common  efFcft  of  oppofition  ) 
ferv'd  to  enhance  tjie  Chriftians  value  of  th? 
Bible ;  and  confequently  when  thp  (lorm  was 
pad ,  to  excite  their  diligence  for  recriiiting 
th<;  number.  So  that,  unlefs  in  after  Ages ,  aU 
the  Chriftians  in  the  world  fhould  at  once 
make  a  voluntary  defe<^ion »  and  ^onfpire  to 
eradicate  their  Religion^  the  Scripture? 
could  not  b^  utterly  extinguifliU 

17.  Anp  that  which  fecurcs  it  from  total 
iuppreiSon ,  do's  in  a  great  degrpe  do  fo  from 
corruption  apd  falfification.  For  whilfi  {0 
many  genuine  copies  are  extant  in  all  parts 
of  the  world,  to  be  ^ppe^rd  to,  it  would  be  a 
very  difficult  matter  to  impofe  afpuyious  one ; 
^  plpecially  if  the  change  were  fo  material  as 
^  to  awaken  mpns  jealouiies.  And  it  muft  be  |^ 
pnly  iA  a  place  ;^hd  ^ge  of  grofs  ignorance, 
that  ^py  can  be  daring^  enough  to  attemt  it. 
And  if  it  ihould  happen  to  mcceed  in  fuch  a 
particular  Church,  yet  what  is  that  to  the  uni- 
vcrfel?  Kt\d  to  tliink  to  have  the  forgery  ad- 
mitted there ,  is  (  a§  a  learned  man  faies  )  like 
^Ittemting  to  poifon.  th^  fea. 

l^^  On  the  other ,  fide ,  oral  Tradition 
feems  niucli  inoc^  liable  to  Uzac^,  error 
may  ti\ere  infmuite  it  felf  much  ipoiie  infen- 
fiWy. ,  Aid  tho  ti^5^,b^  no  univprfal  confpi- 
*      *     '     '     ^     .-..;  pacy 


^  I 


Sect.  V .     ^rop-iey  af  Ho^  Scripure.      i  ^  y 

tacy  to  admit  it  at  firft;  yet  like  ai  fmall 
eruption  of  wtiters ;  it  widens  its  ownpaflage  i 
till  it  caiife  an  inundatiori.  There  is  no  im- 
preilion  fo  deep,  but  time  and  intervenirig 
accidents  may  wcshf  out  of  mens  minds ;  e- 
ipecially  where  the  notions  are  many  and 
are  fdunded  iiot  in  iiature ,  but  pofitivc  infti- 
tution ,  as  a  great  part  pf  Chdliiah  Religion 
fs.  Arid  when  we  (Jcinfider  the  various  tem- 
pers of  meii ,  'twill  not  be  ftrange  that  fuc- 
ceeding  Ages  will  riot  alwaies  be  determined 
by  the  Traditions  of  the  former,  Som  ixi 
pragmatic ,  and  think  themfelveS  fitter  to 
prelcribe  to  the  belief  of  theirpotterity ,  thenl 
to  follow  that  of  their  A^celtots  r  fpm  have 
Interefl:  arid  dengnS  which  will  be  better  fer- 
v'd  by  new  Tenets :  aud  fdm  are  ignoraiit 
and  niiftaking,  dnd  may  unawares  cofiritpt 
the  doftrin  they  fhould  barely  deliver :  and 
of  this  laft  fort  we*  may  gueis  there  may  hi 
many,  (ince  it  falls  commonly  to  the  mo- 
thersi  lot  to  imbxie  ehildren  with  the  firft  ru- 
diments. 

19.  NoV  in  all  thcfe.  cafes  how  pdfliblc^ 
IS  it  thit  primitive  Traditiori  may  be  either 
toft  ht  adulterated?  arid  coniequently ,  and 
in  proportion  to  that  poffibility.,  our  confi- 
dence of  it  muft  be  ftaggct'd.  1  am  fare  ac- 
cording ta-  the  common  eftimate  in'  fecuUr^ 
it  muft  be  fp.  For  I  appeal  to  any  man  whe- 
ther he  be  riot  apter  to  credit  a  relatit)n  wliich 

U  i  comesr 
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comes  from  an  eie-witnefs  then  at  the  third 
or  fourth ,  much  more  at  the  hundredtli  re- 
bound :  (as  in  thisxafe.)  And  daily  experi- 
ence tells  US;  that  a  true  and  probable -ftory 
by  parting  thro  many  hands  ,  often  grows 
to  an  improbable  lie.  This  man  thinks  he 
could  add, one  becoming  circumftance  ;  that 
man  another:  and  whilft  moft  men  take  the 
liberty  to  do  fo ,  the  relation  grows  as  mon-. 
ilrous  a.s  fuch  a  heap  of  incoherent  pharicies 
can  niafce  it!, 

xo.  If  to  this  it.be  faid  that  this  happens 
only  in  trivial  fecular  matters,  but  thit  in  the 
weighty  concern  of  Religion  mankind  is  cer- 
tainly'more  ferious  and  fincere:!  anfwerthat 
'tis  very  improbable  that  they  are ;  fmce  'tis 
obvious  in  the  common  praftice  of  the  world, 
that  die  interefts  of  Rehgion  are  poftpon'd 
to  every  little  worldly  concern.  And  there- 
fore when  a  temporal  advantage  requires  the 
binding  and  warping  of  Religion  ,  there 
will  never  be  wanting  fom  that  will  attemt 
it. 

,  XI.  Besides,  there  is  flill  left  in  human 
nature  fo  much  of  the  venom  of  the  Serpents 
firft  temtation,  that  tho  men  cannot  be  as 
God ,,  yet  they  love  to  be  prefcribing  to 
him  ,  and  to  be  their  own  AfTeflbrs  as  to 
that  worihip  and  homage  they  .  a^ e  to  pay 

him.  \. 
XX.  But  above  all  "tis  considerable  that 

;  .     . . 
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in  vthiscaie  Sath^n  has  a  more  pfedrutiar:  <con- 
cern ,-  and  can  fervc  himfel£  morc  by  a  fald- 
ficatioh  heee  thea  iti  temporal  a^irsi  For  if 
he  can  b^t  cbttupu  Rcligioit,  it  ceafes  to  be* 
l^s  enemy  ^  and  becomes  one  of  bis  moft 
_ufeful  engins ,  as  fufficiently  appeared  in  the 
rites^  of  the  hcatlien  worfliip.  We  have 
thferefojfe  no  caufe  to  think  this  an  exemt 
cafe;  but  to  prefume  it  may  be  influenced 
by  the  fame  pravity  of  human  nature ,  which 
prevailes  in  others  ;  and  confequentiy  are 
©blig'd  JO  blefs  God  that  he  iias  not  left  out 
fpiritual  concerns  >  to,  fuch  hazards ,  but  has 
lodg'd  them  in  a  more  fecure  repofitory ,  the 
written  Word.  : . 

Z3.  BiiT  I  fore- fee  'twill  beobjcfted,  that 
whilft  I  thus  difparage  Tradition ,  I  do  vertu- 
ally  invalidate  the  Scripture  it  felf,  which 
comes  to  us  uponits  credit.  To  this  I  anfwer 
firft  t)iat  fince  God  has  witli-drawn  immedi- 
ate J^velation  from  the  world,  Tradition  is 
tlwonly  means  to  convey  to  us  the  firft  no- 
ti^  that  this  Book  is  the  word  of  God  :  and 
it;  being  the  oniy  means  he  affords  ,  we  have 
^  reafon  to  depend  on  his  goodnefs ,  that  he 
will  not  fuffer  that  to  be  evacuated  to  us.: 
and  that  how  liable  foever  Tradition  may  be 
te\€Er,:yet  that  it  ihall.not  anally  err  in 
thi%attScular.  : 

/LAf.  But  in  the  fecond  place ;  Thiis  Tfa-. 
ditlonieems  not  fp  liable  to  faUlfiic;4ltion  as.o-^ 
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theirs :  It  is  to  very  ikort  and  filtipte  a  propo* 
fitioii ;  fuch  and  uich  writings  are  the  word 
of  God  ,  that  there  is  Ao  great  rdom  for  So* 
)>hiitry  or  miftake  to  pervert  the  fenfe ;  the 
only  poffibie  deception  niuft  be  to  change  the 
fubjecb,  and  obtrude  fiippofitious  writings  in 
room  of  the  true,  under  me  title  of  the  word 
of  God.  But  tliis  has  already  appear'd  to  be 
unptai^icable ,  becaufe  6f  the  multitude  of 
copies  which  were  difperd  in  the  wotld  j  by 
which  fuch  an  attemt.  would  foon  have  bin  de- 
teded.  There  appears  therefore  more  reafoii 
as  wellasihor^  neceffity ,  to  rely  upon  Tradi- 
tion in  this  i  then  in  moft  other  particulars. 

If.    Neither  yet  do  I  fo  farr  decry 
oral  Tradition  in  any ,  as  to  conclude  it  im- 

roflible  it  ihould  derive  any  truth  to  pofterity: 
only  look  on  it  as  more  eafuat;  and  conie-^ 
queritly  a  lefs  fit  conveiance  of  the  moft  im-' 
portant  and  neceflary  verities  then  the  wri- 
tcn  Word:  In  which  \  conceiv6my  felf  jufti- 
fiM  by  the  common  fenfe  of  mankind ;  who' 
ufe  to  commit  thofe  things  to  writing ,  which 
they  are  moft  foUcitous  t6  derive  to  pofterity. 
Dos  any  Nation  truft  their  fundamental 
laws  only  to  the  memory  of  the  prefent  Ag( 
aUtid  take  no  other  codrfe  to  trarifmit  thei 
to  the  future  ?  do*s  any  man  purchafe  an  e- 
ftate ,  and  leave  no  way  for  his  children  to 
lay  claim  tp  it ,  but  the  Tnfditioh  the  prefent' 
witneffes  ihall  leave  of  it?  Naydo^sany^on- 

fidtring 
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f^dering  man  ordinarily  make  any  important 
pad:  or  bargain  ( tho  without  relation  topoftcr 
rity  )  without  putting  the  Articles  in  writing  ? 
And  whence  is  all  this  caution  but  from  a  uni- 
verfal  confent  that  writing  is  the  fureft  way  of 
tr^filiiitting? 

.  x6*  B  U  T  we  have  yet  a  higher  appeal  in 
this  matter  theh  to  the  fuffrage  of  men :  God 
himfelf  feem^  to  havp  determined  it  ;  And 
wliathis  decifionis,  'cis  our  next  bufinefs  toin-^ 
|]dire. 

■%ji  And  fir  ft  he  has  git  en  the  moil  real 
and  cpmprehenfive  atteftatioji  to  thi$  wgy  of 
writing,  by  having  himfelf  chofe  it.  For  he 
is  too  wife  to  be  miftaken  in  his  eftiraate  of 
better  and  worfe  ,  and  too  kind  to  chufe  the 
worft  for  US:  and  yet  he  has  chofen  to  cpm- 
njtunicate  himfelf  to  the  latter  Ages  of  die 
world  by  writing;  and  has  fumm'cf  up  all  the 
ptcrnal  concerns  of  mankind  in  the  facred 
Scriptures ,  and  left  thofe  (acred  Records  by 
which  we  are  to  be  both  informed  and  go- 
vern'd;  which  if  oral  Tradition  would  intal- 
libly  have  dpn ,  h^d  bin  utterly  needlefs :  and 
Gpd  ftire  is  not  fo  prodigal  of  his.  Ipirit ,  as  to 
iofptre  the' Authors  of  Scripturc:tD  write  that , 
whofe  ufe  .was  fttperfeded  by  a  former  more 
;  dbrtaift  expedient.  '  * 

vx8.  Nay,  under  the  Mofaic  oeconomy;, 
^- when  he  made  ufe  of  other  waies  of  reveling 
himfelf^  yet  to  perpetuate  the  memory  eveii 

of 
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of  thofe  Revelations ,  he  choie  to  have  them 
written,  At  the  delive}ry  :Qf  tjje  Law  ,  <jod 
fpake  then  viva  voce  ^  and;  with  that  pomp 
of  dreadful  folemnity ,  as.  certainly  was  apt 
to  make  the  deepeft  impreffions  ;  yet  God 
fore-faw  that  thro  every  lucceeding  Age  that 
ilamp  woul4  grow  more  4ini. ,.  and  iU  a  lonj 
revolution '  miglit  ap  laft -  .be  -  c5«ittd;  ■  Ani 
therefore  how  warm  foey^r  the  Ifcaelifces  ap- 
prehenfio|i3  then  were  ^  li^-ji^ould  ndtrtriift 
to:  them  for  the  perpetuating  his  Law  ♦•i4>||it 
committed  ;it..tp  iwriti<ig  \  -%x.  13/18.  nay 
,  wrote  it  twiop  l^mfelf.    ,;  0  f  o      i  ,. 

/   %^.  Y  E  T,,^^afither  ^y^ii  /^c  ceremoiii^l 
^Law,  tho  4qf  ^i^ended.tobQic^perpetiaalofc- 
Jigation,  was  not  yet  re£err'4:to  the  traditio- 
^iiary  way,  boi^^YaShWrote  hyMpA^ » anddepofi- 
ted  witli  the.Pfjgfts,  Tifiut.^^f^.  And  after- 
event  lliew'd  thjs  waS;  jio -^Cidlefs  caution, 
for  when  under;  Mamffe^ , ,  Idolatry  had  pre- 
vail'd  in  J^rujhkm ,  it  x^a^i  rtot  by  any  dot- 
'mant  Traditioa,jbut  by;l)e(]^09k  of  the  Law 
found  in  th^jTempl©  ,iith^tyj4^^  both 

excited  to  jreform  Religioit  ^  artd  inftrufted 
how  to  do  it  \\  '^yl^ipgs  %%.  fQ/  And  had  not 
that  or  Torn  other,  copy  .bjin.p^oduc'd,  they  had 
bin jnuch .  w^/:thQ  ^ark  as^- 1:9  |:he  particulars 
of  their  refomiation  ;  which  that  they  had 
not  bin  conyei'4  by  Traditio^j,  appears  by  the 
fuddcn  ft^irjiijjig^  of  the ,  K.in^^ upon  the  rea- 
ding of  theX%^t ;  which  c9\iT^  not  have  bin , 
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liad  he  bin  '•  before  poffeft:  with  the,  consents 
of  it.  In  like  manner  we  find  in  Nehmah^ 
that  the  obfervation  of  the  Feaft  of  Taber- 
nacles was  recoverVl  by  coi^fulting  the  Law; 
the  Traditfon  whereof  was  wholly  worn  out ; 
or  elfe  it  had  fure  bin  tmpojfible  that i4  tould 
for  To  long  a  time  have  bin  intermitted ,  Neb. 
is .  1 8 .  And  yet  mens  memories  are  common* 
iy  more  retentive  of  an  external  viflble  rite , 
tnen  they  a^re  of  fpeculaiiye  Propofitions ,  or 
moral  Precepts. 

30.  TrtEs<E  iuft^nces  ihew  how  fallible 
an  expedient  mere  oral  Tradition  is  for  tranf- 
iniffiott  to  pofterity.  But  admit  no  fuch  in- 
llance  could  bd  given,  'tis  argument  enough 
that  God  li^as  by  his  :ow»  choice  of -writing, 
given  the  praefcrence  100  it.  Nor  has  he  barely 
chofen  it /but  has  made  it  the  ftandard  by 
which  to  ^mefure  all  :fiicceeding  pretences. 
'Tis  the  m^tns  he  prefcribcs  for  diftinguifli- 
ing  divine  from  diabolical  Infpirations  :  To 
the  Law  arid  ttrthe  Tefiimmi^  if  they  /peak  not 
according  to  this  Wordy  there  is  no  light  in  them , 
Ifai.  8.  xo;  :And  when  the  Lawier  interroga- 
ted our  Savior  whathe^fljould  do  to  inherit, 
^eternal  life,  he  fends  him. not  to  ranfap Tra- 
dition ,  or  the  cabaliftical  divinity  of  the 
Rabbins ,  but  refers  him'  to  the  Law :  What  is 
written  in  the  Lawl how readeft  thou  ?  Lufc. 
-10.  a6.  And  indeed  i  throjautthe  Golpel,  wfe 
dill  find  him  in  his  difcdurfe  appealing  to 
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Scripture,  and  aiferting  its  autortty:  as  on 
the  other  fide  inveighing  againft  ;thofe  Tra- 
ditions ot  the  Elders  which  had  evacuated 
iJie  written  Word :  Te  mahf  the  Pl^Qtd  of  God 
0f  none  effe6i  by  your  Tradkim^  >4at.  ty .  6; 
Whicli  as  it  abundantly  fhcws.  Cbifiits  adhe- 
rence to  the  written  Word,  fo:*ti8  a  pregnant 
iiiftance  how  poffiblc  it  is  for  Tradition  to  bp 
corrupted,  and  made  t]ic  inftriime^sofini^ 
jppfinjg  mens  phancies  ^ven  in  xftnora&dioii 
%q  Gods  commands. 

3 1  i  An d  fince  our  ble^dXordxhits  made 
Scrfptyfre-  the  teft  whepeby  to  tey  Traditions , 
we  liiay  farely  acquief^e  in  his.  dccifton  *  and 
either  Hsmbrace  <!>r  rejeft  Traditions  ^  accor- 
ding as  'they  correfpond  to  the  iitcfremer  rule, 
idle  written  Word*  It  muft  therefore  beave- 
ry  trnwarrantable  attemt  to  fee :Up.  Tradition 
in  competition  with»(iuudi  ihore  in  contra- 
diftioii  to)  that  to  wKieh  Chrift  himfelf  hath 
fubjiefted  it. 

3  jL.  $aint  Tatd  reckons  it  as  the  principal 
privilegetyf  the  Jewifli  Church ,  that  it'had  th^ 
Oracles  of  Ood  committed  tQ/it;,i. ^.  that 
ith?  lioly  Scriptures  Widre  depoffited.;  and  put 
In  its  cuftoay :  [and  in  this  i the: ;Chrifl:ian 
Church  fucceeds  it/ and  is  tlie- guardian  and '] 
confe;:vator  of  hdy^Wtit.  lasktbiin,,,  had  the 
Jev^  jChurch  by Vetctie  oi itsikcing keeper , 

partidf.tj&ojfe  Ora- 
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much  out  in  his  eftimate„  and  ought  to  haVe 
reckon  d  that  ^s  their  higheft  privilege.  Bii* 
indeed,  tiie  very  nature  of  the  truft  implies 
the  contrary;  and  bcfides^  *tis  evident ^  that 
is  the  v0ry  ctime  Ghrift  charges  upon  thd 
Jews  in  the  place  above  cited  Ahd  if  the 
Jcwilh  Churcn  had  no  fuch  right ,  upon  what 
account  can  the  Chriftian  claim  any?  Has 
Chrift  enlarg'd  its  Charter?  has  he  left  the 
facred  iScriptures  with  her ,  iiot  to  preferve 
and  praftice ,  but  to  regulate  and  reform  ?  to 
fill  up  its  vacancies ,  and  fupply  its  defers  by 
her  own  Traditions  ?  if  fo ,  let  the  commit 
fion  be  produced;  but  ii  her  office  be  only 
that  of  guardiarilhip  and  truft ,  flic  muft  nei- 
ther fubftraft  from ,  nor'  by  any  fupfraddi- 
tions  6f  her  own  evacuate  its  meaning  andl 
efficacy:  and  to  do  fo^  would  be  the  fame 
guilt  that  it  would  be  in  a  pcrlbn  intrufted 
With  the  fundamental  Records  df  a  Nation , 
to  foift  in  fuch  claufes  as  himlelf  pleafes* 

3  3  In  fliort,  God  has  in  the  Sdripttires 
laid  down  exaft  rules  for  our  belief  and  pra- 
Aice ,  and  has  entrufted  the  Church  to  convey 
them  to  us ;  if  flie  vary  ^  at  ainy  way  enervatd 
tliem,  flieis  falfetothattnift,  butdannotby 
it  oblige  us  to  recede  froi;niiiatrulefliefliauldi 
dehver ,  to  comply  with  that  flie  obtrudes  up- 
on us.  The  cafe  may  be  illuftratedby  ail 
eafy  refemblance,  Suppofc  a  King  have  ^ 
forreiga,  principality  for  which  he  eompofes 
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a  body  of  Laws ;  ann|Cxes  to  them  rewards 
and  penalties ,  and  requires  an  exad  and  in- 
difpenfable  conformity  to  tliem.  Thefe  be- 
ing put  iti  writing  ,  he  fends  by  a  feleft  mef- 
fenger :  now  fuppofe  this  meuenger  deliver 
them ,  yet  faies  withall ,  that  himfelf  has  auto- 
rity  from  the  King  to  fuperfede  thefe  Laws  at 
his  plefure  ;  fo  that  their  laft  refort  muftbe  to 
his  diftats,  yet  produces  no  other  teftimony 
but  his  own  bare  affirmation.  Is  it  poffible 
that  any  nien  in  their  wits  fliould  be  fo  ftu- 
pidly  credulous ,  as  to  incur  the  penalty  of 
thoie  Laws  upon  fo  improbable  an  indemni- 
ty ?  And  fure  it  would  he  no  whit  lefs  mad- 
nefs  in  Chriftians  ,  to  violate  any  precept  of 
God  ,  on  an  ungrounded  fuppofal  of  the 
Churches  power  to  difpenfe  with  them. 

34.  And  if  the  Church  univerfal  have  not 
this  power ,  nor  indeed  ever  claim'd  it,  it  moft 
be  a  ftrange  infolence  for  any  particular 
Church  to  pretend  to  it,  as  the  Church  of 
Rome  do's ;  as  if  we  fhould  owe  to  her  Tra- 
dition all  our  Scripture ,  and  all  our  Faith ; 
infomuch  that  without  the  fupplies  which  ftic 
affords  from  the  Oracle  of  her  Chair ,  our  Re- 
ligion were  imperfeft  ,  and  our  falvation  in- 
fecure.  Upon  which  wild  diftates  I  fhall  take 
liberty  in  a  diftinft  SeiSion ,  farther  to  anim- 
advert,  • 
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SECT.     VI. 

The  frffrdge  of  the  frimiti've  Ghrifiiati 
Church, concerning  thep'ofriety  andfiu 
)  '     '  nefs  which  the  Scripture  has  towards  the 
attainment  of  its  excellent  end. 

r 

f 

AGAINST  what  has  bin  hitherto  faid 
to  the  advantage  of  the  holy  Scripture , 
there  oppofes  it  felf  (  as  we  have  already  in- 
timated) theautoritv  of  the  Church  oi  Rome} 
which  allows  it  to  be  only  an  imperfed  rule 
of  Faith,  faying  in  the  fourtli  Seflion  of  the 
Council  of  jCrent ,  that  Chriftian faith  anddif 
cipUne. ,  are  contain' d  in  the  Books  written  ^ 
and  unwritten  Tradition.  And  in  the  fourth 
rule  of  the  Index  put  forth  by  command 
of  the  faid  Council,  the  Scripture  is  declarM 
to  be  y5  far  from  ufeful ,  that  its  reading 
is  pernicious  if  permitted  promifcuoujly  in  the 
vulgar  Tongue^  and  therefore  to  be  with-^ 
held :  infomuch  that  the  ftudy  of  the  holy 
Bible  is  commonly  by  perfons  of  the  Roman 
Communion ,  imputed  to  Proteftants  as  part 
of  their  herefy ;  they  being  caird  by  them  in 
contemt  the  Evangelical  men ,  and  Scriptu- 
rarians.  And  the  Bible  in  the  vulgar  Tongue 
of  any  Nation ,  is  commonly  reckoned  among 
prohioited  Books,  and  as  fuch,  publicly  burnt 

when 
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when  met  with  by  the  Inquifitprs :  ind  the 
perfon  who  (s  found  with  it ,  or  to  read  there- 
in ,  is  fubjcfted  to  fe vere  pipnjilties . 
"*  ir.  For  the  vindication  of  the  truth  of 
God,  and  to  put  to  ihlnie  thofe  unhappy  In- 
Aov^ors ,  wiho  amidil  great  pretences  to  an- 
tiquity ,  atid  veneration  to  the  Scriptures ,  pre- 
varicat  from  both  :  I  think  it  may  not  be 
amifs »  to  fliew  plainly  the  mind  of  tne  primi-^ 
tiye  Church  herein ;  and  that  in  as  few  words 
as  the  matter  will  admit- 

3 .  First  I  preriiife  that  Ireneus  and  Ter- 
/i^wjn  having  to  do  with  Heretics ,  who  boaft- 
C[d  themfelves  to  be  emendators  of  the  Apo^ 
ftles,  and  wifer  then  they  •  dcf^ifing  their  ati-^ 
tbrity ,  rejeftii^  feveral  parts  6t  the  f criptuf e ,      ' 
arid  obtruding  other  wtitirig's  in  their  (teed^ 
have  had  recourfe  unto  Tradition  ,   with  a 
kerning    preference    of    it  unto   Scripture.      ' 
Their  adverfaries  having  no  Common  priff-      | 
dple  befides  the  owning  the  name  of  Chri^     1 
ftiaris;  it  was  impolfible  to  convirige  theni,      ^ 
6ut  by  a  recourfe  to  Xuch  a  medium  which 
they  would  allow.   But  thefe  Fathers  being 
to  let  down  and  eftablifli  their  Faith ,  aire  moft 
^pjjels  in  refolying  it  into  Sdripture:  and 
wJh^n  they  recommend  Traditioii ,  ever  meafl 
^'cK  as  is  alfo  A|^oftplicaL  r        / 
-,*J4^  Ireneus   in  the  fecorid  Book  ,  47.  c. 
tetisi  ub*  that  the  Striptuxesaire^trfeSf^  as  diBa- 
Udjh]^  the  word  of  God  andhU'Jj^irit.  And  tfitf     1 

fame! 
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faoije  Father  begins  his  thir4  Book  ^n  this 
manner  >  The  ds'fpnfit'um  of  o^r  falnjatim  is  m 
otherwife  hmm  hy  us ,  then  by  thafe  hy  whom 
tk^Gqffdyuashr^  which  indeed thi^ 

firflfreacyd  ybut  afterward  deUv^'d  it  to  usjn 
the  Scripture ,  to  he  the  fi^  andfilla»:o^ 

attr  Faith.  Nornk^weimagin,that  they  began 
iqfreofh  to  others  ^  before  thejythemfelvesh^ 
^fif^f0  knowledge  as  fom  are  bold  to  fay  ;  boaJir 
fm'themfehes  to  be emndatqr^^  oftheAfofites^ 
F&r  after  our  j^djify  thej>  were  iih 

dped  with  the>fo^er  of  the  holy.  Spirit  from  qn 

higky^^h^'^i^gf  tp 

the  ends  of  tH^mrth  ^f  fetching  the  glad  tidings 

pffqlvation ,  apd  c4^fii^lpf<^if(^  ^^tq  men.  Each 
fl94  aUrOfwhomhad  theQofpel(f(^fld.  So  Sain$ 
Mtttiiew  wrote  the Gofpl  ta  (l)tM^ 
their  tonme.  ,Sai0  Peter  and  Saint  -  P^uJ 
freofjh'dat  Rome ,  Md  there  founded  a  Qhurcp  : 


J^v^^  the  follower  _ 
fhe  GqJ^el  he  bad  delivered.  'j4fter'{f;ard  Sat^p 
John  ^/  Ephefiis  i»  Afiiji  pubjijhld^is  Gojpef^ 
'^c.  Iti;  his  fourth' Book ,  c,(J$.  he  direi^all 
l:he  Heretics  with  wiiora  he  deals,  XQ  read  di^ 
ligently  the  Qoffel  del\ver^d  by  ihss  Afopl^Sy 
/tnd  sLpJq  read  diligently  theTr((phet A ,  aflurtng 
^heyjhall  there fm  every  aBion:^:  every  doHrjup 
fifnd  every  Jufferingof  wr  J^^  declared^^^ 
tbe^^  •   .     •    •  ■  x  ■    .  ■  • 

.\  5.  Thos 
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y.  Thus  TertuUian  in  his  Book  of  Pre- 
fcriptions ,  c  6.  It  is  not  lawful  for  us  tdtntrth 
duce  any  thing  of  our  own  will ,  mt"  make  ^ 
choice  upon  our  arbitrement.  We  have  the  Afo- 
files  of  our  Lord  for  our  Authors^  who  themjifues 
took  UP  nothing  on  their  own  "WiU  or  choice ;  but 
faithfully'  imparted  to  the  Nations  the  difiipline 
which  they  had  received  fromChrift.  So  that  if 
an  Angel  from  heaven  Jhould  teach  another  do- 
ftrin  ,  he  ivere  to  be  accurfl.  And.  c.  xy.  ^Tw 
madnefs ,  faies  he  of  the  Heretics ,  when  they 
tonpfs  that  the  Apoftles  were  ignorant  of  no- 
thing ,  nor  taught  things  different;  to  think  that 
they  did  not  revele  all  things  foisU:  which  he 
enforces  in  the  following   chkpter.    In  his 
Book  againft  I^ermogenes^t^l^.  hedifcourfes 
'|:hus  ;  1  adore  tl>e  pknitudeo^^ 
which  difcovers  to  me  the  Creator^  and  what  was 
created.  Alfohin  iheGof^el  I  find  theWordwas 
ihe  Arbiter  and  Agent  in  the  Creation:  That  all 
fhings  wert  made  of  freexffi'ent  matter  I  never 
rcM.    Let  ^  Hcrmogenes* , '  and^  his  jouft^men 
fhew  that  it  is  written.  If  it  be  not  written^  let 
hhn  feiir  ihhpoe^which  belongs  to  them  ihad  add 
or  detraB.  -And  ita  the  3  9.  at;  of  his  Prefcript. 
We  feed  ot^  f^iih ,  rdkje  our\  hope ,  and  efiablijh 
our  reliance  with  the  facred  Words. 
:  y.  In    like  \maiiner  lSffol;ftus  in  the  Ho- 
fflily  2,gixri^Nd^ti^  declares >  that  we  acknow- 
^g  bn^  from*  Scriptm^ibat  there  is.  one  God. 
Am  whereas  fecukirThilo/ophy  is  not  tobehad^ 
•  •  :  hut 
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butfrm  the  reading  of  the  doBrinoftheThilo^ 
fofhersi  fo  whofoever  of  us  will  frefirve  pety 
towards  God^  he  cannot  otherwtfe  leatn  it  then 
from  the  holy  Scripture,  Accordingly  Origen 
in  the  fifth  Homily  on  Leviticus ,  laies ,  in 
the  Scripture  every  word  appertaining  to  God ,  is 
to^  be  fought  and  difcufi  ;  and  the  knowkdg  of  all 
things  is  to  be  received. 

7.  What  Saint  Cyprian's  opinion  was  in 
this  point ,  we  learn  at  large  from  his  Epiftlc 
to  Tompey.  For  when  Tradition  was  objeft- 
ed  to  him ,  he  anfwers ;  Whence  is  this  Tradu 
tionl  is  it  from  the  autority  of  our  Lord  and 
his  Go/pel  i  or  comes  it  from  the  commands 
of  the  Apoflles  in  their  Epiftles  ?  Almighty 
God  declares  that,  what  is  written  jhould  be 
obei'd  and  praBic^d.  The  Book  of  the  Law  ^ 
faies  he  in  Joihua,  Jballnot  depart  from  tly 
mo^th^  but  thou  jhalt  meditate  in  it  day  and 
nighty  that  you  may  obferiJ'e  and  keep  all  that  is 
"vuritten  therein.  So  our  Lord  fending  his  Apo- 
files ,  commands  them  to  baptize  all  Nations , 
and  teach  thern  to  obferve  all  things  that  he  had 
commanded.  Again,  what  obftinacy  and  pre-. 
Jumtion  is  it  to  prefer  human  Tradition  to  di^ 
n)ine  Command ;  not  confidering  that  Gods  wrath 
is  kindled  as  often  as  his  Precepts  are  dijfoh^d 
and  negkBed  by  reafon  of  human  Traditions. 
Thus  God  warns  andjpeaks  by  Ifaiah :  This  peo^ 
^le  honors  me.  with  their  lips.,  but  their  heart  is. 
far  from  me  i  but  in  i^im  do  th(y  worjkip  me , 

.  J  V  teaching 
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teachinz  fsr  ddSfrins  the  commandments  ^ffnen. 
^i^  /Af  L«r^  /«  /w  GoJ^ checks  an Arefron^es , 
faying  >  ytm  re fcB  the  Law  of  God  y  thatyoumay 
efiablifh  yourTraditim.    Of  which'Precept  the 
AfoflU  S^dint  Paul  ^^01^  mindful^  admonijhes 
infiruSts ,  faying  ;  i^  i««ry  «r^^  teaches  other- 
wife  y  and  hear  kens  not  tofirnddoitrin ,  k?^^  the 
words  of  our  Lordjefiis  Chriji^  he  isfiroudjmaw- 
ing  nothing:  Fromfkch  we  nmfi depart.     KvA 
again  he  adds,  Tbereisacmif^ndiousway  for 
religious  andjSacere  niftds ,  both  to  defojit  their 
errors  y  and  find  out  the  truth.  Fcrtfwereturn 
to  the  fburce  and  original  of  divine  Tradition , 
human  error  will  ceafe^  md  t he  ground  (^  hea- 
venly Myfi  erics  being  fien;,  wfoatfbever  was  hid 
with  ckuds  and  darknefs ,  will  he  m^mfefl  by 
the  Ught  of  truth.  Ifafipethat  brought  plen- 
tiful fi$ff  lies  of  water  y fail  on  thefuddam ,  2o  not 
men  look  to  the  fountain,  and  thence  learn  the 
caufetfthe  defkf ,  whether  the  fprit^  it  felf  be 
dry  y  or  if  running  ft'eefy ,  the  water  is  fiopt  in 
its  faff  age ;  that  if  by  interrupted  or  broken 
conveiances ,  it  was  hindred  to  fafs ,  they  being 
repaired,  it  may  again  he  brought  to  the  City ^with 
the  fame  plenty  a£  it  flows  from  the  fpring%  And 
this  G(ds  Trieffs  ought  to  do  at  this  time  ^  (keying 
the  commands  of  God ,  that^  if  truth  havefwervd 
or  failed  in  any  particular ,  we  go  backward  to 
the  fmree  of  the  Evangelical  and  Apoftihcal 
Tradition  ,  and  there  found  our  aBings}  from 
whence  their  order  and  origation  began. 

8.  It 
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8.  It  is  true Bellarmine  reproches  this  dif- 
courfe  as  erroneous  5  but  whatever  it  might 
be  in.  the  inference  >yhich  Saint  Cyprian  drew 
from,  it ,  in  it  felf  it  was  not  (o.  For  Saint  Au- 
ftin,  thq  fufBciently  engaged  againft  Saint  Qr- 
/prian^s  qonclarion ,  allows  the pofition  as  mod 
Orthodox;  faying,  in  the  fourth  Book  of 
Baptifm  r  c.  j^.  n^her^as  he  admonijhes  to  go 
hacktotjsefjsiuntiun^  that  is  ^  the  Tradition  of 
the  Jj^oflIes\.  and  thence  b^^  the  ftream down 
to  mr  timsi  -^^  moj^j^xcelknt  ^  aud  without 
doubt  to  hdtm.  ..'  ' 
.  9.  Thus  Eufehius  fxpi^cfTes  himfelf  in  his 
iecond/Book  zgzmOi  ^abej^lius.  As  jt  isafoint 
ofjloth  ^^mttofiek  intofha/e  things ,  whereof  one 
may  enquire  ;  fo  'tis  infilence  to  be  inquijitive 
in  other^s,  Mut  what  arethofe  things  which  we 
ought  to  enquire  into?.  Even  thofe  which  are  to 
be  fouf^d  in  the  Scriptures:  thofe  things  which 
are  not^there  to  be  found  ^  let  us  not  feek  after. 
For  ifphey.mghttobejknqw  holy  Ghoft  had 
not  omitted  them  in  the  Scripture. 
-  10..  Atranasius  i»his  Traift  of  the  Incar- 
nation, faifJs,  It  is  fit  for  us  to  adhere  to  the  word 
of  God ,  ^  and  not  relinquijh  it ,  thinking  by  Jyl- 
logifins  toev^  9  what  is  there  clearly  delivered. 
Again  in  his  Traft  to  Scrap,  of  the  holy 
Ghoft ;  Ask  not ,  fates  he ,  concerning  the  Trt- 
nity ,  but  learn  oniyfr^mi^  the  Scriptures:  For  the 
inftru^ions  which  you  will  find  there  ^  arefuffi- 
cient.    And  in  his  Pration  againfl:  thp  Gen- 

Y  X  tiles. 
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tiles ,  declares ,  That  the  Scriptures  are  Jfiffi- 
cient  to  the  manifefiation  of  the  truth. 

II.  Agreeable  to  thefe  is  Oftatas  in  his 
y.  Book  agaiftft  barmen,  who  reafons  thus, 
Tou  fay  'tis  lawful  to  rebaptize ,  we  fay  ^tis  not 
lawful:  betwixt  your  faftng  and  our  gain-fay^ 
ing  the  peoples  minds-  are  amused.  Let  ho  tnan 
believe  either  you  or  us.  J^ll  men  are  apt  to  be 
contentious.  Therefore  Judges  are  to  be  calf  d 
in.  Chriftians  they  cannot  be;  for  they  wiU  be 
parties;  and therefypdrtial.  Therefore  a  Judg 
is  to  be  lookt  out  from  abroad.  If  a  Tagan ,  he 
knows  not  the  myjferies  bf  our  Religion,  If  a 
Jew ,  he  is  an  enemy  tb  our  bapftfm.  There  u 
therefore  no  earthly  Judgi  but  one  is  to  be  fought 
from  heaven.  Tet  there  is 'no  need  of  a  re  fort  to 
heaven^  when  we  have  iit  the  GoJ^eln  Tefta- 
ment:  and  in  this  cdfe^  celeftial  things  may  be 
compared  to  earthy,  Sbit  is  as  with  a  Father 
who  has  many  children;  while  he  is ptefent  he 
orders  them  all,,  and  there  is  no  need  of  a  written 
Will:  Accordingly  Chrijiwhen  he  was  frefent 
upon  earth ,.  from  time  h'time  commanded  the 
Apojiles  *Whatfoever:w^tsneceJfary,  But  as  the 
earthly  father  finding  htmfef  to  be  at  the  point 
of  death  y  and  fearing  that  after  his  departure 
his  children Jhould  quarf}l  among  themfePves ,  he 
calls  witnejfes ,  andpilts  'his  mind  in  writing;  and 
if  any  difference  arife  among  the  bretfjren ,  they 
go  noi^  to  their  Fathers  Se^ufcher  /  but  repair  to 
i)is  ^ill  and  T eft  amen fj  \dnd  he  wharefts  in  his 

.     i  grave  ^ 
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grave  .fpeaksfiillin  his  writing ,  4^  if  he  were  a- 
live.  Our  Lord  who  kft  his  fVttl  amonguSyisnais) 
in  heaven ,  therefore  let  us  feek  his  commands  in . 
theGoJpel,  asinhisWilL  ;  -;  '  ^ 

ix.  Thus  Cyril oi leruf.  Ckt 4t.  Not hitig, 
no  not  the  leafi  concernment  of  the  divine  and 
hoP^  Sacraments  of  oiir  Faith  y  is  to  be  delivered 
without  the  holy  Sci''^^^  *-5r.-.  ^   . 

lefi  I^ive  you  a  i 
from  the  Scripure: 

13 , '  S.  A  INT  Ba^l  \XL  his  Bdqfc^  of  the  trite 
Faith  :faies ,  IfQbdbefiithfktiniij^^ 
his  words ,  and  works ,  they  rem(Amngfor  ever  ^ 
and  being  don  in  truth  and  equity  s  it  muft  be 
an  evident  fign  of  infidelity  and frtiey'  if  anyone 
JhallrejeB  what  Is  written ,  and  introduce  what 
is  not  written.  Jb  which  Books  he  generally 
declares  that  he  will  write  rtbthiiig  but  .what 
he  receives  from  the  holy  Scripttjfe :  andtha^: 
he  abhors  from  takifig  itelfewfiete.  In  his  251; 
Homily  againft  the.  Antitrinit;\jBf /^w^ ,  faieg 
he,  thofe  which-  are  written y^Jeek  not  thofk 
which  are  not  written.  And  in  Jits  Eth.  teg:  iu6. 

to  the  efiabltjhment  of  the  Faith  6f the  good ,  drt^ 
reprodfofthe  wicked.  ^^  ^y^-f)  '  »  •  ^ 

14.  Saint  jf^^f'i?/^  in  diei^rftBookofhi^ 
Oific.  faies :  How  cdnwe  makeHifeofany^lnfi^ 
which  is  nQt  to  be^ found  inrScripure?  And  tfi 
his  Irtftit.  of  Yit^tis.  Ireadbefythiefirftryb^^ 

read 
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read  not  he  Uthefecond;  letthemwhofayheU 
/econdyjhewitji^ 
.  i^.  G  R  E  gV  .Nyj/^»  ia  ^^  of  the  foul 

andrcfurrcft^faies.  'T'k  undeniable  y  that  truth 
U  there  miy  to  he.  flac^d  ^  where  there  is  the  feal 
§f  ScripnreiTeftimony.       . 

16.  Saik(t  jjerom  ag^inft  HehidiM  de^ 
elates.  Aswedenymttbatwhu^ 
ive  refufi  tpo/e  which  ari  mt  written^  Andiii 
his  Comment  on  the  98.  Pf.  Everj^  thin^  that 
W?  offer t ,  we  nmfl  Jhewfrm  the  holy  Scrt£ture. 
The  word.^hm  f'^^t  ^eaJU  has^notth^tau^o- 
ri0  as  GocUpr^Qe^t.  And  oathe  87.  Pf.  Pf^at- 
e^er  is  faid  after  the  [/^^ks\  let  it  be  cut  ojf, 
nor  have  ah&wards  autority.  The  one  be  holy 
aftfir  the  Jjpoftles^^  the  one. be. eloquent  >  yet  has 
henqtautority.,  J  .    ,  -i 

.  17.  Saint  jiufiin  in  his.Traft  of  tl^e  uni- 
ty ;0f  the  Chuxch,  c.  \tjla(:i.nowledges  that 
he  could  not  be  convinced,  but  by  the  Scriptures 
(^iwhat  hp  wfls  to  believe  i  j^td  adds  they  are 
f^ead^with  fu(h  manifeftdtm\:  that  he  tji^bo be-- 
lieves  them^  W^fi  confefsjlbe ^oBrin  to  be  mofi 
truje.    IpL.  jthi?.  J!ec<nul  Boodk!  of  Chrijfltian  do- 

^cripturear^  all  tht^etm^ 

Faith  and  ^Manners.  And  in  Epiil,vigt^ .J/Zi 
tJ^fftg^  wbtckih/^ye  bin  exhbif^ed  heretofore. as 
'4p^}tp  ma^i^a^^a^^^  /eea^dJeli- 

f.enjo' ourJf^erM^ y  the'^i^i^Hre  has., ?^^/^ 

\    .  the 
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I  the  fearch  w  defence  df  mr  Reli^M.  In  his 
Trad  o£  the  gbod  <rf  Widowhood  y  ile&iestd 
i  JtcU^  ^  the  perfon  to  whom  he  addtdTcs : 
I  WhmjhuUliea€ky(^9mrethmthatn^ 
th^  Jpt^:  fw  the  hdy  Scripture  ^0^^ 
rukafmr.doBrm}  that  we  thinkmt anything. 
Tnote.  thin  w^  mghtta  tinnki  6ut  M  think  fo- 
berfy  J  ds,  G^dhm  dealt  t^  every  mauthemefiire 
if.  Faitk: :  Tberefsre  my  teaching  is  mfy  to  ex* 
ywndthe^wcrdsafthu^oB&r ,  Ep.l J7.  Where 
aw^  fids^JeSi  is  abfanre^  and  faffesmrcompre- 
het^m  r  and  the  Scripture  ms  mt  flainly  of* 
ford  its  heif^,^  therebunum  venjeBan  isj^ejkm^ 
tuoM.  in  defining, 

f^.  THEOPHiLirs  oiAkx.  inhfe  fecond^ 
Pafchal  homily ,  ttlis  us ,  that  'tis  the  fuggefiim 
af  a  diah^^al  J^irit  tA  think  that  any  thing 
^hefides  the  Seripmre  has  divine  autarity.  And 
in  his  third  life  adds ,  that  the  ^D^ors  of  the 
Cimrch  having  tht  Tefiisn^  of  the  Scripure^ 
lay  firm  fimndation^.  their  doBrin. 

19 ..  C  HR  Y  &  o  s T  o  M  in  his  third  Homily 
on  the  firft  of  tlie  TbepiL  afTcrts ,  dtat  from  the 
akne  rea^g  or  hearing  of  the  Serif  ture  one 
may  kdrn ad  things  neceffary.  So  Horn.  34.  on 
Aft.  1 5*.  he^dar^s;  A  heathen  comes  and 
faies :  I  wotdd  wiUingly  be  a  Chriftian ,  but  I 
^  know  not  wbnf  tojtm  wy  felf  to  /  for  there  are 
\  many  contentions  among ybu  ,  numjf  fictions  and 
tumults  y  jo  that  I  am'm  douht  what  opinion  I 
Jhouldcbufe,     Each  man  faies  ,  "ggh^yjiv^  is 

true. 
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trut^y  andlknomnotwhom  to  believe  i  each 
pretends  to  Striftmre  which  I  am  ignorant  of. 
Tis  very  well  the  iffue  is  put  here :  for  if  the  ap- 
peal were  tor  eafm  ,  in  this  cafe  there  would  be 
juftoccafion  of  being  troubled :  but  when  ive  ap- 
peal  to  Scripture^  and  they  are  fimpleand  cer- 
tain ,  you  may:  >eafily  your  felfjudg.    He  that 
agrees  withthe  Scripture  is  a  Gljriftian  ^  he  that 
refiftsthem.isfaroutoftheway.  And  on  Pf.95'. 
If  any  thing  be  f aid  without  the  Scripture  ^  the 
mind  halts  between  different  opinions  ;  Jbmtimes 
im lining  as  to  what  isprobable^,  anon  rejecting 
as  what  is  frivolous:  but  when  the  teftimof^ff 
holy  Scripture  isproduc  'd,the  mind  both  offpeaker 
dnd  hearer  is  confirm d.  And  Horn.  4.  oviLa- 
SUIT.  Tho  one  Jhould  rife  from  the  dead ,  or  an 
Angel  come  down  from  heaven^  we  muft  believe 
the  Scripture  ;  they  being  franid^  by  the  Lord  of 
Angels ,  and  the  quick  and  dead.  And  Horn.  13 . 
1  Cor.  7,  It  is  not  an  abjurd  thing  that  when 
we  deal  with  men  about  nm^ ,  wewil  truft  no 
body^  but  cafiup  the  Jum,  and  make  ufepfour 
counters ;  but  in  religious  affairs ;  Juffer  our 
felv^s  to  be  led  afide  by  other  mens  opinions ,  even 
then  whenw'e  have  by  an  exa£i  fiale  and  touch- 
ftone ,  the  dtBat  of  the  divine  Law.  Therefore 
I  pray  and.  exhort  you,  that  giving  no  heed  to 
what  this,  or  that  man  faies ,  you  would  conjult 
the  holy  Scripture ,  and  thence  learn  the  divine 
riches  yOndpurJue^  what  you  have  learnt.  And 
Mom.  5*8;oii^^  Jo.,io.  i.  Ti/  the  mark  of  a  thief 
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that  he  comes  not  in  by  the  dare ,  but  another 
way  :  now  by  the  dore  the  teftimonyoftheScru 
fture  is  fi^nified.  And  Horn,  on  Gal.  i.  8. 7*^1? 
Apofik  fases  not^  ifafiy  fnan  teach  a  contrarp^ 
ddifrin  let  him  be  accursed  4  or  ifheJubverttM 
whole  Go/pel;  but  if  he  teach  Hf^y^t^ing  befida 
tfyeGoJpel  which  you  have  received  ^  orvuryany 
little  thing,  let  him  be  occurs  d. 

%o.  Cyril  oi  jilex.z!gzxn&,JuLl.yS2itsl 
The  holy  Scripture  is  Jufficient  to  make  them  who 
are  inftrii5tedin  it ,  wife  unto  falvation ,  and  en- 
duedwith mojt ample  kmupkdg.    ,  ^    , 

XI.  The&dojcet  Dial.i^.  I amfefjwdded 
only  by  the  holy  Scripture,  And  Dial.  x.  lam 
not  fo  bold  to  affirm  dmf  thing ,  not  Jpoken  of  ift 
the  Scripture.  And  again,  qu.  4^.  upon  Qenef. 
We  ought  not  toenqusre  after  what  iipaft  over 
in  fie  nee  y  but  acquiefce  in  what  is  written. 

xz.^  It  were  cafy  to  enlarge  this  difcourte 
into  a  Volume ;  but  liavihg  taken ,  as  they  of-, 
fcr'd  themfelves^the  fufFrages  of  the  writers  of 
the  four  fir  ft  Centufies ,  1  mall  not  |>roceed  to 
thofe  that  follow.  If  the  holy  Scripture  were 
aperfed  rule  of  Faith  knd  Manners  to  a"!! 
Chriftians  heretofore,  we  may  reafonably af- 
iure  our  (elves  itis  fo  ftill ;  and  will  now  guide 
us  into  all  nccelfary  truth,  and  confequently, 
make  us  wife  unto  lalyatloii,  without  the  aid  of 
oral  Tradition ,  or  the  ,riew  mintage  of  a  li- . 
Ving  infallible  Judg  of  controvcrfy.  And  the 
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impaicial .  Reader  will  be  enabled  to  judg 
whethet  our  appeal  to  the  holy  Scripture ,  in 
all  occafiocis  ot  cofitroverfy ,  and  recommen- 
datioii  of  ic  to  tbe  ftudy  of  everv  Chr iftian ,  be 
that  hereiy  and  innovation  wrach  it  is  faid 
CO  be. 

xj.  It  is,  wekAow,  feverely  imputed  to 
the  Scribes  and  Pharifees  by  our  Savior ,  that 
they  ix>ok  from  the  people  the  key  tfkn&wleJg, 
Luk.  f  1. 5'x.  and  had  made  the  word  of  God  of 
f$Me  effeit  fy  their  Traditions ,  Matt,  r  ^ .  tf,  but 
they  never  attemted  what  has  bin  fincepra- 
^iced  by  their  Su^eflors  in  the  Weftern 
Church,  tcttdkit  away  the  Ark  crftheTcfta- 
ment  it  fctf ,  and  cut  of  not  only  the  effica- 
cy ,  but  very  pofleffioft  of  the  word  of  God 
by  their  Traditions.  Surely  this  had  bin  ex- 
ceeding criminal  from  any  hand :  but  that 
die  Biraops  and  Governors  of  the  Church , 
and  the  univerfal  and  infallible  Paftor  of  it , 
who  claim  the  office  to  interpret  tbe  Scri- 

f>tures,  exhort  unto,  and  affift  in  the  know- 
edg  of  them,  ihoia^  be  the  men  who  thus 
rob  the  peof^e  of  i^em ;  carries  with  it  the 
higheft  aggravations  both  of  cmelty  and 
breach  erf  truft.  If  aHy  num  JhdU  take  away 
from  the  'w&rds  of  the  Book  of  this  proj^hecy, 
faies  Saint  John ,  Rcret  ^^.  1 9.  God  f  hall  take 
away  bis  fart  out  tf  the  Botk  rff  Life ,  and 
Mt  of  the  hol^  City  ,    and  from  the  things 

which 
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which  are  written  in  this  Book.  What  ven- 
geance therefore  awaits  thofe  ,  who  have  ta- 
ken away  hot  only  from  one  Book,  but  at 
once  the  Books  themfelves ,  even  all  the  Scri- 
ptures v  the  whole  word<>f  God  ? 
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Hiftorical  refleBions  nfon  thf^'umtSiWkifk 
have  haffend  in  ^he  Church  fince  the 
wfth-dr awing  of  the  holy  Scripture. 

» 

•  ^T^  W  J  L  I.  in  this  place  be  no  ufelpfs  con- 
X  templation  to  obferve,  after  tfie  Scri- 
jptures  had  bin  raviiht  from  the  people  in  the 
Church  of  Ramif  ,  what    pitiful  pretenders 
were  admitted  to  fUcceed.  And  firft  becauie 
Lay-men  were  prefum'd  to  be  illiterate ,  and 
cauly  reducible  by  thole  writings  which  were 
in  themfelvcs  dimculf  ,  andwpuldbp  Aarrefted 
by  the  unlearned  to  their  own  defiruifion ;  pi- 
{^res  were  recommended  in  their  deed,  and 
pomplemented  as  the  Books  of  the  Laity, 
which  fpon  emprov'd  into  a  neceflity  of  tlieir 
wprfliip  I  and  that  grofs  fuperftkion  which 
renders  Chriftianity  abominated  by  Turks, 
and  Jews,  and  Heathens  unto  tliis  day. 

i.  I  would  not  be  hafty  in  charging  Idola- 
try upon  the  Church  of  Rome  ,  or  all  in  her 
eommunion  ;  but  that  Aeir  Image-worlhip  is 
^*moft  fatal  fnare  ,  in  which  vaft  numbers  of 
unhappy  fouls  are  taken ,  no  man  can  doubt 
who  hath  with  any  regard  travail'd  in  Fe^^iih 
pouritries.  I  myfelf  ,andthoufands  erf  others, 

whom 
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whom  the  late  troubles ,  or  other  occafions 
fent  abroad ,  are  and  have  bin  witnefles  there- 
of. Charity ,  ^tis  true  /believes  all  thirigs,  but  it 
do's  -not  oblige  men  to  disbelieve  their  eics. 
Twas  the  put-cry  of  Micah  againft  tlie  Da- 
'  nites ;  Jud.  1 8 .  x4..  ye  have  taken  away  nr^  Gods 
which  I  have  made,  and  the  Triejf ,  andaregon 
away  ^  and  what  have  1  morel  but  the  Laity  of 
the  Rbnian  communion  may  enlarge  the 
complaint ,  and  fay ;  you  have  taken  away 
the  oracles  of  our. God,  and  fet  up  every 
where  among  us  graven  and  molten  Imaged, 
an4  Teraphims,  and  what  have  we  more? 
and 'twas  lately  the  loud,'  and  I  doubt  me  is 
ftiir,the  unaniwerable  complaint  of  the  ppoi? 
Amerlcaiis,  that  they  Vvere  denied  to  worlhip 
theii:  Pagjod  once  in  the  year,  when  they  wh6. 
forbad  them,  worlhipM  theirs  every  day.  '  \  ^ 
3.  The  Jews  before  the  captivity,  not^^ 
withfiariding  the  recent  memory  of  thcr 
Miracles  in  Egypt  and  the  Wildcfiiefs ,  aW 
the:  firfl:  conqueftr  'of  the  Land  of  Canad^ 
\yith  Iho&'that  fuccccdcd  under  tlie  Judged  ^ 
and  kings  of //r^f'/ ahdj^^  as  alfo  the  ex-^ 
prefs  command  of  God  ^  arid  the  mcnacies  d^^ 
Prophets  v^  ever  and  anon  fell  to  downright , 
Idol^ry:  but  after  their  return  Unto  this  day, 
have  kept  themfelves  from  falling  into  tliSt* 
fin ,  thdtiiey  had  no  Prophets  to  inuruft  them, 
no  m^cks  or  governnient  to  cncciutage  of* 
toriftr^n'difim.  The  rcafon  of  whifch  ^iety^ 
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learned  man  in  his  difcouxic  of  religious  Af- 
femblies  takes  to  be ,  the  reading  and  teach- 
ing of  the  Law  in  their  $yii^ogues  ;  which 
was  performed  with  ereat  exadnefs  after  th^ 
return  from  the  capavity  9  but  was  not  fo  per- 
formed before.  And  may  we  not  invert  the  \ 
obfervation ,  and  impute  the  Image-worfhip 
now  fet  up  in  the  Chriftian  Church ,  to  the  for- 
bidding the  reading  of  the  Scriptures  in  die 
Churches ,  and  interdi^ng  the  privat  ufe ,  and 
infUtution  in  them  ? 

4*  Foil  a  farther  fupplemcnt  ia  place  of 
the  Scriptures,  whofe  Hiilory  was  thought  not 
edifying  enough ,  the  Legends  of  the  Saints 
were  introduc'd ;  ftories  lO  ihipid ,  that  one 
would  imagin  them  deftgn'd  as  an  experi- 
ment bow  far  credulity  could  be  impos- a  up- 
on; or  elfe  framed  to  a  worfe  intent,  that 
Chriftianity  by  them  might  be  made  rrdicu- 
I9P6.  Ye^:  thefe  are  recommended  to  ufe  and 
veneration,  while  in  tlie  mean  time  the  word 
of  God  is  utterly  forbidden »  whereby  the  par- 
ties to  this  unh^py  pradice  (  that  I  may 
i^eaK  in  the  wprds  of  the  Prc^het  Jerem.  x.i  3 . ) 
have  ciffMvitf^ii  two  evils ,  thi^y  havefirjaken  the 
f^Htain  e£4iving  waters »  aud  hewed  th^m  out 
c^erns.^ .  brok^fi  €ifiern^  that  caa  bold  mo  wa- 
ter.       .'     .  •       < 

of.  'FA|t.TH£i^  ye<,  ihe  fame  uniKafofiable 
^ratiny  ^hi(h  peE^dcctd  not  the  l«{Qr  to  un- 
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the  Scripnirtf ;  hindered  them  from  being  fuf- 
[  fer'd  to  under ftand  the  Church  or  themiclves 
fpeAing  to  him  in  their  praiers ;  whilft  the 
^  whole  Koman  office  is  fo  difpos'd  »  that  in 
I  defiance  of  the  Apoftles  difcourfe,  i  C^r.  14, 
*  he  float  dccupes  the  room  of  the  unlearned  mujt 
fay  amen^  to  thofe  Praiers  and fraijes  which  he 
has  no  com^ehenfan  of:  and  by  his  endlefs 
repetitions  of  Paters ,  Ave^s  and  Credo's ,  falls 
intt^  that  battology  reprov'd  by  our  Savior, 
Mat.  6.  7.  and  as  'twas  faid  to  the  woman  of 
Samaria ,  Jo.  4. 2 1  *  knows  not  what  loe  worjhifs. 
Yet  this  unaccountable  pradice  is  fo  muf:h 
the  darling  of  that  Church  ,  that  when  in 
Prance  about  eighteen  years  fince ,  the  Roman 
Miffal  was  tranuated  into  the  vulgar  Tongue, 
/  and  puWifh'd  by  the  direftion  ot  feverd  of 
their  Kfliops ;  tne  Clergy  of  France  rofe  up  in 
great  Tury  againft  the  attemt ,  anathemati- 
2:ing  m  their  circular  Epiftles,  all  that  fold^ 
read ,  or  ufd  the  faid  Book :  and  upon  com- 
plaint vtnto  Pope  Alex.  the?,  he  relented  the 
matter  fo  deeply,  as  to  iflfue  out  his  Bull  a- 
gainft  ft  in  the  following  words. 

6.  Whereas  ^s  offerdition,  endevoring  the 
dijf ruff  ion  of  fouls,  have  tranJlMed  the  Roman 
Mijfalinto  the  FrenchTongue ,  andfb  attemted 
td  throw  down  and  trair^  ufonthe  majejty  of 
the  hofy  Rites  com^ehended  in  Latin  words: 
jis  we  ahimnnate  and  deteft  themveUf ,  which 
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difobediente ,   temerity  i  boldnefs ,  fedithn  and  * 
fchlfin  fjbwe  condemn ,  reprobate  and  forbid^  the  ; 
y2ii^  ^»/  allothet  JuchTranJlatiof^s ,  iz»i/  /»/^^. ' 
^iV?  the  reading,  and  keeping:,  to  all  andjingular 
the  faithful,  of  whatever  f ex, degree,  order ,  cm^ 
dition ,  dignity ,  honor ,  or  preeminence ,  &c.  «»- 
der  pain  of  excommunication.  Andwecpmmand 
the  copies  to  be  immediate  burnt,  &c-  So  mor- 
tal a  fm  it  feems  ^twas  tought  for  the  Laity 
to  undcriland  the  praicrs  in  which  they  miift 
communicate. 

7.  Nor  is  tliis  all ;  agreeable  to  the  other 
attemts  upon  tlie  holy  Scripture ,  was  the  bold 
infolence  of  making  a  new  authentic  Text,  in. 
that  unknown  Tongue  in  which  the  offices  of 
praierhad  bin ,  atnowere  to  be  kept  difguis'd; 
which  was  don  by  the  decree  of  the  Council 
of  Trent  in  the  fourtli  Seflion.  But  when  the 
Couhcil  had  given  tliis  Prerogative  to  tlie 
y erfion  which  it  called  vulgar,  thefucceeding 
Popes  began  to  confider  what  that  Verfion 
was ;  and  this  work  Tius  the  fourth  and  fifth 
fet  lipon ,  but  prevented  by  death  fail'd  to 
complete  it ,  fo  that  the  honor  of  the  perfor- 
mance fell  to  Sixtus  the  fifth,  who  in  the  ple- 
nitude ofhisApoftplic  poorer  (the  Tralnflation 
being  reformM  to  his  min^)  commanded  it  to 
be  V  that  genuine  ancient  Edition ,-  which  the 
Trent  Fathers  had  before  made  avithentic ,  and 
uijder  the  pain  of  excommunication  required 
it  to  be  fo  re(%iYe4:;  which  he  do's  in  this 
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form.  Of  our  certain  knqwledg^  and  the  fkni- 
tude  of  Apojtolic  fower  ^  we  order  and  declare 
that  vulgar  Edition  which  has  bin  received  for 
authentic  lythe^CouncilofTxtmM'ii;ithoutd(k^ 
or  contr overly  vh  be  efieemd  this  very  one ,  which 
being  amended  as  well  as  it  isfoffible^  andfrinted 
at  theVaticanTrefs  i  we ^ublijh  to  be  read  in 
the  whole  Chrijlian  RefubUc,  and  in  aU  Churches 
cftheVhriJfian  world,  decreeing  thai  it  having 
bin  approv^ d  by  the  conf&nt,  of  the  ho^y  ut^verfal 
Churchyand  the  bo(y  F^^ther s, and  then  bithei)e' 
€ree  ofthegeneralCouncilofTTttit^  ^d now  by 
the  Ajpoftolic  authority  delivered  to  nsby  the 
Lord  i  is  the  true  ^  legitimate  ^  authentic^  and 
undoubted^  which  is  to  be  received  and  held  in  all 
public  andfrivat  "Di/puPations ,  Le£tures,  Pre- 
achings ,  and  Expojitions,  &c.  But  notwfthftan^ 
ding  this  certain  knowkdg ,  and  plenitude  of 
Apoftolic  power  ,  foon  after  came  Clement 
the  eighth,  and  again  refumes  the  work  of  his 
Predeceflbr  ^yi^^/^ ,- -difcovers  great  and  many- 
errors  \n  it/  dnd  puts  out  onq  more  reformed, 
yetcpnfeftbyhimfelf  to  be  imperfeft;' which 
now  (lands  tor  the  autlientic  Text ,  and  car- 
ries the  title  of  the  Bible  put  forth  by  Sixtus^ 
notwithftanding  all  \ti  ^alterations.  So  well 
do's  the  Roman  Church  deferve  the  honor 
which  Ihe  pretends  to ,  of  being  the  mifirefsof ' 
allChurches  i  a:nd  fo  infallible  is  the  holy  Chai* 
in  its  determinations:  and  laftly,  fo  autherfj' 
tit  a  Tranfciript  of  the  >!^Grd  of  God  (con- 
'  A  4  cerning 
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QCtmng  which  'tis  faid.  Mat.  j.  i8,  (me  jot  at 
one  title  JbaU  not  fail  J  '\s  that  which  flie  cfta- 
bliflit ,  and  tliat  has  receiv  'd  fo  many »  and  yet 
ac^qrding  to  the  confefTion  of  the  infallible 
Corre^oi: ,  wgnts  ftill  more  alterations. 

8.  Dependent  upon  this,  and  as  great 
a  mifchief  as  any  of  the.  former ,  confequ^/ir 
to  the  with-drawing  of  the  Scripture,  I  take 
to  be  tl^Qftep  it  mad^  to  the  overthrow  of  the 
ancient  anct  mod:  ufeful  difciplin  of  the 
Church  in  point  of  Penance ,  whofc  rigors 
glwai^  heretofore  ppeceded  the  poffibility  of 
having  ^b/blution.  Now  of  this  we  know  a 
folemn  part  was  the  date  of  Audience ,  when 
the  lapft  perfon  was  receivd  after  long  atten- 
dance without  dores ,  proflrations ,  andiamen- 
jtatioos  there ,  within  the  entrance  of  the 
phurch  5  and  was  permitted  witli  the  Cater 
f  humens  or  Candidats  of  Baptifni,  to  hear 
jJiC  readings  of  the  Scrijpture,  and  flay  till 
Pwier  be^an,  but  then  depart.  He  was  ob- 
liged to  iiear  the  terrors  of  the  Lord ,  the 
thte;ais  o(  the  divine  Law  againft  fin  and  fin- 
ners  ^  t4>  fland  among,  the  unbaptiz'd  and  hea- 
tlici);  .^^djtifudd*  and  learn  again  the  ele- 
ments of  that  holy  Faith  from  which  he  had 
prevaricated;  ana  fo  in  time  be  rendered 
^apajbjle  Off  the  devotions  of  the  faithful ,  and 
ajSteryafd  ^he  recf^ptfion  ^i  the  E\icharift 
But  wh^n  the  Scriptures  were  tlwM^t  ufelefs 
•or  dapg^rc^s  to  be  ^iH^orftpod  a|t|4  lieard ,   i% 

ju  A  was 
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\  \vas  coiifequent  that  the  Hate  of  Audience 
'  fhould  be  cut  ofFfroiri  Penahct,  and  that  the 
I  next  to  it ,  upon  the  ftlf-fSime  principle  ihotild 
'be  difmift:    and  fo  the  long  probation  for-* 
merly  required  fhould  be  fupplanted ;  and  the 
compendious  way  of  pardoning  firft ,  and  re*- 
\  penting  afterwards ,  tiie  endlcfs  circle  of  fill- 
Hing  and  being  abfolv'd,    and  then  finning 
and  being  abfoTv'd  again  ^  fhould  prevail  upon 
the  Church.  Which  ftill  obtains ,  notwithltan- 
ding  th(i  complaints  /  and  irrefragable  demon- 
Urations  of  learned  men  even  of  the  Romifh 
Communion ,  who  plainly  fhew  this  now  re- 
ceived method ,  to  be  an  innovation  grotind- 
lefs  and  unreftfonable ,  and  moft  pernicious 
in  its  cortfequents. 

9.  And,  by  the  way,  We  may  take  notice 
that  there  •  cannot  be  a  plainer  eviden<ie  of 
the  judgment  of  the  Church ,  doncerriing  the 
nec^fliity  of  the  Scriptures  being  known,  not 
only  by  the  learned  but  mean  Chriftian,  and 
the  interefl  they  have  therein ;  then  is  the 
Ancient  courfe  of  Penance,  eftablifhf  by  the 
praftice  of  all  the  fif ft  Ages ,  and  almoft 
as  many  Councils,  whether  general  or  locaU 
:as  have  decreed  any  thing  dottcerriing  difci- 
"plini  with  the  penitentiary  Books  and  Ca- 
iDdns,  which  were  written  tor  the  firft  devcri 
ihundred  years  in  the  whole  Chriftian  world. 
iFor  if  even  the  unbapti^'a  Catechumen ,  and 
the  lapft  finner,  nocvyriclrftaftcJifig  theiif  flen- 
^   '  Aa  a  der 
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dcr  knovvledg  in  the  myfterics  of  Faith  ,  or 
£tail  pretence  to  the  privilege  thereof :  had 
a  right  to  the  ft  ate  of  Audierice,  and  was  ob- 
lige! to  hear  the  Scripture  read;  iurely  the 
mcancft  unobnoxious  Laic ,  was  in  as  advan- 
tagious  Gircumftances ,  and  might  not  only 
be  trufted  with  the  reading  of  thofe  facrca 
Books ,  but  might  claim  them  as  his  birth- 
right. 

10,  I  may  juftly,  over  and  above  what  has 
bin  hitherto  alleged,  impute  to  the  Gover- 
nors of  the  fame  Church ,  and  their  with- 
holding from  the  Laity  the  holy  Scripture; 
the  many  dangerous  errors ,  grofs  ignorances, 
and  fcandalous  iijinioralities  which  have  pre- 
vail'd  among  tliem  both.  It  is  no  new  me- 
thod of.  divine  vengeance ,  that  there  Ihould 
i^e  like  people ,  like  Trieft ,  Hof.  4. 9 .  and  that  the 
Idol  Jhepherd  who  led  his  flock  into  the  ditch , 
jhotild  fall  therein  him felf^  Mat.  15'.  14.  And  as 
the  Prophet  Zachary  defcribes  it,  c.  11.  17. 
The  /word  f  hall  be  upon  his  arm^  and  upon  his 
right  eie :  his  arm  J  ha  II  be  clean  dried  up ,  and  his 
right  eie  Jhall  be  utterly  darkned. 

11.  But  ho  confequence  can  be  more  ob- 
vloufly  deducible  from  that  praftiqc,  then  ^ 
that  men  ihould  juftify  the  with-holding  of 
the  Scripture,  by  leflening its  credit ,  ahode- 
preciating  its  worth:  which  has  occafioa'd 
thoie  reproches  which  by  the  writers  of  the 
Church  oijiom:,oi\>^^  note,  have  bincaft 

Upon 
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i     uppn  it   As  that  it  was  a  Nofe  of  wax ,  a  leaden 
t     rule ,  ^  deaf  and  ufekfs  deputy  to  God  in  the  of 
B    fc^  ^f^  J^^gy  <>f^fi  autority  tlyenthe  Roman 
\     Church ,  and  of  no  more  credit  then  Efops  Fables ^ 
J      but  for  the  tefiimony  of  the  f aid  Church  i  that 
J      they  contain  things  apt  to  raife  laughter  or  in- 
;      dignation ,   that  the  Latin  Tranjlation  in*  the 
J      ComplutenJianBible  is f faced  between  theHebrew 
Text ,  an4  the  Sef^ua^int  Verjion ,  as  our  Savior 
J      was  at  his  Crucifixion  between  two  thieves; 
I       and  that  the  vulgar  Edition  is  of  fuch  autority 
^       that  the  Originals  ought  to  be  mended  by  it  ^  r ae- 
ther then  it  Jhould  be  mended  from  them :  which 
are  the  complements  of  Cardinal  Bellarmin , 
Hofius ,  Eckius ,  perron ,  Ximenes ,  Coqueus ,  and 
others  of  that  Communion:    words   to  be 
anfwer'd  by  a  Thunderbolt ,  and  fitter  for  the 
mouth  of  a  Celfus  or  a  ^orphyrie ,  then  of  the 
pious  fons »  and  zealous  Champions  of  the 
Church  of  Chrift. 

IX.  'Tis  to  be  expefted  that  the  Romanills 
fhould  now  wipe  tlieir  mouths ,  and  plead  not 
guilty ;  telling  us  that  they  permit  the  Scri- 
pture to  the  Laity  in  their  mother  Tongue: 
And  to  that  purpofe  v the  Fathers  of  i?A^«r« 
and  T>oway  have  publiiht  an  Engliih  Bible  for 
thoic>  0/  th(£;ir  connnunipn.  I  ihall  therefore 
give  a :  ^prt  and  plain  account  of  the  whole 
afifair ,  as  really  it  ibinds  t  and  then  on  Qods 
name  let  the  Komaniil  make  the  beil  of 
their  Apology. 

13 .  The 
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rj.  The   fourth    rule    of   the  Index    of 
prohibited  Books  composed  upon  the  com-"' 
rtand  and  aufpice  of  me  Council  of  Trent , 
and  pttbli/h*d  by  the  autority  of  ^ius  the 
fourtn,  Sixtus  the  fifth,  and  Clement  tkt  eighth^ 
runs  thus ;  Since  ^tiimanifefihy  experience ,  that 
if  the  hoh  Bible  h  fkjfer^d  p^tmijfcum^  in  the 
vu^arT^ffie^Jiich  is  the  temerity  of  men,  that 
greater  detriment  then  advantage  will  tfjence  a^ 
rife  ;  in  this  matter  let  the  judgment  of  the  Bi-^ 
Jhof  or  Inquifitor  be  food  to:  that  with  the  ad- 
vice of  the  Curat  or  Confejfor  ^  they  m^  give  leave 
for  the  reading  of  the  Bible  in  the  vulgar  Tongue , 
tranJlatedbyCatholks ,  to  juch  as  tloey  know  will 
not  receive  damage  >  but  increafe  of  Faith  and 
Tiety  thereby.  Which  faculty  they  Jhall  have  in 
writingfandwhojoiever  with^t Juch  faculty Jhall 
frejkme  to  have  or  to  read  the  Bible, ,  he j nail  not 
tm  he  have  delivered  it  uf  *  receive  abfolution  of 
hisfns.  Now  (  to  pafs  ovet  the  iniquity  of  ob- 
liging men  to  ask  leave  to  do  that  which  God 
Almighty  commands  )  when  *tis  confider'd 
how  few  of  the  Laity  can  make  means  to  the 
Bifhop  or  Inquifi tor ,  or  convince  them ,  or  the 
Curat  or  Cotifeflbr ,   that  they  are  fuch  who 
will  not  receive  damage;   but  encreafe  ctf 
Faith  and  Piety  by  the  reading  of  the  Scri- 
pture ;  and  alfo  have  iritereft  to  prev^l  with 
tlyem  for  their  favor  herein:    and  after  all 
can*  ^nd  will  be  at  the  charge  of  taking  out 
riie  fqtcvlry,  which  is fo penally rc^nir'd r  'tis 
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eafy  ta  guefs  what  thin  numbers  of  the  Laity- 
are  lii^^iy: ,  or  indeed  capable  of  reapirig  be- 
nefit by  this  Indulgence  pretended  to  ^  al- 
lowed them, 

^4.  BwT ,  befides  all  this ,  what  fliall  we  &y , 
if  the  power  it  felf  of  giving  Licences  be  ii 
mere  ftiew ,  and  ireally  fignifies  )uft  nothing? 
In  .the  obfcrvation  lubjoin'd  to  this  fourth 
rule  it  is  dechr'd ,  dixzttbe  in^iffion  and  Ed^ 
tm  thereof  gvues  m  new  faculty  to  BlP^tfs ;  i^ 
Impfifitors ,  or^eriors^rej^larsto^mntLu 
cences  of  buying  v '  reading ,  w  retmntng  Bi^ks 
fukiijht  in  a  nmlj^ar  Tm^  ;  fince  hitherto  by 
the  command  and  praBtce  of  the  hofy  Roman 
.  and  univerjfaL  In^i^tiom ,  the  power  ofghing 
.  fucb  faculties  ^  to  rj^  or  ret  ainvnlgar  Jaikles\ 
vr  any  parts  of  Scripture  of  theOld or  NewT^ 
Jiamenty  in  aw)f  vulgar  Tongue;  oraljb  fumma- 
ries^  or  hifloricatconipendiums^thefaU  Bibles 
or  Books  of  Scriptttre ,  in  whatfiev^Tongue 
they  arewritteh  y  has  bin  taken  a^ay.  And  fore 
if  a  Lay-man  cannot  read  the  Bible  wiiliout 
a  faculty,  and  it  ist  not  in  any  ones  powe^fo 
grant  it ;  'twill  evidently  follow  that  he  <»an^ 
not  read  it:  And  ib  the  piretence  of  giviftg 
liberty ,  owns  the  ihame  oif  openly  refufiW* ; 
but  has  no  other  t^t&:  or  cdnfequence.  Ai^ 
if  any  RomaniiL  among  v$ ,  or  in  any  f>thef 
Proteftant  Country  enjoies^^y  liberty;  fr^e^ 
iti,  'tis  merely  by  dMUiivanoe ;  and  e^wed  |:o^ 
fear  leafl  the  .Votary  \v^mil4  beleft  \  aiidtake 
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the  Bihk  where  it  was  without  difficulty  to  be 
had ,  if  ftriftncfs  fliould  be  us'd.     And  ihould 
Popery ,    which  God  forbid ,    become  para- 
mount;   the   Tranflations   of  the   Scripture 
into  our  Mother  Tongues , '  would  be  no  more 
cijdur'd  here ,  then  they  are  in  Spain :   and 
they  who  have  formerly  bin  wary  in  commu- 
nicating the   Scriptures;    remembring    how 
diereby    their    errorjs    have    bin    deteded, 
would  upon  a  tevolution  efFeftualiy  provide  i 
ibr  the  future,  and  be  fure  to  keep  their  pco- 
|>le  In  an  Egyptian  darfciwfs,    that  might  it 
felf  be  felt,  but  that  allowed  die  notices  of  no 
other  object, ;  They  would  not  be  content 
with  that  eompofition  of  the  Ammonite ,    to 
thruft  out  all  the  right  eies  of  thofe  that  fub- 
jmitted  to  them ,  i  Sam.  it  •  i. .  but  would  put 
out  both;  as  the  Piiiliftins  did  to  4y/?«r/3» ,  tnat 
they  might  ntake  their  mifcrable  captives  for 
ty^i  grind  in  their  Mill^  Jud.  r  6. 21. 
.     1^.  But  this  heavieft  of  judgments  will 
nev6r  fall  uppathe  reformed  Churches ,  till  by 
their  vicious )  praifticc  and  contemt  of  the  di- 
y ine  Law ,  they  have  deferted  their  profeflion ; 
{jfld  made   thetnfelves  utterly  unworthy  of 
tl^  bteffmgsthfy  enjoy ,  and  the  light  of  that 
Gofpel  which  with  noon-day  brrghtncfs  has  " 
ihm'4  \^n^^A&  j:hem'    Upon ''which  account, 
i^4^pcrfc  it  ^|Ly>iiot  be  impertinent  in  the 
pexr  place  to/ iubjoin  fom  plain  direftions, 
;^nd#  cautioftarjjr  iajdy wes ,  1  concerning  the  ufc 
of  ^leic  facted  Books.  SECT. 
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SEC  T.   yiii. 

Necejfary  cafttiomto  beuid  in  the  reading 

of  the  holy  Scriptures. 

IT  is  a  common obfervation:  that  the  moft 
generous  and  fprightly  Medicins  are  the 
moft  unfafe ;  if  not  apph'd  with  due  care  and 
regimen :  And  the  remark  holds  as  well  in 
fpiritual  as  corporal  remedies.  The  Apoftle 
aflerts  it  upon  his  own  experience,* that  the 
doftrin  of  the  Gofpel,  which  was  to  fom  the 
favor  of  life  unto  life ,  was  to  others  thefavor  of 
deaths  iCor.x.  i^r.  And  the  fame  efieft  that 
the  oral  Word  had  then ,  the  written  Word 
may  have  now ;  not  that  either  the  one  or 
the  other  have  any  thing  in  them  that  is  of  it 
felf  mortiferous ,  but  becomes  fo  by  the  ill  dif- 
pofition  of  the  perfons  who  fo  pervert  it.  Itisv 
therefore  well  worth  our  inquiry ,  wh  at  quali- 
fications on  our  part  arc  neceflary  to  make 
the  Word  be  to  \\s  what  it  is  in  it  felf,  the  power 
of  God  unto  falvation ,  Rom.  i .  1 6 .  Of  thefc 
fom  are  previous  before  our  reading ,  fomi  are. 
concomitant  with  it ,  and  fom  are  fubfequent 
and  follow  after  it. 

X.  O  F  thofe  that  go  before  ^  Sincerity  is  a 
moft  eflential  rcquifit :  by  fmcerity  ,  I  mean 
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an  upright  intention;  by  which  wedireft  our 
reading  to  that  proper  end  for  which  the 
holy  Scriptures  were  defign'd  y  viz.  the  know- 
ing Gods  will  in    order  to  the  prafticing  it. 
This  honcft  fimplicity  of  heart  is  that  which 
Chrift  reprefentsbytne^Wxrw^^,  where  a- 
lone  itwas  that  the  feed  couH  fruftify.  Mat. 
13.8.  And  he  that  brings  not  this  with  him, 
brings  only  the  ihadow  of  a  Difeiple.     The 
word  of  God,  is  indccdjjharper  (hen  a  two-edged 
Jword^  Heb.  4,  ii.  but  what  impreffion  can  a 
fwordmal;^  on  a  body  of  air;  which  ftill  flips 
from ,  and  eludes  its  thrufts  ?  And  as  little  can 
all  the  pra(%ical    difcourfes  of   holy  Writ 
make  on  him ,  who  brings  only  his  fpeculative 
faculties  with  him ,  and  leaves  his  will  and  af- 
feAions  behind  him;  which  are  the  only  pro- 
per fu b}e<S:s  for  it  to  work  on.       * 

3 .  T  o  this  we  may  probably  impute  that 
ftrange  ineHicacioufnefs  we  fee  of  the  Word. 
Alas ,  men  rarely  apply  it  to  the  right  place  : 
cur  mpft  inveterat  difeafes  lie  in  our  morals ; 
and  we  fufFer  the  Medicin  to  reach  no  farther 
then  our  intellefts.  As  if  he  that  had  an  ulcer 
in  his  bowels  ihould  apply  all  his  balfoms  and 
fanatives  only  to  his  head.  Tis  true ,  the  holy 
Scriptures  are  the  trefuries  of  divine  Wifdom ; 
the  Oracles  to  which  we  fhould  refort  for  fa- 
vinjg  knowledg  :  but  they  are  alfo  the  rule 
ana  guide  of  holy  Life :  and  he  that  covets  to 
know  Gods  will  for  any  purpofe  but  to  pra- 
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^ice  it,  is  only  ftudious  to  entitle  himfelf  to  the 
greater  number  of  j?r/p^x,  Luk.  11.47. 

4.  N  A  Y  farther ,  he  that  aifeds  only  the 
bare  knowledg ,  is  oft  difappointed  even  of 
that.  The  Scripture ,  like  the  Pillar  of  fire 
^nd  cloud ,  enlightens  the  Ifraelites ,  thofe  who 
fincercly  refign  themfelvcs  to  its  guidance ; 
but  it  darkens  and  confounds  the  Egyptians, 
JSx.  14.  2o.  And  *tis  frequently  feen  ,  that 
thofe  who  read  only  to  become  knowing ,  arc 
toird  on  by  their  curiofity  into  the  more  ab- 
ftrufe  and  my  fterious  parts  of  Scripture,  where 
they  entangle  themfelves  in  inextricable  ma- 
zes and  confufions  ;  and  inftead  of*ac(|uiring 
a  more  fupertative  knowledg ,  loofe  thofe  eafy 
and  common  notions  whicn  lie  obvious  to 
every  plain  well  meaning  Reader.  I  fear  this 
Age  anprds  too  many  ,  and  too  frequent  in- 
ftances  of  this ;  in  men  who  have  loft  God  in 
themidft  of  his  Word,  and  ftudied  Scripture 
till  they  have  renounced  its  Author. 

y.  And  fure  this  infatuation  is  very  juft, 
and  no  more  then  God  himfelf  has  warn'd  us 
of,  who  takes  the  wife  in  their  own  craftinefs^ 
Job.  5-.  ix/  but  appropriates  \\i%  fecretsoniy  to 
them  that  fear  him,  and  has  iptomis^A  to  teach 
the  meek  his  way ,  Pfal.  ^y .  9. 14-  And  this  was 
the  method  Chrift  obfcfrv*d  in  bis  preaching ; 
unveiling  thofe  truths  to  his  Difciples ,  which 
to  the  Scribes  and  Pharifecs ,  his  inq  ii^tive, 
yet  refradory  hearers,  he  wra^tupinparable;;  > 
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not  that  he  diflik'd  their  defire  of  knowledge 
but  their,  want  of  Sincerity :  which  is  fo  fatal 
a  defeAas  blafts  our  purfuits ,  the  of  things  in 
themielires  never  io  excellent.    This  we  find 
txttaplvA'ditiSitnm  Magus  ^  Afts8.  whotho 
he  coveted  a  thing  in  it  felf  very  defirable ,  the 
power  of  conferring  the  holy  Ghoft ,  yet  de- 
iirin^  it  not  only  upon  undue  conditions ,  but 
for  (mifter  ends ,  he  not  only  mift  of  that ,  but 
was  (  after  all  his  convincement  by  the  Apo- 
illes  miracles ,  aad  the  engagement  of  his  Ba- 
ptifm)  immerft  in  the  gaU  of  bitternefs  ;   and 
at  laft  advanc'd  to  that  height  of  blafphemy , 
as  to  fet  up  himfelf  for  a  God ;  fo  becomitig 
a  izAina  memento  ^  how  u^fafe  it  is  to  prevari- 
cate in  noly  things. 

6.  B  u  T  as  there  is  a  tinccrity  of  the  Will 
in  order  to  praftice ,  fo  there  is  alfo  a  finceri- 
ty  ^f  the  underftanding  in  order  to  belief; 
and  this  is  alfo  no  lefs  requifit  to  the  profitable 
reading  of  Scripture.  I  mean  by  this ,  that  we 
come  with  a  preparation  of  mind ,  to  embrace 
indifferently ,  whatever  God  there  reveles  as 
the  objeft  of  our  Faith :  that  we  bring  our 
own  opinions ,  not  as  the  clue  by  which  to  un- 
fold Scripture ,  but  to  be  tried  and  regulated 
by  it.  The  want  of  this  has  bin  of  very  per- 
nicious confequence  in  matters  both  of^Faith 
and  fpeculation«  Men  are  commonly  pre- 
|)oflcft  llrongly  with  tlieir  own  notions ,  and 
their  errand  to  Scripture  is  not  to  lend  them 
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light  to  judg  of  them^  but  aids  to  back  and 
defend  them. 

7.  O  F  this  there  is  no  Bookx)f  controvcrfy 
that  do's  ndt  give  notorious  proof.  The  So- 
cinian  can  ealily .  over-look  the  beginning  of 
Saiiit  John^  that  nicsXhe  Ward  was  God, Jci.j. 
and  all  thofe  other  places  which  plainly  af- 
fert  the  Deity  of  our  Savior ;  if  he  can  but  di- 
vert to  that  other  more  agreeable  Text ,  that 
the  Father  is  greater  then  I.  Among  the  Ro- 
manifts,  jP^^^rj*  being  faid  to  htjirji  among 
theAPoftles^  Mat.io.x,  and  that  ^/^^A//ifi!!^)fc 
Chr0'^J^^^iid his  Church  J  Mat.  16. 18.  car- 
ries away  all  attention  from  thofe  other 
places  where  Saint  Taul  faies  he  was  not  be^ 
hind  the  very  chief  eft  of  the  Afoftles\  t  Cor.11.  y . 
that  upon  him  \^^  the  care  of  all  the  Churches  ^ 
i  Cor.  II.  28.  and  that  the  Church  was  not 
built  upon  iA\t  foundation  of Jom  one ,  but  all  the 
twelve  Apoftles ^  Revel,  xi.  14.  So  it  fares  in 
the  bufinefs  of  the  Eucharift :  Thisism^body^ 
Mat.  z6.  26.  carries  it  away  clear  for  Ttan- 
fubftantiation ,  when  bur  Saviors  calling  that 
which  he  drunk  the  fruit  of  the  vine ,  Mat.  26. 
29.  and  then  Saint  Tauls  naming  the  Ele-^ 
ments  in  the  Lords  Supper  feyeral, times  oyer 
Bread  and  Wine  y  The  Bread  that  we  break ,  is  it 
not  the  Communion  of  the  Body  of  Chrift:  the  Cup 
that  we  blefs ,  is  it  not  the  Communion ,  SJ.  i  Cor* 
10.  id.  And  again,  He  that  eats  this  Bread^^ 
and  drinks  this  Cupunwwthily^  t$c.  1  Cor.  ji* 
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%^.  can  make  no  appearance  of  an  Argu- 
ment. 

8.  Thus  men  once  engag'd  ranfac  for 
Texw  that  carry  fom  correspondency  to  the 
opinions  they  have  imbibed ;  and  thofe  how 
€»  they  rack  and  ferae  to  bring  to  a  pcrfcA 
conformity  j  and  improve  every  little  pro- 
bability into  a  demonftratiott  ?  On  the  other 
fide ,  the  contrary  Texts  they  look  on  as  ene- 
mies, and  conhder  theni  no  farther  then 
to  provide  fences  and  guards  againft  them  : 
Sd  they  bring  Texts  Aot  into  the  fcales  to 
weigh,  but  into  the  field  to  skirmiih,  as  Par- 
tisans and  Auxiliaries  of  fuch  or  fuch  opi« 
nions. 

9.  B  Y  this  force  of  prepoflcffion  it  is,  that 
that  facred  Rule ,  which  is  the  mefure  and 
ftandard  of  all  re(5litude ,  is  it  felf  bow*d  and 
diftorted  to  countenance  and  abet  the  moft 
contrary  tenets  :  and  like  a  variable  pifture, 
reprefents  difFering  fhapes  according  to  the 
Bght  in  which  you  view  it.  And  fure  we  cannot 
do  ft  a  worfe  office  then  to  reprefent  it  thus 
diflbnant  to  it  felf.  Yet  thus  it  muft  ftill  be 
till  men  come  unbiaft  to  the  reading  of  it. 
And  certainly '  there  is  all  the  reafon  in  the 
world  they  mould  do  fo  :  the  ultimate  end(^ 
ikr  faith  ts  but  thefahattenef  ourfiuls ,  i  Pet. 
I.  9;  and  we  may  be  fiire  the  Scripture  can 
t«ft  direft  us  what  Faith  it  is  which  will  lead 
lis  ti^  that  end.  \. 
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10.  Why  Ihould  wc  not  then  have  the 
fame  indifference  which  a  traveller  hath ,  whe- 
ther his  way  lie  on  this  hand  or  that ;  fo  as  it 
be  the  direct  road  to  his  journies  end  ?  For  al- 
tho  it  be  infinitly  material  that  I  embrace 
right  principles,  yet  'tis  not  fo  that  this  ihould 
be  right  rather  then  the  other  :  and  our 
wiflies  that  it  Ihould  be  fo ,  proceed  only  from 
our  prepoflcflions  and  fondnefs  of  our  own 
conceptions,  then  which  nothing  is  more  apt 
to  intercq)t  the  clear  view  of  truth.  It  there- 
fore nearly  concerns  us  to  depofit  them ,  and 
to  give  up  our  felvcs  without  referve  to  the 
guidance  of  Gods  Word ,  and  give  it  equal 
credit  when  it  thwarts ,  as  when  it  complies 
with  our  own  notions. 

11.  Without  this ,  tho  wc  may  call 
Scripture  the  rule  of  Faith ,  and  judg  ot  con- 
trovcrfies ;  yet  'tis  manifell  we  make  it  not 
fo ,  but  referve  ftill  the  laft  appeal  to  our  own 
prejudicat  phancies ;  and  then  no  wonder ,  tho 
we  fall  under  the  fame  occaecation  which  our 
Savior  upbraids  to  the  Jews ,  that  feeing,  we  fee 
not ,  neither  do  we  under fi and ,  Mat.  1 3  •  1 4-  For 
he  that  will  not  be  fav^d  Gods  way ,  will  hard* 
ly  be  fo  by  his  own.  He  that  refolves  not  im- 
partially to  embrace  all  the  Scriptures  di- 
<n:ats  ,  comes  xo  them  as  un(tncerely  ,  as  the 
remnant  of  the  Jews  did  to  Jeremiah  to  in- 
quire of  the  Lord  for  them  ,  which  he  no 
fooner  had  don ,  but  they  protefl  againft  his 
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mefTage  ,  Jer.j^z.  lo.  and  may  expcft  as  fatal 
an  event. 

IX.  But.  there  are  a  fet  of  men  who  deal 
yet  more  infincerely  with  the  Word  ;  that 
readitinfidioufly:  on  purpofe  to  colled^  mat? 
ter  of  obje(5lion  and  cavil :  that  with  a  mali- 
cious diligence  compare  Texts  in  hope  to 
find  contradidions ;  and  read  attentively ,  but 
to  no  other  end  then  to  remark  incoherences 
and  defefts  in  the  ftile  :  which  when  they 
think/they  have  flatted  ,  they  have  their  de- 
fign  ;  and  never  will  ufe  a  quarter  pf  the 
fame  diligence  in  confidering  how  they  may 
be  folv'd ,  or  confulting  with  diofe  who  may 
affift  them  in  it.  For  I  thinly  I  may  appeal  to 
the  generality  of  thofe  who  have  rais'd  the 
loudeft  clamors  againft  the  Scripture ,  whe- 
ther they  have  endeavored  to  render  them- 
felvcs  competent  judges  of.it  by  inquiring  in- 
to the  Originals ,  or  informing  themfelves  of 
thofe  local  Ciiftoms ,  peculiar  Idioms ,  and  ma- 
ny other  circumftances ,  by  which  obfcure 
Texts lare  to  be  clear'd.  And  tho  I  do  not  af- 
firm it  neceflary  to  falvation  that  every  man 
ihould  do  this ;  yet  I  may  affirm  it  neceflary 
to  him  that  will  pretend  to  judg  of  the  Bi- 
ble: and  he  that  without  this  condems  it ,  do's 
it  as  manifeft  injury,  as  a  Judg  that  ihould 
pafs  fentence  only  upon  the  Indiftment, 
without  hearing  the  defence. 

13.  And  certainly  there  cannot  be  any 

thing 
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thing  more  unmanly  and  difmgenuous ,  theft 
for  men  to  inveigh  and  condemn  bef(^rfe  they 
inquire  s(nd  examin.  Yet  this  is  the  thing 
tipoii  which  fo  many  value  themfelves ,  affu- 
ining  to  b^  men  of  reafon ,  for  that  for  which 
the  Scripture  pronounces  thefn  brute  beafls» 
tiz.  the  /peaking  evil  of  thoje  things  they  under'-  . 
ftandnot^  x  Pet.  x.  ix.  Would  men  ufe  due  di- 
ligence,, no  doubt  many  of  thofe  feemihg 
contradiftions  wbuld  be  reconciled ,  iiid  the 
obfcurities  cleir'd :  and  if  any  fliouid  after 
iiU  remain ,  he  might  find  twenty  things  fit- 
ter to  charge  it  on,,  thein  want  of  verity  or 
difcourfe  in  the  infpir'd  writers.        ' 

14.  Alas  What  human  writing  i^  there 
6f  nfear  that  Antiquity ,  whcreirf  thfere  ar6  not 
many  paflages  unintelligible?  And  indeed, 
unleis  modern  times  fctfew  all  thofe  national 
cuftoms,  obfolete  Laws ,  particular  Rites  and 
Ceremonies ,  Phrafes  and  proverbial  Sayings , 
to  which  lu'ch  ancient  Books  refer ;  ^ti6  im- 
pofTible  but  fom  pafldgcfs  muft  remdTiri  ob- 
fcure;  Yet  in  thefe  we  61'diriarily  have  io 
much  candor,  as  to  impute  their  unintelligi- 
blehefs  tof  our  owh  i^norancie  of  thofe  things^ 
which  fhould  clear  thfem,'  the  improprieties 
of  ftile,  to  the  variatioh  that  times  make 
in  dialefts,  or  to  the  errors  of  Scribes',  and 
do  notprefcntly  exclamd  againft  the  Authors 
as  falfe  or  impertirient  ^bt  difcard  the  whole 
Book  for  fom  fuch  paiTageis.  '  ^ 
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15.  And  fare  what  allowances  we  make 
to  other  Books ,  may  with  more  reafon  be 
made  to  the  Bible ;  which  having  bin  writ  fb 
many  Ages  flnce,  pad  thro  infinit  vaxiety  of 
hands ,  and  T  whica  is  above  all)  having  bin 
the  objeA  of  the  Devils  >  and  wicked  mens 
malice ,  lies  under  greater  difadyantages  then 
any  human  compoiure :  And  doubtlefs  men 
would  be  as  equitable  to  that  as  they  are  to 
others ,  were  it  not  that  they  more  wiih  to 
have  that  falfe  or  irrational  then  any  other 
Book.  The  plain  parts  of  it ,  the  precepts  and 
threatnings  fpeak  clearer  then  they  defire, 
gall  and  fret  them ;  and  therefore  they  will 
revenge  themfelves  upon  the  obfcurer:  and 
feem  angry  that  diere  are  fom  things  they 
underftana  not ,  when  indeed  their  real  dif- 
plefure  is  at  thofe  they  do. 

16.  A  fecond  qualification  preparatory  to 
reading  the  Scdpture  is  reverence.  When 
we  take  the  Bible  inourhands/welhoulddo 
it  with  other  fentiments  and  apprehenfions 
then  when  we  take  a  comn^on  Book ;  confi- 
dering  that  it  is  the  word  of  God,  theinftru- 
ment  of  our  ialvation ;  or  upon  our  abufe  of 
it  a  promoter  of  our  tuin. 

17.  And  fure  this  if  duly  apprehended, 
cannot  but  ftrikq  us  with  a  reverential  awe, 
make  Us  to  fay  with  Ji/r^^,  Gen.  x8. 17,  Jurelj 
God  is  in  this  flaee  ;  controle  all  trifling  phan- 
cies ,  and  make  us  read »  not  for  cuftom  or  di- 
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vertifement ,  but  with  thofe  folemn  and  holy 
intentions  which  become  the  dignity  of  its 
Author.  Accordingly  we  find  holy  men  have 
in  all  Ages  bin  afFefted  with  it ,  and  fom  to 
the  inward  reverence  of  the  mind ,  have  join'd 
the  outward  of  the  body  alfo,  and  never  read 
it  but  upon  their  knees:  an  example  that 
may  both  inftruft  and  reproach  our  profa- 
neis ;  who  commonly  read  by  chance ,  and  at 
aventure  :  If  a  Bible  happen  in  our  way ,  we 
take  it  up  as  we  wojuld  do  a  Romance ,  or 
Play-book ;  only  herein  we  dififo: ,  that  wc 
difmifs  it  much  fooner ,  and  retain  lefs  of  its 
impreffions.  » 

i8  It  was  a  Law  of  Numa,  that  no  man 
ihould  meddle  with  divine  things ,  orworfliip 
the  Gods ,  in  pafling ,  or  by  accident ,  but  make 
it  a  fet  land  lolemn  bufmefs.  And  every  one 
knows  with  how  great  ceremony  and  (olem- 
nity  the  heathen  Oracles  were  confulted. 
How  great  a  fhame  is  it  then  for  Chriftians 
to  denlk  that  reverence  from  the  true  God , 
which  heathens  allow'd  their  falfeones? 

19.  Now  this  proceeds  fomtimes  from 
the  want  of  that  habitual  reverence  we  ihould 
alVvaies  have  to  it  as  Gods  word ,  and  fomtimes 
from  want  of  aAual  exciting  it ,  when  wc  go 
to  read :  for  if  the  habit  lie  only  dormant  in 
us ,  and  be  not  awak'd  by  adual  confidera- 
tion,  it  avails  us  as  little  in  our  reading,  as  the 
habitual  ftrcngth  of  a  man  do^s  toward$  la- 

Cc  z  bor; 


ao4        The  Qhriftians  Birth-right ,  ^q. 


ho\ ,  >vhen  he  will  not  exert  it  for  that  ^nd.  | 
10.  We  ought  therefore,  as  to  make  it  pur  ■ 
ideiiberat  choice  to  read  Gods  word ;  fo  when 
we  do  it ,  to  ftir  up  our  felves  to  thofe  folpmii 
^pprehenfions  of  its  dignity  and  autprity ,  9s 
m?y  render  us  malleable ,  and  apt  to  receive 
its  imprelfion^ :  for  where  there  is  no  reve- 
renge.,  'tis  not  to  be  expefted  there  ftipu|d  be 
ar^y  genuine  or  kfting  obedience. 

XI.  Saint  Aufi'm  in  his  Traft  tp  Hon^ 
ratus ,  of  the  advantage  of  beUeving ,  makes 
the  firft  requifit  to  theknowledg  of  the  Scri- 
ptures to  be  the  love  of  them.  Believe  tne , 
faies  he,  every  thing  intheScriftureis Jublim 
and  divine ,  i^s  truth  and  doBrin  are  mojl 
accommodate  to  the  refr^ejhment ,  at^d  building 
up  of  our  minds :  and  in  all  rej^e^s  Jo  ordered, 
that  every  one  may  draw  thence  what  is  fii^- 
f^^Atfi^  him:,  provided  he  approach  it'witb 
devotion ,  piety ,  and  religion.  The  proof  of  this 
may  requirci  muchreafoning  and  dtfcourfe.  But 
tbi^  I  am  firfi  to  perjwade ,  that  you  do  not  hate 
the  Authors ,  and  then  that  you  love  them^  Had 
we  an  ill  opinion  of  Virgil ,  nay ,  if  upon  the  ac- 
count of  the  reputation  he  has  gained  with  our 
^redecejfors ,  we  did  not  greatly  Ip  ve ,  before  we 
underfiood  hitjt ;  we  Jhould  nevex  patiently  go 
thrfl  aU  the  difficult  quefiioni  Grammarians  raifi 
about  him.  Mat^  employ  themfelves  in  com- 
menting upon  him  y  we  efteem  him  mojt ,  whofe  ex- 
pofaion  moji  commends  the  Book ,  and  J  hews  that 

the 
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the  Author ,  not  only  was  free  from  error ,  but  did 
excellent fy  well  where  heisfiotunderfiood.  And 
if  fuch  an  account  happen  not  to  be  given ,  we 
impute  it  rather  to  the  Interpreter  then  the 
"Poet. 

XX.  Thus  the  good  Father ;  whofe  words 
I  have  tranfcrib'd  at  large ,  as  being  remark- 
able to  the  prefent  purpofe ;  he  alfo  fliews 
that  the  mind  of  no  Author  is  to  b*  learnt 
from  one  averfe  to  his  doftrin:  as  that 'tis 
vain  to  enquire  of  Arifiotles  Books  from  one 
of  a  different  Se<ft :  Or  of  Archimedes  frbm 
Epidurm ;  the  difcourfe  will  be  as  difplcafing 
as  the  fpeaker;  and  that  ihall  beefteem'dab- 
furd,  which  comes  from  one  that  is  envi'd 
pr  delpis'd.  ^ 

X3.  A  third  preparative  to  our  reading 
ihould  be  praier.  The  Scripture  as  it  was  di- 
ctated at  nrft  by  the  holy  Spirit ,  fo  muft  dill 
owe  its  effefts  and  influence  to  its  coopera- 
tion. The  things  of  God  ^  the  Apoftie  tells  us , 
are  fpirituaH^  difcerh^d,  i  Cor.x.  14.  Andtho 
the  natural  man  may  well  enough  apprehend 
the  letter,  and  grammatical  fenfe  of  the 
Word;  yet  its  power  and  energy ,  that  infi- 
iiuative  perfwafive  force  whereby  it  works  on 
hearts ,  is  pticuliar  to  the  fpirit ;  and  there- 
fore witiiout  hi$  aids ,  the  ^Scripture  whilft  it 
lies  open  before  our  eies,  may  ftill  be  ^ /? 
Book  that  isfeal'd, ,  Efai.  29.  li.  be  as  ineffc^ 
dive  as  if  the  charafters  were  illegible. 

X4.  Be- 
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X4.  Besides  our  Savior  tells  us  the  devil 
is  ftill  buiy  tofiealawi^thefeedasfomasitu 
fiwn^  Mat.  13.  17.  And  unlefs  we  have  fom 
better  guard  then  our  own  vigilance ,  he  is 
fure  enough  to  profper  in  his  attemt.  Let  it 
therefore  be  our  care  to  invoke  the  divine 
Aid ;  and  when  ever  we  take  the  Bible  into 
our  hands,  to  dart  up  at  leaft  a  hearty  ejacu- 
lation»  that  we  may  find  its  effeds  xn  our 
hearts*  Let  us  fay  with  holy  2)/a:t;i^,  t^entbtm 
mine  eiesOtard^  that  I  may  fie  the  wondrous 
things  of  thy  Law.  Blejfed art  thouO  Lard  ^  O 
teach  me  tfsyfiatutes^  Pf.  119.  Nay  indeed 
'twil  be  fit  matter  of  a  daily  folemn  devotion » 
as*  our  Church  has  made  it  an  annual  in  the 
Colled  on  the  fecond  Sunday  in  Advent:   a 

Sraier  fo  apt  and  fully  cxpremve  of  what  we 
lould  defire  in  this  particular ,  that  if  we  tran- 
fcribe  not  only  the  example,  but  the  very- 
words  ,  I  know  not  how  we  can  form  that  part 
of  our  devotion  more  advantageouily. 

ijT.  In  the  fecond  place  we  are  to  confir 
der  what  is  requir'd  ot  us  at  the  time  of  read- 
ing the  Scripture;  which  confifts  principally 
in  two  things.  The  firft  of  thefe  is  attention , 
which  is  fo  indijpenfably  requifit ,  that  without 
it  all  Bo<^s  ane  alike ,  ahd  all  equally  infignifi- 
cant;  for  he  chat  adverts  not  to  the  fenfe  of 
what  be  reads ,  the  wiiieil  difcourfes  ftgnify  no 
more  to  him ,  then  the  moft  exquifit  mufic  do's 
to  a  man  pcrfcQiy  deaf.  The  letters  and  fvl- 
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lables  of  the  Bible  are  no  raore  facred  then 
thofe  of  another  Book;  'tis  the  fenfe  and 
meaning  only  that  is  divinely  infpir'd :  and 
he  that  confiders  only  the  former ,  may  as  well 
entertain  himfelf  with  a  fpelling-book. 

x6.  We  mull  thcrctore  keep  our  minds 
lixt  and  attent  to  what  we  read :  *tis  a  folly 
and  Hghtnefs  not  to  do  fo  in  human  Authors ; 
but  'tis  a  fm  and  danger  not  to  do  fo  in  this 
divine  Book.  We  know  there  can  fcarce  be 
a  greater  inflance  of  contemt  and  dtfvalue » 
then  to  hear  a  niaa  fpeak ,  and  not  at  all 
mind  what  he  fates  t  yet  this  vileft  affront  do 
all  thbie  put  upon  God ,  who  hear  or  read  his 
Wordy  and  give.it  no  attention.  Yet  I  fear 
the  pradice  is  not  more  impious  then  it  is 
frequent:  for  there  are  many  that  read  the 
Bible ,  who  if  at  the  end  of  each  Chapter  they 
ihould  be  call  d  to  account ,  I  doubt  they  could 
produce  very  (lender  coUeftions :  and  truly 
'tis  a  iad  conficferation,  that  that  facred  Book 
is .  read  mod  attentively  by  thofe ,  who  read 
it  as  iom  preach  theGaJpel^  Phil.  i.  i^.  out  of 
envy  anti  Jtrife,  Haw  curioufly  do  men  in- 
fpeft »  nay  ranfac  and  embowel  a  Text  to  find 
a  pretence  for  cavil  and  objeftion ,  whilft  men 
who  ptcrfefs  to  look  there  for  life  and  falva- 
tlon .  read  with  foch  x  retchlefs  heedlefnefs » 
as  if  it  could  tell  them  nothing  they  were 
concerned  in :  and  to  fuch  ^tis  no  wonder  if 
their  reading  bring  no  aJ?antage.    God  is 

not 
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not  in  this  fcnfe  y^»^  ^  thq/e  that  Jeek  him 
not^  Efai.  6^:  i/'/tis  Satans  part  tofcrvehiin- 
fclf .  of  the  bare  words  and  charaders  of  holy 
IVrit  i\  for  charms  and  amulets :  the  vertue 
God  has  put  there  confifts  in  the  fenfe  arnd 
meaning ,  and  can  never  be  dtawn  6ut  by  ' 
droufy  inadyerting  Readers.  -  . 
.  X7.  Thi^  unattentivencrs  fore-flails  all 
poffibiiity  of  zood.  How.  fhall  that  convince 
the  ynderftanoing ,'  or  perfwade  the  affections « 
which  do's  not  fo  much  as  enter  the  imagi-^ 
nation.  So  that  in  this  cafe  the  feed  feems 
noore  caft  a\vdy  then  in  any  of  thofe  iiiftances 
the  parabl?  gives;.  Mat.. i^.  In  thofc it  Riil 
fell  upon  the.  foil,  but  in  this  it  never  reaches 
that ;  but  is .  fcatter'd  and  dilfipated ,  as  with 
a  mighty  wind ,  by  thofe  tiioughts  which 
have  prepoffefs'd  the  mind.  Let  no  man 
therefore  take  this  facred  Book  into  hii  hand, 
till  he  have  turnd  out  all  diflxafting  phan- 
cies ,  and  have  his  faculties  free  and  vacant 
for  thofe  better  objefts  which  will  tfaeire  prc- 
fent  themfelves.  And  when  he  has  fo  difpos'd 
himfelf  for  attention ,  then  let  him  contrive 
to  improve  that  attention  to  the  befb  advan- 

.  a8.  T  o  which  purptxfe  it  hiay  Be  very  con- 
ducive to  put  it  into  ibni  otder  and  method. 
As  for  inftance ,  when  he  reads  the  do(R:rinal 
^art  of  Scdptuife ,  let  him  firft  and  principally 
advert  to. thofe  plain, >Texcs  which  contain 

the 
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the  neceflary  points  of  Faith :  that  i  he^  ma;^ 
not  owe  his -Creed  only  to  his  education ,  the 
inftitution  of  his  Parents  or  Tutors?  butmaiy 
know  the  true  foundation  on  which  ^  it  is 
bottomed,  viz,,  the  word  of  God ,  and  may 
thence  be  able  to  juilify  his  Faith  5  and  as 
Saint  5P^^^r  exhorts ,  be  ready  to  give  an  an- 
fwer  to  every  man  that  askshmareafmofth^ 
hope  that  is  in  him,  i  Pet.  ^.15'.  For  want  of 
this  it  is ,  that  Religion  fits  fo  loofe  upon  men , 
that  every  wind  of  doftrin  blows  diem  into 
diftinft  >and  various  forms;  till  at  laft  their 
Chriftianity  it  felf  vapors  away  and  difap-  ^ 

•pears.  "  .  ■    .:  u\        * 

X9.  But  let  men  be  careful- thus  tofecure 
the  foundation ,  and  then  'twill  be  commen- 
dable in  them  (  who  are' capable  of -it)  to 
afpire  to  higher  degrees  of  fpdculation ;  yet 
even  jn  thefe  it  will  be  their  fafeft.  courfe 
chiefly  to  purfue  fuch  as  liave  the  moftrimme-  ^ 

diat  influence  on  praftice ,  and  bemoreindu- 
ilrious  to  make  obfervations  of  that  fort ,  -  then 
curious  and  critical  remarks ,  or  bold  conje- 
^ures  upon  thofe  my  fteries  on  which  God  has 
Iprcad  a  veil. 

30.  But  befides  a  mans  own  particular 
colleAions ,  it  will  be  prudence  in  him  te>  ad- 
vantage hrmfelf  of  thofe  of  others,  and'to\ 
confult  the  Icarned'ft  and  beft  expofitdf s^j  and 
that  not  only  upon  a  prefent  emergency , 
when  he  is  to  difput^  a  point,  (  as  moft  do  ) 
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but  id  the  cQnftai^t:  courfe  of  this  reading., 
Whemtt  he  will  moft  fcdatly,  apd  difpafTio- 
patly  judg  of  the  notions  dipy  offer. 

jirf  AS  to  the  choice  ot  the  portions  of 
Scrit^turetbbereadin  courfe,  tho  I  ihall  not 
condemn  that  of  reading  the  whole  Bible  in 
prdej? ,  yet  'tis  apparent  that  fom  parts  of  it 
( as  that  of  the  J^vitical  Law^  are  not  {q 
aptly  accommodated  to  our  prefent  ftate ,  as 
others  are ;  and  confequently  not  fo  edifica- 
tory  to  us  :  and  therefore  I  cannot  fep  why 
any  man  ihould  oblige  himfelf  to  an  equal 
frequency  in  reading  them.  And  tp  this  our 
Church  lcem5  to  give  her  fuffirage ;  by  exclu- 
ding fuch  out  of  her  public  Leflbns.  And  if 
we  govern  our  privat  reading  by  her  mefurcs , 
it  will  Well  exprefs  pur  deference  to  her  judg- 
ment;  who  has  felei^ed  fom  parts  of  Scri- 
pture  ,  not  that  Ihe  would  keep  her  chiidreii 
in  ignorance  of  any,  but  becaufe  they  tend 
moft  immediatly  to  practice. 

3,x,  >Ii  jTHER  will  the  daily  reading  the 
Scripture  in  the  rubrieks  order,'  hinder  any 
m^n  ixpia  acquainting  himfelf  with  the  reii 
For  he  may  take  in  the  other  parts  as  fupetr 
nttm^rai^ies  to  his  conftaht  task  ,  and  read 
theni  as  his  leifure  and  inclination  fhall  promt 
So  ^  that  all  the  hurt  that  can  accrue  to  him 
by  thta  method ,  is  the  being  invited  to  read 
fonii^mea  extraordinary  proportions. 

33,^  If  it  be  ofegeftfd,  that  to  thofe  whq 
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daily  hear  the  Church  Service ,  'twill  be  a  kind 
of  tautology ,  jfirft  to  read  thofe  Lcflbns  irt 
j)riYat ,  which  foon  aftet  they  fliall  hear  read 
publjcljr ,  1  anfwef  that  whatever  mcii  may 
i>leafe  to  call  it ,  'twill  really  be  in  advantage :, 
r  or  he.  that  ihall  read  a  chapter  by  himiel£ 
Svith  due  cpnfidtration,  and  conuilting  of 
good  Paraphrafts ,  will  have  div'd  fo  far  iiitd 
the  ienfe  of  it ,  that  he  will  much  bfcttef 
comprehend  ii  whpn  he  hears  it  read:  as  oni 
the  other  fide ,  the  hearing  it  read  lb  immedijit-  * 
Ij  after  will  ^erve  io  cdnfiml  and  ritet  the 
fenfc  in  his  mind.  The  one  is  is  the  cdnniflg  ^' 
the  other  the  repeating  the  Leflbti;  whidi 
every  Scliqle-boy  can  tell  us  is  feed:  d6ri  at  thei 
iieareft  diftance  to  each  6th6r.  But  I  Ihall 
hot  contend  for  this ,  or  any  partictilar  me- 
fhod;  let  the  Scripture  be  read  inpropottiori 
tb  evcrjr  mans  leilure  and  capacity ,  and  read 
with  attention ;  atnd  we  n6ed  .not  be  fcru- 
jjulous  about  circumftances ,  when  the  riiaiii 
duty  is  l^ecur'd. 

34.  BiiT  as  in.  the  dodtirial,  fo  ifl  tlia 
preceptive  part,  there  is  a  caution  to  he  us'd 
irt  our  attention.  For  we  are  to  diftinguilh  be- 


tween ,  thofe  temporary  precepts  that  wfere  a^ 
dapjted  tP  particular  times  ajtidoccafion^;  and 
fuch  as  9tre  of  perpctUii  ^^Ji^ligi^tiori.  He  that 
do's  not  this  maty  bring  himf^lf  finder  the 
JtewifliXaw,  or  belieye  a  neccfllty  df  fdling 
all  ind  giving  it  to  the  poor  becauife  \tsvA^ 
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Chrifts  command  to  the  rich  man.   Mat.  19. 
or  incur  other  confiderable  mifchiefs. 

3  5*.  Thus  frequently  commands  are  put 
in  comprehenfive  indefinite  wo^ds ,   brft  con- 
cern only  the  Generality  to  whom  the  Law 
is  written;   and  not  thofe  who  are  ehtrufted 
» with  the  vindication  of  their  contemt     Ac-  ^ 
cordingly 'tis  faid ,   thou  Jhalt  not  kill ^  Mark. 
10.  19.  which  concerns  thi  private  perfon; 
but  extends  not  to  the  MagiUrate  in  the  exe- 
cution of  his  office,  who /<f/z r^^^^g^r appoin- 
ted by  God ,  and  bears  not  the  Jfword  in  "vain . 
Kora.  13.  4.  So  thie  injunftion  not  to  /wear 
utally  Mat.  5.  34  refers  to  tlie  common  traiif- 
actions  of  life ;  but  not  thofe  folemn  occa- 
iions  where  an  oath  is  to  give  glory  to  God , 
and  is  the  end  of  alljirife,  Heb.  9.  16.     Yet 
thefe  miflakcs  at  this  day  prevail  with  Ana- 
baptills    and  Quakers,     and   bottom   their 
denial  of  the  Magiftrates  power  to  proteft  his 
Subjefts  by  war;  and  to  determin  differences 
in  Peace ,  by  the  oath  of  witnefles  in  judicial 
proceedings. 

36*  There  is  another  dfftinftion  we  arc  to 
attend  to ;  and  that  is  between  abfolute  and 
primary  commands ,  and  fecundary  ones :  the 
fprnier  we  are  to  fet  a  Ipecial  remark  upon ,  as 
thofe  upon  whofe  obfervahce  or  violation  our 
eternal  life  or  death  infeparably  depends.  And 
therefore  our  firft  and  moft  folicitous  care 
mufl  be  concerning  them.  I  mention  this , 
1         .  not 
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not  to  divert  any  from,  afpiring.  to  thehigheft 
degrees  of  pcrfe<?]tiori :  but  to  reprove  that 
prepofterous  cdurfc  many  take,  who  lay 
tlie  greateft  weight  lipon  thofe  things  oh 
which  God  laies  the  leaft;  and  have  more 
zeal  for  oblique  intimations ,  then  for  ex- 
prefs  downright  commands ;  nay  think  by 
the  one  to  commute  for  the  contenit  of  tkc 
other.  For  example,  fafting  is  recommen- 
ded to  us  in  Scripture,  but  in  a  far  lower  key 
then  moral  duties:  rather  as  an  expedient 
and  help  to  vertue ,  then  as  properly  a  ver- 
tiie  it  fel£  And  yet  we  may  lee  men  icriipu- 
lous  in  that ,  who  flartle  not  at  injuftice ,  and 
oppreflion  (  that  clamorous  fin  th^t  cries  to 
heaven  )  who  pre;tend  to  mortify  their  ap- 

fietites  by  denying  it  its  proper  food,  or  being 
iixurious  in  one  fort  of  it;  and  yet  glut  their 
avarice,  eat  up  the  poor,  and  devour  widows 
houfes,  Mat.x3. 

3  7.  To  fuch  as  thefe  'twould  be  good  ad- 
vice to  fix  their  attention  on  the  abfolute 
commands,  to  ftudy  moral  honefty ,  and  the 
cfi^ntials  of  Chriftianity;  to  make  a  good 
progrefs  there ,  and  do  what  God  indilpen- 
fably  requires:  and  then  it  may  befeafonable 
to  think  of  voluntary  oblations:  but  till  then 
they  are  fo  far  from  homage ,  that  they  arc 
the  mod  reprochful  flattery;  an  attemt  to 
bribe  God  againft  himfelf;  and  a  facrilege , 
like  that  of  ^ionyfiusi  who  took  away  AfoU 
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ii//ff olden  robe,  and  gave  him  a  ftufFonc. 

38.  Thb  fccond  thing  rcquifit  in  bur  rear 
ding  is  aprplieation :  this  is  the  ptppcr  end  of 
duV  attention:  and  without  this  wfc  may  be 
very  bufy  to  very  little  purpofe.  The  moit 
laborimis  attention  without  it ,  puts  us  but  in 
the  condition  of  thofe  poor  flaves  that  labor 
in  the  mines :  who  with  infinit  t6il  dig  that, 
ore  of  which  they  ihall  never  partake.  If 
therefore  we  will  appropriate  that  rich  tre- 
fure ,  we  muft  apply ,  and  fo  mafee  it  our  own; 

39.  Let  us  tlien  at  every  period  of  holy 
Writ,  refleft  and  Iriok  on  our  fclves  as  the 
perfqns  fpofcc  to.  When  we  find  Vhilif  giving 
baptifm  to  the  Eunuch  upon  this  condition 
that  he  believe  with  all  his  heart ,  Aft.  8.  let 
us  confider  that  unlefs  we  do  fo ;  dut  baptifnr 
( like  a  thing  furreptitioiifly  obtained)  conveis 
no  title  to  us ;  will  avail  us  nothing. 

40.  When  we  read  out^  Saviours  denttn- 
ciation  to  the  Jews ,  except  ye  repent  .ye/haUaU 
Bkewife  ferijh  /  Lu.  13.5'.  we  are  to  look  on 
it  as  if  addreft  immediatly  to  odr  felves ;  and 
conclude  as  great  a  rieceffity  of  ouf  repen- 
tance.   In  thofe  black  catalogues  of  crimes' 

^  <irhich  the  Apdftle  mentions ,  i  Cor.  6. .10.  and 
Gal,  jr.  19,  xo,  ii.  as  excluding  from  the  Kiiig- 
ddttlL.  of  hcaveii,  we  arc  to  behold  quV  own 
giiilts  arraigned ,  and  to  relolve  that  the  fame 
crimes  will  as  certainly  Ihuc  heaven  gates  aC- 
gainft  u« ,  as  thofe  to  whom  thofe  Epiftles  were' 
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immediatly  direded.  In  all  the  precepts  of 
good  life,  and  CJiriftian  vertue,  we  ace  to 
think  our  fclves  as  nearly  and  particularly 
concern'd,  as  if  We  had  bin  Chtius  Auditbts 
on  the  Mount.  So  proportiond>ly  in  all  the 
threats  and  promifes  we  are  cither  to  tremble 
pr  hope ,  according  as  we  find  our  felves;  ad- 
here to  thofe  fins  OtTertues  to  which  they  arc 
aifixt. 

4i.  This,  clofc  application  would  ren- 
der what  we  read  operative  and  cfFcftive, 
which  without  it  will  be  ufelefs  and  infignifi- 
(cant.  We  may  fee  aii  inftance  of  it  in  David; 
who  was  not  at  all  convinced  of  his  own  guilt 
by  ^Nathans  parable  (  tho  the  moft  appo- 
fite  that  was  imaginable  )  till  he  roundly 
applied  it ,  faying ,  thou  art  the  man :  %  Sam, 
IX.  And  unlefs  we  treat  our  felves  at  die 
fame  rate,  the  Scripture  may  fill  our  heads 
with  high  notions ,  nay  with  many  fpecula- 
tive  truths ,  which  yet  amounts  to  no  more 
then  the  Devils  theology,  J^.a.  19.  and  will 
as  little  advantage  us.        ^ 

4x.  I T  now  remains  that  we  fpeak  of  what 
we  are  to  do  after  our  reading ;  which  may 
be  fumm'd  up  in  two  words :  Recolleft  and 
prafticd  Our  memories  are  very  frail  as^to 
things  of  this  nature.  And  therefore  wq 
ought  to  imprefs  them  as  deep  as  we  can »  by 
reflcfting  on  what  we  have  read.  It  is  an  dbr- 
fcrvation  out  of  the  Levitical  Law,   diat 
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thofe  beads  only  were  clean ,  at)d  fit  for  fa- 
crifice ,  that  chewed  the  cud  ^  Lev.  11,4.  And  tho 
the  ceremony  were  Jewiih,  the  moral  is  Chri- 
ftian ,  and  admoniihes  us  how  we  ihould  re- 
volve and  ruminate  on  fpiritual  inftruAions. 
Without  this  what  we  hear  or  read  flips  iii- 
fenfibly  from  us ,  and  like  letters  writ  in  chalk , 
is  wip't  out  by  the  next  fucceeding  thought : 
but  recolle<^ion  engraves  and  indents  the 
charaAers  in  the  mind.  And  he  that  would 
duly  ufe  it,  would  find  other  manneif  of  im- 
preflions ;  more  afFedive  arid  more  lafting , 
then  bare  reading  will  leave. 

43.  We  find  it  thus  in  all  Sciences:  he 
that  only  reads  over  the  rules'^  and  laies  afide 
the  thoughts  of  them  together  with  his  Book , 
will  make  but  a  flow  advance ;  w^hilefl  he  that 
plods  and  ftudies  upon  them ,  repetes  and  rein- 
forces them  upon  his  mind  ,  foon  arrives  to 
an  eminency.  By  this  it, was  that  ^a^idzt- 
tain'd  to  that  perfed:ion  in  Oods  Law  as  to 
out'fbrip  his  teachers ,  and underft and  more  then 
the  Ancients  ^  Pf.  119. 99,  roo.  becaufe  it  was 
his  p^editationzs  himfelf  tells  us ,  ver.  97, 99. 

44.  Let  us  therefore  purfue  the  fame  me- 
thod; and  when  we  have  read  a  portion  of 
Scripture ,  let  us  recoiled  what  obfervable 
things  we  have  there  met  with :  what  exhor- 
tations to  vcrtuc ,  or  determents  from  vice ; 
what  promifes  to  obedience  ^  or  menaces  for 
the  contrary :  \vhat  examples  of  Gods  ven- 
geance, 
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;eattcc  againft  fuch  or  fiich  fins,  or  what  in- 
;anccs  of  his  bleffing  upon  duties.  If  we  do 
this  daily ,  we  cannot  but  amafs  together  a 
great  ftock  of  Scripture  documents  , .  which 
will  be  ready  for  us  to  produce  upon  every 
occafion.  Satan  can  affault  us  no  wnere ,  but 
we  Ihall  be  provided  oi  a  guard  ,  a  Scriptum 
eft ;  which  we  fee  was  the  fole  armor  the  ca- 
ptain of  our  falvation  us'd  in  his  encounter 
with  him.  Mat.  4.  ver.  4,7,  and  10.  and  will 
be  as;  fuccef^ful  to  us ,  if  we  will  duly  ma- 
nage it 

45'.  The  lift  thing  required  as  confequent 
to  pur  reading,  is  praftice.  This  is  the  ulti- 
mate end ,  to  whicn  all  the  fore-goins  quali- 
fications ire  dire<fled.  And  if  we  fail  here , 
the  moft  affiduous  diligence  in  all  the  former 
will  be  but  loft  labor.  Let  us  mean  never  fo 
welji,  attend  never  fo  clofe,  recoiled 'never  fo 
cxaftly ;  if  after  all  we  do  not  praftife ,  all  the 
teftwillferve  but  to  enhance  our  guilt.  Chri- 
ftianity  is  an  aftive  Science ,  4nd  the  Bible 
was  given  us  not  merely  for  a  theme  of  fpectf- 
ktion ,  but  for  a  rule  of  life. 

46.  And  al^s,  what  will  it  avail  us  that  our 
opinions  are  right,  if  our  manners  be  crook- 
ed ?  When  the  Scripture  has  fijew'd  us  what 
God  requires  of  us ,  naEy ,  has  eyinc'd  tous  the 
leafohablefiefs  of  the  injimftions ,  the  great  a?- 
greeable^nds  which  they  have  to  the  cxcet- 
tency  of  our  nature;  and.  has  backt  this  widt 

Ee  ihe 


ai»        TheCbriftiMuBiraM'ight.^c. 

■  ■■I      ■■■■ll«        I    .-  ,    n - I —    "■     ' . ■ 

the  afTurance  that  'm  kteftng  tf  them  there 
Jhall  be  a  great  reward  y^i.  19.  li.  if  in  the 
midft  of  fuch  importunate  ihritations  to  life 
we  will  chufe  death  ;.  wc  ira  indeed  vjortkff , 
as  the  wife  man  fpeaks ,  to  take  fart  with  it, 
Wif.  I-  id.  our  crimes  are  hcrcb^  increased 
to  a  monftrous  bulk  ^  and  alfo  deprived  of  that 
veil  and  ihelter  which  darkncls  and  igno- 
rance would  have  given  them.  And  a  vicious 
Chriftian  may  have  caufe  at  the  laii  day  to 
wifh  that  he  had  fludied  the  Alcoran  rather 
then  the  Bible.  His  fenfualities  might  then 
have  pleaded ,  that  they  were  but  the  antici- 
pating his  Paradice  /  takit^  up  that  before 
hand  ,  which  his  Religion  proposed  to  him  as 
his  JkmtaMm  homm,  his  final  and  higheft  aim. 
But  with  what  confufion  muft  a ;  Chriftian 
then  appear ,  whofe  inftitution  obliges  him 
to  mortify  the  flefh :  and  yet  has  made  it  the 
bnfmefs  of  his  life,  not  only  to  fatisfy ,  but 
even  to  enrage ,  and  enflame  its  appetites  ? 
that  has  fet  up  a  counter-difcipline  to  that  of 
the  Gofpd  •  he  profefTes  ;  and  when  that  re- 
quires aufterities  and  feif-denials ,  to  reduce 
corrupt  nature  to  a  tamenefs  and  fubjec^ion ; 
has  not  only  pu^'d  off  the  bridle,  butus'd  the 
fpur  ;  contrived  Arts  to  .debauch  even  corru- 
ption it  felf ;  and  has  forc'd  his  relufting  na- 
ture upon  fludied  and  artificial  leudnefs?  Such 
men  may  be  thoug^hc  to  have  read  the  Scri- 
pture with  no  other  defign  but  to  be  fure  t6 

run 
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run  counter  to  it\;  that  by  informing  them^ 
Xclvcs  of  Gods  will,  they  may  know  the  more 
cxaftjy  Iiow  to  affront  and  contradift  it. 

jlj.  N^Yjyjfo  it  is ,  too  many  unto  malice 
.ada  caniiq^^  ;;^  are  not  content  only  fullenly 
to  reijfl:  ^^j^i  precepts  ,:but  defpife  and  revik 
them  alfo .;  arraign  tlie  wifdom  of  God,  and 
pronounce  thie;  divine  Laws  to  be  wisak  and 
impertigent.^;  lay  their  Scenes  of  ridiculous 
mirth  in  th?  Bible  ;  rally  in  the  facred  Dia- 
led ,  and  play  the  Buffoons  with  the  moft  fe- 
rious  thing  in  the  world.  An  impious  licen- 
tioufnefs  which  is  now  grown  to  that  height , 
that  it  is ,  pne  of  the  wonders  of  Gods,  mag- 
filtering,,  that  there  are  not  as  many  eminent 
inftances  of  the  vengeance,  as  there  are  of  the 
guilt.  I  have  formerly  complained  of  it,  and 
muft  ftill  crave  leave  to  do  fo^    Jt  is  indeed 
fo  foreading.an  infeftion  ,  that  we  can  never 
be  luificiently  arm'd  againfl:  it.  Som  degrees 
of  it  have  tainted  many  who  have  not  utterly 
renounc'd  their  reverence  for  the  Bible  :  there 
being  thofe  who  in  their  foletnn  itipods  owA 
it  as  Gods  word  andprofcfs  they  muft  finally 
fland  or  fall  by  its  yerdift .;  who  yet  in  their 
jocular  humors  m^e  light  and  irreverent  ap- 
plicatipQLS  of  its  phrafes  and  fente^c^es ,  furniih 
put  their  little  jeflsin  its  attire,and  uie  it  as  if 
they  thought  it  good  for  nothing  elfe, 

48,  And  certainly  this  abu^  in  men  that 
own  the  Bible ,  is  iniinitly  more  monftrous 

Ee  X  then 
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then  ill  thofe  who  defy  it :  the  later  look  on 
it  as  a  common  thing  \'  andufeitas'fuch :  but 
for  tliofe  who  confefs  it  facre^r  tlius  to  pro- 
ftitute  it^  is  a  flat  contradiAion'^^fe  mucn  a- 
gainfl  the  rules  of  Difcourfe  asjftfiHigipn :  'tis 
to  toffer  the  fame  abufe  toXhrlftifr*hji5  Word, 
which  the  rude  foldiers  did  to  lus  ipttfon ;  to 
bow  thelcnee  before  it,  and  yet  exppfe  it  as 
an  objeft  of  fcorn'and  laifghtcrif  But  furc 
there  cannot  be  two  things  more Iftiohfittent, 
then  the  avowing  it  tol)e  diftated.  by  God 
in  order  to  the  inoft  imjp6rt^nt^i:6nbfern  of 
man,  and  yet  dcbafe  it  to  tht  vfldt  pur- 
ppfcs;  make  it  the  drudg  and'Hatkney  to 
^our  fportftif  humors ,  and  bring  It  out  as  the 
Philiftims  ^i^SamJbn^  only  to  liiake  vs  mQi- 

49.  I K  D  E  E  D  one  would  wonder  how  that 
Ihould  become  a  proper  inftrunient  for  that 
purpofe ,'  that  thole  doftrins  oT  righteoufnefs , 
temperance  and  judgment  to  come.  (  every 
where-  fcattef  d  thro  that  Book  )  which  fct 
heathen  Felix  a  trembhng,  fhould  fet  Chri- 
ftians  a  laughing:  and  yet  ihould  men  cite 
the  finie  things  and  phrafes  out  of  another 
Author,  there  would  be'no  jeftinit.  Itfcems 
therefore  that  the  fpirit  and  eflence  of  this 
fort  of  wit  lies  iij  the  ptofanenefs.  How  ah- 
furd  is  it  thfen  Ibr^^m  do  not  utterly 

ibJAreR^lIgifein,  tpaflfeft  this  impious,  fort  of 
raillery  vr^vteiiih  has  riothing  but  daring  Vicfc- 
'  "'^  -  '  ''  ednefs 
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ednefs  to  recommend  it  ?  For  certainly ,  of  all 
the  waies  \>i  ducourfe  that  ever  pretended 
to  wit ,  this  h^s  the  lead  claim  tp  it. 

50.  What  ftrength  of  reafon,  or  height 
of  phancy  is  there ,  in  repeting  df  phrafes  and 
fragments  of  Books,  wnen  what  they  would 
fay,  they  mignt  much  more  properly  exprefs 
in'thjeir  own  words?  In  any  other  inftance 
biit  diis  of  the  Bible,  it  wotlldpafs  rather  for 
a  defeft  then  an  excefs  of  wit.  But  that  which 
I  fuppofe  renders  it  fo  taking ,  is ,  that  it  is  the 
cheapeft'  expedient  for  men  to  arrive  to  that 
reputation.  Men  that  cannot  go  to  the  coft 
ot  any  thing  that  is  truly. ingenious,  can  by 
this '  means  immediatly  commence  w4ts ;  if 
th^y  can  but  charge  their  memories  with  half 
a  dozeri  Texts ,  they  need  no  other  furniture 
for  the  trade;  thefe  mane  led  and  tranfjio- 
fed ,  will  be  ready  at  all  turns ,.  and  render 
them  applauded  by  thofe  who  haye  no  otlier 
mefure  of  wit ,  but  its  oppofition  to  Piety.  But 
would  Qod ,  men  would  look  a  little  before 
them ,  and  confider  what  the  final  reckoning 
will  b^  for  fuch  divertifements ;  and  if  the 
whole  world  be  an  unequal  exchange  for  a 
foul ,  what  a  miferable  Merchant  is  he  that 
barters  his  for  a  bald  infipid  jell  ?  fuch  as  al 
fober  man  would  avoid  were  there  no  fin 
m  It. 

5ri.  I  know  men  are  apt  to  flatter  them- 
felves.;  that  thefe  lighter  frolics  Will  pafe  foif 

nothing, 
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nothing ,  fo  long  as  they  do  not  ferioufly  and 
Oialicioufly  oppofe  Gods  word  :  but  I  fear 
they  will  nnd  God  in  earneft,  tho  they  be  in 
jcft.  He  that  has  magmfiedhU  Word  above  all 
things^  PfaL  138.  i.  cannot  brook  that  we 
fhould  make  it  vile  and  cheap,  play  and  dally 
with  it.  And  if  it  werc^  a  capitajl  crime  to 
convert  any  of  the  perfume  or  the  Sanftuary 
to  common  ufe ,  Ex.  3  o.  3  x.  can  we  think  God 
can  be  pleased  to  fee  his  m.ore  facred  Word , 
the  theme  of  our  giddy  mirth ,  and  have  his 
own  words  echpea  to  hfm  in  profane  drol- 
lery? 

fx.  But  befides  'tis  to  fee  confider^d  that 
this  wanton  liberty  is  a  Hep  to  the  more  fo- 
lema  and  deliberate  contemt  of  Gods  word: 
cuftom  do's  ftrangely  prefcribeto  us  ;  and  he 
that  a  while  has  us'd  any  thing  irreverently . 
will  at  lafl;  bring  his  practice  into  argument, 
and  conclude  that  there  is  no  reverence  due 
to  it.  God  knows  we  jire  naturally  too  apt 
to  flight  and  eafy  *apprehenfions  of  facred 
things;  and  had  need  to  ufe  all  Arts  and  In- 
ftruments  to  imprefs  an  awe  upon  our  minds. 

5:3.  I  T  will  fure  then  be  very  unfafe  for 
lis  to  trifle  with  them  ,  and  by  fo  undue  a  fa- 
miliarity draw  on  that  contemt  which  we 
Jhould  make  it  our  care  to  avoid.  The  wife 
man  faies,  he  that  contemns  Jinall  things  JhaU 
fall  by  littk  and  littk ,  EccL  19.  i .  And  tho  no 
degree  of  irreverence  towards  God  or  his 

s  Word, 
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Word ,  can  be  catird  a  fmall  thing  abfolutely 
cottfider'd ,  yet  comparatively  with  the  more 
exorbitant  clegrccs  it  may :  and  yet  that  fmal- 
lef  is  the  feccf  and  parent  of  the  greateft.  It  is 
foinallfms  ;  the  kingdom  of  Satan,  like  that 
of  Ood,  may  be  compard'  to  a  grain  ofnm- 
Jfardfeedy  Mat.  13. 51.  which  tho  little  in  it 
ftlf;  is  mighty  in  its  increafe. 

5-4.  No  man  ever  yet  began  at  the  top  of 
villany ,  but  tlie  advance  is  ftill  gradual  from 
one  debtee  to^.  another  ;  each  commiflion 
fmooAing  and  glibbing  the  way  to  the  next 
He  that  accuftoms  in  his  ordinary  difcourfe, 
to  ufe  the  facred  Name  of  God  with  as  little 
fentimeht.  and  reverence ,  as  he  do^s  that  of 
his  neighbor  or  fervant  j  that  makes  it  his 
common  by- word,  and  cries  Lord. and  God 
upon  every  the  liffhtefl:  occafion  of  exclama- 
tion or  wonder ,  this  man  has  a  verv  fliort  ftep 
to  the  ufmg  it  in  oaths,  and  upon  all  frivolous 
occafioris  ;  atid  he  that  fwears  vainly ,  is  at 
no  great  diftancc  ftrom  fwearing  fallely.  It 
h  the  fame  ift  this  inftance  of  the  Scriptures : 
He  that  indulges  his  wit  to  rally  with  them, 
will  foon  come  to  think  them  fuch  tame 
things  that  he  niay  down-right  fcorn  them  : 
And  when  he  is  arrit'd  to  that,  then  he  muft 
pick  quarrels  to  juftify  it ,  till  at  laft  he  arrive 
even  to  the  h^ght  of  enmity.   ; 

jf.  LxT  every  man  therefore  take  heed 
of  letting  fo  much  as  one  llep  in  this  fatal 

circle; 
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circle  ;  guard  himfclf  againfl  the  firft  infi- 
nuation  of  this  guilt :  ana  when  a  jeft  offers  it 
felf  as  a  temtation ,  let  him  .balaAce  that  with 
a  fobcr  thought,  and  confider  whether  the 
jeft  can  quit  the  coft  of  the  profanation.  Let 
him  poilefs  his  mind  with  an  habitual  awe, 
take  up  the  Bible  with  fol^mner  thoughts, 
and  other  kind  of  apprehenfions  then  anv 
human  Author :  and  if  he  habituate  himielf . 
to  this  reverence ,  every  clause  and  phrafe  of 
it  that  occurs  to  his  mind ,  will  be  apter  to  ex- 
cite him  to  devout  ejaculatioitis  then  yain 
laughter.  ; 

5^.  ix  is  reported  of  our  excellent  Prince , 
King  Edward  the  fixth  ;  that  when  in  hi§ 
Council  Ghambei: ,  a  Paper  tha^t  was  called 
for  happened  to  lie  out  of  reach  ,  arid  the 
Perfbn  concerned  to  produce  it ,  took  a  Bible 
that  lay  by  „  and  ftanaing  upon  it  f  eacht  down 
the  Paper':  tiie  King  obierving  what  was 
don ,  ran.  himfelf  to  the  place ,  and  taking 
the  Bible  in  his  hands  ,  kidfed  it,  and  laid  it 
up  again.  Of  tliis  it  were  a  very  defirable 
moral,  that  Princes,  and  all  perfons  ihau;* 
tofity »  would  take  care  riot  to  permit  any  to 
raife  themfelves  by  either  a  hypocritical  or 
profane  trampling  upon  holy  things.  But 
pefides  that ,  a  more  general  application  of- 
feirslts  felf;  that  all  men  of  wnat  condition 
focver  ,  Ihould  both  themfelves  abi!bim  from 
every  aiSforithat  has  the  appearance  of  a 

con- 
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contemc  of  the  holy  Scripture ;  and.  alfo  whert 
they  obfcrve  it  in  others,  difcoufltenanccith^ 
iitfolente  :  and  by  their  words  ahd  actions 
give  Teftiiriony  of  the  veneration  which  they 
nave  for  that  holy  Book  i  they  fee  others  to 
wretchedly  defpile.      :,  , 

.  5-7.  But  above  all  let  hi^n  who  reads  the 
Scrijituire  ferioufly ,  fet  himfelf  to  thepra^ice 
of  it;  aAd  daily  exiamin  how  he  proceeds  ii»  it : 
he  that  diligently  doy's^jhi?,  will  notbcinuch 
atleifiaretafpoirt  with  ij:  he  j^ill  Icarce  meetj 
with  a  Text, which  will  iiioj:  give  hiiricaufeof 
refleftion^,  and  provide  him  work  within  his 
own  breft  :  every  duty  injoin'd  will  pronic 
him  to  exaihin  hoW  hft  k$s  perfor|ii'4  ;  eve- 
ry fin  forbid  ,  will  call  him  to  recoiled  hqw 
guilty  he  has  bin,  every  pathetic  ftraindfde^: 
Vbtion  will  kindle  his  zea(l,  oratleafftupbtaid^ 
his  coldnel^ :  every  heiroic  example  wjU  excite 
his  emulatipjti.  In  a  vs^prd  i  every  p*rt  of  Scrn 
pture  will ,  if  duly  appli'd ,  contribute  to  font 
good  and  excellent  end.  And  when  a  thing  is 
froper  for  fuch  noblfe  purpofes ;  cin  it  t^e  thte 
|>art  of  a[  wife  man  to  apply  it  piily  to  meaii( 
ind  trivial  ?  Would  any  but  an  Idiot  waft  thiit 
Soveraign  Liquor  in  tne  waftiing'  of  his  feet ; 
v^hiCh/was  given  hirii  to  expfei  poifpn  from^ 
his  heart  ?  And  are  noi  we  guilty  of  the  like 
folly  when  we  apply  Gods  word  to  ierve  only 
a  ludicrous  humor :  aind  m:^ke  our  Selves  nler^ 
ry  with  that  which  was  4^fign'd  fpr  the  fttoft 
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ierious  and  moft  im^ottint  purpofe ;  the  fal- 
yation  of  our  fouls.  Atid  indeed  who  ever 
takes  any  lower  aim  then  that ,  and  the  ver* 
tue?  preparatory  to  it  in  his  ftudy  of  Scripture, 
extremely  debafes  it. 

5-8.  Let  usthercforc  keep  a  fteadycie up- 
on that  mark,  and  pre(s  tbwards  it  as  the  Ape- 
ftledid ;  Tkil.^.  14.  ni^aik iythafmkihchoiy 
Scripture  propofes  ;  fkithil^lly  and  dilieently 
obferve  its  precepts ,  that  we  fflffjf  finally  j>ar^ 
take  its  promifes.    To  this  ellfd  c^ittiftuaily 
pray  we  in  the.  word*  of  6ttr  holy  «W)ther  the' 
Church  unto  Almighty  6od,  wno  has  cans 'd 
all  holy  Scripture  to  be  Written  for  our  learn- 
ing; that  we  may  in  ftich  wife '  beat  them  ^ 
read ,  mark ,  learn ,  and  ifiwardiy  di gefi  them, 
that  by  patience  and  <5dmf<Jrt  of 'his  holy 
Word ,  we  miay  embrace  and  ever  hold  fait 
thebleded  hope  of  everlafting  Life ,  which  he 
has  :^iven  in  our  Savio^  Jefus  Chrift. 
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